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The VaNEREAL Dis As E. 
s ECT. M§˖HQ ‚ . 


"LY HE venereal diſeaſe took birth in 
| the kingdom of Naples, in the year 


1493, when it immediately raged 
in the French army there ; and thence ſpread 
| its ſeverity until this day all over Europe. 


This moſt terrible diſtemper had formerly various 
appellations given to it; for as it was alarming from 
its novelty, the names of thoſe nations from whence 
it was thought to have had its origin, were ſet upon 
it. But it for the moſt part bore that of the na- 
tions which were neighbyurs, or connected by com- 
merce; as the celebrated Aſtruc with his accuſ- 

Vol. XVII. B | tomed 


| * De morb. vener. tom. N. pag. 5, 6. 


2 The VEeneRtaAL Distast. Sect. 1440. 
tomed erudition demonſtrates, who wrote a com- 
plete treatiſe on this diſorder, which I have read 
over and over to my great amuſement, Ne 
odia gentilitia inanibus jurgiis increbeſcerent novum 
Luis Venerce nomen conſingere in neminem contume- 


loſum, & ad fignificandum merbum qui venere contra- 


hitur maxime idoneum; This diſorder therefore, 
de to quell all vain quarreis, or ſpreading hatred 
“ among families or people, obtained this new and 
e very proper appellation Lues Venerea, ſignifying a 
ee diſtemper contracted by venereal pleaſures.“ Fer- 
nelius was one of the firſt who uſed this term, which 
was afterwards: retained by the reſt of the faculty. 
Siphylis is ſtill a term frequently uſed to denote 
this diſeaſe, ' In defining the venereal diſcaſe, Hiero- 
nimus Fracaſtorius, and many other phyſicians too, 


aſcribed the cauſe of this new diſeaſe a coeli & fide- 


rum conſtilutionibus, quae & raro accidunt, & magna 


= 


cum accidunt, poſſint efficere; © to the different con- 
« ſtitutions of the * heavens and ſtars, which but 


« ſeldom happen, but may effect great matters when 
« they do coincide.+” In his deſcriptionof the vene- 


real diſeaſe in verſe,” he ingeniouſly repreſents Siphy- 


lis feeding king Alcitho's flocks, whoſe number and 


beauty make bim proud and inſult the ſun. 


8 


— — — Mii mille nivis candore juvencæ, 
Aille mihi paſcuntur oves, vix ęſt tibi taurus 
Uu, vix aries clo (fi vera feruntur) 


Unus, & armenti cuſtos canis arida tanti. 


T Yet he concludes that not the ſun but king 
Alcitho alone is to be revered, whoſe impious pride 


was immediatly attended with a grievous pain. 


—— — Divum exhibits gaviſus hanore, 
Non ullum tellure coli, ſe dindice numen, WES 
N . Inperat, 


+ Aphredifiac pag. 202. A. 1 lbidem pag. 197. B. 
4 e | 
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 Imperat, eſſe nihil terra ſe majus in ipſa, 
Cælo habitare Deos, nec eorum hoc eſſe, quod infra et: 
Viderat hec, qui Wg14a videt, qui ſingula luſtrat, 
Sel pater, atque ani mo ſecum indignatus, iniquos 
Intorfit radios, & lumine fulſit acerbo. 
Aſpeftu, quo Terra parens, correptaque ponti 
Aequora, quo tadtus viro ſubcanduit aer. 
Protinus illuvies terris ignota profanis 
Exoritur ; primus, regi qui ſanguine fuſo 
Inftituit divina, ſacraſque in montibus aras, 
Stphylis, oftendit tur pes per corpus Achores. 
Inſomnes primus notes, conculſaque membra, 
denſit, & a primo contraxit nomina morbus: 
Stphylidemque ab co labem dixere Coloni. 


Thoſe who endeavoured to deduce the cauſe and 
origin of this foul diſorder from the malignant aſ- 
cts of the ſtars, could hardly think otherwiſe than 
that this venereal complaint had raiſed its head in 
former ages; for the ſtars were not then deſtitute of 
the concourſe, ſeats, or influence to which this diſorder 
may be now attributed: in changing their poſi- 
tions the diſorder vaniſhes with the cauſe of its 
birth. Fracaſtoriuss opinion is, that this diforder 
is of that kind which takes birth, ceaſes, and returns, 


Quam tamen (æternum quoniam dilabitur æuum) 
Non ſemel in terris viſam, ſed ſæbe fuiſſe, 
Ducendum eft : quanquam nobis nec nimine nata 
* Hadtenus illa fuit: quoniam longæ ua vetuſtas 
Cundla fitu involvens & res & nomina delet : 
Nec monumenta patrum ſeri videre nepotes * 


But certainly the Lues Venerea has been known to 
exiſt for two hundred and ſeventy years, though the 
aſpects of the ſtars have often changed in that time; 
which does not at all favour that opinion. 
Much hath been diſputed concerning the origin 
of this diſorder; one queſtion was, Whether it is a 
N | B 2 new 
Aphrodiſiac. pag. 194, 
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new one, or whether it was known and deſcribed b 


the antient phyſicians. This was argued with muc 


contention and agitation by ſome phyſicians of great 
reputation. I 

It is very certain, that the genital parts in either 
ſex are ſubje& to many infirmities ; yet that is no 
reaſon that theſe evils obſerved by the antients ſhould 
derive from the contagion of the Lues Venerea. 
Every one may eaſily believe thar theſe parts may 
by an unbridled ſenſuality become inflamed, exco- 
rated, or ulcerated, in a connection with women, 
whoſe privacies are retentive of various humours 
ſuch as are in the hoteſt chmates chiefly collected be- 
tween the prepuce and the glands, from which many 
evils undoubtedly might have been engendered ; yet 
theſe were all different from the Lues Venerea: tho? 
nobody will deny that theſe, and iuch like ſingular 
ſymptoms, are obſerved to bear ſome affinity to the 
Lues Venerea ; as hath been mentioned by antient 


phyſicians. But the concourſe of evil humours and 


train of ſymptoms by which this foul diſorder is 
attended, have been in no place, nor ever will be, 
found amongſt them. . 

Phyſicians were convinced of the novelty of 
this diſorder, and undoubtedly ſaw it to be the Lues, 
about the end of the 15th century ; they then attri- 


buted this ſtrange ſcourge of whoredom to the ma- 


lignant aſpe:ts of the ſtars, unaccuſtomed inunda- 
tions, and divine anger of heaven : this evil would 


by no means obey the application of remedies; fo 


that the cure of it was entirely deſpaired of, and the 
people refuſed their aſſiſtance to the miſerable ſick, 


who of their own accord left their homes, and kept 


company with ſome juggling mountebanks or for- 
tune-tellers. | 7” 
Some others, who either ſaw or read. a deſcription 


of the ſcurvy, itch, leproſy, evil, &c. began to com- 
_ Bare theſe diſorders with this new one, by 1 ed 
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the Greek and Arabian doctors ſignifications to their 
own purpoſe. Theſe heing verſed in ſcholaſtic ele- 
gance, warmly diſputed the matter for argument's 
ſake againſt ſuch as, candidly confeſſing their igno- 
rance, affirmed that a new diſeaſe very perni- 
cious was come to afflict mankind: theſe were ac- 
counted the leaſt learned. It would be vain in me 
to dwell longer on this queſtion, after the elucidation 
of this matter given us by the moſt ſolid labours of 
the learned Aſtruc, who, according to molt people's 
judgment, has given the moſt ample account of it.“ 
Freindium's+ writings too, of the origin and progreſs 
of the Lues Venera, deſerve to be read. 

This diſeaſe had its beginning much about the 
time that Chriſtopher Columbus returned from the 
diſcovery of America, as his fon Ferdinand teſtifies 
in his hiftory of his father's life ; having alſo for 
ſome time accompanied him in his voyages, he made 
uſe of the letters and notes of his father, in his 
deſcriptions, from which he did not in the leaſt vary, 
{till adding what he was an eye-witneſs of. The lit- 
tle tract, from whence I have taken theſe, deſerves 
to be read: it was written by an eminent doctor, 
who choſe to conceal his name, neither ſhould he be 
named. 

Bur he undertook many voyages to America, 
Firſt he departed from the port of Palos, on the 3 d 
or 4th of Auguſt, 1492, then returned the Igth of 
March, 1493. He makes a ſecond voyage on the 25th 
of September, 1493, returns from America to Spain 
the 8th of June, 1496. He goes out the third 
time on the the goth of May, 1498, and returns the 
20th of November, 15300. His fourth and laſt. 
voyage was from the gth of May, 1502, to the be- 


ginning of the year, 1505, when he returned to 
Spam. $1 


B 3 | | As 

* De Mow * * I. toto. + Hiftor. of phy ſic, 

part 2. p. 336. ad p. 386. A diſſertation on the origin of 
the venereal Jifcaſs . 4 


„p. 10, 11. § Ibid. p. 12, 
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As therefore the time of diſcovering the new world 
does ſufficiently coincide with that in which this di- 
{temper appeared in Europe, it is no wonder that 3 
new world ſhould produce us a new diſeaſe, But 
all who were not of this opinion, for the moſt part, 

lieved it not to be a new one, but known trom 
antient times. 

But this ſkilful author makes uſe of two kinds of 
arguments, to prove that the venereal diſeaſe Was 
not brought from America into Europe ; ; the firſt is 
8 negative argument, viz. Thoſe authors who wrote 
the voyages of Chriſtopher Columbus, were lent in 
regard to the Lues Venereaz his ſecond argument 
endeavours to proye, that this diſeaſe had its exiſt- 
ence in Europe, before Columbus returned from his 
firſt American voyage. 

All acknowledged the negative argument to be 
of leſs weight in determining the ac e beſide, 
the cauſe of that ſilence in thoſe late authors, about 
the inſtitution of this diſeaſe, may be owing to ſome 
other motiye which might oblige them to this ſilence, 
as may be ſeen from che above hiſtory; where the 
reaſon for not mentioning any thing of the Lues Ve- 
nerea on Columbus's return from America, appears 
very clearly. 

For it is known by what has been now ſaid, that 
Columbus was ſeven months on his firſt voyage to the 
iſland of Hiſpaniola; that he delayed therę to explore 
the riches of the new world, and then return; is it 
then credible that he employed any part of his time 
in ſearching out the American dileaſes, whilſt the 
other more important object occupied his cares? It 
is rather more probable that he was entirely igno- 
rant of this diſeaſe. I therefore ſhall conclude, that 
he could give no account of it in his firſt voyage. 

It is farcher argued, that Columbus, in his return 
being diſtreſſed for the want of water, put into 
Liſbon, where he met with a kind reception from 
king John the ſecond, who cloathed all the Ame- 
ricang 


- 
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ncans he had brought with him in ſcarlet: from 
whence the author would infer, that the Portugueſe 
muſt have been infected with this diſeaſe, if thoſe of 
the Spaniſh fleet, or the American paſſengers, then 
laboured under it. But their ſhip only put in there 
the 4th of March, and faited for Spain the 193th 
of the ſame month; ſo that the time of nine; 
days could not be thought ſufficient for propagating 
this diſeaſe in Portugal by the Americans; neither 

could it be communicated by the ſeamen in cleaning 
their veſſels, taking in water, guarding their ſhip; or 
by their other marine occupations ; and Columbus 
undoubtedly preſented the ſoundeſt of his Ameri- 
cans to the king, that they ſhould not contract any 
ailment from the reſt, if in cale they were infirm or 
diſeaſed in the voyage. i | . 
Nor would the captains of ſhips, who put into the 
ſame port through neceſſity, allow their crews to 
wander about without leave for attending ſome neceſ- 
ſary call, eſpecially as they were generally ready to ſail 
again; for they well knew that the tempers of ſail- 
ors mult be ſubjected to ſtrict or ſevere: diſcipline, 
as they are prone to diſorderly behaviour, and a de- 
ſertion from their ſtations; which inconveniencies 
it was thought imprudent to expoſe the metropolis of 
Portugal to. | | Li (anon 
Theſe reaſons, which ſeem ſufficient to demonſtrate. 
why the Portuguele were not then infected with that 
diſeaſe,” at the ſame time account for the filence of 
the authors, who wrote of Colambus's firſt voyage: 
when he arrived in Spain, his ſailors ſucceſſively 
went to ſee their friends as uſual upon theſe occa- 
ſions; and if any amongſt them were infected, the 
diſeaſe muſt have been then propagated: it may be 
that all its conſequences were not immediately 
known, as the body nouriſhes this diſcaſe rather 
with a ſlow than a quick progreſs, and as the Spa- 
B 4 niards 


A diſſertation on the origin of the venereal diſcaſe, p. 13, 14, 
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niards muſt have been ignorant of the nature of this 
new evil in its commencement. 0 
It happened at that ſame time, that a new expe- 
dition into America occupied the attention of all 
people, and Columbys, on the 25th of September, 
1493, failed there with ſeventeen ſhips, and had a 
proſperous voyage that ſame year. | 
Ihe companions of Columbus's firſt voyage might, 
during their fix months ſtay for a ſecond voyage, have 
become infected; for the poiſon might continually glide 
through the blood during this time; or it might be 
that it had not yet been known to be of ſo dangerous 
and contagious a nature. Then as Columbus's ſecond 
voyage was longer than the firſt, not having return'd 
until the 8th of June, 1496, the Spaniards could 
during this interval of time obſerve the progreſs of 
the diſeaſe. and all its foul ſymptoms, with more 
convincing ſpeculation. | | 
That this might be the caſe appears by the words 
of Oviedo, taken from a learned author;* for he ſays, 
he had ſeen one of Columbus's companions, who re- 
turned with him from America in 1496, named 
Meſes Peter Margarita, who continually complained 
of a very bad ſtate of health; he believes him to 
have ſuffered the ſame torments that attend the ve- 
_nereal diſeaſe, though he ſaw no ulcers or buboes on 
his body. Thus Oviedo had cognizance of this diſ- 
eaſe and its ſigns, at Columbus's return from his ſe- 
cond voyage; and as he knew the ſigns that accom- 
panied it, he muſt have before known it in its ma- 
turity: it is therefore natural to imagine, that it had 
footing in Spain, before Columbus's ſecond return, 
He tells us he had perfect knowledge of this diſeaſe, 
and ſuſpected this man to have contracted it, though 
no external ſigns of it appeared on his body; - 
farther adds, that immediately afterwards, in 1496, 
this diſeaſe inyaded the court, though it at firſt 
My 57s attacked 


* A diſſertation on the origin of the venereal diſeaſe, p. 2g, 
and in note. f Ibid. * * | 5 
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attacked the common people ; and its origin was cer 
tainly held to proceed from pernicious venery. This 
is a reaſon why Oviedo makes no mention oi this dif- 
eaſe in Columbus's firſt return, as he then knew it not, 
for it but gradually increafed : At the ſecond time 
of Columbus's continuance in America, and at his 
return in 1496, many were afflicted with it, and ob- 
ſerving that many of thoſe who returned in the ſame 
year with Columbus from America, wefe afflicted 
with it, he might juſtiy have concluded, that this 
Lues Venerea was brought trom America into Eu- 
rope; where it was until then unknown. 

If therefore this foul diforder was, by the habitude- 
of venery, ſo ſoon contracted and begun in Spain, as 
in the year 1493, it will not ſeem wonderful that it 
viſited Italy and France in 1495, as hath been al- 
ready obſerved. wy 

Another kind of argument ſupports this diſeaſe's 
pre-exiſtence in Europe, before Columbus's firſt re- 
turn from America: this is inſiſted upon and proved 
by a learned author, and the united teſtimonies of 
Baptiſta Folgoſa and Caſpar Torella,* who will have 
the Lues Venerea to haye been already known in Eu- 
rope, in the beginning of the year 1493, juſt at Co- 
lumbus's return from America, March the 4th. 

But the teſtimonies of theſe two authors cannot 
be altogether depended on, for Folgeſa fays,} Quæ 
peſtis (ita enim viſa ejt) primo ex Hijpania in Italiam 
allata, ad Hijpanss ex Atbiopia, brevi totum orbem 
terrarum comprebendit : This plague (as it is ſo ob- 
$ ſerved to be) was firſt brought from Æthiopi 
into Spain, from Spain into Italy, and then foread 
* in a ſhort time round the world.” But Caſpar 
Torella ſays, that the diſeaſe began in France, in the 
year 1493 ſo that jt came in the manner of a con- 
tagion into Spain, the iſlands of Sicily in Italy, and 
ſo ranged over Europe; or if I may ſay, over al] 


* Ibid. p. 17. A diſſertation'on the origin of the vener 
iſeaſe, lib. I. gap. LV. in fine, p. 29. gin of the venereal 
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the earth: beſides, it is to be obſerved, that when 
Torella wrote a treatiſe, of the pudendagra, publiſhed 
in 1497, at Rome, in which he ſtiles himſelf biſhop. 
of St. Juſta, he ſays, that as he then occupied himſelf 
during ten years in eccleſiaſtical affairs, he could not 
well diſcharge himſelf in the practice of phyſic; beſide 
he ſeemed not to be a religious obſerver of truth, for 
he heaped many ſhameful adulations upon Cæſar 
Borgia, one of the moſt abandoned men of the age, 
in his Epiſtola Noncupatoria, and in this treatiſe of his, 
entitled, de Dolore in pudendagra, which he publiſhad 
about the year 1500. This work contains a dialogue 
between the common people and a phyſician, where- 
in the Lues Venerea and its origin are diſcuſſed ꝓ as 
follows : Gallis manu forti Italiam ingredientibus, & 
mami me regno Parthenopaee occupato, \ & ibi commo- 
rantibus, hunc morbum detectum fuiſſe. Idcirco ab Ita- 
lis Morbum Gallicum  cognominatum eſſe, imaginanti- 
bus, ipſum Gallis connaturalem eſſe: in Gallia vero, 
25 in reverſione Regis Caroli cum ſuis in Galliam, 
ic morbus apparere incepit, credentes Gallos eum ex 
Neapoli apporteſſe, hanc ob 0 5 morbum Neapoli- 
tanum vocaviſſe. || A ftrong body of French going 
into Italy, had occupied the Neapolitan empire, 
„ and having a while remained there, this diſeaſe 
« was. diſcovered. This amongſt the Italians was 
* called the French diſeaſe, they imagining it to be 
« natural to theſe people, becauſe it began its ap- 
© pearance amongſt them at king Charles's return 
* thither with his people, who believed it to have 
* been brought from Naples, and for that reaſon 
called it the Neapolitan diſeaſe.““ — 
Therefore, as theſe two authors diſagree in their 
accounts, their teſtimonies admit not of that ſupport 
that a learned author attributes to them.“ This he 
is ſenſible of, whilſt he waves the opinion & of theſe 
N authors 


+ Aſtruc. de morbo vener. tom. 2. p 569. 1 Ibid. p. 571. 
bid. p. 572. A diſſertation on the origin of ths ve- 
- 'nereal diſeaſe, p17, Þ Ibid, p. 9; 2 5 
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authors in another place, and contents himſelf in 
demonſtrating the Lues Venerea to have been known 
in Italy and France, about the beginning of the year 
1495, or at leaſt in the month of June in the ſame 
year: how this might have been, has been before ex- 
plained, 

Yet from theſe arguments a learned author's “ 
opinion is, that nothing is more certain than that the 
Lues Venerea is an epidemical diſtemper bred in 
Europe, and carried by Europeans into America. 
He ſtates the cauſe of this epidemical conſtitution to 
be due to many great floods in various inhabited 
places of the globe, attended with an unaccuſtomed 
temperature of the air, It is very certain, that the 
worſt of infirmities are produced by ſuch cauſes; 
but it is equally certain, that the Lues Venerea was 
never before produced by them. We learn from in- 


numerable obſervations, that the moſt malignant 


fevers are engendered by them in men who inhabit 
thoſe places where the floods leave a quantity of 
mud, which putrifies by the heat of the weather. I 
have enlarged more upon this ſubject in the chapter 
de morbis Epidemicis; but it does not appear that the 
Lues Venerea ever had its birth from any ſuch cauſe 
in our times. From hence I cannot therefore ſee 
Where this diſeaſe could have its origin. 

Sydenham, f whom an expert author amon 
the moſt ſpeculative obſervers of epidemical diſeaſes 
very deſervedly praiſes, believes not the Lues Ve- 
nerea to be an epidemical diſorder bred in Europe, 
but brought to us from ſome diſtant region; nor 
does he think that the contagion of the endemial 
diſeaſe ought to have abated, whilſt it is transferred 
from a hot into a cold region; in no wiſe could an 
argument be maintained againſt that opinion, ſta» 


ting this epidemical diſeaſe to have been brought intq 


the moſt hot countries by ſeamen, where it largel 
operated, 


* Adiſſertation on the origin of the venereal diſeaſe, p. 7% 
| 7 Epiſtol II. ręſponſ. p. 211. . | 3 
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operated. Beſides it has been remarked, that the 
northern parts of Europe have not at all been free from 
the Lues Venerea: for Fracaſtorius I thus obſerves : 
Conſtat, aut eodem tempore, aut fere eodem, & in Hi- 
Jpania & Gallia, & Italia, & Germania, & tota fere 
Scythia, viſam fuiſſe : adde, quod prædixiſſe illam aſtro- 
nomos certis ante annis, non parvum indicium eſt, aliud 
ip ſubeſſe principium, quam ſimplicem tontagionem : 
That much about this time it was ſeen in 
Spain, France, Italy, Germany, and almoſt al 
% over Scythia; add to this, that ſome certain 
 < aſtronomers predicted about it, not many years 
« apo; which is no ſmall teſtimony that it has 
« ſome origin different from a ſimple contagion :” 
for it can ſcarcely be conceived, how this evil could 
ſo ſoon and extenſively ſpread, if merely from con- 
tagion it took its birth : he therefore firmly believes, 
it hence attacked innumerable people, though no 
contagion had preceded. 

But the following aphoriſm ſhews how a conta- 
gion may be communicated to a ſound body in 
various manners, ſo that a diſeaſe may follow; 
and it ſeems very probable, that whilft this new diſ- 
eaſe made its attack in the beginning, that men 
were not guarded againſt the contagion, until they 
ſeverely felt that great care mut Be taken not to 
- £onverſe with perſons infected: moreover, as it is 
not only a troubleſome and painful, but alſo a fil- 
thy diſorder, many would conceal it ; whence many 
en have been infected by it. It is to be re- 
marked alſo, that an epidemical diſeaſe cannot ſub- 
Þft for any long ſeries of years, but whilſt they are 
received from other ſubſequent diſeaſes ; for they 
become filent and entirely vaniſh, and in ſome years 
after return again: this manifeſtly appears in Mor- 
Billis, Ephemera Britannica, the {mall pox, the mea- 
fles, the Dyſentery, &c.. BEI 64 £2 
But the Lues Venerea entirely differs from the 
manner of this epidemical train: for from the firſt 


| time 
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time in which it was known, it conſtantly remained, 
never diſappeared, was always an infamous conta- 


gion; and though ſome change might have been 
obſerved in its ſymptoms, (more of which hereafter) 
it has continued to reign for above two hundred and 
ſeventy years, and a great number of infected per- 
ſons ſtill remain. Was this ever obſerved in any other 
epidemical diſorder? Moreover it is not to be won- 
dered at that phyſicians will ſometimes diſagree in 
ſuch- like enquiries; yet this will not hurt the ſick. 
I have here freely given my opinion, beſides I wil- 
lingly leave the ſame liberty to all others ſtudious of 


this matter. | 


S ECT. MCCCCXLL 


| HIS is a contagion contracted by ge- 
neration, ſuckling, touching or hand- 
ling, ſaliva, ſweat, a genital liquid, exhalation. 


It is remarked, that by this contagion the diſeaſe 
may propagate from one infected perſon to another; nor 
is this denied by thoſe who affirm that the Lues Ve- 
nerea was not brought into Europe by contagion 
but that it was produced to us by ſome other epi- 


demical cauſes ; nor that the American inhabitants 
had not contracted this diſeaſe from the Europeans. 


Then as the Lues Venerea is deſervedly termed the 
laſh of ſenſuality, it may be propagated chiefly by 
impure venery ; yet men who —— live the moſt 
continent and ſecure from infection, may by divers 
other manners contract this foul diſeaſe. 52 
By generation. ] It will not ſeem wonderful that the 
infants of thoſe parents infected with this diſorder, 
come forth defiled into the world ; for it will after- 
wards be manifeſt, that the venereal virus, mixt with 
circulating humours, may be carried off from the 


mother before it be again depoſited in certain . 
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of the body, yet the living fœtus will continually par- 
take of the defiled humours of the infected mother; 
Jo that the contagion may be engendered in the womb 
before birth. Labat “ reftifies, that American infants 
have been infected at their birth, though even their 
Parents and nurſes were ſound, (or as he prudently 
adds) at leaſt ſcemed to be ſo; but this teſtimony 
ſeems to be of no great moment, as he affirms the 
Dutch, in the fame place, to have been immediately 
infected on arriving at their American colonies, be- 
fore they had any connections with the female na- 
tives of that country; but theſe enjoyed better 
health in thoſe places where the pools were after- 
_ wards dried up, and the ſtagnated waters begat mo- 
tion; and eſpecially after thick woods were cut down, 
the trees eradicated, the winds uninterrupted in their 
courſe, But before all this could be perfected, it was 
remarked, that the firſt colonies of theſe Hollanders 
laboured under very malignant fevers, and other di- 
ſtempers entirely different from the Lues Venerea, 

which he ſeemeth to have confounded with them. 
An infant may be infected in che womb of the 
mother labouring under this diſeaſe. This ſeems 
to be very likely, Ino compertum eſt, ab infecta 
.matre partus edi ſqualidos, ſemiputres, ulceroſos, were 
bphiitices : + © for it is proved, that children 
come forth filthy, half rotten, full of ulcers, 
.« and truly infected with the venereal diſeaſe.” 
But it is juſtly to be doubted,” whether the vene- 
real poiſon could be infuſed into the embrio by 
either of the parents, ſo as that the child might 
have no complaint until arrived to adult years, 
and then be attacked with a real venereal diſor- 
der, without any new contagton' attending it: this 
is ſcarcely credible, as the venereal virus is com- 
municated to children immediately by ſuck, or in 
ſome otber manner; and then it miſerably preys 
| on 


Nouveaux voyages aux iſles d'Amerique, tom. II. p. 120. 
+ Aſtruc. de morb. vener. lib, II. cap. I. p. 121. 
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on thoſe parts it occupies, according. to many judi- 
cious oblervations. Aſtruc F (ſo ſkilled in the ſteps 
of this diſorder) Confirmat, ſe nunquam obſervaſſe, 
luem veneream, vere fic dictam & pathognomonicis ſignis 
conſpicuam, jure quaſi haereditario, in infanies tranſ- 
miſam: © affirms, that he never has truly obſerved 
6 the venereal diſeaſe, in the manner it is repre- 
. ſented by the pothognomic ſigns attributed to 
c it, tranſmitted by hereditary infection to chil - 
« dren.” But that the patient's reputation might be 
preſerved, together with peace between man and 
wife, ſome prudent phyſicians, though almoſt con- 
vinced of it, ſeem to ſtart it as probable ; for it is 
ſufficient that a doctor knows the preſent diſeaſe and 
its cure ; for this contagion might have been commu- 
nicated in a manner which he may be yet ignorant of. 
Yet it is to be remarked, that a foetus which lived 
ſound in the womb, might have been born infected; for 
if any ulcers are in the privacies of the woman, and 
the infant's head, or any other other part of the body, 
adhere there for any long ſpace of time, in an un- 
natural birch, it is ſmeared with the corruption of 
the venereal contagion, and the midwife may alſo 
become infected; as hath been often obſerved in 
 fuch a caſe. But the virus imbibed in ſuch a caſe 
will not remain ſtill. until the child ripens into;years, 
but will manifeſt the filthineſs of the diſorder in a 
ſhort time after the birth. This ſhould be princi- 
-pally dreaded, if the infant be thus long confined in 
the narrow paſſage of its birth; for being then im- 
mediately waſhed, according to cuſtom, it may 
avoid the contagion ; by which the midwife will be 
infected. Antonius Gallus,* a celebrated phyſician 
of Paris, who wrote a treatiſe in the year 1540, 
De ligno ſandto non permiſcendo, avers, ſe abſte- 
tricem moviſſe, que, dum mulieris inquinatæ partum 
n bac morbo correpta fuit, nulla tamen faint 
a Acxa 
Sn de morb. vener. lib. II. cap. I. p. 121. 
Aphrodiſiac, p. 453. 
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voxa communicala. that he had known a mid- 
« wife, who had contracted this diſorder by deliver- 
<« ing an infected woman; yet no hurt had been 
cc communicated to the foetus.” This muſt be 
owing to the midwife's hands having frequent acceſs 
to the filthy ulcerated vagina, before, in, and after 
the birth, in extracting the after- birth, Ic. Therefore 
the ſame author Þ tells us, aliquam moram eſſe opor- 
tet, ut corpora banc maculam conciptant : alioqui non 
carerent periculi ſuſpicione, qui illorum traftant ulcera. 
Hoc autem malum dix ab interiore naſcitur alteratione 5 
ſed externa origo eſt : © that ſome delay in the ope- 
« ration muſt have cauſed a communication of this 
« contagion ; and as it may be thus, and otherwiſe 
« contracted by manual operations, thoſe who dreſs 
« theſe ulcers cannot be free from ſuſpicious fears 
and danger. This diſorder ſeldom ariſes from 
« any interior alteration, for its origin is entirely 
- « external.” 

Suckling.] This infection will ſoon be commu- 
nicated in ſucking a woman's breaſts, as the follow- 
ing obſervation informs us. F A certain woman 
accuſtomed to draw or ſuck the breaſts of lying · in 
women, had a venereal ulcer in her mouth, which 
ſhe concealed that ſhe might not loſe her daily de- 
pendance for bread : thus ſhe infected ſome women 
of the better ſort to a miſerable degree. The cele- 
brated doctor Barry, having an opportunity of viſit- 
ing theſe infected matrons, was aſtoniſhed at the 
malignant progreſs of this diſorder ; which he de- 
ſcribes it to be: firſt the breaſts of theſe women were 

ightly inflamed, then the ſkin fell off, then a number 
of red pimples ſpread around the excortated parts 
of the breaſt, and from theſe iſſued a thin ichorous hu- 
mour, which would have formed them into ulcers, 
if ſome medicines were not timely applied to them; 
a little after, their private parts were infected and 

| attacked 
+ Aphrodifiac. p. 463. : | 
Þ Med, eſſays and obſervat. tom. III. no. xxi. p. 323. & ſeg. 
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attacked with a vehement itching ; theſe parts were 
over-run with ulcers, from whence a little matter 
iſſued; and in a little time their bodies were over- 
ſpread with pimples or boils ; this difeaſe thus far 
made its way in the ſpace of three months: the huſ- 
bands of theſe women were alſo infected and tor- 
mented with ſhancres, from which the venereal poi - 
ſon ſo ſoon diſperſed, that they had ulcers in the 
inſides of their mouths, and red boils all over their 
bodies. 

This woman, who had been the cauſe of ſo much 
evil, was found when examined to have had a ſmall 
ulcer at the root of her tongue, and a large freſh 
cicatrix on the inſide of her lower lip : ſhe obſti- 

nately denied to have ever had an ulcer where the 
cicatrix was; but ſhe afterwards confeſſed the truth, 
ſaying, ſhe had concealed the filthy evil, leſt that 
ſcandal or the loſs of her earnings might be the con- 
1equence, if ſhe confeſſed it ſooner. 

Though the doctor had then ſtrictly examined her 
all over, he could find no cutaneous eruption about 
this woman; neither did he find the venereal virus 
to have lodged but in the internal parts of her 
mouth. 

This woman ſucked the breaſts of many other 
matrons, who had received no damage from her; 
bur the reaſon of that happineſs was then due to the 
cure of her under lip. 

Infants that ſuck the breaſts of their mothers'when 
infected will be alſo infected, and the greateſt part 
of them periſh ; ſo that it is but adding more 
ſpeed to the courſe of this diſorder, when commu- 
nicated by ſuckling; by ſalivation a phyſician is im- 
mediately to labour againſt fo great an evil, in ſach 
as appear to be lightly infected. 

I have myſelf ſeen a little boy who was ſo miſe- 
rably attacked with this diſeaſe, that he periſhed in 
three weeks time; this was owing to the want of a 
ſound nurſe, for his had had the palate of her 

Vol. XVII. C mouth 
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mouth all torn with venereal ulcers of a filthy na- 
ture; I was called upon too late to aſſiſt her with 
any remedy. We read that a whole town had been 
totally infected, and that other women noted for 
their charity, had given their breaſts to two infants 
then caſt out and infected with that diſeaſe. * | 
By touching or handling.] If the midwife had 
been infected in the manner before ſaid, in aſſiſting 
the lying - in woman, it is no wonder that the ſame 
danger will attend thoſe who venture to touch thoſe 
places where all this venereal filth remains. 

By ſpittle.] Which of all other cauſes is the 
Moſt dangerous, if laſcivious youths kiſs women 
who have venereal ulcers in the inſide of their 
mouths ; but as this is a prelude to coition, it can 
be hardly determined whether to the kiſſes and 
meeting of their tongues alone (as the young ſons 
of Venus expreſs themſelves) the enſuing diſorder 
ſhould be aſcribed or not; if the chaſte matrons 
were infected by the foul woman's ſucking their 
breaſts, it is eaſy to apprehend the fame danger 
from the lips and tongues not covered with a thick 
Jkin; if the venereal virus be communicated by the 
ſaliva to thoſe parts, does this virus eaſily unite it- 
ſelf with the ſaliva? So many believed whilſt they 
ſaw the virus expelled by ſalivation. ; 
By ſweat. ] All men have known the cure by 
perſpiration, eſpecially after the uſe of a large de- 
cCoction of guiacum wood, which has often proved 
the moſt ſpecific remedy for the venereal diſtemper 
(of which we ſhall make mention hereafter); in ſuch 
.a caſe, the virus flows from the body all over the 
furface of the ſkin ; from whence it will be dange- 
rous to fleep in the ſame bed with infected perſons, 
eſpecially if they ſweat plentifully; for the vaporous 
ſweat exhaling from the infected body, may be eaſily 
reſorbed, at leaſt by thoſe parts of a ſound man 
where the veſſels are more ſpongy and apt to — 

ibe 
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bibe that moiſture ; in like manner it is believed to 
be communicated by bed-cloaths, linen, or other 
wearing apparel, if uſed by a ſound man after an 
infected perſon; the propagation of this difeaſe may 
be fo termed when ſpread by fomentation ; * and 
this contagion is to be dreaded by thoſe who drink 
out of the ſame veſſel with an infected perſon, or 
wipe their mouth or lips with the ſame napkin. 
This celebrated author relates many more caſes in 
the ſame place, which he collected from different 
authors who argue the poſſibility of ſuch an infec- 
tion. 

But as all theſe were taken from the narrations of 
infected perſons, there is ſome reaſon to ſuſpect them 
to be nothing more than a fictitious impoſition. As 
theſe infamous connections are ſhameful, it is pro- 
bable that the men and women, who ſtill uphold the 
cauſe of ſuch a diſtemper, have a more unconteſted 
right to acquire the venereal diſeaſe. | 

Yet as from the poiſon of the meaſles, it appears 
that they are engendered by a fomes; they can 
alſo be quickened and propagated. A celebrated 
author ſubjoins the following ſentence : In ſumma, 
nollem equidem eam contagionis viam pertinatiter ne- 
gare — — Verum enim vero vellem multh minus eun- 
dem contagionis modum pro comperto admittere, cum ex- 
perimentis, of omni exceptione majora fint, nondum 
ligutat. Upon the whole, I would not indeed 
te obſtinately deny the progreſs of that contagion ; 
&« yet IJ would not take this contagion for granted, 
& ſince it is not proved by unexceptionable experi- 
«© ments.” | 

Yet the teſtimony of Hildanus feems to be of 
great weight; for he ſays, he ſometimes obſerved that 
the venereal diſeaſe may be contracted from the ſweat 
or cloaths; or the excremental ulcers of perſons in- 
| fected 3 
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fected; nor does he bring this aſſertion from a vul- 
gar example. 

A noble young lady, fifteen years of age, was 
amongſt a parcel of bacchanalians, Wr and 
fore other girls took the indecent liberty of 
changing cloaths with the young men: thus veſted, 
ſhe felt great pain and an itching about her pu- 
denda, and immediately fome boils and malignant 
ulcers broke out. She, through ſhame, concealed the 
evil until overcome with pain, and being no longer 

able to walk, diſcovered it to her mother : Hildanus 
being ſent for, found part of the neck of her blad- 
der, and womb», and pudenda, with moſt filthy ul- 
cers, which eat away to her inteſtinum rectum, to- 
gether with the ſphincters of the bladder, and in- 
teſtinum rectum already corroded ; from whence an 
incontinence of her excrements enſued. She la- 
boured under very grievous pains, attended with a 

continual burning fe ever ſor ſome days, until ſhe 
died. 

This miſerable young lady, even to her death, 
affirmed ſhe had never had any connection with a 
man: then, upon examination, the young man 
whoſe breeches and cloaths ſhe had put on, was 
found to be moſt leverely infected with the Lues 
Venerea. 

Some other obſervations tack us, that a man 
may be intected with the point of a ſurgeon's lancet, 
in bleeding a ſound man immediately after the ſame 
operation upon a diſtempered perſon. We have 
many ſuch ſingular obſervations from the celebrated 
Aftruc ; but firſt let thoſe we have from Schenckius 
be deſervedly read, concerning this new diltem- 
per in Moravia, which the people called Brunnum 
Gallicum, In the year 1577, on the 11th of Decem- 
ber, the winter being then very ſharp, all thoſe 


who 
+ Obſervxat, centur. I. p. 7 De morb. vener, tom. II. 
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who went to a bagnio, having applied cupping- 
glaſſes and ſcarification, were attacked by a diſtem- 
per which had almoſt every ſymptom of the venereal, 
which in ſome remained concealed for eight days, in 
others during a fortnight, and in ſome others du- 
ring a month; then ſome unuſual heavineſs, dejec- 
tion of ſpirits, a ſorrowful countenance, and grim 
looks preceded this diſorder ; a burning heat raged 
through all the ſwelling traces of the cupping 
glaſſes, which was followed by a train of boils and 
trid vicers : it was a4 wonder, that all the tracts 
of theſe glaſſes did not turn into ulcers, for only one 
or two of them at the moſt did ſo; and a woman, 
who had fifteen of theſe glaſſes applied to her, had 
but three ulcers from them. The boils deformed 
and defiled the body, together with ſcurfy ulcers 
and foul ſcabs, which diſcharged a thick corruption 
and tough mucus, rather like pale white corruption, 
than good matter. In the progreſs of the diſeaſe, 
ſome icales grew upon the head into hard lumps or 
warts, which, when broken or cut, diſcharged a' 
viſcous matter, in the flow manner that trees do their. 
gum, or ſweat by a watry difeaſe attending them 
allo; all this was attended with nocturnal acute 
pains, chiefly about the back and ſhin- bones: 
though many were thus afflicted, it appeared that 
they were only thoſe who ar the bath applied the' 
cupping-glafſes and ſcarifications to themſelves ; for 
they were all alike rormented with the ſame evils. 
The chief magiſtrate enquired into the cauſe or 
origin of this diſtemper, with all poſſible care, 
but could find no fault with the maſter of the bath. 
The ſervant was then ſuſpected, who for the agility 
and promptitude of his hand in the operation, had the 
office of ſcarifying delegated to him. He, rather 
terrified with threats than diſtruſting the juſtice of 
his cauſe, betook himſelf to flight, nor did he ever 
appear; from hence no certainty of the cauſe re- 
mained. Some more accounts of diſeaſed perſons 
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are afterwards given, who laboured under this di- 
ſtemper; from which it plainly appeared, that this 
diſtemper would yield to no other remedies but thoſe 
commonly uſed to cure the venereal diſeaſe. | 

* From Botallus we read another example of the 
Lues Venerea communicated by fomes, to a man- 
who drank out of the ſame veſſel with another, who 
was infected with that diforder; nor do the rea- 
ſons, which Botallus believes to ſupport the truth of 
this matter, appear unworthy of regard. The per- 
ſon diſcaſed was a man of approved credit, nor had 
he any reaſon to conceal any other cauſe ſo aſſidu- 
ouſly: beſides, the man from whom he ſaid he had 
received it, was well known by Botallus to have la- 
boured for ſixteen months under that diſorder, in 
the moſt racking torment: Qſi quoque narium non 
levis impendebat caries, & fauces ſemper aliqua flamma 
fallicitabat : . a deep caries allo attacked the bone 
'« of his noſe, and ſome burning heat troubled his 

& jaws.” Botallus attended this man and his bro- 
ther ; but the other who had been infected by drink- 
ing out of the cup, ſuffered no evil in any part of 
his body for the firſt two months after; excepta labii 
inferiora ora, que @ demiſſo infecto cratere paulo poſt 
pruritu quodam levi, mox ulcere, cocpit effioreſcere, nulla 
tamen de hoc morbo ſuſpicione ſuſcepta : „ except in 
<« his lower lip, where the infected cup had touched 
its inſide; a little after, it began to itch a little, 
and preſently, an ulcer began to work off the 
“ ſkin, yet he never ſuſpected to have received this 
« diſorder.” But, as it will hereafter be manifeſted, 
that part of the body to which the venereal virus is 
applied, is wont to be affected firſt, all the reſt of the 
body, over. which the diſtemper entirely ſpreads it- 
ſelf from an ulcer bred there, and then depoſites it- 
ſelf in many places again. 
By the genital fluid. ] This manner of communi- 
cating this diſtemper is, of all others, the moſt fre- 

* e | quent 
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quent and certain; which nobody has ever doubted 
when the diſtemper was known. | 
By exhalation.] It is juſtly doubted, if theſe hu- 
mours which exhale from all parts of the ſuperficies 
of an infected man's body, can propagate this evil 
at a diſtance, without any contact. I have never 
known a ſound man to have been infected by any 
experiment of this kind; then as this has not hap- 
pened theſe two hundred and ſeventy years, that 
this diſtemper has been on foot, it is not very likely 
that it can be poſſible. | 
Beſides, this venereal contagion ſeems (as will be 
hereafter ſaid) to be entangled with mucoſe thick 
humours : hence it is not fo moveable after being 
thus united with theſe, as if it had been alone. But 
it is certain, that whilſt by mercury and a decoction 
of guiacum the humours are freed, the venereal vi- 
rus is diſpatched from theſe bonds by which it ſo 
intricately adhered, and is exhaled from the body, 
and fo diſperſed through the ambient atmoſphere, 
to that whilſt the ſick were accuſtomed to be kept 
in a warm air, the moſt part of the faculty dreaded 
ſome evil from thence, nor ſtayed long with ſuch 
atients. But J have on purpoſe enquired whether 
it ever happened that thoſe who attend theſe ſick in 
hoſpitals, where many more fick lie in the ward, 
have ever been infected by them, whilſt they daily 
continue for hours together in ſuch an air. But 
I have never known that happen. 


S EC T. MCCCCXLII. 


A ND it uſually manifeſts itſelf firſt in 
that part by which it is contracted, 


It for the moſt part, or at leaſt oftener appears 
from what has been before ſaid, that the effect of 


C 4 | this 
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this contagion maniteſts itſelf in that part of the 
body to which it is applied; for when this diſtem- 
per is contracted. by ſuckling, it manifeſts itſelf 
about the nipples 4 the breaſt; that is, if the in- 
fant has infected the nurſe: and on the contrary, 
venereal ulcers will breed on the lips, tongue, jaws, 
and other internal parts of the mouth of the infant, 
if the nurſe infects it. That man mentioned in the 
precedent ſection, who was infected by drinking 
out of the ſame cup with another man, firſt con- 
tracted the diſeaſe in the inſide of his lower lip, and 
the firſt mark of the diſeaſe appeared there. Ir is 
Well known, that as often as boils are bred by im- 
pure venery in the genital parts, they degenerate 
into little ulcers in a ſhort time; the diſorder then 
follows, attended with all its train, if not diligently 
watched: but whether the virus of the diſeaſe can- 
not be received immediately by the imbibing veins 
of the parts to which it is applied, and ſo mixed with 
the circulating humours as to infect them, convert 
a part of them into its cwn nature, and afterwards 
be depoſited in various parts of the body; or whe- 
ther it is always required that the place through 
which the virus enters, ſhould firſt be affected with 
it, ſo as to be enflamed, corroded, ulcerated, and ſo 
as almoſt to become a poiſoned fomes, in which as 
if it were lurking in a neſt, it converts the humours 
to its own nature, part of which being abſorbed by 
the veins, then defiles the whole maſs of humours 
by ſuch a contagion, is a doubt. I have judged that 
this neceſſity cannot univerſally appear; for on the 
contrary, it is very probable, that rhe venereal virus 
being made active by violent venery, may be com- 
municated to the body without any previous ſenſible 
hurt tv the genital parts by which the diſorder is 
contrast,. fv WY | bs 
And we ſee this confirmed by the beſt authors 
who wrote of the Lues Venerea; ſo Fracaſtorius“ 
PF Aphrodifiec: ee 
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informs us, that this diſorder manifeſts itſelf not 
immediately, but will ſometimes lurk for a month, 
ſometimes for two, and alſo very often during four; 
yet it is attended with ſome certain ſigns of an in- 
vading diſeaſe, heavineſs, laſſitude, and paleneſs; 
Tandem, quod in majori parte aderat, ulcuſcula quæ- 
dam circa pudenda oriebantur. * in fine, for the 
* moſt part ſome little ulcers are bred about the 
“% private parts :” where it is to be remarked, that 
he mentioned not theſe little ulcers to have been 
bred in all theſe patients, but only in the greater 
part of them; beſides, he does not aſſert theſe lit- 
tle ulcers to be immediately bred in the pudenda, 
from the venereal virus ; or whether they ſucceeded 
it. At leaſt, theſe little ulcers which followed the 
contraction of the contagion, are not objected in 

the firſt place in the enumeration of its ſymptoms. 

For in either caſe, thoſe bliſters which break forth 
through the ſkins of theſe miſerable people, grow 
into very large Jumps, which in a few days change 
to the worſt and ſoreſt of ulcers : but this happens 
not by an application of the diſeaſe to that part in 
which it is found, but is imbibed by the blood in 
which it lay concealed ; and is depoſited in various 
porn of the body: certainly in thoſe at leaſt who 

ad no ulcers in the pudenda: 

Some matters ſimilar to theſe, are read in Bernard 
Tomitanus. T He informs us, that the manifeſt ſigns 
of the Lues Venerea will not appear for two, three, 
or four months. Nam ille (morbus) videbatur deliteſ- 
cere, & de futuris aliorum calamitatibus & ſuppliciis 
meditari. Signa autem latentis mali recenſet hac : cor- 
ports inertia, ſegnities præter laborem, gravitas mem- 
ororum, laſſitudines ſpontanee, lentor & tarditas akti- 
onum, ſomnolentia fere aſſidua, macies corporis, virium 
ſublatio, perturbatio animi, moeror, diffidentia, metus, 
pallor faciti, ſub oculis nigror, vultus, novitas, ma- 
nuum & plantarum calor, & alia plurima. For this 

| « diſeaſe 

? Aphrodifiac. p. 1051, 1052. 
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« diſeaſe ſeems to lie hid and ſhew itſelf alſo, as 
if meditating future calamities and chaſtiſe- 
© ments. Bur he recites the ſigns of this lurk- 
<« ing evil to be an inactivity of body, a wearineſs 
© beyond what labour would occaſion, gravity of 
« the members, ſpontaneous laffirude, a ſlowneſs 
« of action, almoſt conſtant fleepineſs, a leanneſs 
4 of body, a decay of ſtrength, a perturbation of 
4 mind, forrow, diffidence, fear, paleneſs of the 
face, blackning under the eyes, change of coun- 
<< tenance, heat of the ſoals of the feet and palms 
<«< of the hands, and many more.” He after adds, 
that in many more a carjes hath been ſeen to take 
root, which bore corroding ulcers, &c. from whence 
it may be again an hy ous that ſome have at leaſt 
received the venereal virus, though no evil appears 
in the pudenda. 
This is confirmed by a caſe from Dan. Turner.“ 
A man who for a certain time led a military life, 
freely confeſſed to have lived not very chaſte du- 
ring that time; having obtained his diſcharge, he 
married a woman who was chaſte, ſound, and mo- 
deſt, and had many children by her; they lived 
together very chaſtely, and no ſign of a gonorrhea 
or any other evil had ever attacked him. Though 
in his ſtate of celibacy he had connections with 
other women; yet, once after coition a light ex- 
coriation was perceived by him on the glans of the 
penis, which ſpontaneouſly, or by rubbing a little 
pomatum or candle greaſe was immediately cured; 
yet this is known to be a chief diagnoſtic ſign of ve- 
nereal ulcers, that they obſtinately reſiſt the com- 
mon methods of cure: from whence it appears 
that nothing of the venereal had adhered to the ge- 
nital parts. | 

Yet this man ſome years afterwards laboured 
under the quinſey, which was cured by letting 
blood, purging, and bliſtering; but as the —_ | 
| | | evi 
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eyil re- aſſumed its fury, he conſulted doctor Tur- 
ner about it: the doctor found the parotids 
enflamed, and one of them ulcerated, with a 
hole in the palate, which admitted the broader 
end of a probe with a rent, and by which the diſ- 
eaſed man could find the ſmoak pour ſometimes 
through his noſe, when he ſmoak'd tobacco. The 
probe touched no bone, when thruſt into the hole, 
becauſe a part of the bone which formed the roof 
or palate, it is plain had been eat away; but the 
fleſh around the hole was fungous. The doctor ap- 
plied a fumigafion of cinnabar to him, which ex- 
cited a ſalivation, and carried away the diſorder ; 
but the hole in the palate of the mouth ftill re- 
mained wide enough to contain the end of a finger.. 
He hved ſeven years in ſound health after the cure, 
and afterwards, being ſtruck with a malignant fever, 
died 


Theſe and many other caſes which I have ſeen, 
oblige me not to ſtate the learned Aſtruc's aſſertion 
as a general axiom of practice. Virus nunquam ad- 
mitti, niſi ea pars, qua admittitur, primum affecta 
fuerit. Monet ſequentia: De Lue Venerea, quoties 
morbi locales praeluſerint, ex levioribus quidem fignis 
judicandum eft : fi vero nulli praeceſſerint, neganti opi- 
nioni adbaereſcendum, vel ad ſummum, quod reipſa eodem 
recidit, judicium caute cebibendum, dum ſigna patbognomo- 
nica plura, urgentia, certo certiora, rem in apertiſſima 
luce collocent. Proinde facile condono, ut de fatti ve- 
ritate ulterius inquiratur. Neque enim obfuit unquam, 
profuit vero non ſemel, de iis, que evidentiſſima vide- 
bantur, queſtionem moviſſe. Whenever the virus 
„is received, that part by which it is admitted, 
« 18 always firſt affected; but I entirely agree with 
« that celebrated man who directs us in the fol- 
“ lowing manner, Concerning the Lues Venerea as 
<< often as local diſorders preceded a certain one, 
“it is to be judged by lighter ſignals ; but if _ 

of K 

* De morb. vener. lib, II. cap. ii. p. 94. 95 · 
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<« had preceded it, the negative opinion is to be 
'< adhered to; or we muſt at leaſt carefully with- 
hold our judgment, till many and irreſiſtible pa- 
thognomonic ſigns place it in the cleareſt light. 
Therefore I eaſily forgive a cloſer enquiry into 
<«< the truth of the fact, when made; for it never 
* was of diſſervice, but rather of great ſervice more 
than once, to call theſe things in queſtion, which 
t ſeemed molt evident.“ 

Nor do theſe  cireumſtances which a celebrated 
author * relates of other poiſons, ſeem to prove 
much. - Whilſt the ſmall pox is applied to the little 
wounds made in the ſkin, theſe places are generally 
inflamed and ulcerated by it, until the infection be- 
gins to operate. This is true; but when it ſpon- 
taneouſly comes, without the art of inciſion or inno- 
me uſed to a man, who can determine the 
place to which the contagion at firſt adhered, be- 
fore the whole body is over-run with it? Whilſt the 
hydrophobia approaches, obſervation teaches us, 
that the wounds made by the bite of a mad dog 
become inſlamed, and that the ſcars of thoſe wounds 
which have been already healed, will then burſt 
open again; but it is as certain, that the ſaliva of 
a mad dog has produced that cruel evil without any 
previous wound; as appeared in the chapter of ca- 


nine madneſs. n 

The venereal virus therefore, when not yet entan- 
gled with tough humours, or elſe when freed from 
them, is ſo very minute, and even imperceptible by 
the ſenſes, that it can find its way into the maſs of 
circulating humours, and be carried with them 
through every part of the body. 

It is fully as active after the lurking in the blood, 
and has the fame effect as if externally applied; 
from whence it may happen, that whoſoever hath 
this venereal contagion in his body may have no 
ſign of it externally; yet that contagion may af- 

6-4 | . terwards 

De morb. vener. lib, ii. cap. 5. p. 94, 95. ; 
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terwards be depoſited in certain parts of the body, 
with a train of humours which it has aſſimilated to 
itſelf, and produce evil effects: but it ſometimes 
happens, that the virus abſorbed by the venereal 
ulcer of the gland, though not large, may be de- 
poſited in various parts of the body, and then en- 


flame and ulcerate them. I have ſometimes ſeen ve- 


nereal ulcers on the inſide of the mouth, in a few days 
after the infection, though it may be that ſuch little 
ulcer ſolely indicated a venereal contagion to have 
been received from impure venery; nor can it be 
always aſcribed to laſcivious kiſſes, pᷣnce even the 
whole ſkin was at the fame time ſpotted with 
blotches, or venereal pimples, or the evil was de- 


poſited in different parts of the body from its firſt - 


fomes, If therefore, the virus obſorbed from a ſmall 
venereal ulcer can infect the whole body, cannot 
the ſame happen when an imprudent man is promp- 
ted to criminal connection with a diſtempered wo- 
man? ſo that the venereal poiſon may be mixed 
with the humours, though no injury appear on 
any external part of the body ; though no gonor- 
rhea nor venereal ulcer precede it, and conſequently 
merely from the contagion abſorbed. 


The faculty have juſtly conſidered, whether the 


actual preſence of the venereal virus in the body, 
can be diſcovered by any ſigns before it is depoſited 
in any certain place of the body, and manifeſts it- 
ſelf by ſome ſenſible effect. ö 

If we attentively conſider what are read of the 
Brunnus Gallicus, of which mention has been made 
in the preceding ſection, the health of the in- 


fected will appear to have been impaired by that 


diſtemper“; tor it is ſaid that the ſigns of its received 
fury do not immediately break forth, but will ſome- 


times remain dormant for ſome months. Interim in- 


ſueta quadam ignavia, ſeu torpore, gravati, pigri, ſeg- 
nes, inertes ad conſueta munia obeunda, animo quoque 
abjecto, 


Schenck. obſervat. med: rarior. lib. VI. p. 816, et ſeq. * 


— 
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abjefto, triſtes vultu, cum nec mens, neque manus & 
pedes, officium facerent, veluti umbræ, non homines, 
paſſim oberrantes conſpiciebantur. Nativus faciei color 
in pallidum, wigor ipſe oculorum in torvam, cir- 
culo fuſco, ficut mulieribus menſtruatis, deformem, 
FJubito, immutatus : frons exporrectior in caperatam & 
nubilam degeneraverat. In the mean time they are 
« attended with unaccuſtomed heavineſs, ſloth, in- 
* activity of body, dejection of mind, a ſorrowful 
< countenance, a dulneſs of the eyes, encircled with 
« black like women at their periodical times; pale- 
<« neſs of face already deformed, the mind, hands, 
« and feet, ſtill refufing their offices, or only at- 


4 

« tempting to perform them; like ſhadows rather 
& than men, as they but appear to wander about. 
« The forehead more ſtretched out degenerates into 
angry frowns and horny wrinkles.” If theſe ſigns 
be compared with thoſe others, I have before noted 
from Bernardus Tomitanus, they will appear alike, 
and to be thoſe which each author uſed in de- 
ſeribing the Lues Venerea, whilſt it lay hid in its 
ſeed.” But Tomitanus, in the year 1376,“ died 
of the plague in Padua, at the age of ſeventy 
years, conſequently could have heard nothing of the 
Brunnus Gallicus; and it is by no means credible, 
that Jordanus Brunus, who ſaw the diſtemper with 
his own eyes, deſcribed the ſymptoms of the con- 

cealed infection from Tomitanus. 
But it is firſt to be obſerved, that after the firſt 
ſteps of this diſorder, it betrays itſelf by manifeſt 
ſigns ; for the venereal virus was depoſited in ſome 
certain places of the body, and not yet ſeparated 
from the humours; for example, Veſtigia cucurbi- 
tularum turgeſcentia extemplo ardor invaſit immenſus 
et immedicabilis, quem fædi abſeeſſus, & ulcera excepere 
putrida, ſanie taboque fluentia, &c. © Violent and 
«. obſtinate heat invaded the ſwelling traces of the 
cupping- glaſſes, which afterward broke _ = 
e et 


* Aſtruc, de morb. vener. tom, II. P. 766. 
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<« fcetid boils and putrid ulcers flowing with a filthy 
corruption, &. Perhaps the inſtrument, by 
which the ſcarifications were made, was infected, and 
left the virus in thoſe places it cut; which-might 
have remained for ſome time there, and afterwards 
become active ſo as to produce the worſt of ulcers. 
But then, theſe fœtid ulcers would have broke out 
in all the ſcarified places : but the hiſtory of this 
diſtemper teaches us different; for there “ we read 
as follows: Admiratione dignum initio, quod e tot af- 
fixis cucurbitis, cum alii decem plus minus, tres quoque 
tantum nounulli, opponi juſſiſſent, una duntaxat, aut 
ad ſummum duæ (ſocrui Laurentia ſartoris e quinde- 
cim tres) ex tis omnibus in fædam tranſiverant vomi- 
cam: In the beginning it is worthy of admira- 
<« tion, that from ſo many cupping-glaſſes applied, 
that ſome ordered ten at leaſt, others leſs, or three 
only to be applied, that one or two only at the 
<« moſt, (out of fifteen, put on the daughter-in-law 
of Laurence the taylor, three only) ſhould turn 
into fœtid running ſores.” From whence it 


cc 


re fixed to the ſcarified places, but that the health 
was diſturbed, and the virus was mixed with the hu- 

mours in a wonderful manner; and afterwards de- 
poſited in thoſe places, which it ravaged by a fœtid 
ulcer ; ita ut caro, cucurbite ambitu circumſepta, cor- 
roſa, putreſcens, tetrum, ut e Telephiis a Phagede- 
nicis ulceribus, fætorem infexerit ; © fo that the fleſh, 
<« within the circuit of the cupping-glaſs, was every 
& where ſeized, corroded, 2 with corrup- 
<« tion, ſo as to diſcharge a ſtench of cankered ſores. 


In the courſe of this work, when we come to 


ſpeak of the venereal buboe, it will evidently ap- 
pear, that the Lues Venerea for the moſt part ma- 
nifeſts itſelf in that part by which it is contracted, 
but yet not always. 


* Schenck, in loco modo citato. 


ars, that the virus of the diſtemper did not ad- 
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OR hath it ever taken its riſe from 
any man or woman not infected with 


the ſame diſeaſe, 


It fully appeats, from what hath been ſaid, that 
e Lues is the molt contagious diſtemper, and that 
it is molt extenſively ſpread by contagion, admits of 
no manner of doubt; but before in Sect. 1332, and 


1409, where treating of contagion in general it was 


ſhown, that contagion neceſſarily. pre-ſuppoſes two 


men, one from whom the contagion paſſes, and ano- 


ther who receives the ſame in himſelf, and grows 


ill by the ſame diſorder as the firſt. 


But if we conſider this matter, we cannot deny 


that the firſt of mankind who laboured under this 


contagious diſorder, had not contracted it without 


any communication of a_ contagion from another 
man; for it implies a manifeſt contradiction, that 
he who firſt laboured under any diſcaſe, ſhould have 
received infection from another man; as therefore 


the firſt who laboured under this diſeaſe was infec- 


ted without any contagion, why ſhould not the ſe- 
cCond, third, &c. alſo? From ſuch-like cauſes which 
produced the diſtemper in the firſt, many may be * 


fected in the ſame manner. 


But it was proved in the paragraphs zuſt now 
Cited, that diſeaſes may ſpring from manifeſt cauſes 


in the human body, which diſeaſes are the effects 
of thoſe cauſes, and yet the bady of the ſick man 
may be changed by thoſe ſame diſeaſes, ſo as that he 
may infect other men who had not been expoſed to 


theſe manifeſt cauſes by which the diſeaſes were pro- 

duced in the firſt ſick man. 
But where the contagion once takes birth, there | 
is no need that the fame cauſe which produced the 
| diforder 
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diſorder in the firſt ſick man, ſhould always remain; 
but that the ſame diſeaſe may go on to exerciſe its 
force on others, by communicating a contagion, 
which, whoever can avoid, will remain free from 
the diſeaſe, as was proved by many more obſervations 
in thoſe places already cel 

From hence it is underſtood, why certain diſorders 
are derived from certain regions where they are ende- 
mial, and only brought by contagion into other re- 
7 75 which contagion being once overcome, the 
diſeaſe takes no ſecond birth, unleſs the ſame con- 
courſe of cauſes happens which produced the diſeaſe 
in the firſt man who laboured under it; yet this very 
rarely comes to paſs, and in certain regions never. 

But I have known no obſervation by which it can 
be demonſtrated, that the Lues Venerea hath taken 
birth in Europe without a contagion. 

Nevertheleſs, as the firſt who was attacked with 
the Lues, had contracted it without a contagion, he 
ought to have bred it from one or more cauſes con- 
curring with this filthy diſeaſe. The faculty were 
very aſſiduous in the ſearch of ſuch cauſes, whilſt 
they carefully explored this new diſorder ; and, as is 
cuſtomary in ſuch caſes, they divided into different 
opinions, | _— | 

It was before ſaid, that the Lues Venerea was 
aſcribed, in its firſt origin, to ſome certain aſpects 
of the ſtars, inundations, and various other cauſes ; 
but then it was alſo proved, that ſuch cauſes had 
often exiſted in Europe before this diſtemper was 
known there, and alſo afterwards; yet it was never 
obſerved that the diſtemper was thereby rendered 
more general or virulent, 

Many * have belieyed that the leproſy had dege- 
nerated into the Lues Venerea; and its origin was 
attributed to a famous harlot, whoſe favours were 
obtained for fifty pieces of gold, by a ſoldier of ſome 

Vor. XVII. D ; military 


® Aphrodiſiac. p. 1. & alibi ſzpius, 


1 


| ſively, had inſpected into the nature o 
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military order ; which harlot had the leproſy. Then 
as this youth, and many more, often frequented this 
woman's company, more than forty of them were in 
a few days intected, and the evil was extenſively 
ſpread among others *. | 
But as the celebrated Aſtruc excellently remarks + 
that Felix Platerus, during forty-three years ſucceſ- 
f the leproſy, 
and having many occaſions for employing himlelf in 
ſuch obſervations, well knew that diſeaſe : but he 
aſſerts the leproſy to be a diſeaſe quite different from 
the Lyes Venerea, whole ſigns and ſymptoms he very 
diligently ſearched into, becauſe the knowledge of 
that diſeaſe was then very neceſſary, whilſt the e 
was believed to be ſpread to ſome diſtance by con- 
tagion; and therefore the chief magiſtrate ordered the 
ſound to be ſeparated from the diſeaſed, and appointed 
eee hoſpitals for the poor, where they might 
cured. 
But q this diſorder 1s chiefly propagated by co- 
ition, many have believed that this ſcourge of ſen- 
ſuality had principally taken its origin from unbridled 


Juſt; at leaſt this cauſe cannot properly be aſſigned 


for its origin in Europe, neither would it have lain 
hid there for ſo many ages, if it had its origin from 
thence. The manners of the ancients were very 


depraved, as hiſtory informs us; yet we find no 
trace of the Lues Venerea in antient hiſtory, not 


even in the poets, who ſeverely laſhed mens immo- 
rality, without ſparing the vices of the age. In what 


lively colours would Juvenal, Horace, Martial, &c. 


deſcribe the miſerable victims to this diſeaſe, if they 
ſaw theſe mutilated ſons of venery, ſome with their 
noſes cut off or torn, or boils flowing with filthy cor- 
ruption? From whence it may be concluded, that 
the coincidence of thoſe cauſes, from which the diſ- 
| | | temper 

® Aphpodiſiac. p. 9 + De morb. venex, 
tom. II. P- 8 | | 
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temper might have had its birth without any preced- 
ing contagion, was not yet obſerved in Europe. 

But in the torrid regions, where women are ob- 
ſerved to have their courſes more acrid, where no 
difficulty attends the deſire of any raviſher, where 
the men furiouſly ruſh on with looſe reins to venery, 
it does not ſeem entirely improbable that the filthy 
diſeaſe had its origin there. It at leaſt ſeems a pro- 
bable conjecture of Aftruc *, which he thus pro- 
poſes : Cum ergo in omnibus terre locis, ubi Lues Ve- 
nerea antiquitus endemia fuiſſe videtur, eundem atris fer- 
vorem cum pari incolarum impudicitia conjuntIum faiſſe, 
manifeſtum fit, haud inanis inde locus eſt colligendi, mor- 


| bum natura eundem, quo regiones longiſſime diffite, & 


inter quas nulla fuit commercii communio, fimili modo 
infeſtabantur, a ſimili cauſarum earundem concurſu, in 
quo tantum convenirent, generatum olim fuiſſe, & gene- 
rari etiamnum, fi indigenæ iiſdem moribus vivant. 
« Therefore, as in all places of the earth where the 
« Lues Venerea ſeems formerly to have been ende- 
„ mial, it is well known that a fervent temperature 
* of the air had been joined to an equal impudicity 
of the inhabitants, there ſeems reaſon to conclude, 
« that a diſtemper which had prevailed with the ſame 
<« ſymptoms, in regions diſtant from one another, 
and between whom no commerce had ever been 
„carried on, was generated in all by the concurrence 
of the ſame cauſes, and may be produced again, 
if the inhabitants live in the ſame immoral man- 
« ner,” 

Many others would have the Lues Venerea to have 


had its. birth from a mixture of nations and aſſemblage 


of their various diſeaſes, which all met together at 
the camps before Naples. But the celebrated Mar- 
gagni + makes the following remark : Quaſi vero iis 
in caſtris major fuiſſet nationum commiſtio, quam Rome 
quondam, cum unum idemque ſcortum pateret Cattis, 

| 2 Germanis, 


Lib. I. cap. xii. p. 92. | + De ſedibus et caufis 
morporum per anat. indagatis, tom. II. p. 370. | 
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Germanis, Dacis, Cilicibus, Cappadocibus, Indis, Ju- 
dæis, Sc. I una tum Rome deerat natio Americana, 
quacum qui commercium per ſe, aut per alios ſaltem, ba- 
buiſſent, in caſtris illis non deerant; ut unde nova non 
morborum colledtio, fed Lues, in Europam venerit, intel- 
digatur ; As if in that camp a greater mixture of 
nations happened than formerly at Rome, where 
* one and the fame proſtitute was expoſed to the 
* Germans, Tranſilvanians, Cappadocians, Indians, 
Jews, &c. the American nation only was then 
* wanting at Rome; but in that camp there was no 
„ want X perſons who had commerce with all other 
< nations, at leaſt intermediately, to ſhew from 
« whence this Lues, not afſemblage of diſcaſes, had 
c its origin.“ 
But though it cannot be denied that the Ameri- 
cans often uſed bad victuals, yet the origin of the 
Lues Venerea cannot from thence be deduced, as the 
celebrated Aſtruc || demonſtrates by more proofs 


than one, at leaſt in N cities in Europe; or 


when, for other cauſes, a ſcarcity of ptoviſions diſ- 
treſſes the miſerable inhabitants, and the worſt of 
diſorders have been bred; but the Lues Venerea ne- 
ver was of their number, From whence it may be 
yery juſtly concluded, that the Lues Venerea did not 
ſpontaneouſly take birth in Europe, but was propa- 

ated by contagion ; $ which is chiefly communicated 
by coition, by Kiſſing, or at the breaſts. For 


though that celebrated author, Antonius Muſa Bra, 


ſavolus denies not that it may be communicated by 
other means, ſuch as ſleeping m the ſame bed with 
one infected, drinking out of the ſame veſſel, & c. 
with him, yet he obſerves, addendum eſſe, ad hoc uſque 
rempus non efſe viſum, neque cognitum, quod quiſpiam 
wifi per coitum, vel oſculum, vel mammas, hunc mor- 
zum rereperit; & that even unto this day it has not 
; Ji « been 
t Martial, lib. VII. epig. 29. I Lib. I. cap. xij. 
tom. J. p. go. & ſeq. + $ Aphrodiſiac, p. 674, 7 
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ce been known that any perſon had received this diſ- 


« eaſe, unleſs by kiſſing, ſucking at the breaſt, or 
« by coition.“ 


8 E CT. MCCCCXLIY, 


H E part infected (Sect. 1442) is at 
divers times truly known, chiefly by a 
diverſity of contagious matter ifſuing from the 
infected place, by a degree of heat, by a change 
of conſtitution, by itching, heat, a ſoft in- 
flammation, by a rough, ſcaly, whitiſh, mu- 
coſe, corroding puſtule, not to be cured by 
common medicines, 


As the Lues Venerea is ſo grievous an evil; and 
as It is rehdered worſe by delay, every phyſician 
ought therefore to apply his labours, that it may be 
known at its firſt appearance. Sect. 1442 informed 
us, that this diſtemper is wont to manifeſt itſelf firſt 
in that part by which it was contracted; but it was 
alſo ſaid, that ſometimes the venereal virus is mixed 
with the maſs of humours, without leaving a trace 
in that part by which it was contracted ; but the con- 
tagion, if not by good fortune carried away from 
the body, as ſometimes ſeems to be the caſe, it, 
changes a part of thoſe humours with which it 
flowed through the veſſel into its own nature; and 
this evil, ſo borne in a man ſound before, will be 
depoſited in various parts of his body, and begin to 
adhere there, and ſo produce various evils. 

In this ſection we muſt treat about theſe mor- 
bid changes which appear in various parts of the 
body, whilſt the contagion adheres to them, whether 
by immediate contact of an infected perſon, or whe- 
ther by a depoſition of contagious matter before 


mixed with the humours, and now removed to thoſe 
parts of the body. 


D 3 According 


2 
* * 
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According to the variety of the places infected, a 
diverſity is manifeſtly obſerved; for as moſt parts 
of the body are covered with a rough ſkin, but ſome 
want theſe; ſo it has been obſerved, that whilſt mid- 
wives feel the genital parts moiſtened by the vene- 
real corruption a long while, they muſt be affected 
by the diſorder, where a contagion of a moſt effi- 
cacious malignity muſt penetrate the hard ſkin, ſo as 
to infect the body, or raiſe an ulcer in that ſkin very 
hard to be cured; as the ſame is often obſerved in 
the back of the penis, whilſt the ſkin, by impure 
coition, is corroded by a fœtid ulcer : but where 
the corruption breeds in thoſe parts of the body 
which have no ſkin, and ceteris paribus, the virus 
more eaſily penetrates, yet not always fo, that this 
dangerous evil follows; ſo it is well known, that 
the cutis does not cover the noſtrils and lips, but the 
epidermis only, as it does likewiſe the whole internal 
bone. So it 1s with regard to the breaſts of a wo- 
man, and the interior part of her genitals, in the 
glans of the penis, andin the internal ſuperficies of the 
ræpuce. 1 heſe ſeem to be more eaſily infected alſo 
by a lighter Conran, whilſt the parts covered with 
{kin are better defended. So it is generally obſerved 
that the Jews are leſs ſubject to infection, if in the 
ſame circumſtances ; for as the fore-ſkin is cut off 
from them, the naked glans of the penis is conti- 
nually rubbed by their cloaths, and thereby rendered 
more callous ; likewiſe that between the fore-ſkin 
and the glans, nothing can be collected to prevent 
the activity of the virus, and therefore it is much 
worſe and more acrid. For this reaſon the frænum 
of the præpuce, in thoſe who have it ſhort, is. ſo 
frequently corroded, viz. by the lodging of the vi- 
rus ſo readily upon it. 
Of contagious matter.] The whole hiſtory of this 
diſeaſe reaches, that divers degrees of the malignity 


may be obſerved in the contagious matter of this 
diſtemper. It will hereafter appear, that there are 


venereal 
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venereal gonorrheas very mild as yet, from which 
the matter, changed from white to ſtraw colour, 
diſtils from the penis, and attacks the urethra with 
a light painful heat. From fome others this matter 
comes forth of a deep yellow, and from others green- 
iſh, corroding and affecting the urethra with into- 
lerable pain, while the urine is diſcharged ; the veſſels 
| corroded, and the urine is bloody. In the worſt of go- 
norrheas however, if proper medicines be applied, we 
ſee the worſt and molt acrid contagious matter gra- 
dually amend, until, with — = decreaſe of 
all the ſymptoms, it comes away whitiſh, or a little 
yellowiſh, and in a ſmall quantity, and at length 
ceaſes altogether. | 

But it is eaſily underſtood, that a woman muſt be 
infected with the fame virulence as the man was with 
whom ſhe was connected. This obſervation holds, 
if the diſtemper be confirmed; and not any one 
part, but the whole body be infected. What the 
celebrated Aftruc has written, concerning the variety 
of the contagion, deſerves to be read. * 

By a degree of exciting heat.] As it ſeems that 
this diſtemper was formerly bred in the hotteſt coun- 
tries without any contagion, at leaſt in the firſt man 
who laboured under it, as was ſaid in the precedent 
ſection, it ſeems very poſſible that the activity of 
the venereal] virus might have been increaſed by a 

ater degree of heat ; from whence it has been ob- 
el that this diſeaſe hath ſometimes made ſuch 
hayock in the burning regions of Africa. It is alſo 
obſerved, that the bodies of infants and boys nouriſh 
this fœtid diſeaſe more readily : for by engaging in 
venery, their bodies are in general hotter than thoſe 
of the adult. Whilſt filthy proſtitutes are incited to 
venery by handſome young men, it is to be feared, if 
they are infected, that the contagion will be more 


Violent, : | 
D 4 ke 
* Lib. II. cap. iii. p. 94. & ſeq. 9 
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It is conſtantly obſerved, that theſe of the infected 
who indulge themſelves with hot wines, aromatic ſpices, 
and ſpirituous liquors, feel an increaſe of all the 
evils of the diſeaſe. Phyſicians are often grieved that 
ſuch patients ſhould become diſobedient towards the 
finiſhing their cure by mercury or decoctions, and fo 
deſpiſe thoſe ſalutary precepts of art, as to give 
themſelves up to exceſs of gluttony and drinking, 
until a return of the diſeaſe again ſhews itſelf, ariſing 
from ſome minute virulent particle which had not 
yet been expelled from the body, ſo that improper 
or bad diet agitates it again in ſuch à manner that the 
eyil remains, and they and the phyſicians hopes 
ſcandalouſly fail of cure. 

It is true that the ſick are kept in a warm air, 
whilſt the cure is attempted by ſalivation or decoQion 
but the intention then 1s, that the humours, looſened 
by the force of thoſe remedies, may be driven out of 
the body by ſalivation or ſweating, with the venereal 
virus that adheres to them. So far it conduces to 

a cure, when the ſick live in a warm climate, durin 
the expulſion of the diſeaſe from the body, then their 
ſtrength is ſuſtained by ſoft diet, and what had been 
Joſt is again reſtored to them. | | 

Rendering the ſtrength of the contagion more 
active by heat, is a very different thing from expel- 
ling that evil by a heat prudently increaſed, the hu- 
mours being firſt diflolved. From hence likewiſe, in 
hot regions, the cure of the venereal diſeaſe will be 
Honer and more happily effected, if proper methods 
are applied. | LY 
From a diverſity of conſtitution or air.] It fol- 
© lows, from what has been before ſaid, that men of 
a hot conſtitution are ſooner and more vehemently 
affected by the contagion of this diſtemper ; and that 
in cold and phlegmatic conſtitutions, and fat cor- 
pulent men, this diſtemper is entangled by flow and 
viſcid humours, and is more hard to be extricated 
from them, as will be treated of hereafter. : 

| n y 
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By itching, heat, a gentle inflammation, a little 
bliſter, &c.] What may appear changed in that 
part by which the contagion of the Lues Venerea was 
contracted, is now to be ſtrictly enquired into. 
Theſe things were all accurately deſcribed, * where 
that part by which a contagion firſt enters lies open 
to the eyes. Hi enim macula rubella obſervatur, que 
variolæ naſcituræ, aut morbilli, ſtigma, vel morſuns 
pulicis, ferme refert. In bac æger pruritum levem, ca- 
lorem moleſtum, vix dolorem, Tenti t. Elevatur papula 
bac, ſquamulamque cuticulæ attollens bullulam elevat, 

uz, fe latice tenui, pellucido, diſtenditur, rupta dein 
Fadi ſanari, abſque ulteriori malo, ſolet : © For 
there ſome red ſpots are obſerved, which are much 
<« like a naſcent ſmall-pox or meaſles, pimples or 
&« flea-bites. Here the patient feels a light itching, 
« and ſome troubleſome heat, ſcarcely to be called a 
<« pain: a bliſter here riſes; lifting up a knob raiſes 
e alſo ſome ſcales on the ſkin, which if covered by a 
<« thin pellucid ſkin, and then breaking, ic will be 


| 
<« eaſily cured, without any farther evil.” _ 


For the ſkin being broken, the contagious particle, 
together with a moiſture or water to which It ad- 
hered, flows out; nor does it leave any trace of evil; 
as it is but thin, it fails of that tenacity by which the 
diſorder might have been entangled and fixed in the 
lace. | | | | 
f Quoties vero macula modo deſcripta in tuberculum 
aſſurgit repletum materia ſubalbida flaveſcente, ſpiſſa* 
inſtar cremoris lactis recentis, vix cobærente, ſed inſtar * 
ejuſdem cremoris defluente quaſi ; quando, intercepta di- 
gitis, horum a ſe invicem abductione lenta remittitur; 
que exſiccata, ex viridi flaveſcens, indureſcit cum lin- 
ſeis, quibus inbæret; tum ſemper finiſtri magis ominis 
erit malum, ſuſpectum prudenti medico, neque adeo facile 
ſanabile. Cancrum ſeu idiotiſmo chirurgi jam vocare 
ſolent. + © But as often as theſe ſpots now deſcribed 
«* riſe into a fwelling, filled with matter turnin 
9 | he. from 
In Praefatione Aphrodiſiaci. + Ibid, 
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« from white to yellow, about the thickneſs of new 
cream, no way viſcous; for being taken between 
the fingers, it falls into broken drops, when 
« gently preſſed and ſeparated by them; thin, turn- 
« ing from yellow to green, as it dries and hardens 
« upon the linen it adheres to, it always gives a bad 
* omen of this diſtemper, which is ſuſpected by a 
« prudent phyſician to be not fo eaſily curable. 
Surgeons have called it a chancre, becauſe it 
„ obeys not the common remedies,” feeds gradually 
upon neighbouring places, and if it is covered with 
a cruſt, and ſeems to be almoſt dry, many more 
ſuch take birth again, with every property of the 
former. . 

The firſt trace of the Lues Venerea in that part of 
the body it firſt infected, was wont to appear in ſuch 
form whilſt the contagion adhered to that place. For 


if that contagion, by the great heat of the air or the 


conſtitution, had become very active and moveable 
by fervent venery, it ſometimes remains not fixed in 
the external integuments of the body; hut being ab- 
ſorbed by the imbibing veins, it is mixed with the 
humours, and converts a part of them into its own 
nature. This morbid matter is afterwards carried 
to the exterior habit of the body, and produces ſimi- 
lar puſtules, as hath been before ſaid, in Sect. 1442. 
And. it is ſometimes obſerved, for I myſelf have 
ſeen the venereal virus already received in the blood, 
and afterwards depoſited in the {kin, produce ſpots 
of a dark red, hardly raiſed, which become rough 
and ſcaly, and after many ſucceſſive ſcales, brake 
and change to venereal ulcers; which daily diſcharged 
a large quantity of corruption, turning from a yel- 
low colour to a green. | 
From whence it appears that the danger is alſo the 
greater, if the venereal virus immediately entered the 
blood, without affecting that part which it firſt 
touched; for though the morbid matter be after- 
wards again ſeparated from the blood, and depoſited 


E 
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in other places, ſtill an augmentation of the morbid 
matter appears; and it is not in the power of the 
phyſician to direct ſuch a removal to thoſe places 


where it may be depoſited with leſs danger, and more 


eaſily cured. For ſome ſad caſes teach us, that not 
only the exterior, but interior parts of the body have 
alſo been moſt foully infected, as the following ſec- 
tion will inform us. 

Aſtruc * hath not undeſervedly taught, Statuit Vi- 
rus Venereum partibus, quaſcumque afficit, ruborem, 
calorem, tenſionem, dolorem, uno verbo pblogaſim, vel 
inflammationem adferre; that in thoſe parts affected 
«.with the venereal virus, redneſs, heat, extenſion, 
“ pain, and in a word, a fiery inflammation is pro- 
« quced.” Yet this inflammation is ſlow, and runs 
with an eaſy pace to its period; for it turns not into 
an abſceſs ſo very ſuddenly after as in other inflam- 
matory dileaſes, nor does the departure of the inflam- 
mation follow ; but an acrimony ſtill remains, which 
occupies the parts of the body, nay even the bones 
are not excepted, which it conſumes and deſtroys 
with a ſlow putrefaction. | 

But though theſe ſigns, which occur in a place 
occupied by the Lues Venerea were exactly de- 
ſcribed, yet we mult be very careful in proceeding 


according to theſe diagnoſtics ; for though the phy- 


ſician might have a juſt ſuſpicion of this fœtid diſeaſe, 
prudence requires that we denounce it not raſhly, 
unleſs the patient acknowledges to have incurred the 
danger of catching the diſtemper. Many are accuſ- 
tomed to wu that very obſtinately, and heap con- 
tumely and ill treatment upon the phyſician who da- 
ringly ſuſpected any ſuch matter. The reputation of 
the patient, together with the peace of his family, 
will undoubtedly require to be always conſidered. 


Lib. II. cap. i, p. 89. & ſeq. 
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SECT. MCCCCXLV. 
ROM hence it firſt, and for the moſt part, 


infects its external neighbouring parts, in 
its growth, with ulcerous puſtules of a fimilar 
nature; from whence the internal parts, the 
lips, gums, palate, tongue, jaws, noſe, brain, 
liver, lungs, melt, womb, &c. become alſo 
infected. | 


The venereal virus hath this in common with 
other contagious diſeaſes, that if it had been received 
even in the moſt found human body, it can change 
the ſound: humours into its own nature, and ſo 2 
increaſed in quantity. It is manifeſt from what has 
been ſaid about the ſmall-pox, that the leaſt particle 
of the contagion entering into the ſound body, and 
mixed with the humours, ſo changes them, that 
in. eight days time the whole body is overſpread 
with the pock burſting with matter, the leaſt drop 
of which will communicate the ſame diſorder to a 
ſound perſon. Hence it appears how much the con- 
tagion of this diſorder can increaſe and be multi- 
hed. In a canine madneſs, the itch, plague, &c. the 

me obſervation holds. Therefore, as the Lues Ve- 

nerea is propagated by contagion, dimanat ab ægris 
in ſanos ſeminium, foe miaſma quoddam morbificum, 
quod; pauca quidem, imo pauciſſima, quantitate, & in- 
cunſpicuis viis; ſano corpore inſinuatum, dein copia, 
viri bus, efficacia, fimul invaleſcens, totam humorum 
maſſam tardius citiuſque inficere valeat, atque peſſun- 
dare: it ſpreads its ſeed, or a certain morbific 
virus, from the ſick to the ſound : though even 
« in the ſmalleſt quantity, and by the moſt occult 
«© means it may be inſinuated into the found body, 
« it afterwards infects the whole maſs of humours 
, by its force, its quantity and efficacy, and will, 
« fooner 
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« ſooner or later, maſter it.“ Therefore as the 
contagious particle may be very minute in the Lues 
Venerea, and equally as in other like diforders it 
may be moveable enough in its nature, it may ſeem 
robable that it can be ſpread through the air by 
ight cauſes, and propagared at a diſtance, as is cer- 
tainly known concerning the contagion of the ſmall- 
x. Venereum virus non conftat partibus tenuibus, levi- 
I. volatilibus, Penetrabilibus, quæ in auras ſpargi þoſ- 
int, quæ in diftans evolent, que ſtrictiſſimos poros celer- 
Time pervadant, ſed craſſis, ponderofis, fixts, quæ com- 
municari non polſint, niſi calore exaltentur, mfi partes 
objele rare fint & permeabiles, niſi contatius inter- 
cedat immediatus et ſatis diuturms : + But the 
« venereal virus conſiſts not of ſlender, light, vola- 
& tile, penetrable parts, which cannot be Ipread in 
the air, which fly to a diſtance, or lightly enter 
* the narroweſt pores; for they are thick, heavy, 
* and ſo fixed, that they cannot be communicated 
except that they are raiſed by heat, and that the 
ce parts objected be rare and paſſible, and unleſs the 
contact precede and be of ſome continuance.” + 
Then the venereal diſtemper is accuſtomed to cree} 
on with a flow pace, but yet not always. For ſome- 
times this infection, bred from a local evil, will preſently 
manifeſt and diſperſe itſelf, in a ſhort interval of time, 
all over the body. Gaſperus Torrello, who wrote about 
the end of the fifteenth century, in a few years 
after this diſtemper was known in Europe, relates 
the following caſe of a young man of twenty-four 
years of age, qui rem habuit cum muliere habente pu- 
dendagram ; quare eodem die ipſe fuit eodem morbo in- 
fetus ; que infectio incepit apparere in virga ; ut ſolet 
ad plurimum aliis evenire : nam ſequemi die apparuit ulcus 
in virga, cum quadam duritie longa, tendente verſus in- 
guina, ad modum radii, cum ſorditie, & virulentia. 
Poſt ſex dies, ulcere ſemicurato, arreptus fuit ab inten- 
| - fiffemis 
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hiffimis doloribus capitis, eolli, ſpatularum brachiorum, tibi- 
arum, et caſtarum, et præſertim in eorum muſculis, cum 
maximis vigiliis, a quibus moleſtabatur non nift in nocte poſt 
primum ſommum. Elapfis paſtea decem diebus, apparucrunt 
mult puftule, in capite, facie et collo, Sc. © who 
« had connection with an infected woman; where- 
« fore he was that very day infected with the ſame 
« diſeaſe; which infection began to appear in his 
« yard, as it uſually happens to others. The fol- 
« lowing day an ulcer appeared on his penis, with 
<« a certain long hardneſs, large and tending towards 
« the groin, which burſt forth altogether with a 
« filthy fœtid matter. In fix days after, he being 
« half cured of that ulcer, he felt very grievous 
* pains. in his head, neck, ſhoulders, arms, ſhin- 
« bones, ribs, and eſpecially in the muſcles of 
« thoſe parts; with want of ſleep, but not till after 
« his firſt ſleep. Ten days having elapſed, a num- 
<« ber of pimples or bliſters appeared on his head, 
& face, and neck, &c.“ 7 

Thar hiſtory proves the venereal diſtemper to have 

en diſperſed all over the body in a ſhort time, 
and to have produced very pernicious ſymptoms. 

Therefore, as the maſs of this contagion may be 
very minute, it ought to appear ſoon ſpread over 
the body, or be received by the veins, 1o as to be 
mixed with circulating humours, and infect the 
whole body. But many more obſervations teach us, 
that the venereal virus can adhere a long while to a 
certain place, before the whole body is infected; 
but this can hardly be conceived, unleſs that virus 
by being wrapped up in very tenacious humours, 


1 


adheres to the part affected. 

This is a reaſon with the celebrated phyſicians 
ſtated, that this diſtemper, eſcaping all the ſenſes, ad- 
hered to ſome more tenacious humours, which ſerved 
it as a vehicle; for here Fernelius * . 
| | that 
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that ſubtilty to be ſo great, fere corporis expers fit 3 
« that it 1s not only light, but that it may be almoſt 
& called immaterial,” Hence, if it is not joined to 
ſome other humours, it cannot act in the human body. 
Qui enim palſit corpori naſtro vim inferre virtus incorpo- 
« rea? Who or what incorporeal power can affect our 
© bodies?” From whence he adds the following: 
Quanquam enim piluitoſa videatur materia, veneni 
tamen maleficio perfuſa, acrimoniæ particeps eſt : 
« yet the malevolence of the poiſon is ſpread through 
* the pituitous matter, which becomes a partaker of 
« its acrimony.” So Fracaſtorius + thought the ſame 
in writing of this diſeaſe. 


Porro homine e toto, quod in iþſo ſanguine craſſum 
Et ſordens lentore foret, foedilſima primum 
Corripuit, ſeſe paſcens uligine pingui. 


And a little after, where he treats of the venereal 
puſtules which deform the body: 


— — Puſtula ſummæ 
Glandis ad effigiem, & pituita marcida pingui, 
Tempore que multo non poft adaperta dehiſcens, 
Mucoſa multum ſanie taboque flucbat. * 


Helmont || compares the ſubtilty of this conta- 
gion to ſcented effluvias, which are generally taken 
as inſtances by philoſophers to prove the great. divi- 
ſibility of bodies, which almoſt ſurmount all ima- 

ination. For it is known chat aſſafœtida, muſk, 
Kc. ſpread their ſcents through a large room for a 
long time, without a ſenſible decay of their weight. 
For, he holds this opinion, eft zimirum Lues non qui- 
dem morbus con ans materia ex qua: ſed fermentum 
duntaxat venenoſum, ſolidis vel liquidis naſtri partibus, 
| odoris 
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odoris inſtar, affixum : © that the Lues is certainly 
not a diſeaſe conſiſting of a peculiar matter, but 
* a fermented poiſon fixed to our fluid or ſolid parts 
* like an odour.” 

Whilſt the celebrated Boerhaave * conſidered theſe 
matters, celeberimus Boerhaave credidit hoc mali genus 
ſemper ſedere in illo humore pingui corporis humant, qui 
aaturaliter in bene ſanis replet illam partem, quam adi- 
poſum panniculum veteres, hodierni celluloſam membranam 
vocant: *© he believed that this kind of evil was 
« always placed in that fat humour of a human 
* body, which naturally fills up that part in people 
„ in health, which the ancients called panniculus 
„ adipoſus, and to which the moderns have given 
the name of the cellular membrane.“ 

For it conſiſts of many ſmall cells, which form a 
body pierced by many very ſubtle veſſels. All theſe 
little cells lie mutually open to one another, and may 
be wonderfully dilated by very ſmall force; from 
whence, in the emphyſema, being filled with air, they 
ſwell terribly; and ſwell in the dropſy, being filled 
with water. And on the other hand, in conſumptive 
caſes, theſe little cells will collapſe in ſuch a man- 
ner, that they will hardly leave a trace behind. 

It is to be particularly remarked, that this cellular 
membrane is every where ſpread under the ſkin, and 
that it not only lies upon all the muſcles, but alfa 
ſurrounds and inveſts thein on every ſide; and by 
its interpoſition ſeparates the mulcles from one ano- 
ther, that the motion of the muſcles may remain 
free ; and the tendons of the muſcles are every where 
furrounded by this cellular membrane, that they may 
be eaſily contracted and extended. The ſame mem- 
brane expands itſelf round the exterior parts of the 
periofteum, and bones, and junctures above the liga- 
ments, and covers all thoſe parts; and finally inſi- 
fiuates itſelf into the bowels, by an expanſion of the 

i i ch Peri- 

In Præfatione Aphrodiſiaci, 


dect. 1445. The VENEREAL Dis ASE. 49 


peritoneum. * But this ſame coat is diſtributed 
through the muſcles in ſuch a manner, that it inſi- 
nuates itſelf every where amengſt thoſe diſtin muſ- 
cular fibres; of which the greater are compoſed, ſo 
as to fold in and cover all the parts; by means of 
which thoſe muſcular parts which compoſe the greater 
muſcles are enabled to move with facility, and yet 
with diſtinct motions. But as that cellular coat 
reaches unto the perioſteum, and the matter of which 
the marrow is formed is brought by the veſſels of 
the perioſteum between the cavities of the bone, and 
partly carried back by the veſſels of the perioſteum, 
it is evident that an eaſy intercourſe is maintained by 
the effect of this membrane amongſt all the remoteſt 
parts of the body. F | 

The celebrated Boerbaave hath held it neceſſary to 
premiſe this, that his opinion of the Lues Venerea 
may be better underſtood : for he places the chief 
ſear of this diſtemper in the cellular membrane; 
whilſt this contagious evil enters the pores of the 
epidermis, and paſſes through the little veſſels of the 
ſkin, and works on to the cells of the membrana adi- 
poſa, and mixes itſelf there with the fat, then cor- 
rupts the viſcous oil by its virulence, and is again 
withheld and cheriſhed by the viſcous nature of that 
oily matter. Whence the fat collected in that mem- 
brane forms a neſt and vehicle for the venereal con- 

ion. 

This membrane is uſually called the membrana 
adipoſa, in thoſe parts of the body where it covers 
large ſwelling muſcles; for there it contains a great 
quantity of fat. But where this membrane is thin, 
as upon the eye-brows and forehead, then it is onl 
called the cellular membrane, and inſtead of a thic 
fat, contains in its veſſels only a mucous humour, 
which is likewiſe proper to entangle and retain the 
Venereal Lues. 5 

Vol. XVII. E. It 
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It may be conceived how uſeful this doctrine is, 
not only for the underſtanding the effects of the 
Lues Venerea, but alſo for the curing of this filthy 
diſeaſe, as will appear from what follows. The 
learned Aftruc endeavours to overturn this opinion, 
which ſeems to him to be contra notam veneni, ſeu 
ſemenis venerei, ingolem, facultatem, invadendi et pro- 
grediendi rationem, © inconſiſtent with the known man- 
ic ner of this poiſon's growth, its power and manner 
E of attack and progreſs.” He endeavours to eſta- 
bliſh this opinion with many arguments, nor does it 

ar uſeleſs to conſider theſe briefly. 

e firſt ſtates, that the gonorrhea, ſhancres, buboes, 
and warts, are for the moſt part to be obſerved as 
the farſt ſymptoms of the diſtemper, and that none 
of theſe lodge in the membrana adipoſa. But with- 
out diſreſpect vo ſo great a man, whoſe memory 1 
venerate, I muſt remark, that he has not fully read 
that moſt excellent preface with which Boerbaave 
adorned a collection of the authors Who have wrote 
of the Lues Venerea, publiſhed in the twenty-eighth 
year of this century at Leyden. I took care that 
this edition ſhould go forth more immaculate, be- 
"cauſe I owed all the matter of it to the beſt of 
" maſters, to whom I knew not how to pay ſufficient 
- gratitude. Hen 
But it is evident, that the celebrated Aſtruc had 
not attended to that diverſity of this membrana adi- 

ſa, which is ſet forth in elegant words in that pre- 

| Fe. In illis autem locis, ubi muſcult minimi, minuſque 
 agenies, membrana bæc adeo pauco pingui inſtruitur, ut 
ibi adipoſam negent omnes fere,  celluloſam tantum ad- 
mittat Ruyſchius. Ita in capite, palpebris, facie, ſcroto, 
aiunt abeſſe ; ſed falſe; adeft quippe, at tanto parcior 
ibi, quam ad nates, quantum elevator palpebræ ſuperi- 
' oris, vel corrugator frontis, minor eſt glutzis. © But 
| ( in 
De Lues Vener. lib, IX. tom. II. p. 1073. | 
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& in theſe places where the muſcles are but few and 
&« leaft active, this membrane is furniſhed with fo 
little fat, that moſt anatomiſts deny it to be the 
« membrana adipoſa. Ruyſchius only admits it to 
&© be the cellular membrane. In like manner ſome 
ts ſay, that it is not to be found in the head, eye-lids, 
« face, or ſcrotum ; bur that is falſe : for it is there, 
e but more ſparingly than upon the buttocks, &c.” 
It is the opinion of this author, that the venereal 
contagion 1s entangled and fixed firſt in that fat 
which fills the cells of the membrana adipoſa, 
namely in thoſe places where a ſolid thick fatneſs is 
ſpread over the muſcles ; but in other parts, where 
this fatneſs is wanting, or ſcarcely to be found, a 
mucoſe humour lies in theſe cells, which lubricates, 
the parts, and in like manner entangles the virus of 
the diſtemper by its viſcoſity, and retains it in that 
lace ; fo that being thus retained it affimilates the” 
flowing humours to itſelf: and as all theſe little cells 
are open to one another, and this coat is alſo ex- 
tended through the interior and exterior parts of the 
body, the increaſed virus may be propagated through 
the whole body, and may produce very melancholy 
evils in various places, as it comes to paſs in an inve- 
terate Lues, according to the juſteſt obſervations. 
hut it is known, that the hollow mucoſe places in 
the urethra caſt out ſuch a viſcid humour, which de- 
fends the channel of the urethta from the acrimony 
of the urine, and is moſt apt to catch the yeneteal 
contagion by its viſcoſity. From this it is evident, 
that the gonorthea does in no manner weaken, but 
tather eſtabliſhes Boerhaave's opinion, as it will ap- 
pear where the gonorrhea is hereafter treated of. 
For the ſame cauſe the moſt feetid ulcers fo fre- 
quently break out in the jaws, roof of the mouth, pa- 
late, and in the inſides of the noſtrils, and around them: 
for all theſe places are perpetually moiſtened by a 
copious, mucoſe, viſcous humour. The ſame alſo is 
true with regard to buboes; for though it may. be 
E vis * 2 * 
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that the virus, by being abſorbed by the lymphatic 
veins, might have come to the glands of the groin, 
yet thoſe Fikewiſc are placed in the membrana cellu- 
ofa or adipola. Beſides, anatomy teaches, that the 


glands are compoſed of atteries, veins, nerves, to- 


. with a certain particular fubſtance, which rules 
theſe veſſels and their various complications, and pre- 
ſerves their courſe and variety of combination; ſo 
that all this apparatus is ſurrounded in common with 
that membranous covering. From hence it is to be 
obſerved, that the glands of the groin are not with- 
out that cellular membrane in their fubſtance, as is 
W concerning theſe matters in Sect. 374, of in- 

ammation, and in Sect. 1225, of the dropſy; 
namely, that the cellular membrane is ſpread all 
over the body, that almoſt all the veſſels run into 
ſuch a cavernous fabſtance above mentioned, and 
ering a part of the fleſh between the ſkin and 
bones. Buboes will be treated of hereafter in their 
place. | | 


Boerhaave clearly explains what is to be con- 


ſidered in regard to the tumours called porra, and 
warts; for he afterwards had remarked, that the glans 


of the penis conſiſts of a ſpongy body, produced by 


the urethra turning backward above two ſpongy bo- 
dies of the penis, and adds the following words: 
Altera pars, que. ad glandem conſtituendam cum corpore 


| fpongioſo urethræ concurrit, eſt numeroſa congeries pa- 


Pillarum nerviſarum ſententium, qua a corona glandis, 
uſque ad urethre orificium, ordinatis ftratis ſuperficiei 
fabrice ſpomgioſe incumbit, atque exteriorem ita glandis 
ambitum facit, ut extremi hic nervi, voluptatis et do- 
loris inftrumenta propria, ſub tenerrima glandis mem- 
brana extima ccerciti, fibi mutus incumbentes, jaceant': 
hinc penis glans, fi deglubitur hoe  extremo involucro, 
 liberis, ſolutis, aſſurgentibus, his papillis hirta tota, et 
villoſa apparet. Omnes rurſum ha papille tema mem- 
drana celluloſa diſiindt ſunt a ſe mutuo. Quid /t ergo, 
Drag” 20050 ie OI | | tenuſfimam 
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tenuiſſimam tranſgreſſum membranam externam glandis, 
hanc ipſam exederit, en nudatas papillas has. Sed val 
quantus tunc dolor ! Utique intolerabilts : neque inter 
ſymptomata venerea vix aliud atrocius excrucians. Si 
tum celluloſa fabrica tenuts abſumitur tabo Venerto, 
ſolute papillæ excreſcunt, faciuntque verucces Venereas, 
horrendum ſymptoma; imprimis horreſcens circa coronam 
glandis ; quia plurimæ ibilem papille. Spectavi 
et exhorrui terribile hoc malum, quod, echini inſtar, glan- 
dem deformans, præputii fere motum omnem impediebut. 
That other part which concurs with the ſpongy 
« body of the urethra to conſtitute the glans, is a 
% numerous congeries of nervous papillæ, which 
lie along in regular ſtrata from the corona of the 
66 — to the orifice of the urethra, upon the 
6 {pongy ſuperficies, and fo forms the exterior ſur- 

ace of the glans ; that here the extreme nerves, 
the proper inſtruments of enjoyment and pain, are. 
placed under the outmoſt and tendereſt membrane 
« of the glans. From hence, if the glans of the 
penis is peeled or ſkinned, and this extreme cover 
« 1s ſeparated, it will appear all rough and ſhaggy, 
„ with theſe little papillæ riſing at liberty. Again, 
<« all theſe papillæ in the ſlender cellular membrane 
« are mutually diſtinguiſhed from one another. If 
<« therefore the evil, paſſing this ſlender external 
« membrane of the glans, ſhould eat into the 
« olans itſelf, then theſe little papille are all 
« changed; but with what intolerable pain! for a 
more excruciating can hardly be known amongſt 
« all the venereal ſymptoms. If then the cellular 
« ſender fabric is conſumed by the venereal corrup- 
tion, theſe papillæ freely grow up and form vene- 
4 real warts, which is a dreadful ſymprom, and 
* chiefly appears about the corona of the glans, be- 
« cauſe the moſt part of the papillæ are in the ſame 
e place. I have ſeen this terrible evil, as if it were 
« a hedge-hog deforming the glans, which almoſt 
* hindered all the motion of the fore-ſkin.” So that 
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if I do not miſtake, this difficulty propoſed by the 
celebrated Afruc againſt Boerhaave's opinion, is 
eaſily ſolved. - | 
Alruc takes a ſecond argument from the ſeat and 
figure of the little venereal ulcers, which he has 
ſtared to appear in vaſculis ſabaceis, quibus in viris 
balanus, balani corona, præputium, et frænum; in 
mulieribus vero cadurda, vulva, pterygia, clitoris, et 
vaginæ oftium, conjita ſunt ; © in the ſabaceous vaſculi, 
ein which the balanus, crown of the balanus præpuce, 
« and frænum in men, are ſeated; hut in the cadurda, 
e yulva, pterygia, and ofteum clitoris, in women.”* 
Nor does he affirm this only of theſe parts which are 
greatly infeſted by little yenereal ulcers, but ſtates 
that idem quoque debere intelligi de puſtulis venereis, 
guarum ſedes eſt in ſebaceis vaſculis, five lacunis, per 
cutem ſparſis; * the ſame ought to be underſtood 
of venereal puſtules, whole ſeats are in the ſabace- 
dous vaſculi, or the lacunæ ſpread through the ſkin.” 
Anatomy teaches, that ſuch lacunæ, or furrows, are 
to be found in the ſkin, into whoſe cavity an oily 
humour 1s ſecreted by the arteries, and afterward 
going out by ſtraiter paſſages, oils the ſkin and 
reſerves it flexible and ſoft ; and whilſt that ſame 
umour is hindered from going forth by whatſo- 
ever it is ſharpened in its delay, and diſtends the 
little bag in which it is contained, and creates tu- 
mours, which ſometimes grow to a great ſize. The 
liquor ſecreted in theſe furrows is fat and oily ; if there- 
fore the face of a ſound man be rubbed with a clean 
white cloth after ſleep, eſpecially about the ſides of 
the noſe, a greaſy ſpot will be found on the cloth. It 
Cannot be denied that theſe lacunæ or furrows contain 
a humour which can entangle the contagion of the 
Lues Venerea; and that perhaps venereal puſtules are 
from thence ſo often bred on the face. Butit cannot fro 
thence be concluded, as the celebrated Aſtruc would 
| e 
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have it, that theſe little ulcers have a ſeat not only in 
the integuments, but that they penetrate the fat or 
cellular membrane. I greatly wondered whilſt I 
read the following circumſtances, by which he be- 
lieved that this aſſertion could be proved, viz. 
Ex orbiculari ulcuſculorum forma, que cum vaſcu- 
lorum figura apprime congruit, ac tandem ex cicalrice 
nulla 50 curata ulcera ſuperſtite, vel tenuiſſima tantum, 
ferme inconſpicua, quod proinde, cutaneum integu- 
mentum ſuperficiarie ad ſummum, funditus vero minime, 
eroſum fuiſſe, demonſtrat: From the orbicular form 
4 of the little ulcers which particularly agrees with 
<« the figure of the veſſels, and finally from the 
% want of a remaining ſcar, which can hardly be 
« diſcerned after the cure, it is demonſtrable, that the 
* cutaneous integument is corroded towards the 
more ſuperficial part, but not at the bottom.” He 
afterwards adds, that the ſame circumſtance ap 
in the venereal ulcers ſpread through the reſt - the 
ſkin of the body. Certainly I appeal to all thoſe 
who have ſeen venereal ulcers, and treated them, 
whether they. have not ſeen unſeemly ſcars. This 
matter will be treated of in the following ſection, 
wherein theſe ulcers will be deſcribed with great 
exactneſs. | | 

The third argument brought by 4fruc * begins 
thus : Neque ſuam indolem deponit virus venereum, dum 
veteraſcit : Nor doth the venereal virus change its 
nature whilſt it grows inveterate.“ It ſeems that 
the words of Boerhagve had been miſunderſtood by 
him; + for after he had deſcribed a melancholy caſe of 
a young nobleman, whoſe back was all overſpread and 
eaten up by venereal ulcers, he ſays, unde ſanatione 
Perfecta, mira detur pati corporis apparebat facies ; ſub- 
ſuncta ſequentia: | ex hoc 4 idici ſingulare hujus 
morbi ingenium; vidi ex eo Luem, ut in principio ſui 
exortus in Europa ſe maniſeſtaverat, atque a primis auc- 

E 4 | toribus 
Aſtrue de Lue Venerea, lib. IX, tom. II. p. 1073. 
+ In Præfatione Aphrodiſigci. 
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toribus in hoc libro deſcribitur ; conſpexi rationem, qua 
variolas Hiſpanicas vocaverant primo oriendum in Eu- 
roba morbum; fed ſimul intellexi, quam ingens fit 
diſcrimen inter malum hoc, quod tum apparebat, & illud, 
quod nunc per vulgatum 'Europeos affligit : * From 
« whence, after the cure, the ſurface of his body 
« appears wonderful,” he ſubjoins the following: 
« ] have learned the nature of this diſorder from this 
<« ſingular caſe ; from this I have ſeen the Lues Ve- 
« nerea as it had manifeſted itſelf in the beginning 
« of its birth in Europe, and is deſcribed from the 
& firſt authors in this book. I have obſerved the 
<« reaſon for which this diſorder, in its riſe in Europe, 
te was called the Spaniſh ſmall-pox; but I have alſo 
«* underſtood how great a difference there was be- 
« tween that which then 4er and that which 
% now ſpreads and affects the Europeans. 

For he ſeems to believe that Boerhaave thought 
that the venereal virus laid aſide its nature, whilſt it 
prepared for itſelf, and grew old in, a receptacle in 
the human body. I am certain Boerhaave never 
thought ſo, whilſt he well knew, that where this 
filthy diſorder infects the body, it acquires ſtrength 
in its courſe ; but he was willing to indicate that this 
diſorder was more fierce 1n its entrance into Europe, 
and obſerved to be more mild in our times; that 
ſome certain ſymptoms now occur in the Lues Ve- 
nerea which did not before, &c. But Aſtruc him- 
ſelf confirms this by many arguments, as will mani- 
feſtly appear from what will be afterwards faid of 
this matter. But a celebrated author * ſtated the 
following opinion: Contaminato quidem ſanguine, bu- 
mores, qui a ſanguine ſcaturiunt, contaminari neceſſum 
eſt, non promiſcue tamen, & indiſcriminatim, ſed ordine 


cerio: The blood being contaminated, the humours 


<« which flow from the blood will neceſſarily be con- 

« taminated ; but not indiſcriminately or promiſ- 

« cuouſly, but in a certain order.” But he calls 
Aſtrue de Lue Verer, tom, II. lib, ix, p. 1073. 
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that order, according to which the Lues Venerea is 
accuſtomed to proceed, a ladder of affinities, which 
he repeats only in a ſummary manner in this place; 
but he elſewhere deſcribes it more fully, where - 
has aſſerted, Perpetuum eft in Siphyliticis, ſemen, & 

ſeminales bumores, contaminari; quacumque via, non 
genitalium modo concumbends, ſed etiam mammarum lac- 
tando, oris ſugendo, vel baſiando, cutis cubando, Sc. 
contagium conceptum fuerit : That the ſeed and the 
„ ſeminal humours are conſtantly contaminated in 
* the infected, by whatever way the infection was 
taken by coition ; but by ſuckling of the breaſts, 
„ Kkiſſing the lips, lying together, or touching of 
the hin, * &c.” But from theſe things which are 
alledged, in Sect. 1442, it is ſufficiently manifeſt, that 
the Lues Venerea may come from the body, though 
no evil manifeſts itſelf in the genitals. 

And this in the mean while is true, that Aſtruc 
does not fo firmly truſt to this ladder of affinities as 
if it had been above all exception, and that ſy mp- 
toms of che Lues Venerea could never vary from his 
Ppropoſed rule. Quantumvis enim natura, fi ſibi per- 
mittatur, & omnia paria ſint, propoſitam normam affec- 
tare aperte videatur, docuit tamen experientia, multa 
ſepius intervenire, que ordinem varie per vertan & 
interturbent: For though nature, if left to itſelf, 
* may, cæteris paribus, ſeem openly to affect this 
** propoſed rule, yet experience hath taught, that 
many cauſes happen, which variouſly pervert and 
interrupt that order.” + 

The cauſes which may totally diſturb chis order 
are afterwards rehearſed. 

Many more circumſtances may be oppoſed to this 
ladder or ſcale of affinities, which determines a ſuc- 
ceſſive ſeries of the ſymptoms of the Lues Venerea. 
But that I may not dwell too long upon the ſubject, 
I will conſider that only which concludes the whole. 


A 


® Lib. iv. cap, 2. p. 298, in prima edit. + Aftrac 
de Lue Vener, lib. IV. cap. ii. p. 300. | 
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A celebrated * author hath affirmed the venereal ſeed 
to be of a ſalt acid, and that the wax of the ears, and 
the bile or gall will, laſt of all, feel the effect of the 
venereal contagion ; becauſe they have an acrimony 
and an alcaline ſalt oppoſing it. But theſe are pre- 
cariouſly aſſumed; for the ſpecies of acrimony, which 
lies hid in the venereal contagion, has not been de- 
monſtrated by any experiments; and, as far as I 
know, the human bile is not a natural alcaline ſalt. 
I have ſometimes ſeen patients attacked with a ſuc- 
ceeding deafneſs, againſt which no remedies could be 
effectual whilſt the Lues fed upon the organs of the 
cars; yet I could not obſerve that the wax of the ears 
had degenerated from its nature ; or that an account 
of this deafneſs could be deduced from thence. The 
way ſeems to be far more ſhort by which the organs 
of the ears may be affected by the Lues. The mu- 
coſe membrane which inveſts the inner parts of the 
mouth is carried along the Euſtachian tubes, and 
clothes their internal cavity. But Afruc puts that 
mucous matter which flows from the glands, inſide the 
Jaws, roof of the mouth, or tip of the throat, in the 
third order of thoſe humours to be infected by the 
contagion of the Lues. But whilſt the venereal ul- 
cers occupy theſe places, this evil can very eaſily 
creep forward through the Euſtachian tubes into 
the cavity of the tympanum, as the inferior extreme 
of theſe near either tonſillæ appears on both ſides 
behind the velum pendulum of the palate. It never 
appeared to my obſervation, that a deafneſs ever pro- 
ceeded from the Lues Venerta, though the inſide 
of the mouth had been attacked with venereal ulcers, 
without ſome manifeſt ſigns of the vail of the palate 
being corroded, and at leaſt ſome ſcars in thoſe who 
had already been cured. From whence I believe, that 
this evil very ſeldom begins in the paſſage of the 
cars, or from wax collected there. | 


In 


®. Aſtruc de Lue Vener, lib. IV. cap. ji. p. 299. 
+ Ibid. p. 298. . 


Sec. 1445. The VENEREAL DisBAgE. 59 

In that recital of the. diverſity of humours, the 
celebrated author has made no mention of the fat, 
or of the membrana adipoſa ; but -repeating that 
ſame ſcale of affinity afterwards in his ſecond edition,* 
he, in recapitulating the ſame, omitted the eighth 
article, which was in the firſt edition, and contained 
the wax of the ears and the bile ; he afterwards adds 
the following: Sed in iis omnibus conſtat experiments, 
nec adipoſam membranam, nec ullas membrane illius 
lacinias, affici, lædi, peſſumdari, neque adeq adi poſam 
Pinguedinem, qua turgent illius cellulæ, ullo modo witi- 
ari : * But in all theſe circumſtances, it is proved by 
experience, that neither the membrana adipoſa, 
* nor any parts of that membrane, are affected or 
& hurt; nor that the thick fat with which it is 
* ſwelled is in any manner infected. 

But he immediately ſubjoins ſome other circum- 

ries which mitigate the former ; for he does not 
oy ml the venereal moiſture is ſometimes brought 
s membrane, in caſes where the ulcers had eaten 
— the ſkin, &c. Si virus Venereum cum adipeſa 
pinguedine ſponte miſceatur ; quam ejus virulentiæ inac- 
ceſſam eſſe, nequaquam puto: If the venereal virus 
be 8 mixed with that adipoſe fat, 
* which by no means I imagine to be inacceſſible to 
its violence.” 

But a place in the firſt volume is cited: in the 
ſecond edition, in which nothing of this matter is 
found: he at length concludes, Sed hc nedum quo- 
tidiana ſint, inter inſolentia Lues ſymptomata referenda 
funt, in Siphyliticis, fi unquam, certe tarde & raro 
obvia; unde videtur egregie refelli opinio de ſede morbi 
in adipoſa membrana : But theſe are by no means to 
be met with daily amongſt the offenſive ſymptoms 
* which have been related of the Lues; if ever they 
& occur it 1s but rarely; from whence it appears that 
* the opinion concerning the ſeat of the diſeaſe in 
* the membrana adipoſa has egregioully Failed. 


p 4 tom. II. p. 1074. 
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And it'is immediately confeſſed in the following 
number, * that the venereal diſeaſe may make a ſup- 
puration in the membrana adipoſa, becauſe the pe- 
culiar nature of the membrana adipoſa- may give a 
more opportune place for the increaſe of the evil. 
Nempe mollis eſt, & laxi contextus, tenuiſſimis ac præ- 
teneris cellulis tola conſtat, perpetuo turget congeſto 
ſucco adipoſo, qui tardiſſime circulatur, ac in loco eodem 
beret diutiſime. That it is ſoft and of a looſe 
texture, and totally conſiſts of very ſlender and 
<« tender little cells, ſwells perpetually with a fat 


juice, which is very ſlowly circulated, and adheres 


very long in the {ame place.” He confeſſes, the 
fat being affected, that the corruption is quickly diſ- 
perſed far and wide through the body; and that this 
is done, the muſcles and ſkin ſtill remaining entire. 
How wonderful is the diverſity of opinions in the 
ſame page | | 

But it ſeems that Afruc had ſufficiently perceived 


the force of Boerhaave's arguments; but as they 


not with the ſcale or degrees of affinities 
which he had affirmed, he endeavoured to elude 
them, and finally declares, opinionem de ſede Lues 
Venereæ in adipoſa membrana, cujuſcumque pretii eſſe 
videatur, fi non perfefe expreſſam, ſaltem non obſcure 
olim adumbratam fuiſſe, + that the opinion concern- 
ing the ſeat of the venereal diſeaſe in the mem- 
« brana adipoſa, whatever its merit may be, had 
formerly been, if not perfectly expreſſed, at leaſt 
4 it had been obſcurely hinted.” But this he endea- 
vours to prove from this circumſtance; that before 
the year 1570, ſome had been of opinion, that the 
fleſhy membrane, and not the adipoſe membrane, 
as by Boerbaave, ſed carnoſum panniculum, in univerſo 
corpore diffuſam, illudgue tegentem, conſtituerent, a quo 


pernicigſæ bujus Lues ſcaturiginem emanare crederent; 


expanded throughout, and covering the whole 
| OO ING ce body. 
* Aftruc de Lue Vener, tom. II. p. 1054. 
+ Ibid. p. 1075, | 
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« body, was the fountain from whence this peſtilence 
vas poured out through the whole maſs of the 


* body.” I always admired the celebrated Afruc's - 


great erudition ; yet I do not wonder that Saporta 
neither was read by Boerbaave, or if read, was not 
quoted by him ; but-he was ſkilled in anatomy, and 
probably knew that panniculum carnoſum, ſhaggy car- 
noſity or membrane, may be found by diſſection in 
the bodies of ſome quadrupedes, but none in man; 
from whence ſome other ſeat muſt certainly be that 
of the Lues. Thoſe who thought ſo, may from 
hence be eaſily gonfuted. | 

Afterwards, where the cure of this diſorder will be 
treated of, it will appear how much uſe the emaci- 
ation of the body may be of, by diet, ſalivation, 
ſweats, &c. for almoſt the whole fat of the bod 
being looſened and expelled, the venereal virus al- 
ready freed from that tie, is diſcharged from the 
body, and health returns ; from whence the opinion 
of Boerbaave appears to be greatly confirmed. 

Whilſt the contagion of the Lues occupies any 
certain part, it will alſo occupy the neighbouring 
places by its growth, if an efficacious remedy be 
not ſpeedily applied ; and though it may manifeſt 
itſelf for the moſt part in external places in its be- 
ginning, by theſe ſigns which were mentioned in the 
precedent ſection, yet it is to be feared, that it 
may not, ſooner or later, reach the internal parts, 
by creeping on, as it were ; ſo it often produces the 


worſt and moſt incurable evils, whilſt it occupies 


thoſe parts. ih 
The lips, gums, palate, Jaws, noſe. ] 
parts want a thick ſkin, are covered with 
a mucoſe membrane, on which the outſide ſkin only 
lies defending a number of nervous little papillæ, 
riſing forth from that mucoſe membrane. 


It the venereal virus ſhows itſelf in a membrane 


compoſed of a tough, mucoſe fat, or folded in a 
thouſand doubles or wrinkles, it is fully * 
ow 


OY 
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© how difficult it is to extricate it from thence, as this 
membrane is always —_— expoſed to the air. 
Hence a quick application of an eſſectual remedy is 
neceſſary. But this membrane covers the bone of 
the palate, noſe, noſtrils, nails, the os planum, the 
hollows of the Jaws. and the hollow cavities in the 
os frontis ;* if this membrane ſhould be already 
gnawed by a venereal ulcer, the bone whic 
it covers is neceſſarily corrupted, as it is flendet 
and but a thin plate, neither can it be preſerved 
by any art, for a caries attacks it, and proceeds 
unto the ſutures in whoſe vicinity this little bone is 
placed, and totally corrupted, fall altogether, or b 
parts; for the pereoſteum being deſtroyed, * theſe 
little bones putrity and waſte away with a caries. 
The bone of the noſe being thus affected, the 
noſe falls, and the face, formerly elegant, is de- 
formed; theſe bones of the noſe being ſo affected, 
the noſe is eraſed, and the cartilages of the noſe be- 
ing deſtroyed, the holes of it perpetually appear, 
and diſcharge a mucoſe mixture, which the miſe- 
table patients can never more keep clean. If the 
vail of the palate be either entirely or partly 
corroded, if the roof of the mouth be deſtroyed; 
it occaſions an ugly ſpectacle of what meat and 
drink is firallowed z as they partly come through 
the noſe; the voice remains moſt difagreeably 
ſqueaking during life; whenever they ſpeak, this 
ſhocking voice proclaims what a filthy evil they have 
laboured under. I have ſeen the hinder membrane 
of the pharynges ſo eaten away by a venereal ulcer; 
that the vertebræ moſt miſerably appeared rotten to 
dur eyes in bodies when naked. 
A good medicine may ftill free the reſt of the 
body from this diſtemper. but the deformity will be 
irremoveable for ever after: from hence Boerhaave 
thus excellently adviſed: 4 Qui preter id, quod artis 
pote/ias habet, promittere non vult, cavebit mania jac- 
e r gh . | are, 
© In Prafatio Apbrodifiaei. f Ibidem, 
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tare, quondo fædum, putrem, rancidum, ichorem, na- 
ribus emungi copioſe videt, aut ulcera, lardo fimilia, 
fauc ium pofteriora, velum pendulum, tonfillas, mem- 
branam craſſam palati, — cernit, Sed, omnia 
bona ſedulo applicans, negligens nihil, varia tentans, 
ſemper interim de exitu ſollicitus, in Prognofi prudens, 
ſtentores ſecurus ridebit, dum interim miſereſcit ægri. 
« He who will not promiſe what lies beyond the 
« power of art, ſhould be cautious of vainly ſpeaking 
<« when he ſees a fœtid, putrid, diſagreeable excrement, 
% copiouſly wiped from the noſtrils, or when he ob- 
ſerves ſuch ulcers in the hinder parts of the jaws, like 
& the fat of bacon ; the pendulous vail, the glands 
<« in the inſide of the jaws, and the adipoſa membrana 
of the palate, eaten away; but ſhould exert him- 
ſelf in ſedulouſly applying every thing that is good, 
<« neglecting nothing, and trying many ways; ſtill 
in the mean time ſollicitous Gout its expulſion, 
<« prudent in the foreknowledge of it, he will fſe- 
« curely mock the forward coxcombs, whilſt he in 
* the mean time is moved with compaſſion fur the 
* „ Theſe ulcers of the jaws deſerve to be 
truly diſtinguiſhed, that they may not ſometimes be 
confounded with other evils of the jaws. Where 
the quinſy has been before mentioned, I have ad- 
viſed, that when the inſide of the mouth is ſore for 
ſome hours after a ſlight flying fever; and that when 
there appears a white ſpot, which ſometimes grows 
yellow with a margin about it, ſomewhat reddiſh, 
and very ſore; if ſuch ſpots be neglected they creep 
on, the breath becomes putrid, and the parts affected 
are ſometimes deeply corroded. Theſe — happen in 
ſcorbutic perſons, and in the younger part of man- 
kind; nor are they difficult to be cured, if a reme- 
dy be timely applied. They are nevertheleſs eaſily 
d:ſtinguiſhed by that red ſore border, and by their 
eaſy manner of obeying the remedies, ſo that the 
place affected will be toon cured : but in venereal 
complaints there, we obſerve contrary: effects ; ag 

: thi 
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hath been ſaid in the preceding ſect ion. That bacon- 
like colour which 1s in venereal ulcers inſide the mouth, 
will, give the phyſician ſure and certain ſigns of 
this diſtemper; as he views theſe evils with attentive 
eyes. Fallopius F calls theſe ulcers fine cortice as he 
_ deſcribes them, then ſays, Color eſt in mediis albus ; 
circumquaque, voluti carnis porcine ſalite color; hic 
non poteſt explicari, non enim eſt ruber, non albus, non 
pallidus; ſed ſecate per transverſum pernam, talis eſt 
color puſtularum fine cortice, & tales apparent ſub pa- 
lato, Sc. The colour is white in the middle, 
around which 1s a colour reſembling that of the fleſh 
„of ſalt pork: this colour cannot be explained, for 
« 1t is neither red, white, or pale; but cut through, 
« ſuch is the colour of puſtulæ fine cortice, and 
they appear as ſuch under the palate,” &c. Theſe 
venereal ulcers ſpread wider in theſe places than 
.they grow deep : hence they feed upon their neigh- 
bouring places, and are followed by the fouleſt of 
evils. In the body of an old man juſt at death's 
door, by an evil uſe or miſpending the moſt part of 
his years, who could hardly be underſtood when he 
ſpoke, were found the following circumſtances by 
the celebrated Morgagni. I Uvula, cujus pars deerat, 
linguæ pofterior ſuprema ſuperficies, & annexa olim per 
ligamenta Epiglottis cartilago, ita erant cicatricoſ@, ut 
nitul magis. Haque ea cartilago, inaqualiter contracta. 
in triangularem propemodum verticem defmebat, mult: 
canine fimilior, quam humane. Quin vitium in laryn- 
gem reliquam, & huic proximum Arterie aſperæ trun- 
cum, ſe prepagabat, eratque Arytænoidum altera quaſi 
luxata, nm compari paralela : intra illam autem ar- 
teriam inæquaies magnique quaſi prominebant lacerti, 
Sc. A part of the uvula was wanting, the 
“ poſterior upper ſuperficies of the tongue, and 
* cartilage formerly annexed by the ligaments gf 
| | c 
Aphrod. p. 824. { 
; De. ladies & — morboram, &. tom, II. p. 198. 
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the epiglottis were ſo chopped or ſcarred, that no- 
thing could be more ſo; ſo that the rg oh 
« was {0 unequally contracted, that it ended in al- 
moſt a triangular vertex, much more like a ca- 
nine than a human one. But the imperfection 
propagated itſelf in the remaining larynx, and in 
the neighbouring trunk of the wind-pipe, and 
one of the arytznoides was as it were looſened, 
„ and not parallel to the other, but between the 
arteries, ſome great and unequal brawny ſinews 
<« ſtuck out,” &c. We muſt not from hence won- 
der that his ſpeech remained grating and difficult to 
be underſtood, after theſe ulcers inſide the mouth. 
But if this filthy evil creeps through the wind-pipe, 
ſomerimes an incurable aſthma will follow; which 
if it ſhould come, Fallopius || tells us it is incura- 
ble, ſaying, Non cructetis ægram afthmaticum, quia non 
ſanabilis; “ do not excruciate the aſthmaric patient, 
% for he is not curable. Petit,* famous for his art; 
ſaw the wind-pipe corroded by the venereal diſ- 
temper, and he happily cured it; after the cartila-' 
inous annulus was ſeparated from the reſt of the 
ound parts the length of four or five tenths of an 
ach, a hole remained which would take in the top 
of a finger. n! * 
It plainly appears, that the venereal diſeaſe, whilſt 
it occupies the larynx and the wind-pipe, may, as 
it were by a declivity, reach to the lungs.” I have 
myſelf ſeen a rib truly ſwelling by an inveterate 
Lues, and ſurrounded by a venereal gum, which, 
in a ſhort time, degenerated into a fœtid ulcer, 
and creeping behind the affected rib already pu- 
trified, it intected the internal parts of the thorax, 
with a deadly event. Bennetus, I ſo often praiſed in 
the chapter treating of the conſumption, ſaid; Bis 
morbi indici virus in thoratis capacitatem refluum ani- 
madverts, corquieſcente fignorum flage/lantium” caterva, ' 
Vol. XVII. nn n een en 
Aphrodiſiac p. 781, 782. “ Academ, Royale de chirurg. 
= ＋ 348, E. | 1 Tad. thearr. p. 2 * id * 
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quibus Lues ſtipata venit, immaniter vero ſeviente 
Þhihifi z unde anhelitus, fetor nequiſſimus, & pulmonum 
fere totalis devaſtatio per putredinem. Quod ex aperto 
utriuſque patuit cadavere, But in a fimple gonorrhea, 
and in a detenſion of the menſes, he had ſometimes 
obſerved, cum tufſis acriter premens, & ſpirabilium 
ſuffar us, ſupervenerint, ſimulac materia tralatitia con- 
Siftentiam extruſioni aptam adepta fuerat, tulſſisque ali- 
gantisper ſedata, pœſiiſſe preſluvium. 4 I have twice 
* obſerved the virus of the venereal diſeaſe, flowing 
% back into the hollow of the thorax, whilſt the 
<« train of ſigns attending it lay quiet; but an ex- 
« ceeding grievous conſumption proceeded from 
« them; from whence enſued a ſhortneſs of breath, 
a moſt filthy ſtench, and almoſt a total devaſta- 
< tion of the lungs, by putrefaction, which ap- 
« peared in every part of the body. But in a gleet, 
«. when acough and a ſtoppage of the breathing had 
followed, when the foreign matter had gained a 
<« fit conſiſtency for its expulſion, and the cough 
been for ſome little while abated, the diſcharge 
« ceaſed.” * It is very certain, that an incurable 
conſumption often happens in the caſe of an invete- 
rate Eues, which oftentimes may be imputed to a 
repeated ſalivation, or to an imprudent application 
9 r chiefly in old bodies, ſo hack'd that the conſti- 
tution of the body in {pitting of blood, renders them 
more ſubject to a conſumption ; from theſe cir- 
cumſtances, . thoſe others, which have been menti- 
oned in number 1, of Sect. 1198, may be ſeen. Yet 
as a conſumption by its on nature, is a diſeaſe 
very. difficult of cure; it appears what little ho 
remains when the venereal diſeaſe concurs with it. 
Antonius - Muſa Braſevelus * alſo remarked, that a 
{mall wound, only received twenty-four hours before, 
would take up forty days to be cured, in a perſon 
infected with the venereal diſeaſe ; he therefore lays 
down the following as an axiom : Quotquot ab hoc 
eee, ft | affettu 
t Tabid chestr. p. 33.  * Aphrodiſiac. p. 72h, 
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effeftu male traftati fuerint, & tamen ſanitatem adepti 
fint, quemcumque inciderint in morbum, ſemper morbus 
tle, in guacumque fit ſpecie, vebementior in talibus effi- 
citur, quam eſſet, fi hic non fuiſſet morbo Gallico af- 

eftu : As many as laboured under the evil effects 
of this diſorder, and though they obtained health 
* again, into whatſoever diſcaſe they fall, that will 
* more vehemently affect them than it otherwiſe 
„might if they had not been aſſected with this 
<« diſeaſe. 

The brain.] Though the Lues may ſometimes 
occupy any parts of the body whatever, it never- 
theleſs attacks the upper parts more frequently; 
the pimples of the face teach this, as they often oc- 
cur, together with ulcers in the noſtrils, and in- 
{ide the mouth, &c. but as the tender bones of 
theſe parts are infected by the corroded. membranes 
covering them, the evil is propagated to the 
bones of the ſkull; and from hence, the included 
brain is very badly affected, and various diſor- 
ders of the head follow. Diſorders of the brain 
are often obſerved to degenerate, in perſons. ſeized 
with the Lues Venerea, from the ſlighteſt me- 
grim to a deadly apoplexy, alſo to the ſevereſt 
epilepſy, blindneſs, deafneſs, &c. I have ſeen in 
an inveterate Lues, as will be faid in Sect. 1454, 
that it is wont to occupy the middle of the bones, 
eſpecially in the cranium ; ſome gummy tumours 
and exoſtoſes may be bred in the internal parts of 
the bones of the ſkull; theſe parts then . preſſing 
upon the brain diſturb all its functions, and often- 


times diſtil a filthy putrid corruption, when. the 
tabula vitrea is corroded. I have thus ſeen the right 


bone of the ſkull ſo conſumed with an intolerable 
ſtench; ſo that from hence, theſe ſharp and laſting 
ins of the head, may be reckoned due to the 
ues. Thoſe are obſerved by Botallus , in a man 
who was for ſome months excruciated by the moſt 
acute pains, around his temples, and the forepart of 
885 F 2 the 
+ Aphrodiſiac, p. 488. 
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the head, having paſſed the nights without fleep. 
He would have prepared ſome means of removing 
the pain, which gnawed the man's bones, by hot 
irons or ſcarring the parts affected; but the pa- 
tient would ſubmit to no ſuch trial upon him: his 
eyes began to loſe; their ſight, whilſt he ſeemed to 
2 flying gnats, and ſpiders webs, until he 


became blind. The patient then growing terrified, 
agreed that the ſcarring ſhould be applied to the 


forepart of his head, where the pain was ſharpeſt; 


but he would not ſuffer that the place ſhould be 


kept open, which was of itſelf cicatriſed by a ſcab 
which fell off. Hie died in about forty days. I- 
ventum fuit cranium, in conter minis cor onalis ac ſagitta- 
lis commiſſuræ, ſphaculatum, putidumque, coronati regii 


latitudine; atimque, cranio ſerra aperto, abundans 


ichor putrilaginoſus, inſtar aquæ fuligine fumarii & croco 


aſperſæ, profluxit, tum per  offis aperturam, tum per 


aures & nares; menibranæ que putide retia ad os affec- 


tum, verum adhliuc integræ, erant; que ſolo taciu Fa- 


cile rumpebantur : corruptum & cerebruin, & nervi op- 


ici: cætera vero viſcera integre habebant. The cra- 
* nium was found morbid and rotten, for the breadth 


«of a crown piece, and the ſeam compaſſing the 
« forehead: the cranium being opened with a ſaw, 


an ulcerous excremental water appeared, of the co- 


« Jour-of ſaffron, and flowed through the cut or 
<« opening of the bone, and. alſo through the ears 
« and noſtrils ; the membranes towards the defect in 


« the bone were affected and rotten, though ſtill en- 


&« tire, yet might be broke with a-flender touch; and 


e the brain was. corrupted, and the optic nerves alſo, 
ec hut the reſt of the internal parts were entire.“ 
The liver] It is known that ſanguification was 
formerly aſcribed to the liver; for beſides the vena 
porta, the great trunk of the vena cava aſcends 
through the liver, and tends to the heart, and 
- fince-t ie veins of the viſcera, which ſeparate the 
"chyle/ run zogecher into the vena Porta, the corn- 
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mon opinion was, that the chyle was conveyed 


through the gaſtric and meſeraic veins into the 
liver, and by the power of this entrail, 'was changed 
into blood, to ſerve for the uſe of the whole body. 
But after the circulation of the blood was demon- 
ſtrated, 'and the ways by which the chyle became 
blood were more exactly known, that notion of the 
liver was exploded. Bartholinus wrote an epitaph 
on the author of ſuch an opinion, as if he had 
been dead and buried. Hence it is no wonder, that 
ſome phyſicians, who wrote of the Lues appear! 

in Europe, had attributed theſe ſymptoms, which 
appeared in all the reſt of the body, through a vene- 
real contagion, to the hurt or corroded liver. Thus 
by thoſe authors concerning the ſolutio continui of 
the liver, the variety of the conſtitution of this en- 
trail, ſome long and tedious diſſertations are held 
upon the matter, according to four defined conſti- 
tutions. But the cure of this filthy diſeaſe was firſt 
attempted by various apozems and altering ſyrups, 
that being' thus prepared, the matter might be ren- 
dered moveable, and eaſily evacuated by emetics, 
cathartics, ſudorifics, & c. They likewiſe beſtowed 
much pains in preparing compound remedies, which 


ought to be different in ſanguine conſtitutions from 


thoſe in phlegmatic, in bilious, than in atrabihous 
others have conſidered ſome of theſe conſtitutions 
combined together, and from thence a new method of 
cure was deduced ; ſo ſome authors have compiled 
ſuch a heap of preſcriptions, ſo as to be diſguſting, 
as will manifeſtly appear to all thoſe who read the col- 
lection of the authors who wrote of the Lues, be- 
fore the year 1567, of which, under the ticle of 


 Apbrodifiaca, mention has often been made above. 


Some, amongſt theſe, aſcribed this diſeaſe to the 


various indiſpoſitions or bad conſtitution of the liver, 
and the molt part of them held the Lues Venerea 
for an antient diſorder; ſome others acknowledged 


it to be a new contagion, but inſiſted that the liver 
N 2 3 « 1. Nai 8. Wag 
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was immediately infected by it, and that the diſtem- 
| was afterwards propagated from the liver 
through all the parts of the body; that various ef- 
fects were produced by the diverſity of the conſti- 
tution of this inteſtin. | 
Therefore as they all accuſed the liver, Fallopius * 
was reſolyed to look out for the truth of this aſſer- 
tion, in dead bodies; and as Monardus, and after 
him Montanus as was believed, had aſſerted that 
there is a ſolutio continui in the liver of thoſe la- 
bouring under the venereal diſeaſe, he demonſtrated 
the contrary : At hoc falſum eſt, quoniam in hepate, 
non tumoris, non ulceris, non vulneris, adeſt veſtigium. 
Ego volui per anatomen hoc experiri, et ſecui in uno 
anno pluſquam quinquaginta bomines, et nunguam in- 
veni ſolutionem continut in hepate. But that is falſe, 
« becauſe in the liver there is no trace of any tu- 
„ mour, wound, or ulcer; I was willing to examine 
„ this matter by diſſection, and I have diſſected 
«© more than fifty bodies in a year, and never found 
* that ſolutio continui in the liver.” But as Fallo- 
Pius was well ſkilled in anatomy, as his obſervations 
on that art teach us, he 1s entirely worthy of cre- 
dit in theſe matters. Afterwards he in the follow- 
„ing chapters, explodes thoſe opinions concerning 
the cold or hot, &c. indiſpoſition of the liver, as far 
as was relative to the Lues Venerea; and he gives 
us the obhſeryations + upon a young man, infected 
by a proſtitute, in one action of coition only. Ni- 
lil apparujt in AN Seguenti die ſtatim cepit 
erumpere bubo, & poſtea tota barba, ſupercilia, & ca- 
pilli, evanuerunt; laboravitque doloribus intenſiſſimis. 
Cur ergo hic potuit infici ita valide, ut ſequenti mane 
hepar materiem ad pubem remiſerit ? © nothing ap- 
s peared in the pudenda; the day following, a bubo 
„began to break out, afterwards all his beard, 
„ eye-brows, and hair fell of, and he Jaboured un- 
* der the moſt grie vous pains imaginable : how 
| 111 2 b there 
7 Aphrodiſiae. p. 771. Ibigem, pt 777. 
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« therefore could this youth be ſo furiouſly affected, 
as that his liver the morning following had diſ- 
% charged matter by the pubes?“ But It is true, 
that the liver could not be blamed, as if the venereal 
virus, as ſome would have it, was bred entirely in 
this inteſtine, or that it is firſt of all parts of the 
body infected, by the contracted contagion ; ſtill it 
cannot be denied, that the liver, and other inteſtinal 
: parts have been injured by the Lues Venerea. Mar- 
X cus Aurelius Severinus *, in a famous hoſpital for 
b the patients in the venereal diſtemper, cut up a great 
number of bodies, et complures offendit, quibus exul- 
cerati, tum Ge ſop Bogus, tum trachea, quibus item puſ- 
tuloſus pulmo, puſtuloſumgue jecur, apoſtemodes vero pro- 
flate, ſunt animadverſi, Sc. * and found many more 
« ulcerated within ſide, at the mouth of the ſto- 
« mach; the lungs were alſo found full of bliſters 
<« or puſtulæ's, and the liver alſo ; there were ab- 
<« ſcelles in the proſtatz blown full, they are re- 
« marked,” &c. N | 
The celebrated Baddar + vidit totam extericrem 
Bepatis ſuperficiem denſis & ſat magnis papulis ſeu tu- 
berculis plenam, que omni nota charaferiſtica illis per- 
feate ſimilia erant, que in facie, manubus, Sc. homi- 
num Lue Venerea inquinatorum alias videntur. Dif- 
ciſſa hæc tubercula intus eandem materiam continuerunt, 
quam. in gummi Venereis, & ſteatomatibus, alias cer- 
nimus, * ſaw the whole outſide of the liver in the 
« dead body of a woman, fill'd with thick whales 
4 or carbuncles, which every way reſembled thoſe 
that appear on the face and hands of a perſon *" 
« infected with the venereal diſeaſe. Theſe puſtules, 
« when cut open, diſcharge a matter, ſuch as we 
„ obſerve in many other venereal patients.“ 
A great many other obſervations were collected by 
the celebrated Morgag ni, 1 who tells us, pulmonem, 


4 aurtam, 


Aſtruc de Lue Venerea tom, II. p. 921. 
1 Obſervat. Med. inciſionibus Cadav. Anatom. illuſtrat. p. 181. 
De ſedibus & cauſis morbor. &c. tom, II. p 369. 
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aortam, & renes cum ſuis appendicibus, ſæpius aliquanto 
vecurriſſe labeſaftata in its, qui Lue hac diu & praviter 
laboraverunt, quam ex plerorumque librorum leftione 
facile exiſtimes, that you may eafily eſtimate, by 
the lecture of a few books, how much the lungs, 
« aorta, kidneys, and all their appendages become 
« weakened in thoſe perſons, who a long while la- 
* houred under the venereal diſtemper.“ He adds, 
that he never remembered to have found the liver 
infected, in perſons labouring under the Lues Ve- 
nerea ; neither does he deny that corruption has been 
found in this mteſtine, when bodies ſuffered with the 
Lues. For this great man was probe conſcius, hanc 
Luem, ut ſub cujugcumque morbi larva interdum deli- 
teſcere, ita quodcumque viſcus vitiare, poſſe, © well 
<« fatished, that as this Lues ſometimes hides itſelf, 
* under the maſk of any other diſtemper what- 
* ſoever; fo every inteſtine may be deformed or 
« corrupted by it.“ He afterwards relates obſer- 
vations from approved authors, who tell us, that 
the whole uterus has been ulcerated by the Lues 
Venerea; from whence no doubt remains, that the 
internal as well as the external parts of the body may 
be affected By this diſeaſſGmmGGGGe. 
But this filthy virus corrupts even the marrow in 
the very channels of the bones, and cauſes the moſt 
ſevere torment, as will be afterwards explained in 
q ſect. 1452. = £ . it e- 5 1 11 n ir 
It has been obſerved by Antonius Bruſa Braſavo- 
tus,'* that the nails have fallen off by the Lues, 
the teeth have alſo fallen out, and the eyes have been 
deftroyed ; nor did theſe terrible effects attend the 
diſeaſe already grown inveterate; but he remarks, 
that the diſtemper ſometimes had begun with theſe 
ſymptoms ; ſo he teſtifies * that the falling of the 
teeth hath ſometimes preceded, and fometimes hath 
followed after the ſhedding of the hair; he affirms 
the ſame about the loſs of the eyes. "2 
WE ET i TAE ores n 
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In another place, * he ſays, the falling of the 
teeth, and generally of the hair, follows; guando- 
que bubonem ſimpliciler, & illas primas enarratas affec- 
tiones, que in pene ſunt, atque ore: ſometimes, 
« likewiſe, a ſimple buboe, and thoſe firſt mentioned 
« ſymptoms, which are in the penis, and in the 
« face.” But the teeth fell without any blemiſh in 
in them; for they were neither corroded, rotten, nor 
putrid. It is well known, that after a ſalivation, 
elpecially if a ſevere one, the teeth will ſometimes 
fall out; nor is that any wonder, as the gums are 
then ulcerated : but here no mention is made of a 
ſalivation. Bernardinus Tomitanus, + in his writing 
concerning the changes obſerved in the Lues Veye- 
rea, about the hundredth year from the beginning of 
this diſorder, remarks, that the ſhedding or caſting 
of the hair, beard, &c. was very frequent; he then 
adds, Vidit ætas proxime acta, in multis fieri dentiflu- 
vium; parcius nunc id videmus; ac mullo ſæpius, ca- 
dere ſupercilia, capillos, & barbam, experimur : ** That 
« he the laſt age ſaw the teeth of perfons afflicted 
« with this diſeaſe frequently fall out. We now ſee 
« that but rarely; but we much oftener find the 
„hair, beard, and eye-brows to fall off.” 

From hence it is evident how extenſively the 

wer of thi: dire diſeaſe ſpreads through the human 

y, ſince there is ſcarce any part tree from the ac- 
ceſs of the filthy diſtemper : what calamities,: what 
enormous pain, what deformity are bred in a body 
formerly perhaps the faireſt and moſt comely, whilſt 
the inveterate Lues gnaws all its members by a flow 
corruption, whilſt ſtill in the bloom of youth! Rr 


am nimium fidentem animis, nec tanta timentem, 
hroafit miſerum labes, qua ſœuior uſquam 
Nulla fuit ; nulla unquam altis ſpectabitur amis. 
Paulatim ver id nitidum, flos ille juvente, - 
Aphrodiſiac. p. 727. 8 T Ibidem, p. 10533- 
J Fracaſtor, ibidem, p. 187. | ; 
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Diſperiit, vis illa animi ; tum ſquallida tabes 
Artus (horrendum) miſeros obduxit, & alte 
Grandia turgebant fedis abſceſſibus ofſa 
Lera (Preh Divum pietatem) informia pulchros 
Paſctbant oculos, & die lucis amorem ; 
Paſcebantque acri corroſas vulnere nares. 


I believe that there cannot be a greater, or a more 
powerful check to ſenſuality, than to behold and 
contemplate the miſerable victims to this diſorder 
attentively, as they lie collected in hoſpitals to be 
cured of one and the ſame diforder, branched into 
various horrid complaints or evils. I am certain the 
protector of the gardens, Priapus himſelf, would lay 
aſicle all his erect pride at ſuch a ſight. ' | 


SECT. MCCCCXLVI. 


b H ESE infected parts diſcharge a filthy, 
putrid, flow, mucoſe, greeniſn corrup- 

tion, which corrodes the fleſh rather in breadth 

than in depth, -as it glides along. T 


It is of the greateſt utility in the medical art, that 
venereal ulcers be well diſtinguiſhed from others, 


. that their proper cure may be applied to them, As 


venereal complaints obey not the common or accuſ- 
tomed remedies, ſee Sect. 1444, it was ſaid in the 
precedent ſection, that the venereal contagion was 
entangled, in the tunica celluloſa, in adipoſe fat, or 
in a mucoſe humour, and ſo adheres to various parts 
of the body, then corrodes them by a prolific conta- 
gion, by whoſe power all the parts are corrupted, 
till, every particle being infected, the materials for a 
new infection are 2 ge 

But as the diſeaſe is uſually . bred by the firſt 
touch only, and hence affects that part of the ＋ 5 
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firſt touched by its corruption; ſo as it was ſaid 
this diſeaſe differs, according as tha part affected is 
chiefly covered by the cutis, or the cuticula only. 
It has been before ſhewn what are the conſequences, 
if the Lues is lodged in places covered by the cuti- 
cula only; in this ſection are mentioned the ſigns 
by which a venereal ulcer may be known, which at- 
tacks thoſe parts covered by the cutis. But as the 
celebrated Boerbaave has exactly deſcribed theſe 
matters, I ſhall almoſt uſe his very words on the 
ſubject. | 
He firſt of all remarks, that if thoſe places co- 
vered with ſkin had been firſt infected by the vene- 
real contagion, then an ulcer of the worſt kind is 
bred there, and very difficult to be cured ; then it 
would be greatly to be feared that the evil would 
creep over the reſt” of the body; for the power of 
the poiſon, which can penetrate even thoſe parts co- 
vered with a ſolid ſkin, muſt be very malignant. 
Then the place affected is wont to riſe to a little 
ſwelling, led with matter of a yellowiſh caſt, like 
the cream of new milk, ſcarcely ſticking together, 
like as it were cream, when taken between the fin- 
gers, and gently let looſe by them; then growing 
dry and yellowiſh, from a greeniſh colour, it hardens 
on the linen it ſticks to. This matter, though care- 
fully wiped clean, flows again ; neither is it Kopped, 
nor does it make any ſeparation from the ſound parts 
in ſuppurating ; but, on the contrary, carries away 
its neighbouring parts with it, and propagates the 
ſame virulence in them, and always ſupplies itſelf 
with new matter. Hence, in the ſame manner, the 
broad ulcers, which are found in the membrana adi- 
poſa, ſlowly corrupt the integuments, and ſhew the 
. muſcles bare and entire, ſhining with a fiery red 

colour. | 
For if the contagious corruption reaches to the 
little cells of the membrana adipoſa, and there mixes 
itſelf with the fat in its courſe, then this defiles the 
; | tenacious 
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tenacious or viſcous oil by its virulence, and is again 
retained by that oily humour, is cheriſhed by 42 
and motion, and more inflamed by delay; it gnaws 
the cutis and cuticula, and contaminates the oily 
little cells in the mean time ſpread under theſe ſkins ; 
from whence the fore is found broader in the panni- 
culus adipoſus than in the ſkin Jaid over it, which is 
Eaten away. 2 1 
The matter flowing from ſuch an ulcer is ſo dif- 
ferent from that of other kinds of abſceſſes, that the 
Ikilful may diſtinguiſh that which is cankered by 
corruption from any other matter ; for the very ſame 
matter, engendered by the Lues Venerea, ſhines as it 
were mixed with a ſoapy glewiſh matter ; it is of a 
ſingular whitiſh colour, turning to a green; ſcarcely 
2 the acrimony of it felt by any ſtinging pain or hurt; 
for this membrane only putrifies, without the ſen- 
ſibility of any great pain. | 
The lips of theſe ulcers, in places covered with a 
Kin, are never raiſed, or appear ſcorched, but con- 
tracted, and even as if poliſhed, and of a pale colour. 
They often as it were fluctuate, when deprived of 
the ſupport of the membrana adipoſa, which is uſu- 
ally eaten away to a greater breadth than the cutis is. 
f ſuch an ulcer ſhould be cured, then the ſkin 
will grow to the muſcles, and have a filthy appear- 
ance; the cavity will often remain deep in thoſe 
places where a copious fat is ſpread under the ſkin, 
as in the buttocks, attended by a want of motion 
in the muſcles there; and hence the part is left rigid, 
on account of the muſcles being grown to the 5 
and neighbouring ſkin: a livid colour verging to a 
reddiſh always disfigures the ſcar, which is ſo ſtretched 
and dry, that it ſcarcely perſpires, and it appears 
every where ſhining, on aceount of this ſtrong ex- 
n | | 
auch an ulcer being cured, if an efficacious remedy 
| 4 not deſtroyed the contagion, an evil like unto 
the firſt will breed in a neighbouring part, which, 
R er: | following 
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following the ſame path, leaves, the like evil behind. 
When the body is over-run with theſe moſt filthy ul- 
cers, either in many places at once, or ſucceſſively, 
the whole form of the body is disfigured by thoſe 
ugly ſcars, and the horrid traces of the filthy diſeaſe 
will perpetually remain. 

It appears from what has been ſaid, that theſe ul- 
cers Creep into a breadth rather than into a depth, 
and do feed only upon the tunica pos, but yet nat 
hurt the ſkin, except that when the veſſels — 
under the ſkin are conſumed, it totally periſhes, the 
diſeaſe having nothing left to feed upon. 

Such ulcers ſometimes occur after buboes are 
opened. Theſe are excellently deſcribed by that fa- 
mous ſurgeon Goulard ; for he remarked that theſe 
ulcers were not deep but filthy, and the matter that 
iſſued from them was ſcarcely corroding, but mucoſe. 
He alſo tells us, that the firſt trace of, ſcar in theſe 
ulcers, appears in the middle of the bottom, in the 
form of a thin, lender, red ſkin, which extends 1t- 
ſelf from the centre towards the whole circumference, . 
as in thoſe ulcers which are bred from ſome other 
cauſes, and not from the Lues, the cicatrix begin- 
ning from the circumference of the ulcer, proceeds 
towards the centre. That red colour feems to pro- 
ceed from hence; that the whole tunica celluloſa 
being deſtroyed, the colour of the muſcles ſhines 
through this flender ſkin. But the cicatrix can but 
with Aiſficulty begin from the ainbit of the venereal 
ulcer ; becauſe, as it has been before ſaid, ſuch an 
ulcer is wont to ſpread itſelf in breadth, under the 
"kin, until then entire, or at leaſt not yet corroded; 
and alſo to conſume the neighbouring membrana 
celluloſa. ; 
Now follows the uſeful ſearch into thoſe evils, 
which are obſerved to have been bred from the ve- 
nereal contapion in various parts of the body, and 
produce fingular diforders, according to the ewes” 
n © 

* Sur le malad, veneriennes, p. 107. 
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of the parts affected, though they ariſe from the 
ſame cauſe. But as the Lues Venerea is moſt fre- 
8 contracted by impure coition, the firſt dread- 
ul eruption generally happens about the pudenda. 


s E CT. MCCCCXLVII. 


OH ANKE RS are from thence bred on the 

outſi de of the penis, a gonorrhea in the 
inſide, and a fluor, called albus, in the va- 
gina. 75 | ; 


As the penis is more expoſed to the venereal con- 
tagion by 1mpure coition, 1t is no wonder that this 
member is often affected even in the beginning of 
this diſorder, as was before ſaid, in Sect. 1442; that 
ſuch puſtules or bliſters are very ſoon bred, either 
by a local application of the contagion, or by the 
fame contagion abſorbed by the veins. then mixed 
with the blood, and: afterwards depoſited in theſe 
parts; in which caſe, theſe little ulcers are wont to 
appear more ſlowly. In Sect. 1441, where commu- 
nication of the diſeaſe by ſuckling is treated of, it 
appears, that the firſt ſigns of it appeared in the breaſt, 
and that it proceeded to the neighbouring parts of the 
body; afterwards the pudenda were infected with a 
violent itching or pruritus, which is followed by 
ulcers in the pudenda, by which the huſbands are 
infected; and fo the filthy diſeaſe was propagated. 
In thoſe places to which the Lues Venerea imme- 
diately adheres, or where it was depoſited by a re- 
moval, there riſes a flat ſpot in the beginning, as if 
it were the ſmall-pox, or almoſt like a flea-bite : in 
this is a light itching, and ſcarcely any pain. Theſe 
ſpots are in a ſhort time after raiſed into great bliſ- 
ters, under which form the celebrated * ow 
| l ctides 
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{cribes the venereal ulcers in their birth, in the fol- 
lowing words: Initio levis extuberat papula miliaris, 
vel miliarem parum ſuperans, rubra, acuminata, calens, 
pruriens, cujus apex ſenſim complanatur, & albeſcit, 
ac tandem levi apertura debiſcit, unde ichoris quidpiam 
ejicitur. Continuata dein labrorum erofione, ulcus creſ- 
cit, dilatatur, excavatur; callis cingitur, magis vel 
minus duris, denſatiſque ; pure craſſo viſcido, tenace, 
ſcatet; & fimilia ulcuſcula in vicinis *partibus plerum- 
que excitat: In the beginning, a light bliſter ariſes 
ce of the ſize of a grain of millet, red, ſharp pointed, 
© hot, itchy, the head of which flattens by degrees 
and grows white; and finally, by a ſmall opening, 
* ulcerous matter iſſues forth. Then by a contt- 
“ nual gnawing of the lips, the ulcer increaſes, is 
„ dilated, hollowed, and ſurrounded by warts, 
C ſomewhat hard and thick, then burſts out with a 
thick, viſcid, tenacious matter, and for the moſt 
« part affects its neighbouring places by ſuch ulcers.” 
Theſe little ulcers are uſually called cancers, as they 
obey not common remedies z they often have callous 
lips, are ſtubborn, and have their bottoms covered with 
a whitiſh mucoſe matter, or of a livid colour, * I 
have ſometimes ſeen the bottoms of ſuch little ulcers 
turning green, from a yellowiſh colour. Perhaps if 
a little blood has been mixed from the corroded little 
veſſel, that livid colour comes on. So theſe little 
ulcers are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from excoriations, and 
other lighter evils in thoſe parts, as theſe, either 
jo ee or by accuſtomed remedies, are eafily 
cured. | 
It is worth while to know, whether theſe little ul- 
cers are owing to a recent contagion after impure 
coition, or truly produced by a Lues Venerea, lurk- 
ing already a long while in the body; in which caſe, 
the cure would require more pains and care, as there 
may be fome * in the recent evil, that the virus, 
adhering to theſe parts only, may be returned back 
* De morbis vener, lib, III. cap. vii. p. 248. | 
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again, without infecting the reſt of the body, It is 
true, that a ſincere confeſſion of the ſick may take 
away all doubt; but Aſtruc judiciouſly obſerves, 
that theſe often conceal the fault, whilſt they are 
more willing to aſeribe the diſeaſe to fomething a 
long while lurking in the body, than to a recent act of 
venery. It is convenient enough for widows to throw 
the whole blame upon their dead huſbands; ſome 
men already ripened by years, ſuch as have vowed 
chaſtity, have readily confeſſed their juvenile frolics. 
Aſeruc +, ill deduces a probable conjecture, from the 
following circumſtances or ſymptoms: Si ulcuſcula in 
viris freuum, in fæminis carunculas myrtiformes, nym- 
Phas, aut elitoridem, accupent; fi multa, maligna, & 
conferta, ſint; fi \ftadia percurrant cum celeritate; pro- 
babils eſt, recenti concubitu contratta fuiſſe; cum ea, 
que a latente Lue dependent, præputii frænum, aut 
vulve & vaginæ carunculas, non affectent pre reliquis 
partibus, pauca, difcreta, benigna, plerumque fint, ac 
tarde ut plurimum judicentur: If theſe little ulcers 
attack the frnum in men, or the caruncula myr- 
tiformes, elitoris, &c. in women; if oy be 
„many, malignant, and crowded together; if they 
<<. run their courſe expeditiouſly, it is probable, that 
< the diſorder has been contracted by a recent co- 
& ition, as thoſe: which: ariſe from a lurking Lues do 
not affect the frœnum of the præpuce, or the ca- 


s xunculæ of the vagina or vulva, but rather the reſt 


of the parts of generation; they, for the moſt 
part, are likewiſe, in general, few in number and 
« mild.” But, as it was ſhown in the precedent 
ſection, the venereal ulcers differ greatly amongſt 
themſelves, according as they occupy thoſe places 
covered with the cutis, or deprived of it. The fame 


s true in the virile penis. Theſe ulcers frequently 


occupy, the glans, and the crown of the glans, and 
produce other evils there as in other places, v: 8: | 


1 * De morbis vener. lib. III. cap. vii. * 249 · 
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the ſlender epithelium that covers the glans and in- 
ternal ſuperficies of the præpuce being corroded, the 
little nervous papillæ, ſo numerous there, degenerate 
into warts. It would have a far different effect, if ſuch 
an ulcer ſhould attack the frœnulum of the præpuce, 
which happens when it adheres to the ſkin ſurround- 
ing the outward parts of the penis. Whillt the ulcers 
corrode the internal ſuperficies of the præpuce, they 
often excite wonderful, inflamed, pellucid tumours ; 
from whence a phymoſis, or paraphymoſis, and an 
inflammation, ſtoppage and gangrene of the penis ; 
which circumſtances will be treated of in Sect. 


1449. 

Xkhough the celebrated Aſtruc acknowledged, 
that all the genital parts are expoſed to the ſame 
common danger in the time of impure coition, yet 
he teaches, that an equal degree of corruption is not 
brought. into every part. I his truly and evidently 
appears from what has been before ſaid. But he 

enies that thoſe little ulcers, or venereal ſhankers, 
have ever attacked the external ſaperficies of the 
præpuce, or the reſt of the ſkin, by which the penis 
is inveſted; and ſo he aſſerts, that in women theſe 
little ulcers occupy ſome certain inteꝛ ior places of the 
vagina or vulva, but never any external places. 
Seal I have often been an eye-witneſs of the external 
ſkin of the 25 and exterior parts of the pudenda 
in women, having been attacked by venereal ſhank- 
ers; nor do I doubt, but all thoie who have applied 
themſelves to the cure of this diſeaſe, have obſerved 
the ſame. But Aſfruc aſſiduouſſy enquired into the 
cauſe why the exterior parts of the penis, and puden- 
da of women, were never attacked by venereal 
ſhankers. He believed the reaſon might be deduced 
from the peculiar ſtructure of thoſe parts. + In men 
he would have it, that the internal and whole ſuper- 
hcies of the præpuce, and top of the penis, eſpe- 
Vol. XVII. G | cially 


De morbis vener, lib, III, cap. vii. p. 243. 
+ Ibidem, p. 244. | | 


82 The VE NPR NEAT Diszase. Sect. 144. 
Cially the ſides of the frœnum, and circumference 
of the crown of the glans,” den/iffime conſterni vaſculis 
 numerofis, mimi i ſimis, vix ſemilinea profundis, paral- 
lelis, cylindritis, cavis, infima parte coecis, altera ex- 
trorſum dehiſcentibus tenut ofculo,” quæ a circumfluo ſan- 

uine humerem album, ſebaceum, viroſum, ſecernunt, 
ſecretumque ftilla'im evomunt'; unde partium levitas, 
ſenſus, mollities, lubricitas, jugiter foventur ; ſed unde, 
ft loturæ parcatur, ſordes brevi cumulantur, ſubalbide, 
_ olesſe, falidi & gravioris odoris: © are ſpread over 
by a number of thick little veſſels, ſo minute, that 
< they are ſcarce the depth of half a tenth of an 
inch, parallel, hollow cylinders, and gaping on 
the outſide with little mouths, which pour our a 
White, ſoapy humour, ſeparated from the blood; 
from whence the lightneſs, ſenſibility, ſoftneſs, 
and lubricity of the parts are continually ſup- 
* ported; but if not waſhed, the filth gathers in a 
* ſhorr time to an olly, whitiſh, fcetid excrement, 
* of a heavy foul ſtench.” He affirms the like 
ſtructure to hold in women, in the internal ſuperficies 
of the vulva: and all the carunculæ which project 
in the vulva, he would have it, that theſe caverns 
collecting that ſoapy humour, and diſcharging it 
when collected, are the proper and real feat of the 
venereal ſhankers. He urges, in 1:4 ook of this 
argument, that anatomy teaches us that theſe caverns, 
or cells, are in theſe places; and it is ſufficiently 
made out by what has been before ſaid, that the 
_ venereal contagion may be eaſily entangled with flow, 
fat, mucoſe humours, and be fo fixed as it were in 
certain places, that they are afterwards deſtroyed in 
a ſlow, corroding manner. | 

But the anatomiſts in general have evidently proved, 
that theſe cells already deſcribed, are not peculiar 
to theſe places of the genitals. Abrabam Kaau * 
found ſuch cells in the buttocks of an infant; and in 
4's another 
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another place, where he is employed peculiarly in 
deſcribing theſe matters, he ſays, Ef preterca & 
aliud exſudationis genus, ab intertoribus extrorſum, quod 
que obtinet eo in loco, quo cuticula pergit ſupra papil- 
las; ac ubi cutim inveſtit ; quod ſcilicet fit ope fe llicu- 
lorum, qui ubique in cute hærent, niſi in interiore parte 
manuum, pedum, & in digitis: There is beſides 
« another kind of exſudation from the interior to- 
*« wards the exterior parts, which equally holds good 
in that place in which the cuticula goes over the 
“ papillz, and where it inveſts the cutis ; which is 
« done by the aſſiſtance of the folliculi which ſtick 
every where in the ſkin, except in the interior 
parts of the hands, feet, and fingers.” As the 
celebrated Ruyſchius was an enemy to the name of 
glands, and as that candid anatomiſt could not den 
the exiſtence of theſe folliculi in the ſkin, he choſe 
rather to call them cryptæ Boerbaaviane ;' which name 
is commonly given them at preſent. An exact de- 
{cription of thoſe cells may be read in the place above 
cited. Yet this deſerves to be' known, that the ce- 
lebrated Aſtruc would have theſe caverns to be cy- 
lindrical, and on the contrary, the celebrated Boer- 
haave invenerit eſſe, receptacula quedam parva, ſubro- 
tunda, cava, coll anguſtato conniventia, que, oſculo 
aperto, nec quod facile humorem intus in folliculo con- 
tentum eructat, in epidermide patent, atque ibidem poros 
cutis for mant ſatis conſpicuos: * had found theſe to be 
* ſome certain {mall receptacles, round and hollow 
<« beneath, with a narrow neck with open mouths, 
« which do not eaſily diſcharge the humours con- 
“ tained in the folliculi, appear in the outſide ſkin 
« of the body, and form pores in the ſkin ſufficiently 
« conſpicuous there.” The figure of theſe cryptæ 
was not badly deſcribed by thoſe inſtruments of war 
called hand-granades, which are caſt or thrown. _ 


G 2 But 
* Perſpir, dict. Hippocr. cap. xi. p. 103. & ſeq. 
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But it is well known that theſe folliculi + pour 
forth a lubricating humour, which anoints the ſkin, 
S quilem ad illas partes imprimis, qua adri externe, 
vel moſui, maxime ſunt. expoſile, vel pilis ornatge.: 
« and eſpecially thoſe parts which are greatly expoſed 
eto motion, or the external air, or thoſe parts fur- 
de niſhed with hair.” Therefore as hair begins to 
grow on the pudenda of either ſex, and the internal 
parts of the buttocks and thighs, ſo that they may 
want fuch a watry bladder or ball, the rubbing or 
\waſting of which is greatly to be avoided, it is, no 
wonder. that a copious number of theſe, windy, or 
watry bags, ſufficiently big, are found. in. thoſe 
places; which, if not fo, men would have ſuffered 
the foreſt of gallings, as thoſe who long ride on 
horſeback experience, whilſt that liquid is preſſed 
from theſe little bags. | oY 

And moreover as all theſe parts have ſach folliculi, 
or a number of ſuch watry Balls and are moiſtened 
in the venereal contagion by impure venery, it evi- 
dently appears, that ſhankers, or venereal ulcers, 
may be bred in thoſe places, and ſome certain obler- 
vations alſo. teach the truth of this matter. | 


In an internal gonorrhea.] This term, may be 
changed in Latin to the genital profluvium, which 
was known in antient times; but that was very dif- 
ferent from the venereal gonorrhea, here treated of. 
So where the uncleanneſs is mentioned in the ſcrip- 
ture,“ we read as follows : Vir, qui patitur fluxum 
ſeminis, immundus erit. Et tunc judicabitur hutc vitio 
ſubjacere, cum per fingula momenta adhacferit carni cjus, 
-atque concreverit, fe ius humon: * A man labouring 
« With a ſeminal flux ſhall be deemed unclean, and 
ohe ſhall be judged to be ſubject to this defect, as he 
«* every moment might have adhered to his fleſh, 
and a fœtid humour might have been cauſed by it.” 
The channel of the urethra, as will be preſently 
ſhown, is moiſt with mucoſe humours, and the pro- 
4 | Ss Rd WOT ON tate 
＋ Ibidem, p. 106. ® Levit. cop. xv. ver. 2, 3. N 
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ſtate gland communicates with it. If, therefore, the 
ſecretion; and excretion of ſuch humours be aug- 
mented, ſuch a humour will be gradually protruded 
into the cavity of the urethra, and then adhere to 
the extremicy of the urethra, and the internal ſuper- 
ficies of the præpuce; this is filthy, but in no man- 
ner contagious. Beſides, it is to be remarked, that 
the moiſture which flows forth in the venereal go- 
norrrhea adheres not, nor grows to the top of the 
penis, bur fouls the linen by a fœtid dropping; from 
ogy it is in ſome languages called druiper, trip- 

r, C. | ho he 48 924. 

After the venereal gonorrhea was become known, 
it became uſual among the phyſicians. to call theſe 
light evils juſt now mentioned, a ſimple gonorrhea, 
to diſtinguiſh at from the venereal contagion. Such 
a ſimple gonorrhea is obſerved to be cauſed ab ina 
ſueta potatione cereviſia, equitatione nimia, immoderato 
uſu Veneris, etiam pure, clyſtere calidius admiſſo, 
by an unaccuſtomed drinking of beer, by much 
riding, by immoderate venery, though pure, or 
by a gliſter given more warm than uſüal. I have 
ſcen the like to have been -occaſioned, hy the uſe of 
more acrig, diuretics, the application of cantharides, 
though but external, &c. But all theſe either ſpon- 
taneouſly, ceaſe, or are, cuted in a, ſhort time, Which 
cannot in any manner be affirmed to be the caſe in 
the venereal gonorrhea. | 


es: x '% -'} 
Thoſe, who have contended that the antiquiry of 
the Lues Venerea is to be demonſtrated, from that 
part of holy writ, have urged, that this flux of the. 
ſeed mult have been a contagion, as ſo much ci re- 
mony and. caution were 8 for the Sacha 
from it. But no body believes, at this day, that the 
venereal contagion is to be communicated to a found. 
body by, touching an infected perſon in bed, or ſit- 
ting or lying where he did. The uncleannets, under 
the Moſaical law, has nothing in common with any 
I eat 3.3; we n e en 
* Aſtrue de morb. vener, lib, III. cap. i. ſect. iv. p. 162. 
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contagion whatſoever ; for in the ſame place“ a man 

was legally unclean from whom vir, de quo egreditur 
ſemen coitrt}, c the ſeed of coition or copulation goes 

forth,“ and a woman in her menſtrua; which if 
any one had touched in bed, &c. he would be 
equally unclean. Beſides, in ſimple gonorrheas, 
eſpecially in thoſe from whom the ſeed flows unwil- 
lingly and unknowingly, without any ſenſe of en- 

joyment, they become debilitated and all enervated; 
on the contrary, they are, in the venereal gonorrhea, 

moleſted with frequent erections of the penis; from 

whence'the cure of it is as often retarded, as will be 

ſaid hereafter. 

It is certain, that the venereal gonorrhea was not 
known! in the beginning, whilſt the Lues Venerea be- 
gan to work its way into Europe; and we fee that 
the firſt authors who wrote of the Lues Venerea have 
made no mention of the gonorrhea. Antonius Muſa 
Braſavolus wrote a treatiſe of the French diſeaſe, 
in the year 1351, where he has the following obſer- 
vation: A viginti anni tra, aliæ quæ dum ſpecies or- 
tum habuere, quæ an declinamem mor bum ſequantur, an 
aliquo modo immitatum fit genus, ambi end oe in 
about twenty years another ſp ws of this ſeal: 
appeared but it may be G8vdteck whether it fol- 
«'JTowed-a declining diſeaſe, or whether the diſeaſe 
„ might have been only changed to ſome other manner 
or ſpecies.“ But he deſcribes five changes of the 
Lues: the falling of the hair and teeth, caſting of 
the nails, the Joſs of eyes, and 8 the "gonorrhea. 
Nam Gallicur affeftus 'ex gonorrhea incipit, & poſtea 
Pilorum c F. rr eguituf; guandoque inci pit a gonor- 
rhea, & in gonorrhoram fit. Nam nihil aliud illam 
22077 quam quod ipſa perjeverat ; neque facile evinct 
poteft ; * ſed neceffarium eff, , ſedari debeat, gener gſi $ 
ati pr efdiis, cle quibus poſtea verba faciemus For 
« the Gallicus morbus begins with the gonorrhea, 
* and afterwards follows the hedding or caſting «# 

"me 
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« the hair, ſometimes begins with the gonorrhea and 
e fintſhes with the ſame ; for nothing more than its 
« perſeverance follows, nor can it be eaſily over- 
« come; but it is neceſſary to uſe ſome gerierous 
e helps, more of which hereafter,” -, _. _.. 
In this author it particularly deſerves to be re- 
marked, that he already had doubted whether it was 
not a declining Lues, which had been followed by the 
firſt furious gonorrhea; and he alſo remarked, that 
the contagion begun from a venereal gonorrhea, ant 
ended in the ſame, the matter being expelled. by this 
flux of the diſtemper. We obſerve the gonorrhea, in 
the infected in our times, which, if properly cured, 
will free the reſt of the body from the Lues; nor 
will any of theſe evils follow which are accuſtomed 
to accompany the ſpreading evil through the whole 
body. From whence, it is not without reaſon be- 
lieved, that by a gonorrhea, treated in a ſkilful man- 
ner, the perſon infected will be altogether freed from 
a venereal contagion, which is to be yet treated of, 
whilſt the cure of the Lues will be ſpoken of: but 
where the gonorrhea, is neglected, or treated by a 
perverle method; or whilſt the patients, with un- 
bridled luſt, contract the, ſame evil by repetition, 
and impure venery, the Lues will follow, The go- 
norrhea, according to this author, firſt appeared 
about the year 1531, and it ſeems to have been ſo 
frequent in the time of Bernard Tomitanus *, that he 
had ſaid, Quotuſquiſque eft, qui Lue Gallica inficiatur 
auſpicio gonorrhee.? Profedto, qui hoc tempore laboret 
citra hoc ſeminis profluvium, vix unus aut alter exſtat : 
How many are there infected with the Lues Gallica 
beginning with a gonorrhea ? Truly there is ſcarce- 
ly a man but now labours under this profluvium 
« of the ſeed,” This author was famous for his {kill 
in phyſic, in the year 1531, It is likely that he exer- 
ciſed that art, at leaſt; until the year 1538, when he 
* began 


* Aphrodiſiac. p. 1653. + Aftruc de Lue Venere 
tom. II. p. 765. & teq, | | | 
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began to EN ONE being elected into the order of 
profeſſors: he followed this undertaking until the 
year 1563, when he took leave of the profeſſorſhip, 
and betook himielf entirely to curing the fick. Nor 
does it appear in that time in which he taught, that 
he ceaſed the,exerciſe of phyſic, or the medical art; 
for in a preface which he fixed to two books of 
the, Gallic diſeaſe,” he ſays, cum difſerend? ratio- 
wm. & magiftram, invito anime potius, quam infe- 
liciter, tractaverim, nihil tamen, aut natur mea rati- 
oni magis conſentaneum, aut dignitati mex opportunius, 
fore arbitrabar, quam quod mihi dabatur otii, poft ipſam 
explicandi rationem, in medicæ artis exercitatione conſu- 
mere © ** Whilſt I was teaching the art of diſputation, 
« rather with an unwilling mind than without ſucceſs, 
I was of opinion, that nothing could be more 
« agreeable to my natural diſpoſition, or more be- 
« coming my rank, than to employ what leiſure time 
& I had, after the exerciſe of my profeſſorſhip, in 
e the ſtudy and practice of phyſic.“ From hence, 
when he had laid down the office of profeſſor, having 
ſome leiſure, medic ſux exercitationts aliquod ſpecimen 
præbere vdluit, Sc. Ac primum illud, quod mihi (inquit) 
0b oculos ter ſabatur, fuit de Lit Gallica pertractatio: 
<< he was deſirous to give ſome ſpecimen of his me- 
% dical exercitations, and becauſe the morbus Gal- 
« hcus was conſtantly under his obſervation, he 
« publiſhed a treatiſe upon it.” If we conſider this, 
we ſhall find that the firſt mention of the gonorrhea 
occurs 'about that time which Braſavolus Fas men- 
E e 
But it is likewiſe true, that in his firſt chapter of 
the ſecond book, he has the following words: + Tem- 
poris autem lapſu, uſque ad noſtram atatem, que morbi 
centeſmum annum fere, aut circiter, explere videtur, 
Sc. © But in the courſe, of time, an hundred years 
& of which ſeems to be paſſed, ſince the introduction 
« of this diſeaſe z”* which is not agreeable to the 
n 244 3þ pad | chro- 
* Aphrodiſiac. p. 1015. + Ibidem, 105 3. 
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chronology of the venereal diſeaſe; for Bernardinus 
Tomi tanus died in Padua, 1 556, of the plague,* in 
the ſeventieth year of his age; ſo that he was not 
living when the age was firſt attacked by the Lues. 
This phyſician's hiſtory therefore ſhows, that he 
wrote theſe two books of the French diſeaſe, not 
long after the year 1363. From hence it appears, 
that ſome error crept into his numerical figures, 
which the celebrated Aſtruc * alſo confeſſes to have 
ſuſpeted. _ 1 N Tank 
But Tomitanus teſtifies, prima contagionis ſemina 
exſtare in præſentia, bubones, cariem, verrucas, & 
norrb&am : ** that the firſt ſeeds of the contagion 
« diſcloſed themſelves in his time in buboes, caries, 
<«. wart;, and gonorrhea.” It is to be remarked, that 
the caries, ſo called here, means not that of the 
bones, which is preceded by eruel pains of the oſteo- 
copium, which were far more rare whilſt the. diſ- 
eale was wont to begin from the gonorrhea; but 
by a caries, thoſe little ulcers which corrode the pu- 
denda is to be underſtood, as that very author 
clearly explains; and as Fallopius's teſtimony in de- 
termining the epoch of the venereal gonorrhea may 
appear more doubtful, the celebrated Aſtrut be- 
lie ved, that that treatiſe of the French diſtemper, 
was written in the year 1560, or 1561, ſince he 
there ſays, that fifteen years had not then elapſed, 
ſince the Gallic gonorrhea was obſerved by him to 
have had its epoch, which coincides with the year 
1545 ; but he in another place & remarks, candy 
authors of great fame had diſagreed among them- 
ſelves concerning the birth and day of Fallopius's 
death. Beſides, he informs us, that Fallopius had 
publiſhed nothing elſe beſides his anatomical obſer- 
vations; for all the reſt of thoſe writings which bear 
* Aſtruc de Lue Vener. tom. II. p. 766. | 
'+ Aphrodiſiac. p. 1052. ＋ Ibidem, p. 720. 
| De Lue Ven er. lib. i, cap. xiii. tom. I. p. 99. 
Tom. II. p 746, 747. Ididem : | 


9o The VENEXIAL DisEAsE. Sect. 1447. 


his name, are poſthumous, and publiſhed by his 
pupils; as any one of them had collected them 
from his maſter, as he was teaching, and not dic- 
tating them, and then diſpoſed them according to their 
own genius, and gave them forth again in their own 
words. From whence, notwithſtanding that treatiſe 
was wrote in the year 1560, or 1561, yet it does 
not appear in what year Fallopius had laid thoſe 
circumſtances relative to the epoch of the, gonor- 
rhea before his pupils. "I 

- Aftruc * indefatigable in rummaging thoſe authors, 

who wrote of the _— Venerea, found a deſcrip- 
tion of the gonorrhea, in a certain author named 
James Betbencourt, who publiſned a book concern- 
ing the Lues in Paris, anno 1527. Of this gonor- 
rhea which ſeems to him to be the firſt of all, 
the author, expreſſes himſelf thus: Conſuluit me qui- 
dam juvents, cuus mentula ſeſqui amum perpelus ſanio- 
fum qc virulentum- vomebat ſuccum ; quod Venereo con- 
traxerat certamine. Uſus fuerat fruſira multorum Me- 
dicorum ac Chirurgorum conſilio, &c. Cum mentula do- 
lorasè arrigeretur, de ulcere ſuſpicatus ſum; conſului, 
caveret ab injectionibus; tum, ne phlegmone proritare- 
tur, tum, quod, fi ſeminariis ulcus latitaret vaſis, in 
mentulz utroque latere diſpenſatis, tales inutiles penitus 
ent.. .' medioamentis deficcatoriis convaluit. A 
«+. certain young man conſulted me, whoſe mentula, 
„ during half a year, continually diſcharged a vi- 
c rulent corrupt matter, which he had contracted in 
4 venereal embrace: he in vain had the opinions 
and advices of many phyſicians and ſurgeons, &c. 
„As the mentula was attended with great pain in 
its erection, I was ſuſpicious of an ulcer; I there- 
« fore adviſed him to beware of injections, leſt that a 
« ſwelling or inflammation of the blood might be 
« then provoked by them; for, if the ulcer ſhould 
“ lurk in the ſeminal veſſels diſpoſed on either fide 
* of the mentula, they would be totally ufeleſs . & 
| 72 cc 2 

* Afruc, de Lue Vener, lib; i. cap. xiii, tom. IT. p. 637, & ſeq 
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he grew better by drying medicines.” This au- 
thor wrote thirty years after the Lues appeared in 
Europe; ſo that, according to his teſtimony, the ve- 
nereal gonorrhea appeareh ſooner than thoſe au- 
thors juſt now quoted had ſuppoſed it. * 
But as this ſymptom is ſo annoying and conſpi- 
cuous, it could not eſcape the obſervation of thoſe 
authors who wrote concerning the Lues, and yet 
made no mention of the ponotrhes from whence it 
may be concluded, that the gonorrhea came to be 
known after the Lues; although the time in which 
it was firſt obſerved, cannot be exactly determined, 
as it perhaps was various in different parts of the 
A ö 
It now follows, that ſomething concerning the go4. 
norrhea, and rhe various places it occupies, be men- 
tioned, which indicate more or leſs difficulty of cure, 
to a ſkilful phyfician, as the penis is affected by the 
88 in all its parts: That a better knowledge 
nay be had of thoſe places, ſo wonderfully fabri- 
cated, let it be mentioned, that the penis conſiſts of 
two bodies, call'd cavernous or cellular; which are 
two flexible tubes, abounding with ligameats, late- 
rally applied to each other, for the greateſt part of 
its length. Theſe tubes are not open, but are 
cloſed in their extteme part; they are obluſely coni- 
cal, have round apices, their own extremities, which 
are called the radices of the cavernous bodies of the 
penis, recede mutually from one another; their ſize. 
1s there diminiſhed, and finiſhed in two apices, 
which are fixed to the margins of the os iſchii, and 
the os pubis; they approach toward one another at 
the junction of the os pubis, and unite themſelves. 
The membrane com oling thoſe cylindrical tubes is 
elaſtic, and full of ligaments: the cavity of thoſe 
tubes is fill'd with a cellular ſubſtance, fo firm, that 
it ſeems ta bel a continuation of thoſe involving 
membranes; all the little cells have a communication 
with one another; they are always more or leſs full 
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of blood, and may be compared to the cells of the 


ſpace, , which is greater Fan, ken one, the 
urethra is placed along the whole length ff the cor- 
both. The urethra, together with thele two- 
ſpongy, bodies juſt now deſcribed, conſtuute, the 
penis, and is the chief ſeat bf the gonorrhea; ſo that 
it ought to be well Known, that this diſeale; x 


Gun 
| lieate; may bt 
truly vinderftood.* 7 © {mg POR" 

The urethra occupying the Tower part of the pe- 
nis, is placed in a furrow, which is. 1 the 
ſides of the two cavernous bodies of the penis, 


1 


lying alongſide of one another, and ſtrongly adheres 
ying "gl Dgly. 8. 


: 


to them, the whole length of the furrow, along. 
which the urethra runs. But although the urethra, 
is compoſed of a double membrane, and the ca- 
vernous ſubſtance be placed between theſe two 
membranes, ſuch as is ound m the, cavernola core, 


BT of the penis, yet it differs from them; becauſe 
t 


is leſs in ſize, and makes an open chan the 
bladder, through which the 55 5 ed he 


as the corpora. cavernoſa of the penis... reſemble 


tubes, hut ſuch as. through which nothing paſſes, 
and are both cloſed at their obtuſe spes. 


"7 
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From whence the penis conſiſts of three bodies, 
beſides its common integuments, which are pro- 
perly called cavernous, or cellular bodies, which are 
the two greater corpora covernoſa of the penis, and 
the third, which is likewiſe cavernous or cellular, 
but is ſmaller and perforated. The formation of 
the penis cannot be more perfectly demonſtrated, 
than if the two greater cellular bodies, being diſtended 
by inflation, and likewiſe the cavernous body of the 
urethra, the penis be then dried, for the cells becoming 
ſtiff after being dried, will not collapſe again, but 
remain diſtended, although the air will. freely go forth 
into the talealas, if the penis be diſſected. The cele- 
brated Rui/chius * firſt demonſtrated the wonderful 
fabric of the human penis, by this method of inflating 
it, and clearly expreſs'd it by figures or draughts 
where he, in the diſſected taleola's of the inflated 
penis, evidently demonſtrates, how the urethra runs, 
in the inferior part of the penis, under the cor- 
pora cavernoſa of the penis lying together: the 
ſame author proves, from the teſtimonies of the 
molt ſkilful anatomiſts, who wrote before him, that 
they were ignorant of the true form or fabrick of 
the penis, urethra, and glans; but thoſe bodies, 
which at this. day are commonly called the cor- 
pora cavernoſa, were by him called the nervio- 
All the blood being firſt exhauſted, he attempted 
to fill the veſſels of the penis, by an injection of 
a compoſition of wax; but the cells of the penis 
being fo filled, he could. ſee nothing diſtinctly; 
therefore he exhauſted the blood from the penis, 
and waſhing it with water by the help of a funnel, 
he fill'd it again with air by inflation, tied it very 
tight, and then dried it. But that the formation of 
the glans of the penis may be rightly underſtood, 
it is to be remarked, that the urethra, after it arrives 
to the extremitics or heads of the cellular bodies 50 

1 — 

* Obſervat, Anatom. Chirurg. no. 100. p. 93. & ſeq· 
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the penis, forms the glans of the penis, together 
with the corpus cavernoſum; for that cavernous 
body of the urethra is placed between its two mem- 
branes, is very thick between the proſtate glans, and 
the meeting of the corpora cavernoſa, afterwards 
more thin, grows thick again; towards the foremoſt 
parts of the penis, it is bent towards the outſide, 
and leaves the mouth of the urethra open in the 
glans, then forms the exterior ſpongy ſuperficies of the 
glans, and is terminated in a fringe at the junction of 
the prepuce:“ from whence the glans of the penis is, 
as it were, an elongated ſubſtance of the urethra, 
reflected towards the outſide, and covering the heads 
of the corpora cavernoſa ef the penis, adheres to 
them; and the membrane, which covers the exter- 
nal ſuperficies of the glans, is a continuation of the 
membrane which inveſts the internal ſuperficies of 
the urethra; under which the cavernous body of 
the urethra proceeding forward, continues a like 
ſubſtance through the glans, whilſt the external 
membrane of the urethra, being turned back, toge- 
ther with theſe, covers the heads of the corpora ca- 
vernoſa of the penis, and ſo in like manner hinders 
all communication between the two corpora caver- 
noſa of the penis, and the cellular body of the 
urethra. * Sen 

Ruiſchius + wondered at this, whilſt he enquired 
into the ſtructure of the glans, the cellular bodies 
of the penis being previouſly inflated, ea enim infla- 
tione intumuit & induruit quidem interior glandis pars, 
faccida tamen manſit glandis pars exterior; © for an 
interior part of the glans ſwelled, and grew hard 
by that inflation, yet the exterior part of the glans 
% remained flabby.” | 

Nor was that a wonder, for the corpora cavernoſa 
of the penis being inflated, he felt the heads of them 
ſwelling, on which heads the glans, being not in- 
| SH 7 5 | - Plated, 
Herm. Boerh. Inſtitut, Med. $. 654. 
+ 1nloco. modo citato. p. 95. 
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flated, reſted altogether ſoft and flabby : from 
whence he believed, that the interior parts only of 
the glans were ſwelled. He expreſſes this matter 
ingeniouſly in delineating the penis, with the two 
corpora cavernoſa only inflated, the glans being left 
out, and no mention made of its ſwelling, either in 
its length or breadth. 1 
But whilſt Ruiſchius | inflated the cavernous body 
of | the urethra only, the exterior part of the glans 
ſwelled, but not the interior, which remained flabby; 
and he afterwards inflated the corpora cavernoſa of 
the penis, and then the penis being dried and diſ- 
ſected, he delineated — thoſe excellent figures, 
which ſo clearly demonſtrate the ſtructure of the 
penis; among theſe there are two & which ſhew how 
the ſpongy body of the urethra, together with the 
two membranes of the urethra,” by which it is con- 
fined, which conſtitute the glans, being bent back- 
wards, lodge on the corpora cavernoſa of the 
penis. Beſides, he has diſtinguiſned the interval, 
which is interpoſed between the apex of the corpus 
cavernoſum of the penis and glans, which is placed 
upon it by a broader line than is in the external 
margin of the diſſected glans: for in this interval, 
the membrane ſurrounding the corpus cavernoſum 
of the penis is contiguous, and grows to the external 
membrane of the urethra; from whence the thickneſs 
of it is more conſiderable. From theſe circumſtances, 
it is underſtood why Ruiſchius has ſaid, Reperi 
penis, glandem nil aliud eſſe, quam veram continuati- 
onem tam corporis nerveo ſpongiaſi majoris et craſſioris 
maximam penis partem conſtituentis minoris et temuioris 
urethræ maximam et preſertim inferiorem ejus partem 
ambientis fine ulla ſubſtantiæ mutatione: © that he 
« found the glans to be nothing elſe but a/ true 
„ continuation both of the thicker and greater ner- 
# yeo-ſpongioſum body, which conſtitutes the _ 
cc e 
} Ibidem, p. 75. 5 Ibidem,fig. 81, 82. * Ibidem, 95, 
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eſt part of the penis, and likewiſe of the ſmaller 
and thinner of the urethra, which ſurrounds the 
= greater, and particularly the lower part of it, 
without any change of ſubſtance.” But it mani- 
| feſtly appears from his figures, that the glans of the 
penis, properly ſpeaking, is a continuation of the 

cavernous body of the urethra, and is totally ſepa- 

rated from the cavernous ſubſtance of the penis. It 

alſo appears, that Gragſius + had erred, in ſuppo- 

ſing the ſpongy part of the urethra gradually ap- 

Proaching the glans, to be more and more attenu- 

ated, and at length to be obliterated in the glans; 

for the contrary is true, the cavernous body of the 

urethra, in the extremity of the glans, is greateſt, 

And thickeſt, and forms I the . exterior part ot 

the glans. tb MG -N N wy bn - 

The figure of the glans is like a cone which fi- 
niſnes in a round apex, its lower convexity is al- 

moſt a plane, but the baſe is obliquely placed; its 
- circumference very little exceeds the cellular bodies 
of the penis, on which it is ſeated; the channel of 

the urethra advances directly forward, not through 
the middle of the glans, but by the inferior part of 
„it, which is more level, and terminates in an oblong 
orifice, which is like a fiſſure, and narrower than 
the cavity of the urethra, which almoſt meets to- 
gether, where it is terminated in that orifice ||, 

1 ſnould not fo long have dwelled upon the 
deſcription of theſe parts, if J did not believe, that 
it was altogether neceſſary for the underſtanding of 
rhe nature of the gonorrhea, and many more cvils 
that accompany it, or follow it; eſpecially if they 
have been neglected or treated by unſkilful perſons, 
- &c. It therefore remains, to conſider thoſe parts 
which are placed in the whole courſe of the ure- 
thra, from the bladder, to which it is almoſt cont i- 
nued to its orifice in the glans of the penis, and 

3 | after- 
TSS + In loco modo eitato, P · 96. J 1 Ibidem, be. 81, 82. 
Winſlow Expoſit. Anatom. p. 567, & ſeq, | 
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afterwards what remarkable occurs in the cavity of 
this channel, which ſerve to gain a knowledge of 
the gonorrhea and its cure. | 

Where the urethra begins from the neck of the 
bladder, it is a ſimple membranous channel, and 
hath not as yet acquired a cavernous body; that 
channel is ſuſtained in this place by a whitiſh thick- 
neſs, ſomewhat firm and in figure like a cheſnut, 
and is placed between the bladder and the bulb 
of the urethra,” (more of which preſently). This 
maſs was called proſtate, thus in the plural number, 
becauſe it appears diſtinguiſhed as it were into two 
lobes, by the middle running from the baſe of 
this maſs which is toward the bladder, unto the 
apex which is next the bulb of the urethra. The 
firſt part of the urethra is placed in this furrow, and 
is as it were preſſed down; but that channel of the 
urethra adheres ſtrongly to the proſtate. _ 

The urethra then goes-on, and about the diſtance 
of a finger and a half's breadth from its origin, a 
{ſpongy ſubſtance meets this channel, like the cor- 
pora cavernoſa of the penis, but more ſlender, and 
then it furrounds the urethra, and accompanies it 
in its whole courſe. That ſpongy ſubſtance does not 
immediately ſurround the channel of the urethra, 
but firſt forms an oblong body, which is called the 
bulb of the urethra. | | 

There occur many more things worthy of notice 
in the cavity of the channel of the urethra ; for in 
that part of the urethra which is immerged in the 
ſubſtance of the proſtatæ, there is an oval emi- 
nence, thicker toward the poſterjor, ſmaller towards 
the anterior parts, and ending in an apex. This 
eminence is called Caruncula, Caput Gallinagints, 
Veru montanum, and is generally pierced by two lit- 
tle holes in it's thicket art, ſometimes by one, 
and ſeldom by three : thets are the orifices of the 
conduits or pipes by which the. ſeminal veſſels ſift 
or ſtrain the ſeed into the cavity of the urethra ; be- 

Vol. XVII. n -H dees 
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pfroſtatæ; they are ſeated upon both ſides above 
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ſides there are in the ſame place, on either ſide of 
the thickeſt part of the ſame Caruncula, four, five, 
or ſix little holes diſpoſed in the form of a creſcent, 
or half moon, which are the excretory ducts of the 
proſtatæ, which pour out a moiſture ſecreted * from 
theſe glands into the cavity of the urethra. 

The internal membrane of the urethra is ſome- 
what ſlender and full of veſſels it is pierced with 


a quantity of oblong holes, ſome greater, ſome 


leſs, chiefly about the glans of the penis : theſe holes 
are continued into the excretory canals of the 
glans, which are placed in the cavernous body of 
the urethra. Theſe excretory-conduits or ducts of 
theſe glands, run along the internal membrane of 
the urethra, through the cavernous ſubſtance, and 
then they obliquely penetrate the cavity of the ure- 
thra, which they cover with a ſoft mucoſe humour, 
ſecreted from them, and defend that ſenſible mem- 
brane from the acrimony of the urine, and preſerve 
it flexible, and lubricate it. But as theſe conduits are 
obliquely opened in the urethra z hence their orifices 
are of the ſhape of a half moon.“ The celebrated Mor- 
gagni || hath ſhewn theſe glands in the diſſected urethra, 
bur there are ſome of them more remarkable than the 
reſt ; two ſuch are found near the beginning of the 
ſpongy body of the urethra, and theſe have excre- 
tory ducts rather long, but each of them is of an 
oblong plane figure, and about the ſize of the 
ſtone of a cherry: proceeding towards the anterior 
parts, a third gland, like unto the former ones, is 
found; theſe glands were called Cowperiana, ſrom- 
CowykR, that famous anatomiſt who diſcovered and 
deſcribed them, and compared them in mag- 
nitude to a French bean: he ſaid, they were flat-. 
tened and of -an oval figure, and yellowiſh like the 


the 
' ® Winſlow Expoſit Anatom. p. 567, & ſeq. 5 Ibid. p. 569. 
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the bulbus of the urethra ; and their excretory ducts 
run for about half an inch along the convex ſuper- 
ficies of the internal membrane of the urethra: they 
afterwards are more flender, and obliquely pene- 
rrate into the cavity of the urethra, by two diſtin& 
orifices, in that place where the urethra is inflected, 
under the os pubis in perineum. In the neighbour- 
ing glandular places is fituated a third ſuch gland, 
of leſs bulk than the former, near the anus, and 
opening into the cavity of the urethra by two ori- 
fices, diſtant about three tenths of an inch from the 
former ones. That this gland may appear, the cel- 
lular body of the urethra muſt be cut to the internal 
membrane of the urethra, lengthwiſe.* There are 
figures in the place above cited, which elucidate the - 
deſcription of theſe glands. 

Theſe conſiderations being premiſed, thoſe ſymp- 
toms which are obſerved to happen in a gonorrhea, 
will be more eaſily underſtood, and which are va- 
rious according as the venereal virus adheres to 
various parts of the penis, and by corroding cauſes 
an ulcer. Let us 1 that the glans of the pe- 
nis is affected + by ſuch an ulcer after impure ve- 
nery ; the glans is compoſed, as hath been ſaid, of 
the elongated ſpongy body of the urethra, which is 
turned back above the two ſpongy bodies of the pe- 
nis, terminated at the corona of the glans, and forms 
the guard of this gland ; therefore the gland is com- 
poſed of the ſame ſtructure as the body of the 
urethra ; from whence being fill'd by an effuſion of 
blood from the arteries into the celis, and its return 


into the veins being prevented, it may be diſ- 


tended even unto burſting, which happens at the 
criſis of the venereal act; from hence it is greatly 
inflamed at that time ; but the ſeed being emitted, 
the glans firſt. grows flabby, and in that very inſtant 
of time, being very abſorbent, eaſily conveys into 
| H 2 its 

® Drake Anthropol. lib. i, cap. xviii. p. 137, 138. 
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its cells already emptied, whatever penetrating fluid - 
is applied to that imbibing ſuperficies. For, as 
the cells of the cavernous body of the urethra, by 
an effuſion of blood by the arteries, and the re- 
turn of which by the veins is obſtructed, ſwell 
greatly at that time which nearly precedes che ejec- 
tion of the ſeed, which being over, the effuſed blood 
preſently returns by the veins now free, and the 
mouths of the abſorbing veins eaſily deliver what 
they had received themſelves, to the veins already 
empty. This peculiar ſtructure of the veins in the 
penis, demonſtrates an eaſy and expeditious reſorp- 
tion. For Ruiſchius, * the firſt amongſt the ana- 
tomiſts, hath demonſtrated, Yenz per penem diſtribu- 
te, ſi non omnes, ſaltem tot, quat unquam offendit, ſint 
poris mognis & viſibilibus foraminibus pertuſæ, cribri 
inſtar, &c. Ejuſmodi Venarum perforatio in cauſa eſt, 
quod ſanguis, per penem redux, citifſtme poſit a pene re- 
gredi, ſere momento flacceſcente, that the veins diſ- 
de tributed through the penis, if not all, at leaſt as 
« many as he ever found, have been bored or 
« pierced by great pores and viſible apertures, as 
« 1f it were a ſieve, &c. This perforation of the 
« yeins is the cauſe that the blood returned by the 
«© penis can very foon be brought back, from the 
& penis commonly growing flabby at that moment.“ 
That there is an immediate intercourſe between the 
cellulæ of the penis and the veins, is evident from 
hence, that if the corpora cavernoſa of the penis are 
inflated, the veins which run along its back, are 
for the moſt part inflated likewtteÞ: and he exhibited 
ſuch a figure of an inflated and dried penis, as ſhows 
the apertures, of the veins. Rui/chius hath in another 
place 4 demenſtrated, that the motion of the blood 
through the penis is rapid; for he was called to a 
man, who had an ulcer that had eaten the artery 
between the glans and the prepuce, a violent hemor- 
rhage following, rendered the wretch almoſt blood- 
DE Fae | | -leſs, 
* Cbſervat. 42. Anat. Chirurg. No. 100. p. 97. 
+ Ibidem, p. 96, & fig. 75, Þ Obſervat. 42. Ibid, p. 4. 
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milder, and it was wont to manifeſt itfelf firſt in that 


Sect. 1447. The VENEREAL DisrAss. 101 


leſs, nor could it be ſtaunched by various ſtyptic re- 
medies. Ruiſchius covered the glans with the pre- 


puce, bound it thus down, and ſo relieved the patient 


from that danger. | | 


Hence the reaſon is underſtood, why the conta- 
gion is ſo promptly abſorbed in the beginning of the 
Lues Venerea, and why it infects the whole body in 
the ſpace of a few days. ' The venereal contagion 


ſeems to be have been altogether moveable in the 


begining of the Lues, and to be abſorbed with fa- 


er many years it began as it were to grow 


part whereby it was contracted, (ſee ſect. 1442.) and 
then the gonorrhea had its riſe, which, if regularly 
treated, preſerved the body from the reſt of the 


evils of the Lues Venerea, as will be afterwards 
ſhewn in the cure of it; for the venereal contagion 


is fixed in the place to where it is applied, and then 

multiplies not itſelf by diſperſing ſo very ſoon 

through the reſt of the body. 9 ee 
As the penis is moſt particularly expoſed to the 


contagion in impure venery, it is eaſily underſtood 
why the contagion becomes ſo very frequent in that 


part; why that fungous part of the glans ſwells with 
ulcerous matter, which was deſcribed in the prece- 
dent paragraph, ſo as the preſs'd gland will ex- 
ſude it; why the ulcers bred in this ſpongy part 


ſtill feeding upon all this body, and converting the 


whole glans into venereal corruption, will cauſe it 


to fall off from the remaining yard: and it is 


finally manifeſt, that the communication by the 


ſpongy urethra is maintained from the head of the 
penis even to the neck of the bladder, fince it'is 
all one continued cavernous body; and ſince the ſu- 


— 


perficies of theſe cells is always inveſted by a fat 


oily humour, by which it is lubricated and ex- 
panded, it eaſily appears why this contagion once 
received, flouriſhes and expands itſelf to expedi- 


H 3 tioully. 
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tiouſly, * Moreover it appears from theſe circum- 
ſtances, that, in reſpect to the diverſity of the part 
to which the contagion adheres in this region, diffe- 
rent ſymptoms or complaints will enſue, and ſome 
of them may be more eaſily, and others more difficultly 
cured, which we muſt conſider. | | 
It happens 1n impure venery, that a contaminated 
matter, ablorbed by the dilated pores into the ſu- 
perficies of the glans inflated by the venereal œſtrum 
when it begins to grow flaccid, the firſt moment 
it inſinuates itſelf into the cells of the ſpongy body 
of the glans, which is continued. between the two 
membranes of the urethra. unto the neck of the 
bladder; but this communication cauſes the leaſt 
contagion of the ſpreading evil to be  cafily propa- 
gated in all this part. But when it is a ad- 
mitted to the more tender membranous fat, an ulcer 
ſuddenly breeds there, and collects a matter which 
has been already mentioned. This fœtid ulcerous 
humour. always forms itſelf there a furrow ſuffici- 
ently large, in which matter is made, accumulated and 
retained, from whence it ſlowly goes forth, but yet 
plentifully. If the cavity of the fungous fabric of 
the glans is ſtopped, and the matter dilating it- 
ſelf forms on its ſuperficies outlets by which to iſſue, 


then a moſt filthy moiſture exſudes through that 


part, then corrupts and ſometimes blaſts the pre- 
puce and the glans: this 1s called by Boerhaave the 
nrſt ſpecies of the yenereal gonorrhea,+ 
It is known by the Pact. moiſture, which 1s thin- 
ner than that in other diſorders of this name; it is 
engendered in no ſmall quantity, between the glans 
and the prepuce, or a matter exſuding through the 
glans when preſſed, the contagion being taken away, 
the cure of this gonorrhea is not difficult; ſome- 
times a red ſpot appears in the ſuperficies of the 
_ glans; this of all others is the chief ſign of having 
catched the contagion. This ſpot ſometimes va- 


niſhes 
* Aphrodiſiae. in Prafatione. f Jbidem. 
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niſhes in a ſhort time, and there afterwards follows 
an excretion of matter through the ſubſtance of the 
glans; ſometimes that mark firſt degenerates into a 
morbid ulcer, and from that the infection advances 
to the fungous ſubſtance of the glans. Where ſuch 
an ulcer is ſeated in the internal part of the pre- 
puce, or in the glans, it diſcharges a ſimilar and not 
inconſiderable quantity of matter, ſuch as that which 
flows from the glans when preſs'd, and when its 
cellular fabric hath been infected. | 

But as the matter of the gonorrhea is more fre- 
quently accuſtomed to A itſelt through the 
urethra, ſo that ſome have called it a flux of the 
ſeed, as they might have believed this matter to 
have been a genital humour, but corrupted by the 
contagion of the Lues Venerea; hence where that 
matter paſs d forth through the ſubſtance of the 
glans, and nothing by the urethra, ſome have called 
it a gonorrhea, but a ſpurious one, in order to diſ- 
tinguiſn it from other kinds. We read + that a ce- 
lebrated phyſician of Montpellier, named Maſſon, 
had ſeen a peculiar ſpecies of a gonorrhea in three 
of his patients, in which the venereal abus iſſued 
forth from the ſmall glands ſurrounding the corona of 
the glans, and this diſeaſe was cured by the reme- 
dies uſually applied to other gonorrheas. It is added, 
that the celebrated Barbyrac, and other phyſicians of 
Montpelier, had obſerved the ſame” diſeaſe before; 
and as the celebrated Littre had deſcribed fuch glands 
$ in this place, there was from thence a new argu- 
ment deduced in ſupport of the exiſtence of thoſe 
glands. The celebrated Aſtruc defends the fame 
opinion * concerning the name and feat of the dif- 
eaſe, and treats of it in that place where he ſpeaks 
of the ſpurious gonorrhea, or concerning- the vene- 
real ſtillicidium from the glans. W 12 

H 4 It 
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It has been ſhown, that there are in this. part 
ſome ſmall glands which exhale a poiſonous odour, 
and cauſe a collection of filthy matter between the 
prepuce and the glans. But the venereal virus, as 
was before ſaid, is eaſily entangled by tough and 
mucous humours, ſuch as theſe glands diicharge. 
It appears then very probable, that theſe glands are 
very often infected, and they in truth appear very 

2 for fixing the received contagion, and from 
thence venereal ulcers are bred; by which I have 
often ſeen the whole corona of the glans ſurrounded. 
But it does not ſeem certain, that the gonorrhea 
Called the ſpurious, always owes. its origin to theſe 
glands thus affected. Sydenham * 2 the follow- 
ing account: Jp/ſe ſcilicet vidi, virulentam hujuſmodi 
materiam per ſubſtantiam glandis poroſam exſudare, non 
per urethram tjettam, nulloque ulcere vel glandem oc- 
cupante, vel præputium: Moreover | myſelf have 
„ ſeen a virulent matter of this kind to exſude 
<« through the porous ſubſtance of the glans, and 
not diſcharged through the urethra ; neither 
was the glans or prepuce attacked by an ulcer.” 
And Vercellonus & affirms to have ſeen many more ſo 
affected, gui albam ſaniem plorabant per ſubſtantiam 
glandis poroſam, etiam citra ullum ulcus, who diſ- 
charged a white putrid matter through the porous 
fſubſtance of the glans, alſo without any ulcer.” 
I well remember to have often ſeen ſome drops of 
venereal corruption iſſue through the whole ſubſtance 
of the, glans penis whilſt it was preſs'd in ſuch pa- 
tients; though I could diſcover no complaint in 
either the prepuce, or in the border of the corona of 
the glans, where theſe ſmaller glands are laid. 
Another ſpecies of gonorrhea is obſerved, when 
the venereal virus, inſinuating itſelf through the 


pores of the glans, penetrates Into eng! cellular — 
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of the urethra which grows round it, and forms an 
ulcer there, which corrodes the openings and paſ- 
ſages of the urethra. Hence it pours out an ulcer- 
ous matter, continually diſtilling from this paſſage, 
but chiefly when the yard is ſqueezed in that part, 
being forced or: ſqueezed upwards from the lower 
part. II it is preſſed upwards in the morning atter 
lleep, before it is waſhed, at about a thumb's breadth 
from the top of the penis, a quantity of fœtid matter 
is ſqueezed out; from whence it appears, that this 
matter adheres not in the urethra, but that it is 
forced by that preſſing or ſqueezing from the corpus 
cavernoſum of the urethra. In this ſpecies of the 
gonorrhea, no more of ſuch matter will iſſue, if the 
whole penis be ſqueezed from the neck of the blad- 
der to the glans; from whence it is concluded, that 
this place only is affectet.  atT 
This is moſt frequently the caſe in the beginning 
of the gonorrhea, occurring every day, and produ- 
cing a great quantity of venereal corruption for a 
1 long time, eſpecially in men of a lax habit; and if 
ö the matter be freely ſecreted, though for a long time, 
it ſeldom produces the Lues, and in general iz a pre- 
ſervative from it. It is more particularly dangerous 
in this reſpect, that the matter, adhering in the 
crooked turnings of the cellular membrane, may 
cauſe a continual dropping or running, ſcarcely to be 
cured by any art, eſpecially if this diſorder was ne- 
glected or badly treated in the beginning; for then 
the virus might have been propagated through the 
whole length of the cellular body of the uretbhra, even 
unto its =. | 
From hence, the place about the end of the ure- 
thra, which is dilated about the glans, and makes a 
kind of an oval little trench, and which is called na- 
wicularis, is firſt affected. | 
But as the corpus cavernoſum of the urethra, as 
hath been before ſaid, being turned back, forms the 


* Winſlow Expoſit. Anatom. p. 569. 
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bulk of the glans of the penis in the lower part, 
where the urethra is thinner in ſubſtance, ſometimes 
a hole is eaten which is hard to be cured, nay it re- 
mains ſometimes incurable during life. Hg 
It was before ſaid, that the channel of the urethra 
was pierced through all its length, by certain greater 
and leſſer orifices ; by theſe alſo the contagion of the 
Lues may be very eaſily communicated, Poa which 
"the gonorrhea follows. This Lues is uſually com- 
"poſed of a more acrimonious, or of a more copious 
quantity of venereal poiſon, from an ardent and 
repeated impure venery, from former gonorrheas, 
from the uſe of venery whilſt the gonorrhea is run- 
"ning, from the great heat of the air, from leaping, 
riding; in all which, the venereal contagion is ren- 
| Web more active and hurtful, 
The patients feel a ſenſible pain in the penis, and 
if the urethra is ſqueezed, a greater quantity of mat- 
ter flows out, but by a more ſlow dropping, on ac- 
count that the urethra is more conttacted; by ſqueez- 
ing from the hinder part of the penis Ward the 
* glans, the matter may be preſſed out, which does 
"not happen in the upper part of the urethra ; when 
the ſeat of the evil ſticks near the glans, a white 
humour iſſues, grows yellow when dry, and renders 
the linen ſtiff. If the evil is of a bad nature, this 
humour or matter grows green; and the caſe is yet 
- worſe, if a matter full of corrupt blood, or bloody, 
flows out; for then it is a ſign, that the cellular fa- 
bric of the urethra is corroded, from whence a diffi- 
culty of cure is indicated: but this uſually happens 
to thoſe who are more frequently tormented with an 
erection of the yard, whilſt they labour under the 
gonorrhea. The colour of the diſtilling matter is 
alſo changed in the like order ; whilſt proper medi- 
cines are applied, the diforder grows better, the 
bloody and corrupt matter begins to grow green, and 
then yellow; afterwards grows white, and diminiſhes 


in quantity, K 
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It has been often obſerved, that the gonorrhea 
which is ſloweſt in appearing, after a connection with 
an infected woman, is the. worſt; a troubleſome 
ſtricture, as it were, is felt in the penis, which, 
whilſt the urine 1s ſtrained out, not only excites or 
cauſes pain, but ſtill cauſes a feeling of ſome impedi- 
ment. I have ſeen this the ſecond or third day after 
the gonorrheal infection had declared itſelf ; in others 
only in ten or twelve days after, and ſometimes 
later. . 
The material cauſe of the gonorrhea ſeems to be a 
humour naturally flowing from the furrows of the 
urethra, and lubricating its internal ſuperficies; that 
humour is but in ſmall quantity in time of health. 
When the venereal contagion is entangled in it, then 
the ſecretion is increaſed, and a corroding acrimony 
is alſo collected, the ſecretion being increaſed by the 
fury of the contagion. If the virus is waſhed away 
before it can corrode that place to which it adhered, 


the evil is cured without ulceration ; but if the virus 


hath been more acrid or copious, or lurked longer 
in a place, before it declared itſelf in a gonorrhea, 
an ulceration 1s to be feared. 

Sharp * well remarks, that ſuch an effuſion may be 
produced, by an urritation only increaſing a ſecretion 
of the natural humours, without an ulcer : thus a great 
quantity of humours in the inteſtines is ſeparated by the 
fimulus of a cathartic, and expelled by the alvus : ſuch 
an abundance of faliva is ſecreted by the ſmoaking of 
tobacco, that the whole body falls ſometimes into a 
conſumption. The fluor albus in women bears great 
affinity to a filthy corrupt matter, and though a great 
quantity of it is diſcharged, there is no ulcer diſco- 
vered. From men a far greater quantity of gonor- 
rheal matter flows out, than may ſeem to be expected 
from a few little ulcers corroding the internal ſuper- 
ficies of the urethra, This is farther proved in the 

female 
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female gonorrhea ; for this flux is ſometimes very 
"copious in women, and yet, by the moſt diligent 
ſearch, no ulcer, or trace of an ulceration, is diſcovered 
in the vagina, which nevertheleſs ought to be the 
cafe, if that flux had been an ulcerous corruption. 
In men, the interior parts of the urethra are hardly 
vidble; but in the diſſected bodies of thoſe who la- 
boured under the gonorrhea, and have died of other 
diſeaſes, were ſometimes found the ſigns of inflam- 
mation, mucoſe, ſwelled furrows, and the emiſſaria 
oſcula ulcerated. Sometimes a great quantity of 
matter is alſo collected in theſe parts. So Morando * 
found in a 7oung man of twenty years of age, 
who, dying of a flow fever, was, at his death, en- 
tirely emaciated by a conſumption, about the caput 
gallinaginis, a blackiſh tumour, from which he col- 
lected nine drachms of ſuch matter; and whilft he 
endeavours to prove that it is not ſeed that flows from 
the urethra in a gonorrhea, he tells us, that he put a 
little of that matter into the urethra of a dog, with 
this effect; that a yellowiſh corruption perpetually 
flowed from the penis of that animal until it died; 
but the dog died mad. 
Ih)he celebrated Morgagni, | who diſſected many 
more virile urethras than perhaps any other anatomiſt, 
declares, that he ſeldom or never had perceived thoſe 
injuries in the urethra, which accompany a gonor- 
rheal contagion. For that humour which firſt flows 
in the beginning of a gonorrhea is not purulent, at 
leaſt it is not real pus; nor is it attended with ſo 
much pain as to indicate a corroding ulcer, nor as 
yet appears the leaſt drop of blood, or lighteſt tinc- 
ture of it. From whence it ſeems to be confirmed, 
that that flux, in the beginning at leaſt, depends or 
ariſes from that increaſed quantity of natural mucoſe 
humour, by which the cayity of the urethra is wont 
to 
® Prima Decade di Lettere Famigliari, p. 108, 109, 110. 
t De ſedibus & cauſis Morbor. per Anat. detectis, tom. ii. 
p. 194. & ſeq. ] | : 
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to be covered. For in a young man about twenty- 
five years of age, who renewed an old gonorrhea by a 
freſh one, before fix months were paſt, and that ſtil} 
continuing, he died with the hemorrhage from the 
wound; and examining diligently then his genital 
parts, I in præputio, glande, urethra, nihil uſquam ul- 
cerum,  erofionts, ruburis, nec quidpiam aliud, quod ad 
fræſentem gonorrhoeam attineret, ſi madorem excipias, 
quam ſoleat, majorem, a media urethra ad glandem uſque 
pertinentem. Ad gonorrhoeam autem illam veterem, 
druturnamgque, ſpectare hc, credidit ; primum, ab eo 
ferme loco, unde mador incipiebat, enſtamem oblongam 
albidam lineam, ulteriora verſus oblique tendentem, &c. 
<« he found in the præpuce, glans, and urethra, no 
« ulcers, corroſion, redneſs, nor any thing elſe re- 
<« lative to the preſent gonorrhea, except a moiſture 

which was greater than 1s uſual, extending from the 
middle of the urethra unto the glans. Bur he be- 
<« lieved, that theſe circumſtances had belonged to the 
old and long-continued gonorrhea, &c.” To this 
moiſture of the urethra ſometimes a redneſs is added ; 
and it is no wonder, that this ſymptom was obſerved. 
in this man, as he died of the hxmorrhage. But a 
very candid author $ acknowledges, that he had 
often ſeen the traces or marks lett in the urethra, 
from the antecedent corroſion, the filling up of the 
mucoſe furrows, ſcars in the urethra, the conſtriction 
of it, and the growth of luxuriant fleſh in that fear 
of the furrows or lacunæ; nay, even in another 
body, + trattus erat tranſver ſorum digitorum t rium, 
aut eo. amplius, quo proclive erat intelligere, urethram 
olim fuiſſe ulceratam. Per eam enim faciem, in qua illi 
erant canaliculi, tres quatuorve exſtabant, in tranſverſum 
duftz, albidæ, & quaſi tendineæ, chordulæ, vel potius - 
inſtitæ, non valde prominentes, nec uſquam ſe ab imerna 
membrana urethræ ſejungentes ; © there was a mark of 
three fingers breadth, or more, by which it ealily - 
: wet Ws Ss & - | „ was 
r De ſellibus & cauſis Morbor, per Anat. detectis tom. ii. p. 
196. $ lbidem, p. 197. + Ibidem, p. 198. 
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« was to be underſtood, that the urethra was for- 
<«. merly ulcerated ; for on that ſuperficies in which 
« theſe little channels were, three or four whitiſh 
* ſtrings, brought acroſs as if they were tendons, or 
4 rather borders or laces, remained, not greatly ſtand- 
& ing forth, nor at all ſeparated from the internal 
membrane of the urethra.” ' 

From hence may be ſeen, that the diſpute between 
authors who wrote concerning theſe diſeaſes, may 
eaſily be terminated ; for ſome of them would not 
allow, that an ulcer ever was known attending the 
gonorrhea, but that there was only a greater ſecre- 
tion and diſcharge of natural muci, by which the in- 
ternal ſuperficies of the urethra is lined. Some others 
ſaid, that the matter flowing from the penis was 
filthy and corrupted; and from thence concluded, 
that a venereal ulcer attended every gonorrhea, eſpe- 
cially when they ſaw that corroding ulcers were 
bred by the contagion of the Lues in other places 
of the body. The diſſections of dead bodies have 
demonſtrated, that the marks of ulcers are ſometimes 
left, and appear after gonorrheas, arid ſometimes 
not. IN | 
. Certainly a ſound man ſeldom blows his noſe in 
hot weather, though the internal membrane of the 
noſtrils run with mucoſe bubbles; but if the diſtil- 
lation of the head into the noſe begins to work, a 
great quantity of liquid flows from the noſtrils; ſo 
that the noſe muſt be continually wiped. But where 
the diſtillation of the head into the noſe begins to 
ripen, as it is ſo termed, the humour comes thicker 
from the noſtrils, moſt like unto digeſted corruption 
which paſſes about the end of a diſeaſe, though no 


ulcer at all had been in the cavities of the noſtrils. 


Such matter is purged out by ſpittle, where the in- 
ternal ſuperficies of the lungs is affected in the ſame 
manner as the noſtrils by the diſtillation of the head 
to the noſe; and then a rheum or cold is ſaid to fol- 
low, which brings on a troubleſome cough. This is 
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mitigated when the digeſted ſpittle is diſcharged, then 

rfect health follows, without any trace of an ulcer, 
in the lungs. 

From whence a celebrated author “ hath ſtated 
this humour to be the ſame qui in gonorrhea rbeuma 
verum ſuppeditat, in quo virulenta Veneni materies bæ- 
ret: unde & tunc dolor maximus in loco, ubi glans de- 


ficit ; quo vero plures horum folliculorum inficiuntur, eo. 


pejor bic morbus; & contra; cumque, injecto liguore, 
communicare inter ſe demonſtraverit Cocburnius, 08 
proſerpit, ex uno in alium, malum: * which plenti- 
« fully gives the true humour in the gonorrheal 
« rheum, in which humour a virulent poiſonous 
“ matter is entangled; and from whence there is 
« great pain in the place where the glans ends. The 
4 more theſe little purſes or bladders are infected, 
e the more violent this diſorder is; on the other 
« hand, as Cocburne has demonſtrated, by an in- 
« jected liquor, that they communicate with one 
<« another, and that the evil eaſily creeps from one 
<* to another of theſe folliculæ or bladders.” 

Thus the reaſon is alſo underſtood, why the con- 
tagion of the Lues Venerea is not ſo frequently diſ- 

rſed through the whole body; after the gonorrhea 
—— to manifeſt itſelf, then the virus adhering to 
the urethra, is entangled by a greater quantity of 
ſecreted mucoſe matter, and is waſhed away and ex- 
pelled from the body; then there is a tumefaction 
and dilatation of thoſe little bladders and neighbour- 
ing veſſels, rather than a corroding of them; from 
whence the celebrated Morgagni, as hath been juſt 
now ſaid, found a redneſs, and a greater moiſture in 
the membrane of the urethra in dead bodies. And 
hence the reaſon is underſtood, why Botallus Þ has 
ſaid, Qui Venerei morbi principia parvi faciunt, ju- 
vantur mirum in madum ſeminis effluvio diuturno : nam 
paulatim, quod putidum erat conceptum, effluit cum cæ- 
5 lere 
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tero, quod nondum corrupium, ſed incottum, labitur : 


They who pay little regard to the beginning of a 


« yenereal diturder, are wonderfully helped by the 
continua flowing of the ſeed; for what was re- 
* ceived putid flows by degrees with the reſt, which 
a glides away, not as yet corrupted, but indigeſted.” 
ar as often as the virus enters into the glands of 

the urethra called Couperiana, by their ducts, and 
attacks them, the matter diſcharges itſelf into the 
cavity of the urinary paſſage, and then it is ſaid to be 
a gonorrhea of the third ſpecies. | 
Theſe Cowperian glands, as they have been deſcri- 
bed in this tection, lie on either fide of the urethra, 
above its bulb and their excretory ducts, . even 
within half an inch of the convex ſuperficies of the 
membrane of the urethra z then they obliquely pene- 
trate into 1r cavity, in that place where the urethra 
is bent under the oſſa pubis in perinæo. 2 
It che venercal virus has invaded theſe glands, and 
Exed its ſeat in them, it can be ſcarcely extricated 
from thence ; but adhering and becoming worſe by 
delay, there eats great hollows and fiſtulous cavities, 
flowing with this corruption, hard to be abſterged, 
and alſo to be cured. This is chiefly to be feared, 
if the flowing forth of the collected matter in the 
glands into the cavity of the urethra be obſtructed by 
any cauſe whatſoever, for then the worſt of ulcers 
are ſometimes generated at the ſides of the urethra, 
and infect the neighbouring paits, and ſometimes 
occupy the ſubcutaneous or cellular fat parts, or the 
hinder part of the penis, and become the worſt of 
evils.“ 1 | | 
This complaint oftner derives its origin from the 
firſt and ſecond ſpecies of the gonorrhea, eſpecially 
if the patient laboured under precedent diſorders of 


this Kind, many times repeated; without theſe it 


ſeldom happens: and the celebrated Littre , who 
N | diſſected 
* Aphrodiſiae. in Prefatione. 
+ Acad. des ſcienc, Van 1711, Mem. p. 267, c. 
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diſſected a great number of dead bodies infected 
with the gonorrhea, only once had found the Cow- 
perian glands alone affected. But in the place where 
the emiſſaria of theſe glands open into the cavity 
the urethra, there was a redneſs, of the breadth of 
of four tenths of an inch, tending rather to the 
left than to the right part. There was a roundiſh 
ulcer nearly in the middle of that redneſs, equal to 
about half a tenth of an inch in diameter; it had 
eaten away a great part of the left orifice, and alſo a 
ſmali portion of the neighbouring urethra. The gland 
anſwering to this orifice, was found red, hard, and 
ſwelled, the gland of the right fide was leſs affected. 

This ſpecies of gonorrhea is known by a tu- 
mour and pain in the middle of the perinzum, 
which is ſometimes extended to the anus; nor does 
a great quantity of matter flow from the penis in 
this kind of gonorrhea ; there is ſometimes ſcarcely 
felt any ſcalding or heat of urine, if there is no 
ſoreneſs in the neighbouring part of the excretory 
ducts. It commonly happens, that in the very lat- 
ter part of making urine, a quantity of corrupt 
filthy fœtid matter goes forth from the penis; as 
alſo when the tumour in the perinæum is preſs'd by 
the hand, whilſt the matter ſo collected ſticks in 
theſe glands that ought to happen oftner, on account 
ot their dechvity and ſituation. 

The celebrated Littre * gives a ſufficient and 
eaſy prognoſtic of this gonorrhea, believing it may 
be cured without any great difficulty; yea far more 
eaſily than other kinds of gonorrhea; which may ſeem 
to be a wonder. But that wonder ceaſes, if it be 
conſidered, that that ſkilful famous man only ac- 
knowledged three ſeats of the gonorrhea ; namely, 
theſe Cowperian glands, the proſtatæ, and ſeminal veſ- 
ſels; + for he makes no mention of the two former 


kinds of gonorrheas now ſpoken of ; add to this, 
Vor. XVII. | that 


* Acad des ſcienc. Van, 171 1. Mem. p. 271. 
+ Ibidem, p. 263. 
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that he had ſcarcely ever treated this kind of gonor- 
rhea; for he had but once ſeen it in a dead body, 
which occaſioned him to remember, that he for- 
merly had ſuch a patient under cure. He alſo ac- 
knowledges, that at that time, he had not yet ſuf- 
ficiently known the Cowperian glands; ſo that he 
was not ſo attentive to it as he might have been, 
it ſuch a diſeaſe had occured to him again. If it 
had io happened, 1 doubt not but this famous man 
would have changed his opinion concerning the eaſy 
cure of this gonorrhea. * Yet this is true, that the 
infection of theſe glands is leſs to be feared than if 
the ſame evil attack'd the proſtatæ, or the ſeminal 
veſſels ; of which three places only he {ſeems to have 
treated. 

It is to be remarked, that from the increaſed tu- 
mour of theſe glands, and their neighbouring parts, 
their excretory ducts may be ſo preſs'd or ſqueezed, 
as to tranſmit little or no quantity of matter 
into the cavity of the urethra; then the authors 
call this A virulent dry gonorrhea,” or, A dry 
„ yenereal duſuria;” + which that celebrated au- 
thor ſtates to have been preceded by vehement, vi- 
rulent gonorrheas, or to follow them when ſuppreſſed. 
But he lays down two cauſcs of this complaint, viz. 
The phlegmone of the proſtatæ, or of the ſeminal 
veſſels, and phlogoſis ery ſipylatodæa of the ure- 
thra. He reaches, that in the firit caſe, there is a 
humour, heat, redneſs, and pain in the perinzum ; 
yet here is no mention made of the Cowperian 
glands being ſo affected, which ſeems a wonder; as 
he elegantly expreſſes thus in another place: I Ex- 
perientia compertum eft, Ganorrheam quidem, que in 
wveficulis ſeminalibus tantum, aut roftatis, ſedem habue- 
rit, rarius in abſceſſum degenerare; ive quod major fir- 
miorque illarum moles dilaceraticni, fine qua 8 


* Acad. des ſeienc. Pan 1711. Mem. p. 267. 
+ Aftruc de Morbis Vener. lib. ni cap. isi. p. 185, 
1 Idideia, cap. iv. p. 197. Lal 


Sect. 1447. The VEnNeREAL DistAsr. 115 
nulla fit, magis refiftat ; ſive quod multa, lata, brevia, 


emiſſar ia, que ex illis partibus in urethram aperiuntur, 
libericrem viam herenti & corrupto ſemini præbeant, 
unda minori efficacia comcludentes cellulas debet erodere. 
Contra vero Gonorrheam, in qua glandulæ Cowperiane 
alfectæ ſunt, in abſceſſum frequentius abire, ratione con- 
traria ; five quod minor & mollior illarum moles facilius 
corrumpatur, five quod ſemen inibi collectum (cum longo, 
obliquo, anguſto, ductu in urethram effundatur) diutius 
in is reſtitet, atque adeo ipſarum contextum prompt ius 
Pellundet: It has been found by experience, that 
<« a gonorrhea which had a ſeat only in the ſeminal 
<« veſſels, or in the proſtatæ, moſt ſeldom dege- 
4 nerates into an abſceſs; whether that their greater 
« and firmer compoſition reſiſts better the laceration 
« of the parts, without which there can be no ſuppu- 
t ration; whether that the emiſſaria, which are 
«« opened from theſe parts into the urethra, being 
« many, broad, and ſhort, afford a clearer and 
e fiercer paſſage to the corrupted ſeed, from 
« whence, it muſt corrode theſe concluding cells 
with leſs force; but againſt the gonorrhea in which 
the Cowperian glands are affected, for a contrary 
e reafon, more frequently form an abſceſs ; whe- 
<« ther that their ſmaller and ſofter maſs may be 
more eaſily corrupted; whether that the feed 
there collected, and poured into the urethra, by a 
long oblique narrow conduit, remains there lon- 
* oer, and fo more readily deftroys their texture.” 
From whence it may be inferred, that the Cow- 
perian glands, infected by a venereal miaſma, may 
produce a dry gonorrhea, fo called. But theſe glands 
being affected, the mucus is not ſecreted by them 

at all, or cannot be diſcharged into them, unleſs v 
ſparingly ; the urine is diſcharged with unuſual pain, 
which will be yet greater, if the neighbouring part 
of the urethra is inflamed, as it is often obſerved to 
be; and the ichor diſtilling from the ducts of thoſe 
| 12 | " glands, 
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glans, degenerates into a corroding acrimony, which 
is ſometimes ſo great, that it almoſt deſtroys theſe 
glands : ſo Morando found in the body of a man 
who had ſuffered by many gonorrneas, the laſt of 
which had continued aboye a year, that only two 
unequal and very ſmall fragments of theſe glands 
had remained, which reſembled a cailous contracted 
ſkin. The celebrated Morgagni + found in the body 
of a young man, the right duct of the Cowpe- 
rian glands more ſmall than in a natural ſtate, but 
the left more thick, diſtended by a mucoſe humour; 
but he found the emiſſary of the duct very narrow, 
being ſwelled on account of the difficulty of the paſ- 
ſage : he allo found the whole gland of this fide 
ſwollen, which appeared ſmall and ſkinny on the 
right fide. 

A fourth ſpecies of the gonorrhea follows. F Whilſt 
the poiſonous corruption is conveyed into the proſ- 
tate, it cotrupts them, and diſſolves them into an 
abundance of poiſonous corruption ; which evil is 
chiefly bred from gonorrheas continuing during a 
long time, or often repeated: it is known by the 
tumor in the perinæum near to the anus there, whilſt 
the Cowperian glands are infected; and likewiſe by 
interception of urine, by the diſcharge of a quan- 
tity of filthy putrid matter, cauſed by an almoſt 
incurable ſuppuration ; oftentimes by a malignant 
ulcer bred in the perinæum, and not to be cured ; 
ſometimes by the worſt of ulcers in all the parts 
about the proſtatæ, and forming a ſhocking appear- 
ance by feeding upon their neighbouring parts; 
but the urine is intercepted ſuddenly, in this caſe 
moſt particularly, and without a manifeſt cauſe : 
from whence ariſes a moſt dreadful teneſmus in at- 
tempting to diſcharge it, but the attempt is to no 
purpoſe, neither is it poſſible to introduce * ca- 

z 7 car; 


prima Decade di Lettere famigliari, p. 109. 
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thetar; the patients being thus a long time tor- 
mented, unul a filthy matter 1s diſcharged ſuddenly 
into the urethra; neither 1s it long betore the ſame 
complaint attacks them again; and I have ſome- 
times ſeen it happen, that the urethra being broken 
or eaten round the region of the proſtate, diſcharged 
urine into the cellular coat of the perinzum, ſcro- 
tum, and neighbouring parts, which becoming in 
time more acrid, corroded the ſkin in many places, 
and the urine paſſed through all theſe holes, whilſt 
the patient tried to make water, and then but a 
ſmall quantity of urine went forth through the ex- 
tremity of the urethra. I firſt ſaw ſuch a filthy phe- 
nomenon in a youth, to whom a great quantity of 
curpentine had been given, together with aſtringent 
injections, preſſed into the penis by the force of a ſtrong 
ſyringe, being the ſixth gonorrhea under which he la- 
boured for ten months, which an impudent empiric at- 
tempted to cure. When he attempted to urine he fouled 
all the neighbouring parts, through a number of little 
holes in the ſcrotum: | that this wretch might be 
more at liberty with harlots, he thieved many things, 
for which he was hanged. It was granted to the 
prayers of his honourable family, that his body 
ſhould not be brought into the anatomical theatre, 
but ſhould be buried. It would have been worth 
while to examine the effects of ſuch. a foul diſeaſe 
in the dead body. Morgagui confirms, by his own 
obſervations and thoſe of many others, that the 
proſtatæ are ſometimes moſt ſeverely affected, eſpe- 
cially in repeated or inveterate gonorrheas. But 
although a great difficulty of cure appears from 
what has been ſaid, yet circa proſtatas, miram, cita- 
tricum ex ulceribus antiquis, inveteratis, tunc per- 
ſanatis, faciem conſpicuam fuiſſe ; © wonderful ſcars, 
from ancient ulcers then a long while cured, are 
often conſpicuous about the the proſtatæ of dead 

I 3 „ bodies ;” 
11 De ſed. & cauſis morb. per. Anat. detectis, tom. II. p. 199. 
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bodies; + from theſe ſcars it appears, that this 


kind of gonorrhea can be cured, though not with- 
out great difficulty. It ſeems that Sydenham * be- 
lieved, that the proſtatæ were not infected in the 
beginning of a gonorrhea, bur later ; Tandem, inquit, 
altius penetrans, glandulas Proſtatas efferato ulcere 
folet depaſcere , quod haud rare cernitur in eorum ca- 


daveribus, quos hic morbus e medio ſuſtulit: ** At 


* length,” ſays he, © the ulcer being rendered 
„ more fierce, is wont to feed on the proſtate, as 
it more deeply penetrates the glands, which is not 
„ infrequently obſerved in the bodies of thoſe which 
* have been cut off by this diſorder.” Cockburn $ 
defends the fame opinion, and proved by many ar- 
guments, that neither the proſtatæ, nor the ſeminal 
veſſels, afford the firſt aſylum to the gonorrhea ; 
but as the force of the contagion ſometimes ſpreads - 
itſelf every where through the neighbouring parts, 
ſo that the proſtatæ and ſeminal veſſels may be in- 
fected, or corrupted in the progreſs of the gonor- 


rhea, as he confeſſes. F But he treats of theſe more 
at large in another place. | 


Finally, the laſt and moſt abominable kind of 
gonorrhea, is that which by an infection of the proſ- 


tatæ, corrodes the emiſſaria of the ſeminal veſſels, 


opening amongſt the paſſages of the proſtate, and 


"communicates its poiſon through theſe conduits in- 


to the ſeminal veſlel:, contaminating the veſſels 


and liquid contained in them, and creating a large 
and fcerid diſcharge, whilſt it in the mean time ul- 


cerates all the interior parts, which turn or wind as 
a labyrinth. If it be conſidered, that the proſtatæ 


ie upon the inteſtine rectum, which is every where 
ſurrounded with a © copious quantity of fat, it is 


eaſily underſtood, that the whole cellular aparatus, 
which in fome parts lies between, and in others ſur- 
TE rounds 


+ Ibidem, p. 200. * Epiſt. 11. reſponſoria, p. 414. 
De virulenta Gonorrhea, p. 24. 7 Ibidem, p. 23, 24. 
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rounds the ſpermatic veſſels, the urinal bladder, the 
inteſtine rectum, the perinæum thus ulcerated, putri- 
fied, and corroded, produces fiſtulous openings at the 
ſcrotum, perinæum, and anus; ſo that through theſe 
fiſtulas, all theſe parts are conſumed; then neither 
baths, fomentations, injections, plaſters, ointments, 
pultices, inciſion or dilatations, are of any uſe: but 
the urine will be at length dilcharged by or through 
theſe ulcers.“ | 

The celebrated Boerhaave with grief ſaw many 
of theſe calamities; and 1 have been an eye- witneſs 
ſometimes of ſuch like, which chiefly attend often-re- 
peated inveterate gonorrheas, treated unſkilfully, 
I have trembled when diſſolute and daring young 
men indulging themſelves with diabolical proſti- 
tutes, and in unbridled ſenſuality, laughed at a go- 
norrhea, as if it was but a light evil, and hardly 
worthy of the name of a diſeaſe. I have ſcen ſuch 
a youth, who having laid by all ſhame,” and de- 
lighted in dating the events of his life from the 
times on which he had his various gonorrheas, 
greatly abuſe thoſe who dared to doubt the fide- 
lity of his memory, as he recited the time and place 
of his actions, whilſt he ſwore that this or that had 
happened in the time of his third or fourth, &c. go- 
norrhea. This wretch having loſt his teſticles, and 
his genitals, his thighs were eaten away in a moſt hor- 
rid manner, and he was placed in the open air, for 
nobody would receive him into a houſe, he. ſtunk 
ſo intolerably; and thus he moſt miſerably periſhed. 

Though the celebrated Morgagni + doubted not 
that the contagion in the infected glands and proſtate, 
could reach to the ſeminal veſſels; yet he did not 
directly ſee theſe parts to have been affected, in car- 
caſes which had laboured with the gonorrhea when he 
diſſected them; but he believed to have obſerved an 
inſtance of this matter in the body of a young man 

111 og of 
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of twenty-five years of age, who had coupled an old 
virulent gonorrhea with another freſh one, about 
fix months before he periſhed of a violent death; 
for he found the ſeminal . bladders ſkinny and dry, 
though they are uſually found plump and full of 
juice at that age: he alſo very judiciouſly ſays, if 

ſeed of a bloody fœtid nature, deßled by filth and 
corruption, be expelled through the deluſions of ve- 
nereal dreams, by any one labouring under a long 
and cruel gonorrhea; it is not yet to be concluded, 
that the ſeminal veſſels are infected: potuerunt enim 
aliquando purulentæ & fatide ſordes, & cruoris ali- 
quid, a tranſeunte, ſano alioquin, ſemine abripi, atque 
averri, ex ulceribus, que urethram, proſtatam glan- 
dulam, & ſeminalem carunculam, occuparent. Ab his 
enim ultimis igſis ulceribus non ſemper neceſſe eſt vitium 
cum Veſititiis communicari, tamet/i non difficile commu- 
nicari poſſe, diximus : . for the corrupred fœtid filth 
« and mixture of blood, may be carried away by 
tec the ſeed flowing out, though ſound, and be ſwept 
* away from the ulcers which may occupy the ure- 
te thra, the proſtate glands, and ſeminal carunculæ; 
& for the malignity is not always neceſſarily com- 
* municated from theſe laſt ulcers to the ſeminal 
« bladders; yet we have ſaid that they may be com- 
« municated without difficulty.“ 

Such is the gonorrhea in men, which fixes its 
ſeat in divers places, begets various diſorders, and 
ſometimes the moſt dreadful evils in the unwary, 
which are hard to be cured ; as hath been demon- 
ſtrated by what has been before ſaid. But though 
the patient may have recovered, and all the yene- 
real contagion be expelled from the body, yet ſome- 
times the fabric of the parts remains fo changed after 
a virulent gonorrhea eſpecially if it has been frequently 
repeated, thatthe work of generation is diſturbed or de- 
ſtroyed for ever after. De La Peyronie, to whom the art 
of ſurgery is ſo much indebted,* hath deſcribed ſuch a 

caſe; 
e Mem. de L Acad. Royale de Chirurg. tom, I. p. 425. & ſyiv, | 
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caſe ; A man thirty years of age, whoſe wife hac 


been delivered of three children in the ſpace of four 
years, was infected by a gonorrhea, for which being 
obliged to take many journies, he neglected it: he 
was treated by empirics for two years, but without 
ſucceſs. The chief ſymptoms. of this diſeaſe were, 
the ſuppreſſions and ardent heat of urine, a copi- 
ous running, ſometimes green and ſometimes yellow, 
but ofteneſt mixt with corrupted blood ; the run- 
ning was ſuppreſſed by riding, from whence the 
right teſticle was greatly ſwelled ; proper medicines 
being at laſt applied, this complaint was cured in 
four months, and he lived two years with his wife, 
who had been ſo fruitful, as he was accuſtomed to 
do before, but ſhe did not conceive. Yet as he was 
ſolicitous about this 'matter, he conſulted De La Pey- 
ronie, telling him, that he ejected not his feed in 
the time of coition with impetuoſity, but that it was 
retained ; then when the erection was over, a froth 
paſs'd out, and in a greater quantity if the penis 
or the urethra was preſs'd, whoſe channel was 
free from all impediment, as a full ſtream of urine 
paſſed forth from it; otherwiſe he was very ſound. 
He died of an acute diſeaſe in about five or fix 
years after. The urethra being diſſected in the dead 
body, a ſcar appeared in that part of the veru-mon- 
tanum which is next the bladder; this, in wrink- 
ling this place, had ſo changed the direction of the ori- 
fices caſting out ſeed, that they tended not towards the 
glans of the penis, but towards the right ſide of the 
neck of the bladder: to be more certain of this 
matter, an injection into the ſeminal veſſels was 
tried through the vaſa deferentia; the veſſels being 
filled, the injected liquor driven out by the ejecting 
veſſels, daſhed againſt the right fide of the neck of 
the bladder; whilſt, in a found ſtate, it ought to be 


driven forward 'towards the end of the urethra, and 
freely go forth. | i 


; 
1 
N 
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It plainly appears, that ſuch an impediment of 
fertility could hardly be known until after death ; 
and if it had been known in life, how could it be 
cured ? | 

Many more examples cited in the ſame place 
teach, that impediments had remained after gonor- 
rheas, and that they render the free caſting forth of 
the ſeed difficult. | 

Yet there is one ſymptom which hath been ob- 
ſerved in the gonorrhea, and deſerves great atten- 
tion, namely, a venereal ophtalmia ; which, if not 
2 aſſiſted, brings on an incurable blindneſs. 

rudtelius* teſtifies, that he had found this ophtalmia, 
which may be called venereal, more than once; ſo 
that in thoſe ſuffering with a gonorrhea from impure 
venery, to whom balſams and ſtrong aſtringents are 
applied, the gonorrhea being ſuppreſſed, a ſudden me- 
taſtaſis happens to the eyes, which, together with a 
ſharp inflammation brought on the whole bulbus of 
the eye, forms a tranſparent ſubſtance upon the cor- 
nea, which if not ſpeedily taken away by a chirur- 
gical inciſion, ſuddenly haſtens into a ſuppuration, 
and by piercing that horny ſubſtance, the humours 
being already diſturbed and infected within, it pre- 
pares an entire way for the diſcharge of all thoſe 

humours, Solet tunc prius quidem per vulnuſculum 
illud materia Gonorrhoe prorſus ſimilis excerni. Mo- 
net autem, nihil, hic juvare Venae ſedtiones, nibi 

Purgationes, nibil Mercurialium & Panacearum de 
cantatarum uſum internum ; niſi enim carnoſa illa, ac 
ferine indolis, excreſcentia auferatur primis, ſtatim 
atque apparet, diebus, perforatio ſequitur cornea, bu- 
morumque effuſio, fine ulla viſum recuperandi ſpe. At 
« firſt a matter like that of the gonorrhea is uſually 
* purged forward through that little wound.” But 
he here adviſes to help it with nothing, © no ſection 
of a vein, no purgations, no internal uſe of mer- 
„ curials, nor « the panaceas ſo much ſpoken 2 3 

| tor, 


* Warſavia Phyſice Illuſtrat. cap. vi. p. 193. 
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<« for, unleſs that fleſhy growth of a terrible nature 
<« be taken away immediately, within a few days af- 
* ter it appears the cornea is pierced, and an ef- 
« fuſion of the humours follows, without any ho 

« of recovering the ſight.” Nobody will wonder at 
this who conſiders how much miſchief is done by the 
venereal miaſma, in the hardeſt parts of a body, 
and how they are corroded by it; how much more 
is it to be feared on account of the tender organ of 
ſight, whilſt it is afflicted by a metaſtaſis of morbid 
matter! From hence it appears, that the retained 
and abſorbed matter of the gonorrhea, is ſometimes 
depoſited in other parts of the body, or that the 
univerſal Lues , diſperſed through the whole = | 
may be bred from, the bad cure of a gonorrhea, and 

the abſorbed virus is ſometimes fir depoſited in 
particular parts of the body before it is diſperſed 
through the whole body; ſo by aſtringent injections 
applied for the cure o the gonorrhea, buboes, and 
a hardneſs of the teſticles follow; of which more 
hereafter: theſe parts are indeed more near to that 
place which had been firſt affected; but Storchins * 
hath obſerved, Gonorrhoea per adj ring ntia ſuppreſſa, 
exulceratum fuiſſe umbilicum, & eandem ibi progiiſſe 
materiem, que antea per urethram exſtillaverat, © that 
the navel was ulcerated, when the gonorrhea was 
<« ſuppreſs'd by aſtringent remedies, and that there 
e went forth the ſame matter which was before, di- 
« ſtilled through the urethra.” 

Theſe obſervations of the celebrated Aſtruc con- 
firm ſuch a metaſtaſis at the eyes: he ſays, ſe ob- 
ſervatione compertum babere, Ophtalmiam Gonorrhai- 
cam, in ſumms etiam incremento, difto citius remiſſam 
fuiſſe, vel evanuiſſe derepente, redintegrato Gonorrbææ 
fluxu, vel erumpente bubone Venereo in inguinum 
alterutro. He adds, quibus oculi natura molles 

funt, 

* Anno Medico ſecundo page 221. 

+ De Morbis Vener. lib, ui, capit. iii. edit. 2, tom. I. p. 291. 
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ſunt, aut infirmi, aut infirmi, aut quibus, iftu, aut 
affridtu, aul feſtuce elapſu fortuito, male habent. 
that he allo found out the Gonorrheal Ophtal- 
< mia, even at its height, to have been quickly mi- 
“e tigated, or to have vaniſhed, by a renewal of the 
running of the gonorrhea, or breaking of a vene- 
e real ** in either groin.” He ſays, that this 
« metaſtaſis from the genitals to the eyes occurs in 
< thoſe whoſe eyes are naturally weak or infirm, 
* or in thoſe who had them injured by a blow, 
or by rubbing, or the accidental fall of a mote 
into them.” | 

'In the mean time it ſeems not improbable, that 
the venereal ophtalmia 1s ſometimes bred not by me- 
taſtaſis, but from the | contagion immediately ap- 
plied to the eyes. It is known to all who had theſe 
 diforders to cure, that thoſe labouring under the 

gonorrhea, are often accuſtomed to ſqueeze the 
matter collected in the urethra. from the penis in the 
day-time, that they might explore its nature, colour, 
thickneſs, quantity, and fo judge of the cure; nor 
will they abſtain from this examination, though they 
are informed that. theſe frequent ſqueezings of the 
penis are hurtful, in irritating the place, the affected 
part. This is chiefly done by thoſe who by hear- 
lay or experience, have learned that the diſeaſe grows 
mild, when the flowing matter becomes thicker and 
white; from whence it is ſometimes tried betwixt 
the fore - finger and thumb, whether of a ropy kind 
or not; then neglecting to waſh or wipe the fingers 
before they rubbed againſt the eyes, or in the no- 
ſtrils, there's great danger of contracting the vene- 
real ozaena, and ſuch an ophtalmia, as it 1s eaſy to 
apprehend. 

That by one touch only of the gonorrheal matter 
the eyes may be inflamed, is proved by an uncom- 
mon but certain obſervation: A certain young 

| Vous man 
De Morbis Vener. lib, ii. capit, ili, edit, 2, tom, I, p. 295- 
& in prima edit. p. 192. | 
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man was accuſtomed for a long time every morning 
to wipe or walh his eyes in hot urine, that he might 
ſtrengthen the ſight of his eyes; he abſtained not 
from this waſhing after he had contracted a moſt vi- 
rulent gonorrhea, not fearing any miſchief from 
thence : preſently a venereal ophtalmia followed, 
with an acrid unvoluntary flood of tears from the 
eyes, which were likewiſe bloodſhot : but theſe evils 
were at length perfectly cured by the ſame remedies 
by which the gonorrhea was. 

Aſtruc juſtly remarks, that ſuch an ophtalmia is 
leſs ſevere from an external application of the con- 
ragion, whilſt the gonorrhea flows in the mean time-z 
than if the gonorrhea was ſuppreſs'd; for a more im- 
petuous virus would ruſh into the eyes, and in 
a greater quantity. | 

But as the tunica adnata which is alſo called-con- 
junctiva, though it ſeems to be ſlender, conſiſts of 
numberleſs cells, ſeparated, and yet pervious by one 
another; theſe little cells being inflamed, ſtuffed, and 
ſwelled, ſurround the pellucid cornea, which ap- 
pears ſurrounded by ſuch a tumour on every ide, 
whilſt the riſing ambitus almoſt reſembles red fleſh, 
and forms an ugly ſpectacle, eſpecially if the inter- 
nal ſuperficies of the eye-lids, contiguous to the 
bulb of the eye, is in like manner affected ; which 
may eaſily happen as the adnata tunica inveſts the 
internal ſuperficies of the eye-lids. * 

If ſuch an ophtalmia ſhould have had its riſe from 
a poiſon externally applied, or from the ſuppreſſion 
of a more benign gonorrhea, it will be more gentle, 
and may be cured by common remedies. If, on the 
contrary, it was cauſed by a ſudden ſuppreſſion of a 
very virulent gonorrhea, it threatens a danger of 
blindneſs. A celebrated author“ had ſeen two young 
men blinded of both eyes by ſuch an ophtalmia, 
ſo that a careful application of all remedies was in 
vain. Nor is the force of mercury itſelf to be truſted 
| n n Wh 
De Morbis Vener. lib, ili, capit. iii. p. 293. 
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to, for though a great doſe be given, the ſudden 
impetuoſity of that diſorder anticipates the efficacy, 
for the eye is loſt before the mercury exerts its 
power. | 

The prognoſtic ſigns of ſuch an ophtalmia de- 
pend chiefly on the knowledge of its cauſe, name- 
ly, the ſuppreſſion of the running gonorrhea ; for 
I have often ſeen that tumour of the tunica adnata 
in ophtalmias, of which a ſupprefſed gonorrhea 
was in no manner the cauſe, and alſo the cornea 
appear as almoſt buried. The cure firſt uſed in this 
cate is, | baths and fomentations, prepared from the 
moſt 'emollient remedies, applied perpetually to the 
Penis and its neighbouring parts, by which the run- 
ning or flux, which had ceaſed, will again be re- 
newed ; whilſt moderately ſtrengthening fomenta- 
tions are at the ſame time applied to the eyes, which 
v: g: are of acetum Lithargyrii diluted by a hun- 
dred times its quantity of water. Let thoſe reme- 
dies, ſo praiſed for curing an inflammation, in ſect. 
395, be alſo briſkly applied; for as the venereal 
contagion is acrid and corroding, inflammations of 
the worſt conſequences (ſee Sect. 388.) are to be 

It is firſt to be obſerved, that the tunica adnata 
or the membrana conjundtiva ſo called, adheres to the 
tunica albuginea, which ſprings from the tendons 
and muſcles of the eye, and that the cellular tex- 
ture is interpoſed, and that this inflamatory tumour 
ticks in theſe cells, whilſt the more tender veſſels 
and the cells are filled with iatruded thick blood, 
deprived of the more liquid part, (vide Sect. 382. 2.) 
But the tunica adnata is thin, and, together with the 
tranſlucent tunica albuginea placed underneath, con- 
ſtitutes the white of the eye, as it is called; the 
adnata is all full of little veſſels, ſo as the greateſt 
part of theſe only contain humours, yet thinner 
than red blood: whence the whole will appear white 
in the more young; theſe veſſels are eaſily dilated, 


and 
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and then they alſo admit a thicker fluid. If a ſound 
man rubs his eyes, the adnata preſently grows red; 
the ſame happens if a little ſand, a drop of wine or 
vinegar ſhould ſtick between the eye-lid and the 
ball of the eye, for then the eye-lids are ſtrained 
with great force, and they preſs red blood into theſe 
little veſſels eaſily giving way to it; from whence the 
whole white of the eye is deeply coloured with red. 
But this adnata, ſo full of veſſels covers the pel- 
lucid cornea, from which it may be ſeparated by the 
point of a pen-knife z and moreover conſiſts of ex- 
ceeding minute or ſlender veſſels in this place, which, 
together with the contained liquid, may tranſmit” the 
rays of light: if therefore the veſſels of the adnata, 
where it covers the cornea, by a violent inflamma- 
tion are filled with thick humours, the clearneſs of 
the cornea is deſtroyed, which is partly or entirely 
darkened. i HOY 

. So after a violent inflammation of the eyes, ſome 
white opaque ſpots are bred in the cornea or wow 
ſubſtance, and then the arterial veſſel appears red, 
which (the eyes being alſo not guarded) is eaſy to 
be ſeen, becauſe it tends. from the tunica adnata, 
where it covers the albuginea to the limbus or bor- 
der of the cornea, climbs above it-and terminates in 
the center of ſuch macula : all who have treated the 
diſorders of the eyes attentively, muſt have often ſeen 
theſe phenomena; the ſame hath been manifeſtly 
confirmed by anatomical injections made of coloured 
materials. Whilſt ſome oculiſts conſidered this, 
they cut ſuch a red veſſel full of arteries, which di- 
rectly tended to ſuch a ſpot, before it paſs'd over 
the limbus of the cornea; for by this means they 
endeavoured to prevent or to take care that the 
thicker humours, could not come to the ſpot of the 
cornea. In one or two ſuch ſwelling veſſels by 
chance this may be tried by a ſkilful hand, but the 
dark ſpot of the cornea remains, although the 1 
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be cut: and Aſtruc acknowledges this, * ſaying, 
porro tamen quantacumque ſit operationis virtus, et 
efficacia, poteſt illa quidem preſenti noxe mederi, & im- 
minenti occurrere, ac vero nequaquam poteſt jam con- 
tratiam tollere, vel corrigere: © Yet ſurely how great 
« ſoever the virtue and efficacy of this operation 
4 may be, it may indeed cure the preſent miſchief, 


and prevent hat threatens, but it can in no man- 


« ner take away or corrupt that which is already 
<« contracted:“ hence he adviſes, that this is to be 
the more ſpeedily tried, as it is the only remaining me- 
thod of cure. Voluit ſcilicet circularem tumentis con- 
junctivæ ambitum ex toto exſcindere, & exſtirpare, ne 
qua compreſſionis cauſa ſupereſſet, unde oculus male ha- 
beret : He would moreover cut away and ex- 
« trpate the circular ambitus entirely of this ſwel- 
« ling, leſt. any compreſſion. ſhould occur from 
« whence the eye might be injured. He deſcribes 
the manner in which ſuch an operation ought to be 
attempted, viz. let the whole circular ambitus neareſt 
the ſclerotids be torn away by the end of the forceps; 
but, if the interior ſide, of the eye- lids be ſeized with 
ſuch a tumour, ſummis forcipibus pariter detondenda 
eſt, & deglubendas; it is in like manner to be 
pulled off and peeled by the forceps.” But it is 
well known how ſenſible, how irritable, the internal 
ſuperficies of the eyelids is, and, if what was ſaid 
in the general hiſtory of wounds, (Sect. 198. No, 5.) 
be conlidered, viz. that the lips of the wound af 


terwards begin to harden, ſwell, grow painful, and 
torment, together with a light fever and heat attend- 
ing; which . evils then only begin to be diminiſhed, 
when the corruption: is formed; I believe that it 


plainly appears, that an augmentation of this dan- 
rous inflammation is to be feared from ſuch a 


ſection, made in a part inflamed, and by the forceps, 
which more or leſs bruiſes the lips of the wound in 


| 8 22 | cutting 
* De Morbis Vener, lib. III. cap. vii. p. 293. 
+ Ibidem, p. 294. 
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cutting; neither can ſuch a wound, which is equal 
to the whole circumference of the cornea, be called 
ſmall or inſignificant, and it will be ſtill far greater, 
if the internal ſuperficies of the eye-lids be cut in 
hike manner : what will become of this cornea, or 
at leaſt of irs extreme lamella, which is a continua- 
tion of the tunica adnata, as hath been ſaid, if the 
veſſels being cut in all the ambitus, it be entirely 
deprived of the influx of theſe vital humours ? Thetc 
are reaſons why I ſhould never. adviſe this operation. 
I was once preſent when ſuch a circular ſection of 
the adnata was attempted, , for the cure of an oph- 
talmia of long ſtanding ; ſome perſons admired the 
dexterity of the operator, but I lamented the bad 
effect of the operation: yet there was no gonorrhea, 
to whoſe ſuppreſſion the origin of this complaint 
could be attributed; ſo that the cauſe of the evil was 
ſtill the lighter. 

In the fluor albus] Women are infected with a 
ſimilar diſeaſe to this in men, affected by impure 
coition z and they in like manner labour under a 
fœtid venereal flowing corruption: but a diverſity 
occurs in the ſymptoms, on account of the different 
ſtructure of their parts. The vagina of an infected 
woman ſurrounds the penis every where, it is rubbed 
and agitated, together with the ſeed it receives the 
corruption of the gonorrhea, which afterwards ſlowly 
glides away; hence it is no wonder, that this part 
is frequently infected, and afterwards disfigured by 
venereal ulcers : but as the ſebaceal glands,* already 
mentioned, are moſt numerous in the alæ, nymphæ, 
and in the lips of the pudenda, and round the 
orifice of the urinal paſſage, are found more caverns 
or furrows - than in the vagina, which is naturally 
moiſtened by a lubricating humour; there are in all 
theſe parts fit places, there is a mucoſe humour 


Vol. XVII. K ready, 


* Perſpir. dict. Hippocr. cap. xii. p. 124. Morgagn. Adverſ. 
Anat, tab. 3. | N * 
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ready, in which the venereal virus may be entangled, 
8 produce ſuch-like evils in other parts of the 
odv. 

4 he gonorrheal tabus or corruption, ejected with 
the ſeed from an infected man in coition, touches 
the ſuperior part of the vagina, where the mouth of 
the womb receives it: this upper part of the vagina 
is ſmooth, here is no wrinkle; ſo that the infection 
rarely comes to that place, on account of the 
ſmoothneſs of the ſurface, and becauſe the liquid, 
which js caſt into the vagina ſpontaneouſly, deſcends 
from it. At about a third part of the length of the 
vagina from the upper end, there appears half. round 
membranes or wrinkles within the vagina, which are 
greater and more numerous, all the way down the 
vagina, till it as it were meets. In theſe wrinkles are 
Placed nervous papillæ, the inſtruments of ſenſuality, 
and likewiſe little mucous folliculæ or bladders. 

It has been obſerved, that ulcers have been pro- 
1 9% in the vagina from impure venery, to the 
length of three or four fingers breadth ; they are 

broad in the under part, and narrow in the upper, 
and thence reſemble wounds made as it were by a 
fiſſure; the courſe of ſuch wounds is in a direction 
perpendicular to the wrinkles of the vagina. Theſe 
ulcers emit a corrupted, thin, corroding, malignant 
matter, by which men who lie with ſuch infected 
women, are moſt ſpeedily infected. 
As long as the evil adheres to the vagina, eſpe- 

cially if of a more 4nild nature, it is not infrequently 
taken for the fluor albus; which, as it frequently 
occurs, ſuch women ſometimes do not ſuſpect them- 
{elves to have been iniected, eſpecially if they before 
had Jaboured under the ſmall fluor albus. 

But it ſeems that the gonorrhea in women can 
be diſtinguiſhed from the fluor albus, by a know- 
ledge of the caule, viz; of ſuſpected. venery, which 
' cauſe they are for the moſt part accuſtomed to con- 
coal: betides, the fluor albus for ſome months, nay, 

4 | Fear, 


"Top 82 « y 
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years, gradually increaſes from a light beginning, 
and is, but in ſome length of time, rendered acrid, 
yellow, and ſometimes greeniſh ; at length a gonor- 
rhea ſuddenly ſprings up, continually increates, and 
thus haſtening its ſteps increaſes the evil. The 
colour, which in the beginning is white, ſometimes 
toon changes into yellow and green; and the veſſels 
being corroded, a mixture of blood and corruption 
flows; then the vagina ſuffers with heat and pain: 
but if the fluor alhus has been inveterate, a greater 
quantity of matter flows than is obſerved to flow in 
a gonorrhea. + | 

It alſo appears, that if the cauſe of the evil ad- 
heres to the vagina, the women attacked by the go- 
norrhea, can be free from the difficulty of urine, 
that attends the gonorrhea in men; ſrom whence it 
is concluded, that the gonorrhea in women is eaſier 
to be ſuffered, ceteris paribus, than in men.“ 0 

This female gonorrhea, depending on the infected 
cavity of the vagina only, may, for diſtinction ſake, 
be called the firſt ſpecies. 

From the orifice of the urethra in women, under 
the chtoris, placed in the interval of the nymphæ, 
reſembling a little ſwelling, wrinkled, and bored by 
many little ducts, may be preſſed a viſcous or 
mucoſe humour. Theſe mucoſe furrows may, by 
themſelves, or together with the vagina, be infected 
by impure venery. Graaſius F held this place only 
for the feat of the female gonorrhea, and to diſtin- 
guiſh it from the fluor albus, he would have the 
_ genitals be inſpected. Siguidem meatus urinarii exi- 
tum circumſiſtentes partes (in quibus lacunarum exilus 
terminantur ) mucecſa quadam materie obſeſſas, ac inter- 
dum exulceratas, reperies , utero ejus que vagina innoxiis, 
corpus glandoſum, ſive proftatas uretbræ circumpoſitas, 
ſelum male affetias fuiſſe. If any of the parts 

I K 2 “ ſur- 
I qcAſtruc Malad, des femmes, tom. II. p. 228. 
Aſtruc de Morbis Vener. lib. iii. cap. i. p. 167. 
1 De Mulierum organis. cap. ix. p. 140, 141. 
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* ſurrounding the exit of the urinal paſſage By in 
„ which the exits of the furrow are terminated) be 
80 found attacked with a certain mucoſe matter, and 


« ſometimes ulcerated ;” as he hath ſcen this evil 


in the dead body of an infected woman: © the 
te womb and the vagina being unhurt, the glandular 


80 body, or the proſtatæ placed around the urethra 
« only were affected.“ That ſpecies of a female 


gonorrhea occurs when that glandular body, in 
the middle of which the qrifice of the urethra is 
Placed, ſwells, grows painful, and diſtils a venereal 
corruption, either ſpontaneouſly or when it is preſſed. 
T he muſcle which Santorini deſcribes, and which he 
terms the depreſſor of the urethra, being irritated, 
is erected, and makes all this glandular body pro- 


minent; from whence ariſes a difficulty of making 


water; yet there is not a pain or ſcalding always felt, 
whilſt the urine flows ; but when the affected place, 
being ulcerated, is irritated by the flowing of the 
urine, the women feel a grievous pain, and a ten- 


Hon in einitting urine, complaining. as if —.— 
had fallen out from the vulva, or at leaſt * 


to do ſo. But ſince this part communicates with its 


neighbouring cellular part, it is to be feared leſt 


the virus ſhou d be propagated to the mount of ve- 
nus, as it is called, which hath a thicker membrana 
dipoſa, 2 molt apt ſeat for retaining the contagion, 

Pp for propagating the filthy ulcers bred in this 
5 It is hkewite to be feared, that the urethra 
may be corroded by a neighbouring ulcer of the 

landular body; and then follows the moſt loathſome 
Fax of urine, to the exterior and ſuperior places of 
the vulva. 

This evil may be called the ſecond ſpecies of the 
female gonorrhea. 

The female urethra, ariſing from the bladder ar 
the neck of it, is ſcarcely longer than the breadth of 
2 thumb, in a curved courſe, 1 15 turned a little up- 
: - wards, 

* Obſervat. Anatom. cap. xi p. 208, 
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wards, and then proceeds outwards, and opens un- 
der the clitoris. IJ he channel of the urethra is ſpongy; 
like that in a man, but much ſhorter ; it runs between 
the trunk of the clitoris and the vagina, and adheres 
to them both. In the internal ſuperficies ſuch- like 
little ducts are found, from which a viſcous humour 
is preſſed; from whence if the urethra be infected 
by a venereal contagion, there is formed a third ſpe- 
cies of the female gonorrhea, which produces ſuch- 
like evils as have been recited in the hiſtory of the 
gonorrhea in men: the like matter flows, attended 
wich a painful ſtranguary, and from a corroſion in 
the urethra it is to be feared that the urine may paſs 

through the vagina. 
In the lips of the female ſinus on both ſides, at 
the under part almoſt, under the ſphincter of the 
vagina, is placed a great gland equal to a great pea; 
and each of theſe glands has a remarkable emiſſary 
or opening, from which a quantity of viſcous li- 
gum can be preſſed, and is believed to go forth 
pontaneouſly in the time of the venereal œſtrum. 
The celebrated Morgagni * delineated the ſpreading 
orifices of theſe glands, and hath ſhewn in a draught 
one ſuch gland ſeparated from the reſt of the parts. 
Santorini + delineated alſo one of theſe glands, 
which ſtood towards the outſide of the lower part 
of the vagina ; Caſparo Bartholino likewiſe delineated 
the proſtate. It is plain, that the venereal miaſma 
may be ſpontaneouſly received by the wide orifices 
of theſe glands. This evil is wont to begin with a 
troubleſome itching, which is followed by a tumour 
and pain of the part; the quantity of flowing moiſ- 
ture, reſembling the gonorrheal corruption is in- 
creaſed ; ſuch tumour being ſometimes one, and 
ſometimes two, appear in the interfœmineum, and 
are diſtinguiſhed from buboes, with which they are 
ſometunes confounded. . All the evils ſaid to have at- 
K 3 | tended 


Adverſar. Anatom. tom. i. tab. iii. * * & litera H. 
Obſervat. Anatom. tab. ii fig, W K. 
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tended the Cowperian glands in the gonorrhea in 
men, are here to be feared in like manner; for, un- 
leſs ſuch a tumour can be brought to the outſide, 
or that the venereal corruption be freely evacuated 
by the little ducts into the vagina, all the neighbour- 
ing parts are corroded, and the worſt of ſinuous ul- 
cers are bred; the vagina and neighbouring inteſtine 
rectum are ſo corroded, that the faces go forth 
through the vagina: the moſt profligate proſtitutes 
are accuſtomed to reproach one another for this 
_ filthy evil, whilſt they are under cure in hoſ- 
pitals. f * 

This may be called the fourth ſpecies of the fe- 
male gonorrhea. 

But the vagina is the place moſt frequently af- 
fected in cheſe gonorrheas : this evil is obſerved in 
the urethra itſelf, and in the ambit of its orifice, as 
bath been ſaid; and az that which is injected into 
the female ſinus, by a man infected with the gonor- 
rhea, {ſpontaneouſly deſcends towards the inferior 
part of the vagina, where the little ducts of the 
glands, juſt now deſcribed, open, they ſeem to 

fully expoſed to that venereal infection. 
It is juſtly doubted, whether the gonorrhea more 
deeply penetrates the womb, or infects the Fallopian 
tubes, or the ovaria : it ſeems poſſible that the Lues, 
when diſperſed throughout the whole body may in- 
fect theſe parts, but it is not made out, as far as I 
know, that the gonorrhea' had penetrated unto the 
womb, and there excited ſuch an evil. Let it is 
true that ſome celebrated anatomiſts had found ſome 
quasdam vgſiculas, varia magnitudine, omnes vero ſub- 
rotundas, aut ovales, internam prope totam cervicis 
faciem confertis agminibus obtinentes ;* © little veſſels 
« in the neck of the womb : theſe were all different 
in magnitude, but roundiſh or oval, ſo cloſe as to 
« occupy almoſt the whole internal part of the 
* neck.” Theſe they have delineated in a diſſected 
| et 4d 8 womb, 
* Morgagni Adverſ. Anat, i. p. 44. 
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womb. + Different authors would turn theſe little 
veſſels to various uſes : ſome faid they were the Hy- 
datides; others the Ova in women; others ſtated, 
that this fabric of theſe veſſels digeſted a viſcous hu- 
mour, by which the mouth of the pregnant womb 
was ſhut up. The celebrated Morgagni could always 
preſs a quantity of tough mucoſe matter from theſe 
veſſels; but as it has been often before ſaid, the 
mucoſe, fat, viſcous matter is very apt by its glewiſn 
nature to entangle the miaſma, ſo as to fix it in a particu- 
lar part of the body; this is frequently ſeen, namely, 
in the neck of the womb where the lame ought to 
happen. Santorini,“ who accurately deſcribed theſe 
veſſels, and delineated them, I denied Hydatides eſſe, 
neque novas famine: ſeminis ſcatebras, aut novum mu- 
liebr; cervici datum ovarium ; Ne vero id præte- 
ream, quod a Clariſſ. Morgagno, harum partium, ut 
S cæterarum, ſcrutatori accuratiſimo, adnotatum fuit, 
vix unquam quidguam vitii in iisdem me deprehendiſſe, 
licei putidiſſima ſcorta, ceteris alioqui partibus corrupta, 
diſſecuiſſem: © that the Hydatides are new ſprings 
of the female ſeed, or a new ovarium given to 
« the female cervix of the bladder.” He then adds 
the following; © but that I ſhould not paſs by 

* what has been noted by the celebrated Morgagni 
and other accurate ſcrutators of theſe and the reſt 
Hof thele parts, I have ſcarcely ever found out 
any defect in them, though I have diſſected a 
« moſt fœtid harlot otherwiſe corrupted in her other 
parts.“ Some obſervations on the ulcerated tubes 
of the womb, are read in Morgagni; || yet the doubt 
ſeems to remain, whether the gonorrhea has been 
propagated ſo far, or whether the virus really had, 
from the firſt. infected maſs of humours, been depo- 
ſited by a metaſtaſis in theſe places. 
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+ Morgagni Adverſ. Anat. 1. p. 44. tab. ut. L. L. 
* Obſervat. Anatom. cap. xi. $.9. p. 213, & ſeq. 
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It fully appears, that the gonorrhea is, cæteris 
paribus, eaſier to be borne by women than men; 
tor they may be attacked with this diſorder, and ſtill 
have no hurt in the urethra; whilſt the fomes of the 
diſorder adheres in the loculi of the vagina; in them 
there is no dyſuria from hence, or it is by far milder 
than in men, though even the female urethra had 
been affected; for it is by far ſhorter and leſs in- 
curvated. Beſides, women are hardly liable to the 
attendant evils of the gonorrhea, the phymoſis, pa- 
RN cicatrices of the urethra, caruncula, 

e pg 

Yet theſe evils are more difficult to be cured in 
them, becauſe they eaſily neglect the light diſcharge 
which remains after a gonorrhea badly cured, be- 
cauſe moſt women are accuſtomed to have the vulva 
and the vagina perpetually humid ; but as they then 
ſcarcely feel any pain, they deſpiſe all medicines : 
on the contrary, men are more docile, and fear yet 
worſe evils, as long as the leaſt or unaccuſtomed mat- 
ter flows from the penis. A celebrated author, + 
where he deſcribes the prognoſtics of the Lues Ve- 
nerea, breaks forth in theſe words; Cætero, quod Go- 
norrheam muliebrem, hanc jam dudum immedicabilem 
fatuimus: © that the female gonorrhea of a long 
« ſtanding, is Judged by us to be incurable ;” in thoſe 
women who are of a lax conſtitution, and thoſe parts 
commonly diſcharging ſome moiſture, ſome drop- 
ping humidity, may remain a long while, though 
the whole venereal virus had been already ſubdued ; 
but that diſcharge will be white and mucoſe, and no 
more infectious. This matter will be afterwards 
created of in ſect. 1459, where the cure of the go- 
norrhea is ſet forth. ; 
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H E contagion being communicated 

through the lymphatic abſorbent veſ- 
fels, the inguinal glands ſwell then to vene- 
real buboes in either ſex. 


The groin is called bubones in Greek, and the tu- 
mours of the glands in the groins, are known 'by 
the ſame name, (ſee Sect. 416.) The tumours of 
other glands diſperſed through the reſt of the body, 
are in like manner called buboes. Cuſtom has ſince 
cauſed the tumours bred under the arm-pnts, and in 
the groin, to be particularly diſtinguiſhed by this 
name: they are frequently obſerved in the Lues 
Venerea, and as the groin was formerly 'taken for 
the emunctorium of the liver, from the buboes an 
argument was raiſed to prove, that the firſt infection 
in the Lues attacked the liver, and was afterwards 
driven, by the force of this inteſtine, to various 
parts of the body; concerning which theſe things ſaid 
in Sect. 1445. may be ſeen : from whence Fallepius*® 
ſaid, Hepar, infeftum Gallico, tentat emiſftonem ad 
propria emunctoria. Si materia craſſa, transfundit ad 
inguina; fi tenuis, ad colem; aliquando ad dextrum, 
aliquando ad finiſtrum, aliguando ad utrumque,: latus, 
aliquando in media pube. Ego tres vidi bubones, indi- 
cantes maximas vires expultrices, & materiæ infetta 
copiam : The liver, infected by the French diſeaſe, 
attempts a diſcharge of humours towards its 7 
« ticular emunctoria or cleanſing channels; if the 
« matter is thick, it transfers it to the groin; if 
« thin, to the yard; ſometimes to the right, ſome- 
© times to the left fide, ſometimes to both, and 
« ſometimes to the middle of the pubes, I _> 

; cc n 


* Aphrodiſiac, p. 820. 
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« ſeen three buboes indicating very ſtrong expellent 
* force, and a quantity of infected matter.“ 

Theſe buboes uſually occupy one or both ſides of 
the groin, the pubes but ſeldom; a bubo in the 
pubes never fell under my inſpection, and, ] believe 
that numbers of other phyſicians and ſurgeons had 
never ſeen one: I do not intend to call Fallopius's 
obſervation upon this matter in queſtion. It ſome- 
times happens, that the buboes acquire a conſide- 
rable bigneſs, and if one ſuch ariſes in either groin, 
the expanded mals of ſuch tumours may become 
contiguous, ſo as to occupy the intermediate tubes. 
Fallabius himſelf obſerves,* Quoties glandula talis in- 
tumueriti ita magnus fit tumor, ut excedat magnitudi- 
nem panis unius ſolid : © Ay often as ſuch a gland 
% wels, ſo as that the tumour becomes great, 
and exceeds the magnitude of a ſmall loaf of 
„* bead,” 

He abſerves very juſtly, + Natura hujus tumoris 
eft, mt Patim incipiat erumpere. tumor, qui duum eſt 
generum aliguando colligitur materia circa glandes in 
membrane veſtiente glandulas, vel replente cavitatem in- 
guinum; aliguando ſubſtantia propria glandulæ intu- 
meſcit a I he nature of this tumour, which is of 
„% m kinds, is to break out immediately; ſome- 
times there is matter collected about the glands 
in the membrane that unfolds them, or fills the 
«cavity» of the groins; ſometimes the very ſub- 
& ſtance of the gland itſelf ſwells,” It is certain 
that the inguinal glands are ſufficiently involved and 
covered by the tunica cellulaſa, which. likewiſe ſuffers 
itſelf to be diſtended in all its circumference; from 
whence: it is to be dreaded, that the buboes will be 
larger if the venereal virus has alſo infected the 
membrana celluloſa, than if it had fixed its ſeat in 
the gland only; which kind of buboe puzzles the 
hyſicians, becauſe it never comes to maturity or 
puration. E contra illius, qui eſt extra glandes, pri- 
mu 

* Aphrodiſiac. p. 820, + Ibidem. 
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mum ſignum eſt parvitas; ſecundum, celeris mutatio ; 
tertio, copnoſcimus ad tatium, tumorem eſſe in mem- 
branis, & non eſſe aliquod corpus circumſcriptum, quod 
iniumeat : * On the other hand, a ſmall appear- 
« ance is the firſt ſign of that which is beyond the 
„gland; the ſecond is its quick change; the third 
is that we know by feeling that the tumour is in 
„the membranes, and that it is no other circum- 
<« ſcribed body which is ſwelled.“ It plainly ap- 
pears, that a tenuity of the tumour is rather to be 
expected from the affected gland, than from the 
ſwelling membrana adipoſa. 

I have often and carefully obſerved buboes at 
their riſe. The patients begin to complain of a cer- 
tain tenſion in the groin, ſometimes of a dull obtuſe 
pain; then J could' feel the glands as yet but a lit- 
tle increaſed, yet diſtinct, and placed or ranged 


lengthwiſe along the groin : they are ſoon increafed 


in bulk, and unite almoſt into one maſs, which af- 
terwards often riſes into a great tumour; and then it 
feems that the glands do not alone conſtitute this tu- 
mour, but that the membrana celluloſa is alſo in- 


feed : beſides, this ſeems to be confirmed by prac- 


tical obſervations. Buboes of a large ſize are hap- 
pily, and ſometimes ſoon diminiſhed by the power 


of mercury; but though they partly diſappear, there 


remains as it were a hard gloſſy kernel, which 
yields to that power with great difficulty, and ſome- 
times changes into an incorrigible hard ſchirrus or 
ſwelling. | 

- See theſe matters already mentioned in Sect. 1337, 
where the ſuppuration of the breaſts, and likewiſe 
the diverſity of cure are treated of, according as the 
wremediable inflamation is ſeated in the cellular part, 
the glandular, or in both parts of the breaſts at 
r | 2 
Bubo aut ſtatim apparet, antequam aliud malum in 
corpore cernatur, aut paſtquam ulcuſcula penis Chirur- 


gorum curiofitate nimis propere ſanata ſunt, aut poſt-. 


quam 
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guam Gonorrhea intempeſtive ſuppreſſa eſt * © A buboe 
either immediately appears before any other evil 
* may be diſcerned in the body, or after ſome ul- 
<« cers in the penis are too ſoon healed, through 
< great eagerneſs of the ſurgeons, or after an un- 
« '{eaſonable ſuppreſſion of a gonorrhea. Alexander 
Monro demonſtrates +, that the vaſculous lymphatic 
veſſels abſorb the fluids by their mouths, in many 
places of the body; he alſo remarks, that many con- 
globated glands receive ſome certain branches of 
thoſe veins in themſelves. It therefore will not ſeem 
wonderful, that the venereal poiſon ſtrikes into theſe 
abſorbent veſſels, whilſt young men are in the em- 
braces of filthy harlots; and being conveyed to theſe 
conglobated glands, together with the lympha ve- 
noſa, ſpreads the infection through them. It is like- 
wile to be feared, if the virus had formed an ulcer 
in the penis, or had produced a gonorrhea in the 
urethra, and ſufficient care be not taken that the 
contagious virus be diſcharged from theſe places 
by perpetual lotion, or a copious flux, being ab- 
ſorbed by theſe glands, will eaſily. adhere and raiſe 
them into a tumour. It ſeems probable that theſe 
glands are infected before the reſt, which are more 
near to the place firſt affected. Thus buboes are * 
formed from the infected pudenda by venery ; nurſes 
who ſuckle infected children are likewile ſo infected; 
among the firſt ſigns of the contagion, tumours 
often manifeſt themſelves under the arm- pits. In 
infants to whom the contagion is communicated by 
infected nurſes, the glands of the neck are often firſt 
invaded. * 
_ This is farther confirmed by thoſe circumſtances, 
which are obſerved to happen in the innoculation 
of the ſmall-pox. A light inciſion is made in the 
arm, to which a thread infected with the pocky mat- 
| | | ter 
- * Alex. Trajan. Petron. de Morbo Gallico lib, vij. cap. v. 
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ter is 2 tumours then gather under the arm- 
pits : from whence many ſkilful phyſicians conclude, 
that this innoculation had not been inſtituted in vain ; 
for it is a ſign that the poiſon of the ſmall-pox is ab- 
ſorbed. But as the innoculation is only now made in 
one arm, and not in both as formerly, the axillary 
glands of that ſame fide, are only accuſtomed to 
{well +. 

From hence it appears, that a buboe in the groin 
gives a ſignal of the contagion's reception in the 
veins ; and if the whole is fixed in that tumour, the 
patient may ſtill be as yet free from the diſeaſe : but 
that is altogether uncertain ; for part of the virus 
only might have fixed here, and the reſt of it, being 
mixed with the maſs of humours, may infect the whole 
body ; from hence we learn why theſe buboes are to 
be always ſuſpected by the ſkilful. From whence 
Sydenham t has, after treating of the gonorrhea, 
ſubjoined the following opinion: At vero, quotres 
morbi diuturnitate, & in ditftis partibus mora, conta- 
gium ſurſum fertur, & ſenſim ſanguini labem imprimit, 
aut materia virulenta, indebito adſtringentium uſu, in 
corpore retenta eſt, putreſcunt humores, vera Lues ex- 
oritur, in qua tumores, five bubones, ſepe in inguine 

comparentes, primum ejus gradum conſtituunt: But 
as often as the contagion, by a long continuance 
<« of the diſeaſe, and a delay i in the parts mentioned, 
* is carried into the upper parts of the body, and 
“ gradually contaminates the blood; or when a poi- 
* — matter is retained in the body, by the 
« wrong uſe of aſtringents, the humours putrify, 
« a real Lues is from thence bred; and then tu- 
« mours or huboes appearing in the groin, conſti- 
« tute the firſt ſtep- phe this diſeaſe.” This ſome- 
times happens, and I have ſeen buboes ariſe in pa- 
tients ſoon after impure venery, yet ſtill without any 
evil appearing in any other part of the body; nor 
is 
+ De Venis Lymphat. Valvul. p. 48. 
i Epiſtol. Reſponſ. 13. p. 416. 
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is this a flight evil; for it ſnows the contagion of the 
Lues to be. fo active as not to adhere. to the parts to 
which it was immediately applied, but that being 
received into a veſſel it had penetrated farther ; hence 
if it is not driven from the body by a proper reme- 
dy, it is to be feared, that the whole body will be 
contaminated by it. So have I ſeen not only bu- 
| boes raiſed in the groin of a robuſt young man, in 
three days after a connection with a proſtitute, 
but his whole ſkin deforined with vari or knots. 
The ſame often happens when venereal ſhankers, 
(formerly called a caries by thoſe authors who wrote 
of the Lues) are treated with repelling and dryi 
medicines: from whence Fallopius | ſtrictly adviſes, 
Si N caries vere Gallica, & non levis, ſed maligna, 
vel maligniſſima, fugite valide, & pure, n epellentia; 
quia naſcerentur bubones; Beware of uſing ſtrong 
< repelient remedies, in caſe of ſuch a caries or 
« ſhankers, whether of the mildeſt or moſt malig- 
* nant nature, for. buboes proceed from thence.” 
Buboes uſually follow a recent infection, or venereal 
mankers in the genital parts, when treated by a bad 
method, or a gonorrhea when ſuppreſs'd. To theſe 
cauſes Aftruc added another; + 83 demum citra ullum 
coitum proxime pragreſſum ſponte contingunt, & ſignum 
latentis luis Venereae Pathognomicum conſtituunt: And 
« finally, if they ſpontaneouſly happen without any 
late coition, they conſtitute a pathognomic fign of 
a lurking venereal diſeaſe.” It is certainly true, 
that the venereal virus, mixed with circulating hu- 
mours, may be afterwards depoſited in different 
parts of the body; ſo that it is not inconſiſtent that 
boes may be raiſed in this manner: yet this is 
ſeldom known to happen; at leaſt I have never ſeen 
any buboes, whoſe origin was not due to recent 
coition, or gonorrhea, or ſhankers badly cured. It 
is alſo well known, that it is cuſtomary in ſuch pa- 
= 72 | 55 tients 
{ De Morb. Gallic. eap; Ii. Aphrodiſ. p. 814 
＋ Lib. iii. cap. v. p. 218. TH Ant + 
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tients to confeſs their juvenile frolicks, rather than 
| bluſh at ſuch like errors committed in a ſtate, of 
maturity. ft 6, 

A venereal buboe is diſtinguiſhed from other tu- 
mours of the groin, by being preceded by impure, 
or at leaſt ſo ſuſpected venery, by venereal ſhankers, 
or a gonorrhea. If the groin be touched in the be- 
ginning of a bubo, the glands are perceived to ſwell 
more than uſual in depth, which being more in- 
creaſed, are united into one hard maſs, and conſti- 
tute a larger tumour at the baſe, and are more ac- 
cuminated at the top; the colour of the ſkin appears 
not changed from its natural ſtate, but afterwards 
grows red, when the buboe is inflamed and tends 
to a ſuppuration. A buboe is not eaſily confounded 
with an hernia in the groin, except by unſkilful per- 
ſons; for it is oblong from its beginning, of an un- 
equal ſuperficies, and is formed upon a large baſe; 
the ſurface of the hernia is ſmooth and light, ap- 
proaching to a ſpherical form, and eaſily yields to 
the preſſure of a finger, if not incarcerated ; then 
ſome grievous ſymproms, ſuch as a vomiting, fits of 
the cholic, a fever, &c. attend it ; but thele never 
accompany a buboe. If the hernia is not incarce- 
rated, it yields to the touch, the rumour is dimi- 
niſhed by preſſure, and the wind puffed therein 
ſtrikes ſound into the abdomen ; all theſe ſymptoms 
are far diſtant from a buboe. Yet if a ſoftneſs is 
perceived in a buboe already ſuppurated, or till 
ſuppurating, or a lurking liquid is obſerved by an 
obicure fluctuation in the buboe, all that is ſmall 
and deep, and only occupies the middle of the tu- 
mour.+ But where the hernia has already deſcended 
into the ſcrotum, it bears no manner of ſimilitude to 
a buboe. | | | 

Sometimes the buboe remains a long while un- 
changeable, after it has obtained its whole magni- 
tude, and it acquires a diverſity of appellations, ac- 

| cording 
Lib. iii. cap. v. p. 224; 1 
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cording to the variety of its changes; if it begins to 
be painful, hot, and red, it is called pblegmonodes; 
if a ſuppuration enſues, it may be called puodes; if 
it entirely hardens, and remains ſo a long while, it is 
termed /chirrodes. | 
From hence its different prognoſtics appear, ac- 
cording to the various ſtate of the tumour; here a 
ſuppuration is not ſo to be dreaded, but rather to be 
wiſhed, if equally ſpread ; the ſchirrus is more dread- 
- ful than'the reſt, as the worſt of evils may follow 
from thence ; all theſe will be treated of hereafter 
in Sect. 146. | 


Se Cr Mete. 


A ND in men a great inflammation of the 
member in a ſhort time turned to a 
gangrene, > 


The penis, as hath been ſaid, is chiefly expoſed 
to the danger of a contagion in the act of impure 
venery ; hence this is ſo often infected before any 
other part of the body. But a pimple or ſpot, itch- 
ing and hot, with a gentle inflammation, riſes in that 
place where the venereal, miaſma begins to adhere 
(ſee Sect. 1444 ;) from whence if this inflammation 
be irritated any way, on account of the ſenſibility of 
the part affected, the worſt of evils may be the con- 
ſequence. The venereal erection, by which the at- 
fected member ſwells and ſtiflens, is often the cauſe 
of a ſtronger inflammation ; for this reaſon, as will 
be hereafter ſaid concerning the cure of this diſ- 
caſe, 1t is ordered, that low and emollient diet be 
uſed by thoſe labouring under this diſeaſe ; the uſe 
of wine and all ſpirituous liquors is forbidden them; 
they are alſo adviſed to ſhun all occaſions of an erec- 
tion in the penis, by laſcivious diſcourſes, books, 
| © pictures, 


Sect. 1449. The VENERTAL Disrast. 145 


pictures, or ſuch like exciting objects; together 
with thoſe of luſtful dreams, than which nothing 
is more hurtful. If the evil is already ripe, and 
theſe parts are corroded by a venereal ulcer, how 
great is the danger of a rupture in the veſſels ! 
The urethra is ſometimes obſerved to be greatly 
ſwelled in a ſevere gonorrhea, as alſo to be gnawed 
by ulcers, from whence ariſes a moſt intenſe pain, 
whilſt the penis is in erection; nor can it yet be co- 
extended in erection; the rigid penis ſtiffening, is 
incurvated downwards as if with a cord, and then 
it is termed a gonorrbæa chordata, or chordee. It 
ſometimes, and but rarely happens in a ſevere go- 
norrhea only, that the ligament of the penis, by 
which it is bound to the commiſſura of the oſſa pubis, 
and likewife that other ligament proceeding from 
the corpora cavernoſa, which conſtitute the penis, 
are inflamed ; then the penis is neceſſarily diſtended 
thus with pain, or bent upwards, or obliquely in- 
clined to one fide : it ſometimes happens, that theſe 
ſufferers have an erection of the penis in their ſleep, 
though they avoid all temptations of venery, eſpe- 
cially if they lie long on their backs; then a diſ- 
charge of the ſeed enſues, which is attended with 
the moſt acute pains. What violence muſt the in- 
flamed penis then ſuffer, when diſtorded to this or 
that fide ! how great is the danger of a rupture of 
the veſſels! of which behold a ſingular inſtance : 
Juveni rigidus penis vebementer inflexus fuerat. Poſt 
ibi loci tumor naſci, creſereque; cute ſuper eum, ut ſuper 
corpus penis reliquum, mobili. Quum ineſſet mollituds 
quedam, qualis maturiori apoſtemati, mollia unguenta 
appeſita, & cataplaſmata, quo maturaretur, quod cre- 
debatur, apoſtema : ex quo increvit. Spe nulla apparente, 
hac curatione ruptum iri, tumor, quod diſſuaſeram, in- 
ciſus eft plaga magna. Mox ſanguis erumpert, præ- 
tereaque nibil: erumpere cum impelu, ut reprimi pri- 
mum non poſſet, deinde ægre repreſſus fuerit, nec plane. 
Vol. XVII. I, Ju vene, 


+ Ibidem, Ub. iii. cap. i. p. 1612 & lib. iv. cap. xi. p. 400. 
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Juvene, poſt paucos dies mortuo, incido membrum, ſedem 


querens pitii, modumque. Invenio corpus ner voſum 
majus alterum dilatatum in tumorem fuiſſe, extendente 
ſanguine; quemadmodum in aneuriſmate arteriæ. Vi- 
wenti, quum languebat membrum, tumor minor, molli- 
orque ; quum erigebat ſe, major, tenſuſque: The pe- 
* nis of a young man having a ſtrong erection, was 
incurvated ; afterwards a tumour aroſe, and in- 
<< creaſed there, the ſkin being ſtill moveable upon 
it, as it was upon the reſt of the hody of the 
penis. As there was a certain ſoftneſs in it, ſuch 
as in a ripening impoſthume, ſome pultices and 
#* ſoftning unctions were applied to increaſe the 
<« ſoftneſs, by which it might be brought to matu- 
< rity, becauſe it was thought to be an impoſt- 
„ hume ; ſrom whence it increaſed. No hope ap- 
« pearing of its breaking by this method 7 cure, 
a conſiderable inciſion was made, contrary to m 

„ advice, and nothing but blood broke forth from 
it, with ſuch impetuoſity that it could not be 


_* ſtopped at firſt, but was afterwards repreſſed with 
„ ſome difficulty, though not thoroughly. The 


* young man dying in a few days after, I diſſected 
* the member to explore the ſeat and manner of 


the evil. I found that one of the corpora nervoſa 
.* had been more dilated in the tumour than the 


* other, the blood ſtil] increaſed as in the aneuriſm 
« of an artery: when his penis was not erected, the 


pain in that member was more moderate, and the 


te tumour was ſmaller and ſofter, but greater and 


more tenſe when in erection.“ | 


It may be eafily deduced from the circumſtances 
mentioned in the chapter which treats of an inflam- 


mation and gangrene, why the ſudden change of an 
_ inflammation into a gangrene is to be dreaded in 
the penis ſo inflamed. The danger is ſtill more 


threatning to the wretched patient, if theſe more acrid 
diuretics, $alſama. fulphuris difia, of ; flillat : tere- 


binthing, 
„ Albiaj Academ, Anatom. lib, iii, p. 27, 


Sect. 1449. The VENEREAL DisEASE. 147. 


| binthing, Fc. be uſed according to the practice of 
foppiſh mountebanks and ignorant quacks, who uſu- 
ally obtrude ſuch oppoſite remedies upon the un- 
wary. | | 
It is to be obſerved, that there is a very tender 
tunica celluloſa adhering under the ſkin of the pe- 
nis and prepuce, which is raiſed to a great tumour 
when affected, and may ſuffocate or ſtrangle the 
parts placed under it. Theſe parts are irritated by 
a rude rubbing of the penis, or ſome kind of acrid 
matter colle&ed between the prepuce and. the glans 
of the penis, in ſuch a manner that I have ſeen won- 
derful tumours produced from thence : firſt, in ſuch 
perions whoſe prepuce is ſtretched out beyond the 
glans, and allo gathers more about the orifice, as 
may be obſerved in young boys; this tender tunica 
celluloſa, when inflated, reaches ſometimes beyond 
the glans, entirely hides it, and impedes the free 
diſcharge of urine, a. part of which remains col- 
lected between the prepuce and the glans, becomes 
more acrid, irritates thoſe parts ſtill more, and thus 
all the complaints are increaſed: this tumour is al- 
moſt pellucid, variouſly writhed, yielding to the 
E of a finger, ſo that this is called a phymogfis ; 
ut when the prepuce is withdrawn behind the glans, 
and is alſo affected by this tumour, then it is uſually 
called a paraphyme/is ; and an annular ſwelling, and 
almoſt equally pellucid, ſurrounds the corona of the 
glans, which ſtretches out beyond this annular tu- 
mour all naked. In a phymeſis the ſwelling prepuce 
cannot be drawn backward, nor forward in a para- 
mois. | 

* tumours are formed, though not attended with 
any venereal cauſe, though not difficult to be cured. 
Vidit Heers juvenem, decimum quintum atatis annum 
agentem, impollutum, Veneriſque neſcium, cum in im- 
perforatam diu valida latera exercuiſſet, glandis ba- 
buiſſe inflationem maximam, & lucidam, quam Lutetie 
gry/tallinam vocant, una cum inſano penis dolore. Im- 
4.9 miſit 
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 mifat per præputii hiatum cicute folium, digitis leviter 
tritum ; jedabatur brevi dolor, &, repetito bujus uſu, 
tumor omnino diſcuſſus eft. Poſtea, remedii bujus ef- 
fectum ſapius expertus, illud in ſecretis babuit : 
« Heers ſaw * a young man of fifteen years of age, 
ignorant of venery, who had been ſtruggling hard 
to penetrate a virgin, had cauſed thereby an in- 
* flation of the glans, together with a raging 'pain 
in the penis; this kind of ſwelling is pellucid, and 
is called cryſtalline lutetiæ. He thruſt the leaf 
„of an herb, reſembling hemlock, called cicuta, 
into the opening of the prepuce, after he had 
« lightly bruiſed it with his fingers, the pain ſoon 
< ceaſed, and the tumour entirely vaniſhed by a re- 
« petition. of this method. He often experienced 
ce the effect of this remedy afterwards, and held it 
4 as a ſecret.” We are alſo told by Aſtruc +, that ſuch 
tumours proceed from violent or difficult venery, 
with even an undefiled woman; but he alſo affirms 
them to be tree from danger, and that they are eaſily 
cured. ; 

In young boys, the urine is ſometimes collected 
between the prepuce and the glans, eſpecially if the 
entrance is narrow; from thence. proceeds a phymo- 
ſis, with ſuch a great pellucid tumour, which ſome- 
times greatly obſtructs the free paſſage of the urine 
if warm water is injected through the orifice. of the 
prepuce by a ſyringe, that the internal ſuperficies of 
the glans and the prepuce be waſhed, that tumour 
uſually ſubſides quickly, if no acrimony remains 
from the urine, and conſequently the cauſe of irri- 
tation be removed, eſpecially if acetum lithargyri be 
diluted with two hundred parts of water of the 
flowers of alder, and perpetually applied by way of 
a fomentation ; yet theſe injettions of warm water 
ſhould be ſtill repeated in the day-time, though but 


gently, 


#* Obfervat. Medic. No. vii. p. 85. 
+ De Morbis Vens., lib, iii. capit, viii. p. 259. 
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gently, then this'other may be borne even by the moſt 
render, as it may be applied without any pain. 

I have ſeen a formidable phymoſis bred in a boy 
of eight years of age, who, unable to bear the ſum- 
mer's heat, ſtript his lower parts as he went to ſleep; 
being then ſtung by gnats, many marks remained 
on his legs and thighs, and but one of theſe bites 
was obſerved on his prepuce, which ſo intolerably 


itched, that the lad vehemently rubbed it; from 


whence a very ſwelling phymoſis enſued in three 
hours after, yet it was happily cured by this me- 
thod. | 

The phymoſis and paraphymoſis are bred from 
ſimilar cauſes ; they indeed are troubleſome, and their 
delay often ſtrikes the patient with dreadful appre- 
henſions; yet they are likewiſe eaſily cured : but 
when they have their origin from a venereal evil, 
they threaten much greater danger, nor are they 
ſo eaſily cured ; for they, for the moſt part, proceed 
from the lurking ulcers of the glans and the pre- 
puce, which are hid by the immoderately ſwelling 
prepuce, nor do they admit the hand of a ns 
their cure will be treated of in Sect. 1463. Theſe 
evils are all augmented, whilſt the ſwelling prepuce 
obſtructs the free diſcharge of the venereal corrup- 
tion; from whence the venereal Lues is not only to 
be feared from the abſorbed corruption, but theſe 
ulcers'themſelves, being perpetually moiſtened by this 
corruption, rendered more acrid by time or delay, 
acquire a greater malignity, ſo that the neighbour- 
ing parts are often moſt miſerably corroded before 
the ſwelling of the prepuce'is come down, and be- 
fore the free diſcharge of the poiſonous matter is 
obtained; from whence all theſe complaints fall into 
a worſe ſtate, and if a gonorrhea accompanies them, 
the quantity and virulence of the corruption are 1n- 
creaſed perpetually. Wherefore Sydenham * ſaid, 
DQued ff ægri glans preputio undequaque contegatur, at- 
ITY; L 3 5 

* Epiſt. Reſponſ. II. p. 424. 
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que ejuſdem ora pre inflammatione uſque adeo tumida, 
dura ac calloſa, reddatur, ut nulla modo queat reduci; 
laterem lavat quiſquis Gonorrbæ am remediis purgantibus, 
etiam fortiſimis, & quotidie ad nauſeam repetitis, ag- 
greditur; niſi eodem tempore id agatur, ut pars ita 
affetta ad ſtatum ſibi naturalem redeat, ſublatis duritie 
& tumore, unde Gonorrbeae novus utique fomes mini- 
ſtratur: That if the patient's glans be every 

«* where covered with the prepuce, and that the end 
« of it is rendered ſwelled, hard, or fo callous as 
not to be reduced by any means, the patient is in 
* vain purged daily with ſtrong draſtic remedies ; 
“ unleſs at the ſame time means are uſed that the part 
&« affected may return to its natural ſtate, by the 
removal of the hardneſs and tumour, from whence 
© a new fomes of the gonorrhea is likewiſe admi- 
© niſtered.” But he recommends the moſt gentle 
remedies for this purpoſe, as it is certain, that theſe 
ſymptoms are exaſperated by the more acrid, and 
that the inflammation ſo much to be dreaded, here 
increaſes; from whence the matter, which ſticks 
collected between the prepuce and the glans, 1s to 
be waſhed away either by pure water, or the moſt 
emollient decoctions; and a powetful antiphlogiſtic 
method of treatment will be needful, as will be _ 
after diſplayed in Sect. 1460. 

. As long as the tumour formiag the phymoſis or pa- 
een is pellucid, ſoft, and yielding to the preſ- 
ſure of a finger, and attended with ſcarcely any pain, 
the evil is leſs dangerous; but if the ſigns of a ſtrong 
inflammation manifeſt themſelves, and a ſharp pain 
and ſtrong fever enſue; if efficacious remedies are 
not then ſuddenly applied, a gangrene is to be 
feared; for in the phy moſis the glans every where 
repreſſed, will be ſuffocated, or ſtrangled by the ſwel- 
ling inflamed prepuce, and {till much ſooner if the 

lans is alſo inflamed. , In the paraphymoſis, the 
8 annular tumour ſo conſtringes the whole ambit 
of the penis, behind the corona of the glans, that it 

: - obſtructs 


(e 
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obſtructs the flux and” reflux of the vital humours, 
from whence a gangrene neceſſarily follows, and the 
mortified glans afterwards falls off; and thoſe ſo fouly 
mutilated, will remain ſo during life. 

Such a calamity frequently reigns in hotter cli- 
mates, eſpecially whilſt the_ patients contemn the 
beginning of theſe evils, and ſtrenuouſly indu 
their inclinations ; ſuch an evil is above all others 
to be feared, eſpecially if a venereal ulcer being 
bred between the glans and the prepuce, the patient 
takes a journey, and travels — "22650" particu- 
larly on horſeback. I have ſeen a melancholy caſe 
of this nature in a young man who was taken with 
a phymoſis upon a journey, and whilſt the wretch ſtill 
ſuffered this pain, of which by going to a great city he 
might be commodiouſly 9 a gangrene enſued, 
which almoſt deſtroyed half the penis : his life was 
indeed preſerved by a ſkilful phyſician, but all the 
mortified part fell off. 


s ECT. MCCCCL. 
H E teſticles when ſwelled are pain- 


ful, and often break out into ulcers, 
bred by an inflammatory tumour in the ſemi- 
nal veſſels. 


The teſticles are ſometimes wont to ſwell in a 
gonorrhea ; ſuch rumours are uſually called eſtes 
venerei. A teſticle begins on one or the other. ſide 
to be enlarged, ſo that it is extended every where 
as from its center of gravity : the ſufferers feel a 
certain harſh tenſion as it were in the middle of it, 
as if its interior ſubſtance. was prefſed or ſqueezed 
from the outſide ; whilſt the teſticle ſwells it alſo 
hardens, but not with a ſchirrhous hardneſs, for it 
yields any way to a finger lightly preſſing it; the 
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tumour ſeldom increafes ſuddenly, but grows flowly, 
often to a remarkable ſize. * The pain is not very 
great, eſpecially in the beginning, but the feeling of 
the diſtenſion is diſagreeable; the bulk being then 
increaſed, the teſticle then by its gravity draws 
down thoſe parts by which it is ſuſpended, and if 
the ſwelling teſticule is held up by Frick in bed, or 
tome other ſoft ſuſpenſion, that pain occaſioned by 
its ſtretching thoſe parts by its weight, ceaſe, or at. 
leaſt is for the moſt part alleviated : uſually the 
epididymis only ſwells ; where the evil is much 
lighter, and the tumour but flowly increaſes ; the 
reſt of the ſubſtance of the teſticle afterwards begins 
to ſwell; ſometimes both teſticles ſwell, but the 
rumour is ſtill greater in one fide than in the other; 
but as that tumour is equable while it increaſes, 
the ſubſtance of the teſtis ſeems to be increaſed in 
ſize by adventitious matter; and as no diſtenſion can 
at the ſame time be perceived, in thoſe veſſels carry- 
ing the humours to the teſticules, and which carry 
them back again after ſecretion, the tumour of the 
teſticule ſeems rather to proceed from an impedi- 
ment in the evacuation of the humour, which being 
ſeparated from the blood in the laboratory of the 
teſticles, ought to be collected and kept in the ſe- 
minal veſſels. _ ; 

But as all that is (&reted' by the teſticles 1s at 
length conducted by the vas deferens to the ſeminal 
veſſels, ſome celebrated phyſicians have concluded, 
that the ſeminal veſſels are affected, if the teſticles 
begin to ſwell ; fo Aſtruc“ hath ſtated, $7 zeftes, ſine 
cauſa, vel ſaltem levi de cauſa, tument in morbi ſocieta- 
tem veniunt. © If the teſticles ſwell without a 
* cauſe, or at leaſt by a ſlight cauſe, they come 
into a ſhare of this diſeaſe?ꝰ (He ſpeaks of inveſ- 
tigating the ſcat of the gonorrhea) “ then the proſta- 
«tz and ſeminal veſſels, are infected by the gonor- 
« rhea. Conjicitur autem vgſicula alterutra tantum af - 
SJ 4 3 i ens 5 Fl Hai, 
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ici, fs alteruter tantum teſtis caleat, doleat, tumtat; 
utraque, fi uterque : * But it is conjectured, that only 
« one or either of the tefticules is inflamed, painful, 
c and ſwell'd, but if both, ſo are both the veſſels 
« affected allo.” 

It was before ſaid, in Sect. 1447, that theſe ſe- 
minal veſſels are infected by the venereal miaſma, 
and that it is the worſt kind of a gonorrhea, the 
hardeſt to be cured, and that many melancholy evils 
follow; but it is here diſputed whether this tumour 
of the teſticules is a certain ſign that the venereal 
contagion has reached the ſeminal veſſels or not. It 
is ſufficient to produce a tumour, if the free paſſa 
of the ſeed, formed in the teſticule, be obſtructed in 
the vas deferens ; from hence it ſeems that the teſti- 
cule may ſwell, though no venereal contagion had 
reached the ſeminal veſſels. 

A wonderful conformation in theſe parts is ob- 
ſerved : “ the vas deferens, which is a continuation 
of the epidydimis, together with the ſpermatic vef- 
ſels placed behind it, aſcends by the tunica vaginalis, 
and where it reaches to the lamina membranoſa of 
the peritoneum, which covers the beginning of the 
ſpermatic vagina, it falls backward from theſe veſſels 
in form of a bow, running through the cellular fa- 
bric of the peritoneum, to the hinder part of the 
bladder, to which it ſtrongly adheres, as alſo to the 
lamella of the peritoneum, by which it is covered: 
moreover, it paſſes between the extremity of the ure- 
thra and the bladder, there it meets with the canalis 
deferens of the other ſide, and they deſcend toge- 
ther to the neck of the bladder. The cavity of thoſe 
vaſa deferentia is cylindrical, and is dilated where 
they run behind the bladder, then about their ex- 
tremities they become more narrow, and are 10 
placed between the neighbouring extremities of the 
Ebi veſſels, that the liquid, conveyed by the vas 
deferens, gradually inſinuates itſelf into the ſeminal 

| | | _ veſſels 
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veſſels of the ſame ſide, nor yet can that which is 
contained in the ſeminal veſſels be poured back into 
the vas deferens ; this is proved by a puff of wind 
blown into the vas deferens of one fide. Afterwards 
both the little channels or canaliculi, each of which 
is compoſed of the extremities of the vas deferens 
and the ſeminal veſſels of the ſame ſide, convey 
themſelves between the baſe of the proſtatæ, and 
the channel of the urethra, whoſe ſubſtance they ob- 
liquely penetrate, and are terminated in a caruncula, 
which 1s called the caput gallinaginis. 

Therefore, whatſoever can obſtruct the free paſ- 
ſage of the liquid ſecretion in the teſticle, through 
all this courſe of the vas deferens, may be owing to 
the tumour in them. I have ſeen this in a young 
man, who had but a mild gonorrhea ; as he was ad- 
viſed to uſe but weak drink, and it being then win- 
ter, he drank pretty plentifully of whey. As he one 
day applied himſelf pleaſingly to his ſchool exer- 
ciſes, he imprudently with-held his urine for two 
hours, which he could not afterwards diſcharge with 
all his endeavours ; ſuddenly a tumour and pain 
ſtruck into his right teſticule, and, as a ſkiiful ſur- 
geon introduced a catheter, his urine burſt forth with 

reat force, and the tumour and pain of the teſticle 
ammediately vaniſhed. That tumour could not be 
aſcribed to a venereal contagion, communicated to 
the teſticle, or to an infection of the ſeminal veſſels; 
for the gonorrhea was mild, and was then much 
amended, by the application of a good method of 
cure; there was no ſuppreſſion of the matter, for it 
freely flowed out: from hence it ſeems very likely, 
that the vas deferens had been greatly repreſſed, by 
the diſtorted bladder ; wherefore all the complaint 

ceaſed, as ſoon as the cauſe was removed. 
It is true indeed, that the exit of the ſeminal veſſel 
was in this caſe equally compreſſed; but theſe are ap- 
pointed 'to collect- and keep the genital humour, 
and they remain for many months full without _ 
5 n 
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in thoſe who live chaſte ; but that the tumour of 
the teſticles does not always follow, appears to ariſe 
from hence, that the cavity of the canalis- deferens 
is furniſhed with firm ſides, almoſt cartilaginous, 
whence, this channel being diſſected, they fall not to- 
gether, but the cavity remains circular. The cele- 
brated Aſtruc “ mentions a two-fold cauſe of the 
1welling teſticle, viz. the ſuppreſſion or prevention 
of the flux of the gonorrhea z and, the venereal vi- 
rus, being conveyed by whatſoever cauſe to the ſub- 
ſtance of the teſticle : the prior cauſe always de- 
pends on a gonorrhea, and often accompanies it : 
this uſually excites a great heat and pain, and the 
tumour then more quickly increaſes ; but it is alſo 
ſooner and more happily cured, and, for the moſt 

rt, without any remaining hardneſs : moreover, 
if the flux be ſuppreſſed, it ſoon returns, before any 
great evil breeds in the teſticle. If ſuch a tumour 
cannot be diſcuſſed, it often comes to a ſuppuration, 
and the abſceſs being broken, it degenerates into a 
fiſtulous ulcer, very difficult of cure. Another cauſe 
was, that if the venereal virus had penetrated into 
the very ſubſtance of the teſticle, without a gonor- 
rhea accompanying or immediately preceding it; the 
teſticule in ſwelling from ſuch a cauſe, is leſs painful 
and hot, ſo that it forms a chronical complaint ra- 
ther, but hard to be cured ; ſtill leaving a hardneſs 
in the teſticule, which ſometimes degenerates into a 
ſchirrus which is followed by the hydrocele, and yet 
much worſe evils. 

It cannot be denied, eſpecially in an inveterate 
Lues, that the venereal virus, diſperſed throughout 
the whole body, may be depolited in the teſticles ; 


nor does it. ſeem improbable, that this morbid _ 


miaſma can be communicated to the teſticles, bor- 
dering upon the affected places, eſpecially, after ſuf- 
fering by frequent gonorrheas: yet a gonorrhea at- 
tended all the caſes which fell under my care; and 

i -0 1 
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in two inſtances an acrid, copious, and remarkable 
gonorrheal flux followed the tumour of the teſticle, 
which then ſuddenly and remarkably diminiſhed : 
on the other hand, I have obſerved, that the tu- 
mour of the teſticle was chiefly to be feared, if the 
gonorrheal flux ſhould thus ſuddenly ſtop, or be re- 
markably diminiſhed, yet more ſo if the ſigns indi- 
cate the feat of the evil to adhere about the proſta- 
tz z which, I believe, ſhould be always ſuſpected, 
where a quantity of gonorrheal matter is fomed out 
from the penis, in ſtrongly endeavouring to make 
water. I had the cure of ſuch a patient, who la- 
boured under a recent but yet a virulent gonorrhea, 
in which both the cavernous bodies of the penis be- 
gan to ſwell ; then, by the application of ſpecific 
remedies, all theſe evils were amended in nine days 
time; the flux changed from a green to a white co- 
lour, the pain of the ſtrangury was, for the moſt 
py removed, and the tumour of the penis greatly 
bſided. Tired with the reſtrictions to low diet, 
unagining all that to be vain, he went without more 
ceremony to a tavern, that he might indulge his ap- 
petite; he returned in five days after with the flux 
entirely ſuppreſſed, but the right teſticle had 
ſwelled with great pain: being then more govern- 
able, in conſequence of the miſchiet cauſed: by his 
imprudence, he ſolemnly ſwore he would be obedi- 
ent to adyice for the future ; the flux began to re- 
turn the day following, and afterwards increaſed : 
the tumour and pain of - the teſticle diminiſhed, 

and he was entirely cured in the ſpace of a month. 
I have often ſeen the teſticles ſwelled by a prac- 
tice of injecting aſtringent remedies into the penis, 
and that chiefly by the imprudent uſe of balſam ca- 
pivi, turpentine, ol. ſtillat. balſam. ſulphur. &c. 
A man thirty-two years of age, of a dry and hot 
conſtitution, flew to me from a neighbouring village, 
to ſhew me à ſwelling, attended with an acute pain 
in his right teſticle: he confeſs'd to have had a go- 
18 a © fiofrhea, 
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norrhea, with a venereal ulcer in the penis five 
weeks before that time, and that he had taken a 
quantity of balſam of ſulphur, (which is made of 
flour of ſulphur, mixt with turpentine) by the ad- 
vice of a barber : the weather being exceſſive hot, 
as the flux almoſt ſtopped of itſelf, he imagined” he 
was cured, and returned to his former habit of ve- 
nery ; then by a darting forth of the ſeed in an act 
of this kind, he felt a ſudden and very ſeyere pain 
verging towards his right teſticle ; in a little while 
after, he made water tinged with blood, and the 
painful teſticle ſwelled : theſe evils ftill increafed 
the day following. In two days after, the gonor- 
rhea returned, though not copiouſly, and the ſwelling 
began to abate in the teſticle ; but the day follow- 
ing, both the tumour and pain of the teſticle in- 
creaſed again; there was a great ſediment in his 
urine, the hardneſs in the ſwelling teſticle was di- 
miniſhed ; and, as the gonorrhea ſtill flowed, its 
quantity of matter increaſed by degrees ; fo that the 
pain was already eaſed, as the patient could rub his 
teſticles lightly with his fingers, without increaſing 
it. The gonorrheal flux was white, with only a light 
ftrangury attending it. In ſixteen days after this 
right teſticle began to ſwell, a buboe was felt in his 
left groin, which nevertheleſs diſappeared entirely 
in a ſhort time, by the application of proper reme- 
dies, (more of which will be ſaid in Sect. 1462.) 

he was compleatly cured. 

It appears from theſe circumſtances, that a tu- 
mour of the teſticles often proceeds from a ſup- 
preſſed gonorrhea, eſpecially if it had fixed its ſeat 
about the proſtatæ, and thus the free paſſage through 
the orifice of the vas deferens is obſtructed by the 
ſwelling of theſe and their neighbouring parts. For 
which when the gonorrhea returns, the ſwelling is di- 
miniſhed in' them, the tumour and pain of the af- 
fected teſticle are in a ſhort time diminiſhed, which 
would not happen if the cauſe of the evil adhered = 
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the ſubſtance of the teſticule. It therefore is con- 
firmed, that the tumours of the teſticles chiefly oc- 
cur after the gonorrhea begins. 

It appears from that remarkable caſe which I 
have mentioned in Sect. 432, how dangerous the 
uſe of balſam of ſulphur, terebinthina, and ſuch- 
like remedies is. This man could not be ſuſ- 

of ever having a gonorrhea, nor any for- 
mer or preſent ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe ; 
yet he laboured under a light ſtrangury, which 
took birth from ſome unknown cauſe : he remem- 
bered that he had been cured of a complaint of this 
kind formerly, by the uſe of balſam of ſulphur 
wherefore he took it again at different times, not 
only ineffectually, but with moſt unfortunate ſucceſs ; 
for a violent inflammation of the genitals enſued, and 
terminated in a gangrene, from which he with great 
difficulty eſcaped ; tor a part of the urethra, con- 
ſumed by the gangrene in two places, fell away ; and 
he ever after urined through a paſſage of the urethra 
then remaining in the perinzum. Theſe remedies 
act by an acrid ſtimulus, of a long continuation in 
the urinal paſſages ; as is demonſtrated by the caſe 
of this unhappy man, whoſe urine for four days, af- 
ter taking this balſam, diffuled a moſt intolerable 
ſtench ; he alſo diſcharged a thick, mucoſe, and 
copious ſediment, which is uſually cauſed by ta- 
king theſe more acrid diuretics, and ſometimes by 
the external application of bliſtering plaiſters, pre- 
pared with cantharides. It was alſo attended with a 
troubleſome ſtrangury, followed by a ſtrong inflam- 
matory pain in the peritoneum. | 

If 75 many evils reſulted from the imprudent uſe 
of ſuch remedies, by a ſound robuſt man of an ex- 
cellent conſtitution, how much more are they to be 
dreaded, if driven thus into the genitals of one la- 


bouring with a gonorrhea ? 


SECT, 


Sect. 1451. The VENEREAL DisEASE. 159 


SE C T. MCCCCLI. 


ND alſo caruncula, ſtrangury, corro- 

fion of the urethra, proſtatz, neck of 

the bladder, and ſeminal veſſels, which alſo 
are evils alike incident to women. 


The reaſon of the ſymptoms here recited may be 
eaſily collected from what was ſaid of the gonor- 
rhea in both ſexes in Sect. 1447 ; for the ſtrangury 
from the defect of the mucus lining the internal ſu- 
* of the urethra, may well be cauſed either 

y its own inflammation, or an ulcerous corroſion; 
then it was alſo ſaid, that the proſtatæ, the neck of 
the bladder, the ſeminal veſſels, and all their neigh- 
bouring parts, are ſometimes corroded in the worſt 
ſpecies of a gonorrhea. There only remains that 
ſomething be ſaid of the caruncula, which is often a 
moſt troubleſome evil, of whole nature and cure 
there is no unanimous opinion as yet, amongſt the 
moſt learned of the faculty. Many have taken the 
caruncula for luxuriant fleſh, and Sydenham in 
deſcribing the evils, which follow or accompany a go- 
norrhea, thus has it: Nonnunguam etiam, eroſa atque 
excoriata urethra jugi puris acrioris fluxu, natura, in 
carne nova vice jam deperditæ juſto occupatior, laxam 
guandam & ſpongioſam ſubſtituit, que, mole quotidie 
audta, & ſenſim indurata, caruncularum excreſcentiis 
ita meatum urinarium infercit, ut tandem lotio non de- 
tur exitus; que quidem carunculæ nibilo minus ex ul- 
ceribus fibi adnatis ichorem quemdam evomunt, & tum 
Medico crucem figunt inter curandum, tum agro magis 
ipſa morte timendum malum : ** Likewiſe the urethra 
« is excoriated and corroded by a flux of a great 
* quantity of the more acrid corruption. Nature now 

being 
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« being too attentive to the formation of new fleſh 
in the place of that which is deſtroyed, ſubſtituted 
„ that which is looſe and ſpongy, which daily in- 
s creaſes, and gradually hardened, fills up the paſ- 
<« ſage of the urethra with carunculæ, fo that no diſ- 


charge will be at length given to the urine : theſe 
% carunculz pour forth a certain fœtid matter from 


* ulcers bred in themſelves ; then the phyſician 
« ſtands aghaſt in treating them, and the patient is 


e threatened with a greater evil than death jitſelf.“ 


It eaſily appears, that by this luxuriant fleſh, the 
cavity of the urethra is rendered more narrow, and 
the free exit of the urine is impeded, and that like- 
wiſe a total ſuppreſſion of the urine may follow. 
Whilſt ſuch an evil is breeding, or not, yet fills the 
channel of the urethra, the urine flows not out in a 
full ftream as from ſound perſons ; but it alſo di- 
vides itſelf into a forked manner, or in two ſtreams 


like two threads, whilſt the urine by the force of the 


bladder contracting itſelf, and by the great endea- 
vours of the patient, is forced by the carunculæ, which 
in ſome degree ſtops up the paſſage. If the evil 
continues to increale, the urine only comes. out b 

drops, and is almoſt totally ſtopped by that obſtruc- 
tion. Some unhappy wretches endeavour to force 


their urine out by halting their breath, and fo exhi- - 


bit a moſt melancholy ſpectacle to the phyſicians. 
All theſe ſymptoms in the mean time demonſtrate an 
obſtruction of urine, by the obſtacle which cloſes the 
channel of the urethra, whether that obſtacle ſticks 
in that cavity, or whether it is beyond it; whilſt the 
neighbouring tumour, by preſſing the urethra di- 
miniſhes its cavity, or entirely ſhuts it up; often a 
difficulty of urine, or a total ſuppreſſion of it hath 
been obſerved from the ſwelling proſtatæ, though 
perhaps no obſtacle is found in the channel of the 
urethra : ſo a tumour was felt in the perineum of a 
ſoldier of fifty years of age, who had tried by va- 
rious remedies to diſcharge it; but it ſtill increaſed 
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to the magnitude of a hen's egg: that tumour ſo 
reprefſed the urethra, that after a dyſuria, and a 
ſtrangury, a deadly iſchuria followed ; a catheter 
could not be thruſt into the bladder, nor could the 
ſurgeon diſſolve che tumour, or empty the bladder, 
by all the art he uſed; from whence the patient 
died, after being a thouſand ways excruciated. Af- 
ter his death it appeared, that the proſtate were 
converted into a great abſceſs, filled partly with cor- 
ruption, and partly with blood, which Ker. that 
tumour “. | 5 5 

Skill might certainly have relieved this wretch. If 
a hard tumour is bred in that part, and can neither 
be diſſolved, ſuppurated, or removed by the hand 
of a ſurgeon, there ſcarcely remains any hope of a 
cure: 2 about the root of his. yard, above the. 
ſphincter of the bladder, a fleſhy hard tumour was 
diſcovered, equal in bigneſs to a hen's egg. When 
the tumour was cut through, the middle of it was 
found full of matter, white as plaſter ; the proſtatæ 
and ſeminal veſſels much hardened. Petit + avers, 
that he had three times found the ſwelling proſtate 
to have ſo compreſſed the neck of the bladder, that 
a total ſuppreſhon of urine followed : he alſo re- 
marks, that he found no caruncula's in twelve bo- 
dies he diſſected, after periſhing by a ſuppreſſion of 
urine. His account of this matter is very conciſe, 
but it is very likely that he ſuſpected the carunculæ 
of the urethra, were the cauſe of this iſchuria; be- 
fore the diſſection; or at leaſt he was willing to 
know whether the carunculæ were fo frequently to 
be * as they have been affirmed to be by many 

ons. 

But as the channel of the urethra may be girded 
by the cavernous body, (as before mentioned in 
Sect. 1447.) which is of a ſimilar nature to that of 
the cavernous bodies of the penis, and that the ve- 

Vol. XVII. 3 | . nereal 
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nereal contagion may penetrate theſe parts, and 
ſometimes produce a tumour, as is evident from ob- 
ſervation, eſpecially in the cavernous bodies of the 
penis; from hence ſome very ſkilful men of this 
1 began to think whether the cavernous 
ody of the urethra could not ſwell by a ſimilar 
cauſe, fo as the cavity of the channel might be re- 
markably diminiſhed or entirely ſtopped up: where- 
fore from hence they thought it might be alſo un- 
derftood, that the cavity of the urethra might appear 
tree after death, though ſhut up or ſtraĩtened du- 
ring life; for it did not ſeem abſurd to- them, that 
ſuch tumours ſhould ſubſide immediately after death. 
The celebrated furgeon Sharp“ propoſes this opi- 
nion as a pure hypotheſis, and contefles to be in- 
clined to believe it juſt; as it is certain, that in 
ſome caſes the channel of the urethra, which ap- 
peared obſtructed during lite, was found entircly 
open in a few hours after death. He believes this hy- 
potheſis confirmed by this ohſervation; that the 
mucoſe membrane of the noſtfils may fometimes ſo 
ſwell, that the noſtrils may be entirely ſtopped. 
Yet he confeſſes, that this cauſe of the obſtruction 
of urine, has not been as yet ſo evidently demon- 
ſtrated, ſo as that it may be conſidered as very com- 
mon, as ſome would have it. 

As the urethra, as betore faid, is placed in the 
inferior part of the penis, ſuch a tumour ſeems not 
difficult to be explored, by the fingers. The cele- 
brated Antonius Benevoli +, who with great repu- 
tation, taught and practiſed ſurgery in the hoſpital 
at Florence, called ſana maria nova, remarks, in 
his writing about the cauſe of an iſchuria, that the 
moſt of the ſkilful phyſicians of Tuſcany had been 
of opinion, that carunculæ or little ſwellings bred 
- abont the neck of the bladder, were the cauſe of a 
ſuppreſſion of urine, which ceaſes if theſe ſwellings 
* Critical Enquiry; &c. p. 166. 

+ Diſſertazioni, &c. Dillert, ii. p. 42, & ſeq, 


Set. 1451: The VENEREAL DisrasE: 163 


can be diſſolved ; or otherwiſe that the liberty of 
ejecting the urine is reſtored by the ſuppuration 
and purulent evacuation of the broken abſceſs : from 
whence they all directed their attention to this me- 
thod of cure. Benevoli acknowledges, that this opi- 
nion was not altogether approved by him, as a ca- 
theter could, with ſmall difficulty, be introduced 
into the bladder, ſo as to let out the retained urine ; 
which ſeemed almoſt an impoſſibility to him, if ſuch 
an obſtacle ſhould impede the ejection of urine from 
the bladder: hence he reſolved upon an enquiry 
into the cauſe of this diſeaſe in the bodies of thoſe 
who died by this iſchuria: and this man, moſt 
worthy of credit, affirms, that he never found even 
the ſhadow of ſuch a little ſwelling about the neck 
of the bladder, or in its neighbouring parts, in all the 
bodies he diſſected after dying of this evil in that 
nay hoſpital where he preſided ; but he conſtantly 
aw the internal ſuperficies of the bladder almoſt 
_ eraſed in all theſe dead bodies, and altogether dif- 
armed of the natural mucus, which defends it from 
the acrimony of the urine : he ſometimes alſo found 
ſome excoriation, either more or lefs, in that place of 
the bladder where the mucus was wanting} accord- 
ing as the diſeaſe had continued or not; ſo that after 
a long ſuppreſſion of urine, the internal membrane 
of the bladder was excoriated, and indeed ſometimes 
found turning black: he alſo ſaw the proſtatz not a 
little ſwell'd in ſome of theſe dead bodies, yet he 
never found them ſuppurated, or damaged in any 
other manner. | | 
This celebrated practitioner inclines to an opinion, 
from theſe obſervations, that this iſchuria is not bred 
by the caruncula, but is attendant upon the excort- 
ation of the internal membrane of the bladder; and 
the matter which flows out with the urine, by the in- 
troduction of a catheter, is not corruption, but a 
mucous which ſmears the internal ſuperficies of the 
bladder, with which blood is ſometimes mixed, which 
| | M 2 may 
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may proceed from the corroded veſſels of the bladder. 
But as he had obſerved, that the internal ſuperficies 
of che inteſtinum rectum was excoriated in thoſe bo- 
dies which died of a teneſmus, he believed that the 
perpetual ineſfectual inclination of making urine in 
an iſchuria, is bred from a ſimilar excoriation of the 
bladder: from hence the ſame very grievous pain in 
making urine, often follows after a teneſmus of the 
anus. The pain is ſometimes ſo exceſſive, and the 


urine ſo muddy, viſcous and bloody, that ſome phy- 


ficians ſuſpect it to proceed from a ſtone lurking in 
the bladder, as the caſe was in regard to a young 
man ſo affected; yet the exit of the diſeaſe taught 

them a contrary opinion. g 
It is indeed thus underſtood why the dyſuria or 
difficulty in making urine is formed; but it does not 
from hence follow, why the dyſuria, or total ſuppreſ- 
ſion of urine, ſhould be formed from ſuch an ex- 
coriation. An author underſtood and endeavoured 
to clear this difficulty in a difterent manner ; + but it 
does not plainly appear, that he was then able to 
rove his opinion by all his flighty arguments : for 
it ſeems that it may be concluded from the practical 
caſes which he alledges, that the excoriation of the 
bladder is the effect rather than the cauſe of the 
precedent iſchuria ; for whilſt the bladder is exceſ- 
fively diſtended by a total ſuppreſſion of urine, and 
the delayed urine becomes more acrid, it is no won- 
der that the bladder may be inflamed, ſuppurated, 
and excoriated, whilft the internal membrane ſhrinks 
back. I have ſeen ſome more ſuch caſes in the 
hiſtoria medica, which confirm what has been juſt 
how ſaid. As this author himſelf affirms, that he 
found the proſtatz in the greateſt ot of ſuch dead 
iſchuria may with 
more likelihood be attributed to this obſtacle. 
This at leaſt appears from what has been ſaid, = 
* Diflertazioni, &c. Diſſert. ii. p. 44. | 

+ Ibidem, p. 43. 
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the caruncula is not ſo often in the urethra as it is 
believed to be; for Morgagni * obſerved ſome ſigns 
of a former ulcer in the urethra of an aſthmtic 
body. Aderant tres quatuorve chordulz, albæ, tendi- 
nee, in tranſverſum ductæ, non valde prominentes, nec 
uſquam ſe ab interna urethre membrana ſejungentes. 
Erat intra bas chordulas interſtitium ;, tum, medio ferme 
inter primam & ultimam loco, urethra ſe tanto ſpatio, 
quantum duo circiter occupaſſent tranſverſi digiti, co- 
arctabat, ut ibi, dimidio propemodum, quam ' ſupra, 
aut infra, eſſet anguſiior : ** There were three or 
« four little white ſtrings ſtretched acroſs, but nor 
“ projecting much, nor ſeparating themſelves any 
& where from the internal membrane of the urethra : 
&« there was a diſtance between theſe cords ; between 
« the firſt and the laſt they took up about a finger's 
« breadth in the urethra, which ſo contracted. itſelf 
“ in the ſpace they occupied, that it was almoſt as 
narrow again in that part as above or below.” 
But the ſtrings in the cavity of the urethra projected 
in the ſame place, ſo that a ſpecillum or probe could 
not paſs, either from the glans upwards, or through 
the cut urethra, where the proſtatæ terminate down- 
wards : yet he mentions no growing carnoſity, which 
certainly could not eſcape the ſight of ſo reputed an 
anatomiſt, if it had been there. 

This cauſe of the dyſuria and iſchuria, depen- 
dant only on the ſtricture of the . urethra, appears 
very frequently; and a — ſurgeon be- 
lieves it to be the moſt frequent of all other cauſes; 
and that ſometimes it only takes up a ſmall place in 
the urethra; ſometimes grows to a conſiderable 
length, frequently in three or four different places; 
ms that ſuch a conſtriction is ſufficient to produce 
all thoſe evils which are wont to be attributed to the 
increaſing carnoſity of the urethra. 


M3 It 


* De ſedibus & cauſis morbor. tom. II. p. 197, 198. 
+ Sharp's Critical enquiry, &c. P 143. &. 
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It is certain, that a great contraction in the mem- 
branous parts of the body ſometimes produces ob- 
ſtinate and difficult diſeaſes. Sharp“ ſaw the inteſti- 
num rectum ſo contracted about the anus, in four 
perſons, that the cavity of that inteſtine did not ex- 
ceed the diameter of a gooſe's quill in one of theſe 
patients; the ſcars remaining from wounds and ulcers 
healed, often leave ſuch a contraction for ſome weeks 
and months; hence it will ſe:m no wonder, that 
Juch contractions of the urethra frequently occur 
after one or more often-repeated gonorrheas: but 
it ſeems wonderful, that ſuch an evil ſhould occur, 
after a gonorrhea many years healed. They begin by 
making water with trouble, which gradually aug- 
ments; the urine flows out like a ſmall thread, and 
ſometimes runs into a double or: forked ftream : if 
proper remedies are not ſoon applied, a total ſup- 
preſſion of urine follows, particularly in thoſe who in- 
dulge themſelves more freely with women and wine: 
it is known how much all theſe parts may ſwell 
whilit the veins are puffed up by the yeſterday's 
wine. Perhaps a ſlight impediment, formed in the 
- urethra, which might be borne without any damage, 
will ſtop the channel, whereby the neighbouring veſ- 
ſel ſuddenly ſwelling, the urethra is inflamed and the 

channel ſtraitened. It is to be-remarked, that the pain 
js in ſuch a caſe diminiſhed, if the contracted ure- 
thra is dilated by a leaden pencil, or a bougie; for 
the pain and ſtrangury are mitigated, and the pa- 
tient can retain his urine, much longer. Sharp + 
wondered that he had diminiſhed the pain by an 
- extenſion of that contracted: channel; but he ob- 
ſerved, that the ſame happened in other kinds of 
contractions. From a ganglion placed under the 
ligament of the wriſt, may proceed a contraction of 
the fingers (which uſually happens); fo that the tops 
of the fingers, or the palms of the hands are op- 
147 . Ws g ES preſſęd 
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preſſed with great pains, which diminiſh in the ſame 

proportion as the fingers are extended, and heid 1n 
that poſition by a proper bandage : ſuch an exten- 
ſion ought to be gradually made, and not at one and 
the ſame time, as may be eaſily underſtood. Hence 
alſo thicker inſtruments ſhould be ſucceſſively uſed, 

in the dilatation of the urethra. After the fingers are 
entirely extended, the pain ceaſes, but returns when 
the fingers are let looſe, and they ipontaneoully be- 
gin to be contracted again. 

But as ſuch patients felt ſo ſudden relief from the 
dilatation of the urethra, it cannot be believed, that 
a ſuppuration could be excited in fo ſhort a time in 
the urethra; ſo as to conſume the obſtacle lurking 
in the channel, or remarkably diminiſh uit; and 
moreover, the trangury will immediately return 
when theſe dilating inſtruments are withdrawn. © It 
appears therefore, that this alteration is to be attri- 
buted to the ſuſtentation of the fibres, which are 
forced into a ſtrong contraction. 

From theſe and r many more ſuch like obſervations, 
ſome. have believed, that carunculæ were never in 
the channel of the urethra ; as fo many other cauſes 
are known, which may produce all theſe evils which 
are uſually attributed to theſe carunculæ. I have 


read the famous Daran'sò collection for the cure of 


theſe diſeaſes, with deferved attention. Sharp ＋ in- 
deed believed, that it ſeldom happened that the ca- 
runculæ are alone in the venereal iſchuria, but for the 
moſt part have theſe attendant ſymptoms, ftricture of 
the urethra. callous ſcars, protuberances of the cor- 
pus ſpongioſum of the urethra, (which certainly be- 
long or relate to the carnous excreſcences); and yet 
he confeſſes to have ſeen carunculæ in the urethra, 

but of ſo ſmall a ſize, that they did not exceed the 
Head of a ſmall pin; from hence they ſcarcely ſeem 
M 4 able 


* Obſeryat. Chirurg. ſur les maladies de Purethre. 'Difeours 
Prelim. p. 30, &c. 
Critical Enquiry, &c. p. 169, 161, 
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able to ſtop up the channel of tha urethra, unleſs 
that ſome other cauſes are alſo acceſſary thereunto: 
he alſo believes, that the carunculæ, as being of ſo 
ſmall a ſize, were neglected by thoſe who ſearched 
for the cauſe of the iſchuria in dead bodies, eſpe- 
cially as they expected to find each of them grown 
into a fleſhy lump, of far greater growth, and ſo 
denied or contradicted their exiſtence: it is alſo very 
likely, that thoſe fungous bodies were fallen together 
after death, and were greatlydiminiſhed of their bulk, 
as it was obſerved in Sect. 1423, where the ſigns of 
the ſtone in the bladder are treated of; it may be ſeen, 
that the internal ſuperficies of the hladder is ſome- 
times beſieged by growing carnoſities, different in 
ſize; and as the urethra ſeems to be produced by a 
continuation of ſubſtance, almoſt from the ' neck of 
the bladder, it is not wonderful that ſuch evils ſhould 
happen in the channel of the urethra : but Sharp 
obſerved, that ſuch growing carnoſities, though 
ſmall, had produced great pain in the urethra of a 
virgin; they occupied the orifice of the urinal paſ- 
ſage, and for many months excruciated her with the 
moſt intolerable pain, which did not ceaſe till the 

were all extirpated : he adds, that he diſſected ſome 
urethras in which the carunculæ were manifeſtly 
found, but he alſo found ſome other impediments 
in ſome urethras; in one he found a filament placed 
acroſs the channel of the urethra, near the veru- 
montanum, which totally obſtructed the entrance 
of the catheter into the bladder; from whence 
the iſchuria was rendered mortal. He ſaw many 
more ſuch filaments in another body, all grown to- 
gether by one extremity to the membrane. of the 
urethra, whilſt the other ends fluctuated in freedom; 
yet one of theſe was nine twelfths of an inch long, 
and adhered to the urethra by both its ends; its 
courſe ran parallel to the axis of the channel. There 
occured in a third body a {mall growth of fleſh, re- 
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ſembling one of the valvulæ tricuſpides of the 
heart. 

Theſe carunculz cannot be perceived by the eye 
in living bodies, except when they adhere near the 
orifice of the urethra : it happened that I twice ſaw 
ſuch a caruncula. A youth of twenty-two years of 
age, had laboured under a gonorrhea, of which he 
was ſo cured, that no traces of the diſorder remained ; 
in ſome weeks after, he came to me for advice, 
ſhewing a little fungous lump of grown fleſh, abour 
the diſtance of one twelfth of an inch from the ori- 
fice of the urethra, and as it were ſpringing from it, 
but it was of the colour of that part to which it ad- 
hered. I touched this caruncula with ſome lapis in- 
fernalis, then ſtopped my hand whilſt it grew black, 
and the pain quickly ſubſided, without any other 
inconvenience : as it theg but partly tell off by this 
manner of ſearing, I touched it a ſecond time with 
the lapis infernalis, and entirely burned it away. 
But that I ſhould be careful leſt the caruncula, thus 
ſeared by this cauſtic, ſhould immediately touch the 
oppoſite {ide of his urethra, I held the orifice of the 
urethra for ſome months dilated, and fomented the 
part, touched with the cauſtic, with a little ſponge 
wet with warm water, in which I had diluted a few 
drops of oil of tartar per deliquium. It is well known, 
that the lapis infernalis deſtroys the fungous fleſh in 
an inſtant ; hence a light momentary touch is ſuffi- 
cient : but the oil of tartar per deliquium is to be 
_ diluted with much water, fo that it may be rendered 
more mild, as that it may not have power to irri- 
tate it, whilſt it draws to itſelf the concentrated acid 
of nitre, (which being united with the pureſt of fil- 
ver, conſtitutes the lapis infernalis) ; which being 
done, the ſilver remains, from which there is nothing 
to be feared. | 

In ſome months after, this ſame y man con- 
tracted a gonorrhea by impure venery, of which he 


was happily cured, yet a treſh caruncula ſprung up 
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in the ſame place, and he was again cured by the 
ſame method : that ſo terrified him, that he after- 
wards lived chaſte and free from all evils of this 
nature. | 
It ſometimes happens, that the channel of the 
urethra, eſpecially about the orifice of it, is beſieged 
with venereal warts, which are diſtinguiſhed from ca- 
runculæ, becauſe they are harder and more callous : it 
does not appear, whether ſuch warts adhere more 
deeply into the urethra or not ; yet if they certainly 
did, they in. like manner may create an impediment 
of urine, as the carunculæ do, and perhaps a 
greater, as ſuch warts bred in the glans, and the in- 
ternal parts of the prepuce, grow to a large ze. I 
have ſet down another obſervation in Sect. 2372, 
of a young man labouring with a virulent gonor- 
rhea, who, after a ſtrong mercurial purge, conſiſt- 
ing of Turbith minerali, Scammonei, Reſina Fallape, 
was not only much relieved with regard to the gonor- 
rhea, but from many warts beſieging the orifice of the 
urethra, which became flabby and wrinkled, then 
fell off in a few days after: I confeſs, that I hope 
to reap great ſucceſs, by the application of ſuch a 
remedy in ſuch cafes. I think I have ſeen ſome lit- 
tle flabby pieces of ſkin diſcharged with the urine, 
after the uſe of this remedy ; theſe refembled the 
wrinkled venereal warts; yet, as I have but once 
- obſerved this, I am not willing to affirm any thing 
relative to it for certain. 5 

It is indeed manifeſt from what has been ſaid, 
that the dyſuria and iſchuria are not always occa- 
ſioned by growing carnoſities, but that they and 
many other cauſes may produce the ſame evils: but 
we ſee that many phyſicians and ſurgeons, had com- 
monly thought of the carunculæ alone, and had di- 
rected every method of extirpating or curing them 
formerly : but as they knew how to repreſs the fun- 
geous fleſh of wounds and ulcers by the external ap- 
plication of drying remedies, and thus as 59 
- ume 
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ſume them by theſe corroſive applications ; they from 
thence thought of applying ſuch like remedies to the 
carunculæ of the urethra ; yet they have not been 
ſollicitous enough to fortify the whole and ſound 
parts againſt the action of corroſives : ſo Pareus * 
adyiſes, that a leaden cylinder, pointed and rough, 
for about a fingers breadrh, at the end like a round 
file, be thruſt into the urethra beyond the carunculz, 
and then be worked ſo as that theſe grown carno- 
ſities may be deſtroyed and rubbed away : he would 
have this done ſomewhat roughly, that a remarkable 
hemorrhage may follow, which he commends for 
emptying. the ſhifted veſſels; and he deſcribes a cut- 
ting inſtrument, which can with ſafery be introduced 
along the urethra, unto the carunculæ; then he or- 
ders the penis to be preſſed againſt the cutting point 
of this inſtrument, that ſo the carunculæ may be 
taken away: he alſo orders by another method, that 
ſome acrid and corroſive powders be injected to the 
carunculæ, ſuch as that of ſabina, antimonium, &c. 
likewiſe adviſes, that verdigris, auripigmentum, and 
vitriolum Romanum be applied; yet he cautions not 
the operator to touch but the fungous fleſh only, 
- with theſe corroſives, that the reſt of the ſuperficies 
of the urethra may remain free. 

Some others being afterwards confident of this 
method, imitated it; ſo we read that + Solingins, 
being conſulted by a man whole urethra was almoſt 
entirely fill'd with malignant callous excreſcences, 
immiſerit in illam ſpecillum incurvatum argenteum, un- 
dique crenis five inciſuris tuſum, cujus opt, quamvis non 
fine ingenti dolore, tantum ibidem effecit ſpatium, ut 
illico urinam quodammodo readiderit miſer : * he thruſt 
a filver crooked probe, which was notched or 
« hacked every where, into the urethra ; then he, 
+ by the aſſiſtance of this inſtrument, though not 
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<*« without great pain, made ſuch an opening there 
« as could immediately permit the wretch, in ſome 
< meaſure, to make water.” He afterwards attempt- 
ed to conſume theſe calloſities with remedies, but in 
vain ; from whence he cut the whole length of the 
| urethra, except the glans; conſumed the whole cal- 
lous ſubſtance with a corroding remedy ; then ſewed 
up the urethra with ſmall filver needles, as is uſually 
done in the cure of a hare-Jip : but he alſo thruſt 
in a {mall flexible catheter, during the time of the 
cure, to afford a free paſſage to the urine. Though 
this man had ſuffered ſuch excruciating pains, he at- 
terwards impudently boaſted, that the knotty ſcars 
in his penis rendered him more pleaſing than before 
to the Italian proſtitutes. | 
Nobody will eaſily imitate this cure, which re- 
uires ſo many diſſections of the urethra; and that 
Kill leſs, which is attempted by corroſives injected 
through the whole urethra to the place where the 
' obſtacle lies: the uſe of corroſives can never be ſafe, 
unleſs the eyes can direct the hand. How many 
evils are to be feared, when ſuch-like methods of 
cure are attempted by empirics or quacks, whoſe 
impudence equals their mot —_— Ignorance ! 
A famous ſurgeon,* who flouriſhed about the end of 
the laſt century, ſaw many ſuch patients miſerably 
periſh by thoſe methods, even in twenty-four hours 
after the bougie was introduced, with a corroding 
remedy, into the urethra : but as that author be- 
lieved, that no caruncula was ever found in the 
cavity of the urethra, he placed one only hope in 
the dilatation of the urethra, by Bougies thruſt in, 
radually and ſucceſſively thickening, and a long 
time kept there ; whilſt ar the ſame time thoſe who 
rendered themſelves thus obnoxious to torture, led 
ſober lives; for it is obſerved, that ſuch evils will 
ek become 


* Saviard nouveau Recueil d'obſervat. Cnirurg. No. 74. 
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become more violent again, whilſt the unwary in- 
dulge themſelves with women and cheer. 

Some more prudent ſurgeons, who deviſed a me- 
thod of conſuming theſe filthy excreſcences in the 
urethra with milder remedies, and more caution in 
the application of them, have attempted this mat- 
ter : they explored the urethra with a thicker wax 
candle, or a bougie, until they touched the obſtacle 
to the freedom of urine ; they meaſured the length 
which entered the urethra, and fo determined the 
place exactly where the evil adhered. If any more 
ſuch obſtacles were there, they can be diſtinguiſhed 
by either taking out the bougie, or dipping it deeper 
into the urethra. 

But as the wax, of which theſe bougies are pre- 

ared, may ſometimes be brittle, before the heat of 
blood ſoftens it, and as the urethra running through 
the inferior part of the penis is expoſed to the am- 
bient air, it ſometimes happens, that the wax is 
broken; from hence the wick remaining entire, in 
that place where it formed an angle, can hardly be 
withdrawn without ſome damage; for this reaſon, 
the ſurgeons, in the ſixteenth century, rolled a can- 
dle in the thinneſt and oldeſt cloth.“ At this day, as 
it is well known, wax candles are ſcarcely uſed, but 
tents of rolled linen and 1 ſteeped in me- 
dical preparations like a plaſter, are applied, which 
cannot break, but always can be drawn out whole. 

They anointed the end of ſuch a candle with the 
very remedy they hoped to ſucceed with in the con- 
ſumption or * e, of the obſtruction of urine, 
either by a light corroſion or a ſuppuration; and 
whilſt they endeavoured at this, they were alſo care- 
ful, that ſuch a corroding remedy ſhould not irritate 


the reſt of the internal ſuperficies of the urethra. 


Some others thruſt a ſilver tube into the cavity of 
the urethra, to where the evil or obſtacle lies, and 
then thruſt a ſmaller candle, or one of theſe tents, 


with 


* Aftruc de Morbis Vener. tom, II. p. 817. 
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with the end dipped in the corroding remedy, 
through the tube; ſuch an ointment is deſcribed * 
to. be compoſed rather of drying than acrid corro- 
ding remedies; ſuch as, Ceruſſam, Tutiam, Lithar- 
gyrium, Antimonit pollinis, &c. opium allo being 
added, that the ſenſibility of the place affected 
may be diminiſhed : theſe may ſuffice, and by theſe 
the fungous grown fleſh, which formed ſuch an ob- 
ſtacle, may be alſo diminiſhed. So the cure was 
continued per 15, 18, aut 20 dies, juxta mali magnti- 
tudinem, & prout carnoſitas videbatur aperiri, ac in 
pus reſolvi, ** during 15, 18, or 20 days, according 
« to the violence of the complaint; and ſo the car- 
2 noſity was ſeen to open and diſſolve into corrup- 
« tion ; for ſuch a cure cannot be perfected more 
ſafely, then by a kind ſuppuration. Cum autem vi- 
debis, urinam libere & facile reddi, pauco pure turba- 
tam tunc oportebit, primum unguentum griſeum (quod 
nempe Ceruſſam, Tuliam, Fc. continet) a candela toi- 
lere; fed illines candelam totam ſecundo unguento (quod 
ex unguento roſats Galeni, albo- Rhaſis camphorato, & 
pomato fine ſpeciebus, paratur), continuando odo aut 
decem dies, quouſque pus non amplius effluat cum can- 
dela, nec ullus dolor inter mejendum percipiatur, quo 
tempore abſtinendum erit a remeaits.: 4 But when 
you ſee the urine troubled with but little corrup- 
< tion, and freely flowing out, lay aſide the uſe of 
| < this firſt ointment, (compoſed of ceruſſa tutium, 
| « &c.) but you muſt anoint the whole candle in 

this ſecond ointment, (which is compoſed of un- 

e guentum, roſatum Galeni, album Rhaſis campho- 
e ratum, and pomatum fine ſpeciebus): this is to be 
| continued for cight or tea days; after which, if no 
| * more corruption will come out with the candle, 
% nor any pain be felt in urining, then it will be 
6 time to ule no more remedies.“ 


It 


| Aftruc de Morbis Vener. tom, II. P. 2 
lbidem. | 
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It plainly appears, that an open field has been left 


to men ſkilled in this art, by divers methods to at- 
tempt the cure of this moſt painful iſchuria, which 


often follows a repeated gonorrhea, and often returns 


to many perſons who believed themſelves entirely 

cured and free from this evil. | 
Other prudent phyſicians and ſurgeons wiſhed 
for nothing more than to find out a method and 
remedies by which theſe obſtacles of the urethra 
might be eradicated, without any great damage to the 
channel of it, and without thoſe moſt malignant 
ſymptoms, which were ſo often the reſult of impru- 
dent trials of cure, and often threatened the loſs of 
life to the patient; they ſought for efficacious but 
yet iafe remedies ; they ſcarcely hoped to be able to 
perfect a cure without ſome pain, and farther damage 
attending it; yet an exceſs of theſe ought to be 
avoided fo far, as that no dangerous inflammation 
may be the conſequence : but as it is ſo often ſuſ- 
pected, that the contagion of the venereal diſeaſe 
lurks in theſe evils, it 1s no wonder, that mercury, 
and all its various preparations, were apphed to that 
place affected in the urethra, that it might be healed, 
not only by an internal but a local application alſo 
of theſe remedies and ſuch like. Alexander Trojanus 
Petronius *, who wrote of the Lues two centuries 
ago, commended the application of red precipitate 
der, for conſuming the carunculæ in the ure- 
thra ; but he alſo affirmed, that the common preci- 
pitate ſold in ſhops, and compoſed of quickſilver 
and aqua-fortis decocted to a dryneſs, can hardly be 
applied without danger, as it may contain a con- 
centrated acid of nitre; whereby it is ſtrongly corro- 
ſive: from whence he recommends a precipitate 
made of quicklilver without any additional acrids, 
but mixt with gold or filver that hath been a long 
while digeſted ; then he adds, At ſi verum eft, (ut 
a quibuſdam accipio), ex ſolo ipſo argento vivo, abſque 
ulla 

2 Aphrodiſiac. p. 1354, 1355. 
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ulla alia mixtura, confici- poſſe, id profetto & omnibus 
antiponi debet, & minime omnium dolore afficiet. 
Neque nos deterreat, quod iidem d:cant, id egere longiſ- 
| imo temporis ſpatio, ut puta decem pluriumque menſium, 
| & fumma tum cura tum diligentia; hoc enim, quominus 
paretur, impedire quidem poleſt; ſed, ubi paratum eſt, 
ll | magis quam alia profit, non poteſt : ©* But if it be 
| « true (as J have it from certain perſons) that that 
4 precipitate can be perfectly formed of quickſilver 
only, without any other mixtures, it muſt be pre- 
c ferable to all others, as it will alſo cauſe the leaſt 
| “ pain: nor ſhould it deter us, becauſe theſe ſame 


« 3 ſay, that its preparation requires a very 
0 


« Jong ſpace of time, ſuch as for ten or more months, 


| « and with the greateſt care and diligence : this may 

{ « indeed impede its being prepared; when fully 

| “ prepared, then it is more effectual than all others.” 
And ſtill all theſe laborious mercurial preparations, 
though attended with leſs acrimony than thoſe com- 
poſed of the ſpirituous acids are not yet totally void, 
of acrimony; as I have ſaid upon another occaſion, 
in Sect. 135, No. 4. 

T hey who boaſted of being the. moſt happily ſuc- 
ceſsful in curing theſe evils, concealed their ſecret. 
So by the teſtimonies of Trincavellus and Alexan- 
der Maſſaria, one Peter, a native of France, was 
celebrated as the molt ſkilful in Venice, at extirpa- 
ting theſe carunculæ, as his ſon alſo was after him: 

he thruſt bougies, when he had anointed their tops 
with certain corroding medicines, into the urethra; 
then, in the ſame manner, uſed another remedy for 
healing and cicatrizing the wound in the urethra, The 
duke of Parma obtained this ſecret, who commu- 
nicated it to the grandfather of Franciſcus Roncallus 
a phyſician of Breſcia : this unguentum conſiſted of 
one part of Ceruſſa Camphorata, and two parts of 
unguentum de tutia Vigents, to which, when mixed to- 
gether, was added ſuch a quantity of red precipt- 
tate, finely ground, as was ſufficient to _ 
| | W 
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whole maſs with its colour.* It would have been 
certainly more prudent to limit the quantity of the red 
precipitate by an accurate weight, than by the colour 
of the mals, whole intenſeneſs may be thus altoge- 
ther varied. 

We read that Henry the fourth, king of France 
and Navarre, laboured under a ſtrangury and dyſu- 


ria during eight years, + both which were followers 


of a former gonorrhea and it is ſaid, that he was 
cured alſo by this method in the ſpace of five weeks. 
The powder, whoſe preparation remained a ſecret, 
was mixed with treſh butter, which Loyſeau, the 
king's phyſician, Jaid on the caruncula of the ure- 
thra, by the help of a little pipe, very tenderly in 
the evening, then waſhed jt out of the urethra the 
next morning with milder remedies ; and fo he went 
on until the caruncula was conſumed, then applied 
remedies for bringing it to an eſchar, &c. But though 
this phyſician was a gentleman by birth, a deſerving 
compleat man, and deſtitute of a fon to whom he 
might leave his ſecrets as an inheritance, he ſtill 


left thoſe remedies he uſed unrevealed. Uſque adeo | 


magnam vim conſuetudo obtinet in pleriſque, ut ea, qui» 
bus aſſueviſſe olim fructuoſum fuit, pergant agere, etiam 
dum ſibi nullus inde fruftus futurus eft : © Cuſtom 
<« has ſuch power over moſt men, that they will con- 
<« tinue to do or attend to thoſe things which uſed 
<« to be profitable to them, even when it is impoſſi- 
<« ble that they ſhould receive any farther advantage 
C from them. 4 
Others applied different remedies to heal the ca- 
runculas ot the urethra; they moſtly mixed crude, 
or quick mercury, or a mercurial preparation of a 
milder nature; white precipitate, mercurius dulcis, 
&c. All praiſed their own remedies, and affirmed, 
that they had ſeen the moſt proſperous effects of 
them. Some others cloſely concealed their ſecret 
Vol. XVII. N methods 


* Aſtruc de Morbis Vener. tom. II. lib. vi. p. 761, 
7 Ibidem, lib. vii. p. $97, Þ Ibidem, p. 898. 
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methods of cure, leſt they ſhould be greatly cheap- 
ened, and Jeſt the gains expected from them ſhould 


be diminiſhed by revcaling them: it would be over 


tedious to ſearch anxiouſly into all theſe, nor would 
the utility perhaps compenſate the tireſome labour. 
It may ſuffice to mention ſome ſpecimens, ſuch as 
of the candles or bougies which Jacobus Daran uicd. 
He formerly attended both in the emperor's army 
and hoſpitals ; he afterwards had the honour of be- 
ing received ſurgeon to the king of France, where 
his chief operations conſiſted in the cure of the ca- 
runculas in the urethca, and he publiſhed a treatiſe * of 
a new method of curing theſe evils. I have atten- 


tively read that work, and collected the following 


matter from thence. 


The tents or candles, ſo called, terminate in a 
point from a larger baſe ; they are flexible, or are at 
feat ſo ſoftened by the heat of the urethra, that they 
may acquire a due flexibility, and be commodiouſly 
worn by the patients. 

The effect is, to excite a ſuppuration in the ure- 
thra, and by that to diſſolve and conſume the fun- 
gous fleſhy excreſcences and warts, but without any 
corroſion : beſides, by the uſe of theſe, there comes 
a flux of gonorrheal matter forth, which is yellow 
turning to a green, (whoſe ſupprefſion he ſtated to 
have given birth to theſe evils) it renews and almoſt 


returns as a recent one : from hence he chiefly proves, 


that the patient, in that ſtage of a cure, will in- 
fect a woman if he lies with her. 
Theſe tents are ſaid to have this wonderful effect, 
that they act not on the ſound parts of the urethra, 
but only on thoſe places of it where the obſtacles, di- 
miniſhing the cavity of the urethra, adhere, and fo 
are conſumed by the ſuppuration produced therein; 
from whence if they are alſo thruſt into the urethra 
of a ſound man, they will in no wile operate, as they 
want a corroding power; nor do they yet excite any 
OT DO Oy 
* Obſervat. Chirurg ſur les maladies de Vurethre, &c. 
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pain in the diſeaſed, though their action is ſo quick, 
that in three or four hours after they are applied, 
the corruption will begin to come forth, 

Beſides, it is proved, that a ſchirrous hardnefs 
may be diffolved in the ſame manner ; yet it appears, 
that this does not always ſucceed, as the author ac- 
knowledges, that he could not diffolve a ſcirrhous 
hardneſs occupying the bulb of the urethra. 

There 1s no regimen of diet preſcribed during the 
time of the cure; few or no remedt:es are inwardly 
taken, for the whole cure is expected from a local 
application of this remedy, it the place affected 
can be touched by it. Where the cure is notwith- 
ſtanding protracted beyond its uſual time, then the 
author confeſſes, that the venereal virus muſt be {till 
extirpated by a ſpeciſic remedy. 

The cure by theſe candles will take up the time 
of thirty or forty days, and 1s ſometimes prolonged 
to two or three months, and longer yet in more dit- 
ficult caſes. | 

Bougizs of a different efficacy are applied in thi 
cure, on account of the diverſity of the evil which 
they are to take away; yet, though no pain is uſually 
excited by this remedy, the author ſtill acknowledges, 
that ſome anodyne candles are put into the urethra 
to abate the pain produced there by the firſt. It 
ſometimes happens, in the beginning of the cure, 
that the bougie cannot be thruſt deep enough into 
the urethra, whilſt it meets the principal obſtacle ad- 
hering there ; whence being, by the efficacy of this 
remedy, removed, the bougie is thruſt tarther in un- 
til it meets a new obſtacle ; which is in like manner 
removed, until the whole length of the urethra be- 
comes tree, and until no more corruption comes 
out, or is oblerved to adhere to the bougic, after a 
long ſtay in the urethra ; for fo the certainty of a 
complete cure may be conceived, without any fear of 
a relapſe. But as the author ſtates the power of the 
remedy to be lo very active in that place where the ob- 

N 2 ſtruction 
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ſtruction of urine adheres to the urethra, and not in 
the ſound remaining ſuperficies of it; he imagines 
from hence, that he can diſtinguiſh the length and 
breadth of the place affected, on the bougie when 
drawn out, by the corruption ſtill ſticking on that 
part of it which was more contiguous to the morbid 
_ obſtacle. Some other men, famous in this art, were 
acher of opinion, that the internal ſuperficies of the 
W is ſo ſenſibly irritated by the application of 
the bougie, that the quantity of natural mucus ma 
be increaſed and ſmear the cavity of the urethra, 10 
that what ſticks to the bougie, by a long delay in 
the urethra, ſhould not be taken for corruption, but 
for a natural mucus copiouſly diſcharged. Daran 
ſolves this difficulty, by the following argument : 
he particularly affirms, that a bougie introduced into 
the urethra of a found man, who never laboured 
under a gonorrhea, and there left for four hours, 
will be altogether clean when drawn out; then, if 
the ſame bougie be thruſt into the urethra of a man 
having a gonorrhea, and there left during the like, 
or yet leſs time, the ſuperficies of it will be covered 
with thick matter; which ſhould equally happen 
from a ſound man, if that matter, thus ſticking to 
the bougir, had been a natural mucus copiouſly 
purged by the irritation of the bougie ſticking in the 
urethra : | beſides; he remarks, that the whole ambit 
of the bougie would be then touched by that mucus : 
no, truly, but that part alone which was contiguous 
to the place affected, which he boldly affirms to be 
a conſtant fact. 
Samuel Sharp *, famous in the art of ſurgery, con- 
feſſes, with his uſual candour, that Daran's argu- 
ments are very weighty ; yet he ſuſpects that theſe 
experiments were not frequently enough repeated on 
found men, who never laboured under a gonorrhea, 


This 


** Ones Inquiry into the preſent ſtate of ſurgery, p. 134 
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This ſeems to be proved from the words of Daran, 
+ who ſays, he has proved this truth by an experi- 
ment, which he promiſes himſelf a repetition of as 
often as thereafter required : he afterwards adds, 
that that experiment ſeems to be but of little uſe to 
him, as the truth of the aſſertion may ſufficiently 
appear in that other, by which, as he affirms, the 
corrupted matter only adhered to that part of the 
bougie which touched the obſtacle in the urethra. 
That Sharp“ might till elucidate this doubt, he 
perſuaded ſome lads, from twelve to twenty years 
of age, to ſuffer the bougie to be introduced into their 
urethras; which, when afterwards drawn out, had a 
quantity of matter ſticking to it, ſtill greater from 
ſome than from others : but Sharp was ſure that none 
of theſe, on whom he tried this experiment, ever 
had a gonorrhea. He left theſe bougies in the ure- 
thra, ſome fix, five, four, or three hours. The 
author does not inqeed deſcribe the remedies, of 
which theſe bougies, which he uſed, were compoſed, 
for he ſimply calls them Candelulas Mercuriales : but 
he could not conceive how the corruption could be, 
in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, produced in the ſound 
urethra ; from whence he concluded, that the mat- 
ter ſticking to the bougie, was not an ulcerous cor- 
ruption, but a natural mucus diſcharged more copi- 
ouſly by the irritation of the bougie: but it may be 
oppoſed, that Daran's bougie was of far greater eſ- 
ficacy, as it produced no new corruption in the ſpace 
of a few hours, but drew out the corruption lurkin 
in the covered ulcer, cleared the ulcerous place, x, 
healed it after it was, by this ſuppuration and ex- 
cited flux, torally purified from the venereal virus. 
That Sharp might clear up this difficulty, he was cer- 
tain, that he had by chance acquired a bougie, com- 
poſed by Daran's method, which he tried in a ſound 


N 3 ure- 
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urethra, but it produced the ſame effect as his own 
bougies did in the firſt experiments of them. 
But as Daran diſperſed emiffaries to diſtribute his 
bougies through the greateſt cities of Europe, it was 
not difnicult to try or compare them. From hence it 
may be juſtly concluded, that the ſtate of an ulcer 
in the urethra, cannot be proved by the flowing of 
mucus or matter from the urethra, after the appli- 
cation of the bougie, as it may happen in the moſt 
ſound of body. | 
That excellent man, Sharp, has certainly been 
very beneficial to mankind, in making theſe ex- 
periments upon ſound. perſons free from all ſuſ- 
icions of a venereal contagion. It is but too well 
3 that many who in their youth have gratified 
their deſires with furtive venery, are perpetually tor- 
mented with fear, that a fomes of the venereal con- 
tagion ſtill lurks maſked in ſome part of the body, 
which may break out and be active after a long 
courfe of years. Some noiſy _.men cheriſh this fear, 
and eaſily perſuade theſe unhappy perſons that they 
muſt undergo a ſalivation, though not even the leaſt 
trace of the diſeaſe appears, that they may be deli- 
vered of that fear. A rumour was afterwards ſpread 
abroad, that not only the moſt malignant conſe- 
quences of a gonorrhea were certainly cured by theſe 
bougies, but that it could alſo in a few hours be diſ- 
covered by the application of a bougie, whether that 
poiſonous fomes, which may afterwards turn to a 
ate of vigour, lurked in the body or not. Many 


Rem uſed theſe bougies that they might be freed 


rom all that dread ;. for Daran“ abſolutely affirmed, 
that his bougie left in the urethra of a found man, 


* 


during its due time, would be entirely clean, ſo that 


not the leaſt particle of gliding or adhering ſtrange 
matter could be. perceptible to the ſharpeſt eye on 
the bougie when drawn out. Sens que Pei le plus fir 

5 puiſſe 
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puiſſe £appercevoir, quaucune liqueur etrangere Sy ſort 
attachee. How alarming muſt a man's fears be, who 
tries this bougie upon himſelf after a former gonor- 
rhea. eſpecially when he finds a mucous ſtring on it 
when drawn out! he certainly will think himſelf in- 
fected; and yet more ſo, if he finds ſuch a mucous 
matter, but in one or two places only, and not ad- 
hering to the whole ambit of the bougie. 

But if what has been ſaid of the fabrick of the 
urethra, in Sect. 1447, be conſidered, it will plainly 
appear, that this may happen, as ſome wider ori- 
fices of the excretory ducts will open in the cavity 
of the urethra; theſe being dilated, and ſometimes 
corroded after a gonorrhea, diſcharge a greater quan- 
tity of mucus upon the injected bougie, in that place 
where they touch it. Something will again be ſaid 
of this matter in Sect. 1459, where the cure of the 
gonorrhea will be treated of. 

I never believed that Daran acted unfaithfully, 
and made a falſe repreſentation; but he ſeems to have 
concluded in too haſty a manner, that all that goes 
out of the penis, after the application of the bou- 
gies, is virulent matter, in which the venereal con- 
tagion certainly adheres : from whence he adviſes, 
that women be abſtained from, during the flux after 
the application of the bougies, leſt they ſhould be 
infected. It is allo known, that after a gonorrhea well 
cured, and all painful ſymptoms being removed, this 
diſagreeable circumſtance {till remains, that, in the 
morning, after a good ſleep, ſomething ſpontaneouſly 
flows from the penis, or goes out by a light preſſure 
in form of a pellucid kind of mucus: this is ſome- 
times of a long ſtanding, is particularly increaſed by 
exceſs in eating and drinking, and always ſtrikes the 
patient with terror of ſome lurking poiſon. Sharp * 
obſerved, that huſbands ſo affected, had cohabited 


with their wives, and had not infected them; he 


N 4 even 
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even affirms to have ſeen ſuch caſes productive of 

a great flux, without any ſubſequent infection: it 

ſeems alſo remarkable, that he uſed the term ſuppu- 

ration, whilſt he difplays that mucous flux following 

after a gonorrhea, which he in the precedent page 

called a gleet, and but a little before“ had directed 

1 that it ſhould go by the name of a ſuppuration, for 

| explaining that flux which was excited by the bougie 

| ſticking in the urethra. 

| | But Daran was of this opinion, that the venereal 

| virus lurks in the urethra, in the very cavernous body 

of the urethra; which ulcerous place growing or pro- 

jecting into a fungous ſubſtance, will be conſumed 

by the application of the bougie, ſo that by a ſup- 

Puration then bred, the venereal virus is to be ex- 

tricated, and to flow out with the corruption : he 

alſo believed, that the venereal virus in the cellular 

a or fungous ſubſtance of the urethra, where it re- 

mains inactive, and almoſt dormant, until rouzed to 

action by drunkenneſs, venery, or other accidental 

cauſes in that place which it adhered to, and every 

way diſtended, ſo that the channel of the urethra 

may firſt grow narrower, then be entirely ſtopt up, 

and a total iſchuria be produced by it; but he at- 

tributed this power to his bougies, that they ſhould 

open ſuch an ulcer when ſhut up, clean and per- 

fectly conſolidate it when all the venereal virus was 

extirpated. Upon this ſuppoſition the contagion 

muſt be feared, if a huſband cohabits with his wife 

in that time whilſt the ulcer, before hid, is now 

opened by the virtue of the bovgie, which ſhould 

diſſolve the contagious corruption, and render the 
former ſilent and ſleepy venereal virus, now active. 

Daran confirms his opinion by many obſervations, 

which may be read in his treatiſe of the diſraſes of 

the urethra. This amongſt the reſt is particularly 

remarkable, which an eminent ſurgeon mentions in 

writing an account of his own ſufferings by this diſ- 


caſe, 


| 
: 
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eaſe, of which he affirms to have been cured by the 
virtue of this bougie. + He in his youth labqured 
under a gonorrhea, which was by every uſual aid 
entirely cured ; then, as he afterwards lived chaſte, 
and expoſed himſelf to no venereal danger, during 
twenty years, he believed himſelf entirely free from 
every evil of that diſeaſe ; he therefore wondered at 
finding his urine at length flow out into a fine thread 
with much pain and difficulty ; he being then a ſur- 
geon- major in the army, could not avoid riding, by 
which the evil ſtill increaſed ; for, as the army was 
marching into Italy, he was obliged to attend it; he 
then had no time to aſſiſt himſelf with proper reme- 
dies : being then obliged to bear the labours of his 
duty, and the inclemency of the weather in the 
mountains of Savoy, his illneſs daily increafed, and 
was irritated to a ſtrangury by theſe inconveniencies : 
this was attended by an excrementory viſcous mucus, 
which he was obliged to preſs out with great pain: 
an iſchuria ſucceeded this, and proved almoſt mortal, 
ſo that he was obliged to quit the field, and ſeek 
the beſt ſuccour he could for his alarming evils : 
he therefore took care to have himſelf carried to 
Mountpellier, where he obtained ſo much eaſe from 
the {kill and aid of the phyſicians there, that he not 
only thought of returning to the camp again, ha- 
ving recovered his 1 but alſo of being very 
beneficial to any of the ſoldiers, who might implore 
his aid in winter quarters. Whilſt he was thus 
taken up with the thoughts of returning to the. 
camp, he felt a ſlight tumour in the perineum, 
which ſoon increaſed into a lump: as big as his fiſt, 
which when cut open, a hole was found in the ure- 
thra which the patient himſelf dilated after the firſt 
inciſion, that this evil ſhould nor degenerate into a 
fiſtula, that he might attend the camp which was 
not yet broke up for two months after: but in a 


ſhort 


* Daran ſur les maladies de l'urethre, p. 96. & ſequentibso- 
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ſhort time after, an iſchuria followed, and laſted 
for four days, in ſo threatening a manner, that he 
deſpaired of recovering from it; yet he eſcaped it, 
but a great quantity of viſcous mucous matter purged 
from it, which muſt have been attended with great 
pain: yet loſing all hopes of a cure, he went home 
to his friends, and felt the moſt cruel pains, imagi- 
nable for ſix months; he began to uſe the bougies, 
as he teſtifies, with ſuch good ſucceſs, that he ob- 
tained perſect health, and fo continued for a month 
or more whilſt he was writing this account of his 
diſorder. | 
| It does not ſeem to follow from this account of 
his, that the venereal contagion had lurked for 
twenty years in the urethra, or that he could con- 
tinue in ſo long a ſtate of health, before it forcibly 
broke out again into activity, or give ſome other 
| ſymptoms of its appearance during that interval of 
| time: the fœtid virus of this diſeaſe may ſtick 
| a long time in the moſt inward, receſſes of the bones, 
It therefore muſt ſeem not ſo wonderful that it is 
[| only to be thence extricated with great difficulty, as 
the vital humours are but lowly moved there, and the 
oily parts of the marrow will afford a convenient 
neſt to the retained contagion : but whilſt it adheres 
there, it is injurious by pains in the bones, tumours, 
& c. and affords no obſcure index of its preſence ; 
ſomething more of which will be ſaid hereatter. But 
it hardly ſeems. credible, that the venereal virus 
could, for ſo many years, lurk entirely unactive, and 
give no index of its evil in the place it adhered 
to, either in the penis, its cavernous bodies, caver- 
nous body of the urethra, or the reſt of the whole 
body; for, whilſt the penis is erected, it ſwells by 
the blood which is then infuſed into the cells of the 
cavernous bodies of it, and into that cavernous body 
of the urethra which is likewiſe filled with blood, 
before an ejection of the ſeed. All that blood which 
{wells the penis, returns through the veins in a _ 
| | 0 
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of humours, which are diſperſed throughout the 
whole body after an ejcction of the ſeed ; from hence 
the penis ſoon falls. Is it likely, that the lively hot 
agitated blood, ſtill nouriſhing the infected fomes, 
immediately abſorbed by all the veins, did not infect 
the body? Could not the venereal virus have in- 
flamed or corroded the loculi in which it lurked, 
during the time of the œſtrum? Can any probable 
cauſe be aſſigned to cauſe this dormant poiſon to 
ſhake off its long forgotten former habit of injury, 
and immediately produce ſuch great and many 
evils ? 

The ſtrangury and iſchuria may proceed from 
many other cauſes, for which there is no neceſſity of 
having recourſe to a venereal fomes, left for twenty 
years, by a cured gonorrhea, in the body. I believe 
what has been ſaid in Sect. 1440, may appear 
ſufficient to evince, that the antient phyſicians did 
not know the venereal diſcaſe, and yet ſuch ſymp- 
toms. of it are read in Hippocrates's writings, as are at 
this very day received for prognoſtic ſigns of the 
caruncula bred in the urethra atter a gonorrhea. In 
Coacis Prenotionibus,* after he had given the ſigns 
of the inflammation of the bladder, and pronounced” 
it to be a dangerous difeaſe, which might infect the 
patient from ten to fifteen years; we read the follow- 
ing opinion: Quibus tuberculum eſt circa veficam, 
quod Dyſuriam inducit, quocumque ſitu decumbant, mo- 
leſte ſe habent. Hujus autem ſolutio fit, pure erumpente. 
« Wholoever has a little ſwelling or tubercle about 
ce the bladder, which brings on a dyſuria, finds it 
e painful and injurious in whatſoever poſition he is 
« placed; but its diſſolution and cure proceed 
« from its breaking forth into corruption.” The 
text immediately going before teaches, that this 
' Greek word gyuariogirres, is to be underſtood con- 
cerning the ſituation of the ſick body, where he 
treats of thoſe afflicted with the ſtone, where he 11 

that 

* No. 472, 473. Charter, tom. viii. p. 879. 


} 


j 
8 
iT | 
1 
1 
ö 
| 


a little before o 


of the bladder, on the outſide the cavity o 


188 The Venertar Dis Ast. Sect. 1451. 


that if theſe perſons were placed in ſuch a ſituation 
that the ſtone did not fall into the urinal paſſage, 
they urine with more freedom. It was ſaid, where 
the ſtone was treated of, that thoſe ſo afflicted natu- 
rally put their bodies into various ſituations, to try 
to remove the ſtone from the orifice of the bladder; 
nay, they ſometimes place themſelves upon their 
heads, that the ſtone may glide back ward and create 
a free diſcharge of urine : but in this text where the 
Greek word occurs, it is therefore manifeſtly to be 
underſtood of the changed poſition of the body. 
From hence it appears, that Hippocrates had a 
knowledge of the cauſe of the dyſuria and iſchuria, 
viz. the little ſwelling or tuberculum round the blad- 
der, or in its neighbouring parts; then he had treated 
f the inflammation and ſuppuration 
of the bladder ; but he alſo has given ſome prog- 
noſtic ſigns by which the complaints cauſed by this 


ſwelling may be diſtinguiſhed. Does it not appear, 


that Hippocrates here ſpeaks of that part of the 
urethra which is ſurrounded by the proſtatæ, and 
which borders upon the bladder ? Such a tumour 
bred in this glandular part, may be diminiſhed for 
the time by preſſing it, whilſt the maſs continues 
to increaſe, and at length fills the cavity of the ure- 
thra, in ſuch a manner that the preceding dyſuria 
may be followed by a perfect iſchuria ; whilſt the 
manifeſt tumour 1s alſo driven into the perineum, 
which is ſometimes broken outwardly : but then 
certainly the origin of the evil is in the neighbour- 
ing parts of the bladder, but adheres on the outſide 
of the cavity of the urethra. 
_ Hippocrates obſerved, that ſuch an obſtruction 
of urine is not only bred in the neighbouring / 
tne 
urethra; but he in another place * ſays, that this 


ſwelling takes birth in the very cavity of the ure- 
thra. Quibus in urethra tuberculum naſcitur, es 


Jup- 
* Aphor. Se. IV. No, 82. Charter, tom, IX. p. 191. 
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ſuppurato, & rupto, ſolutio: * In whom a ſwel 
« ling breeds in the urethra, that being broken 
„ and ſuppurated, diſſolves.“ But, as the word 
ſolutio, a ſolution, is often applied for a benign re- 
moval of an inflammation, mſtead of reſolutio, with- 
out a following ſuppuration, fee Sect. 386, Galen * 
argues or diſputes, in his commentaries upon this 
text, whether there is no other way left for a diſſo- 
lution, beſides ſuppuration and rupture of the ſup- 
purated ſwelling, though ſuch a ſwelling of the ure- 
thra moſt frequently turns to an abſceſs ? He at 
length concludes, that it is moſt certainly true, that 
a.cure 1s to be expected only from a ſuppuration, and 
a diſcharge of the corruption : whence it appears, 
that a kind removal of the inflammation is not to 
be underſtood by the word ſolutio, but only a ta- 
king away of the obſtacle to the diſcharge of urine ; 
for the acrid urine paſſes ſlowly through the urethra, 
and is with great labour forced out, whilſt the ca- 
vity of the urethra is not yet entirely ſtopt ; but 
where the dyſuria degenerates into an iſchuria, 
a perpetual teneſmus obliges the patient to endea- 
vour to urine with all his force; from whence the 
ſwelling is perpetually irritated, ſo that no hope of 
a kind reſolution remains : the abſceſs ſtopping the 
urethra is ſooner broken by all theſe forcible endea- 
vours to diſcharge the urine. 

That this is the true ſignification of the word /olutio 
is confirmed by Hippocrates in another part; + for he 
has it thus: Quibus in urethra tubercula procreantur, 
iis, ſuppuratis, & ruptis, dolor ſolvitur : * Thoſe who 
„have theſe little ſwellings in the urethra, are re- 
<« leaſed from pain when they are ſuppurated and 
c broken.” It is therefore evident, that ſuch evils 
were deſcribed by the antients, who had no know- 
ledge of the yenereal diſeaſe, and even ſtill they are 

| 6 * aſcribed 
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aſcribed to the lurking venereal contagion. Celſus I, 
who turned the greateſt part of Hippocrates into La- 
tin gives us the following very remarkable ſentence in 
his writings of theſe evils. Quibus, in fiſtula urine, 
minuti abſceſſus, quos viuare Græci vocant, eſſe cœpe- 
rent, tis, ubi pus ea parte profluxit, ſanitas redditur. 
Ex quibus cum pleraque ex ſe proveniunt, ſcire licet, 
inter ea, que ars adbibet, naturam plurimum poſſe : 
„ To thoſe who have ſmall abſceſſes in the urinal 
« pipe or urethra, which were by the Greeks called 
e ghrf; When the corruption has flowed from 
“ them, their health is reſtored ; from which and 
„ many more proofs, it is juſt to conclude, that 
4 nature operates moſt, even amongſt thoie means 
„ applied by art.“ As ſuch evils therefore may 
ariſe from cauſes no way venereal, there certain 
ſeems not to have been ſufficient reaſon why the 
iſchuria ſhould be attributed to a gonorrhea per- 
fectly cured twenty years before: it is true that 
Celſus here ſpeaks ot ſmall abſceſſes, where a tumour, 
equal to the bigneſs of a man's fiſt,” was bred in 
the perineum of the ſurgeon, whole hiſtory we juſt 
now had; but the ſtraitneſs of the place does not 
permit ſuch an extenſion of the tumour in the ure- 
thra as in the perineum ; but Celſus + had probably 
known ſuch abſceſſes, which he termed ſmall, in the 
urinal pipe, and could be extended to a great bulk, 
in other parts of the body where ſpace is given ; 
for thus he ſays, Phyma vero nominatur luberculum 
furunculo fimile, ſed rotundius & planius, ſæpe etiam 
majus. Nam. Furunculus oui dimidii magnitudinem 
raro explet, nunquam excedit. Phyma etiam latius pa- 
tere conſuevit ; ſed inflammatio, dlorque, ſub eo mi- 
zores funt : The phyma, called a tuberculum, 
« reſembles a furunculus, but is rounder, flatter, 
* and often greater; for the furunculus ſeldom 
* reaches the magnitude of half an egg, and 
| never 
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never exceeds it; the phyma uſually appears 
6 broader, but the inflammation and pain attending 
it are much leſs.“ 

Could not that iſchuria have been formed in that 
ſurgeon, from a long habit of riding, rather than 
from a gonorrhea remaining cured during the whole 
ipace of twenty years? Certainly Hippocrates re- 
marks, that the Scythians * not only became dull in 
venery, from a perpetual cuſtom of riding, but were 
finally rendered barren, and ſo effeminate that they 
employed themſelves in the occupations of women, 
and alſo acquired their tone of voice; their effemi- 
nacy was {till yet more diſplayed by their cuſtom 
of wearing women's apparel, their manner of living 
and working like them. Allo treating of their affairs, 
Hippocrates remarks, that the moſt opulent, and not 
the inferior people amongſt the Scytluans, were 
prone to this affection, but rather thoſe who had 
acquired great riches by their excurſions on horſe- 
back. Pauperes minus offiigit hoc malum; non enim 
equitant : The poor are leſs afflicted with this evil, 
% for they do not ride.” Then he farther adds, 
Quin & in reliquiis hominibus ad eundem ſe babet mo- 
dum. Ubi emm plurimum, & creberrime, homines 
equitant, ibi plurimi cedmatis, iſchiadibus, & podagris, 
corripiuntur, & ad Venerem exercendam peſſime ſe ba- 
bent : © But the reſt of mankind are affected in the 
« ſame manner; for thoſe men that moſt frequently 
ride, are attacked with humours in their legs, 
* coxendic and podagral pains, and are ny qua- 
„ lified for the exerciſe of venery.“ 

It may be concluded from theſe obſervations, that 
a long and frequent habit of riding may injure the 
genital parts of men, and produce various evils in 
them, on account of the perpetual ſhakes and unin- 
terrupted preſſure of the weight of the body, com- 
monly wrong on the horſe, as I have remarked 

upon 


In Libro de acre locis & aquis cap. xi. N tom. vi. 
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upon another occaſion, in Sect. 1063, in theſe com- 
mentaries. 

It is alſo to be remarked, that the Greek word 
Kia ara does not always ſignify a pain in the joints, 
or defluxion of humours, eſpecially near the hip, but 
a laſting and natural diſpoſition, which occupies the 
genital parts;“ for as Hippocrates, cited in the text 
juſt now quoted, that amongſt the many evils to be 
dreaded from too much riding, together with the 
iſchias, mentions Cedmata, and an impotency for 
venery ; it ſeems probable, that he by this word 
rather intended to deſcribe a diſeaſe of the genitals 
than of the joints. It is manifeſtly evident from 
what has been ſaid, that the dyſuria and iſchuria, 
take not always their origin from the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, but from other various cauſes ; and though 
even a perſon had laboured under a gonorrhea, and 
that ſome impediment in the urethra might have re- 
mained after it was cured, it ſhould not be con- 
cluded, that the morbid virus could ſtill ſo lurk in 
that part as to afford no hope of an entire cure, if 
not extricated and expelled from thence. The ure- 
thra may be contracted by hard and wrinkled ſcars 
of the ulcers healed in it, after ſome repeated go- 
norrheas; and the filaments placed tranſverſely 
in the urethra, have ſometimes obſtructed the free 
ſecretion of urine, and produced an invincible re- 


ſiſtance againſt the introduction of the catheter: all 


theſe evils may be the ſad reliques of a venereal con- 
tagion, though that had been totally expelled from 
the body. Will not venereal ulcers leave contracted 
ſcars in the external ſkin, though they are entirely 
healed, or will any more ſpring up again in their 


neighbouring places ? {till nobody will readily pro- 
—— the cure of theſe eſchars, though any remedies 


may eaſily be applied to them. Let us ſuppoſe, 


that the urethra, rendered ulcerous by a gonorrhea, 
will be alſo in like manner affected; but whilſt the 
| cavity 
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cavity of the urethra is ſtraitened by tumours, there 
may be no evil in the urethra itlelt, as often hap- 
pens when the proſtate ſwell by ſome other cauſe, 
ſo much efficacy ought then to be in the bougies, which 
are applied to the urethra, as that their medicinal 
power ſhould inſinuate itſelf into the excretory ducts 
of the proſtate, and diſſolve the obſtacle, fo that a 
circulation of humours may be reſtored through 
their obſtructed ſubſtance. 

But ſuch evils are uſually taken for carunculas, 
and are treated in the ſame manner; an exam- 
ple of which appears in a letter from Theodore de 
Mayerne (king James the ſecond's chief phyſician) 
to Hildanus, * concerning a nobleman, who was 
thought to have had a caruncula in the urethra 
after a gonorrhea, whoſe extenſion was terminated 
about the caput gallinaginis, which he found alfo 
ſwelled ; but as the patient was not able to urine 
with uſing his utmoſt endeavours, and as it came 
out only by drops, Mayerne concluded, that this ob- 
ſtacle was to be gradually extirpated by cathartics, 
which he prudently effayed, ſtill interpoſing the 
mildeſt of remedies, that the irritation cauſed by 
the corroding remedy might be eaſed, for he well 
knew carunculæ curationem plus cunctando, quam feſti- 
nando, promoveri : © that the cure of the caruncula 
is to be forwarded more by delay than a quick 
<« pace;” but he ſays he profired ſo much by this 
method, ut pateat regia ſeminis & urine via, atque 
amplo, continuo, recto, flo reddatur lotiam : ** fo as 
<« to open the way for the ſeed and the urine, that 
“ its diſcharge could be made in a full, direct, and 
„ continual ſtream.” 

The channel of the urethra was indeed free, but 
there remained an oblong ulcer, which, conſidering 
the part, was rather large, and could not be brought 
to an eſcar, as the patient was obliged to leave Eng- 

Vol. XVII. 
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land upon ſome public affairs, the cure was ſtill 
left to be perfected: Mayerne therefore committed 
him to the care of Hildanus, and after adds, U! fa- 


cias Excretici noſtri periculum, ejuſdem tantillum mitto, 
quod tamen fit ad quatuor ingentes carunculas penetran- 


das, & exequandas, ſatis; fi tardius opus perfecerit, 


animum non de ſpondeas. Tuto, & jucundo, operari 
fatius, quam cito, & cum perictie. Vanus nunquam 
erit medicamenti effettus;, quem tamen accelerabis pro 


libitu, Mercurii præcipitati rubri additione: That 
you may make a trial of my excretics, I ſend 


* you as much of it as may yet ſufficiently ſerve 
for penetrating and eraſing four great carunculæ; 
« do not deſpair of ſucceſs, , though it ſhould but 


* ſlowly perfect the work, for it is better ſufficiently 


* to operate with pleaſure and ſafety, than with 


<< ſpeed and danger. The effect of the medicament 
will never fail; yet you will haſten it at will by 
the addition of red precipitate of mercury.” 


But it appears in another letter from Hzildanus * 


concerning this ſame patient, that the evil was in no 
manner amended by him, as the ulcer in the urethra 
ſtill remained to be brought to an eſcar, as Mayerne 


believed ; for the noble patient at his return into 


Switzerland complained of a ſcalding and retention 
of urine, which ſtill oppreſſed him: theſe evils were 


indeed ſoon eaſed by the application of emulſions, 
gliſters, and bougies, but he began to feel a 
ſhooting pain in the left part of the perineum, 
though not yet indeed acute, but yet conſtant ; but 


whenever he might have tranſgreſſed his rule of diet, 


and exceeded his manner of exerciſe, he perceived 
a remarkable ſtench in his urine, rogether with a 


ſediment of viſcous matter, not unlike the ſperm of 
- frogs: this complaint was relieved by bleeding, 


emulſions, &c. he was obſerved to be very much 


aſſiſted b re, of whey and ſugar; but this ceſ- 


ſation of miſchief was very ſhort lived: he was 


: ſeized 
X Oper, omn. Centur. V. obſer, 64. P. 454- 
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ſeized with a continual burning fever, a retention 
of urine, an inflammatory tumour in the perineum 
as big as a gooſe's egg, with racking pain, together 
with a tumour and hardneſs of the icrotum and pe- 
nis; he had a ſyncope, and all the worſt of ſymp- 
toms, which were by all believed to be the meſſen- 
.gers of death : the abſceſs in the middle of the pe- 
rineum at length broke, and yielded corruption of 
a more intolerable ſtench than that of a dead car- 
caſe ; almoſt the whole perineum mortified and fell 
away, and a great ulcer remained there, which was 
at length purged and healed by the ſkill of Hildanus, 
without any remaining fiſtula ; the ſphincter of the 
bladder alſo remained ſo ſafe and entire, that he 
could contain his urine even in the very vigour of 
ſuch an evil. 

Theſe following circumſtances affirmed by Hil- 
danus particularly merit attention; Ulcus nibilomi- 
nus, quod deorſum verſus Veſicam tendebat, profundum 
erat, & ad ipſas Proftatas, quas ego a longo tempore 
male affeftas exiſtimo, tendebat : * Notwithſtanding, 
« the ulcer which tended downwards towards the 
4 bladder was deep, and tended toward the proſtate, 
« which I ſuppoſe to have been ſeverely affected for 
4 a length of time.” 

If the obſtacle forming the dyſuria and iſchuria, 
ſhould adhere to the cavity of the urethra, local re- 
- medies may he laid to the place affected by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the bougies, which ſhould be varied in 
proportion to the variety of the evil; but it is alſo 
an object of great caution, that the corroding force 
of the remedy be applied to the affected, and not to 
the ſound of the urethra : ſo ſome phyſicians 
have introduced ſuch remedies, through a ſilver pipe, 
unto the obſtacle in the cavity of the urethra, as 
could diſſolve or conſume the fungous fleſh, and 
obtain a free paſſage for = urine, It appears -_ 

2 | uc 
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ſuch remedies ſhould be choſen ſo as not to be of a 
fluent nature, leſt they ſhould offend the ſound 
neighbouring part, and produce a dangerous inflam- 
mation: it alſo appears, that there is a neceſſity 
that different remedies be applied by the ſkilful in 
this art, according to the changeable ſtate of the 
| obſtacle which is to be removed. Other remedies 
are required for carrying venereal and often cal- 
lous warts away, than if it were luxuriant, ſoft, fun- 
gous fleſh, which obſtructs the cavity of the urethra : 
the moſt ſkilful of the faculty, at this day, agree in 
this, that the more acrid and corroding remedies 
are not to be applied, as it is manifeſt by what has 
been already ſaid, that they were formerly attemp- 
ted. That crue! method of raſping or filing away 
the obſtacle is likewiſe condemned. I have ſeen 
ſome excellent ſurgeons, who when they believed a 
fungous caruncula to be the cauſe of an iſchuria, 
had filled the oblong holes on either fide of the ca- 
theter, near the point of ir, wich ſoft freſh butter, 
leſt the fungous fleſh ſhould enter into them and be 
torn, whilſt the catheter enters the urethra to 
diſcharge the bladder; for whilſt the catheter ad- 
heres there, the butter immediately diſſolves by the 
heat of the place, and the urine freely flows. | 
But when the cauſe of the iſchuria adheres with- 
out- ſide the cavity of the urethra, can this evil then 
. be healed by the medicinal bougies in the cavity of 
the urethra ? it is ſcarcely probable. Daren himſelf 
candidly acknowledges,* that his candles or bougies 
-operate but in thoſe parts which can be immediately 
touched by them; ſo that neither the proſtatz, the 
Aeminal veſſels, nor the bladder itſelf, can be theſe 
parts: he alſo. gives the following diagnoſtic ſigns, 
which point out Where the evil adheres ; if corrup- 

tion precedes the urine, an ulcer lies in the cavity 
of the urethra, and the urine. drives forth that col- 
lected corruption which adhered in the channel - 
the 

* Sur les Malze, Qlorethre Diſc, Pralim. p. 1899. 
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the urethra ; but if corruption follows the expelled 
urine, by that endeavour by which the laſt drops of 
urine are forced out from ſound perſons, the corrup- 
tion was not then in the channel of the urethra, 
but derived from the proſtate into the channel of 
the urethra, by the force uſed in ejecting the urine ; 
beſides, there is an obtuſe pain felt, if the peri- 
neum is preſſed in that part where the proſtate are 
placed. In fuch an evil he has leſs to hope tor from the 
effect of his remedy, though he believes it can ope- 
rate upon the excretory ducts of thoſe parts, which 
empty their humours into the channel of the ure- 
thra, ſo that theſe ſame parts may be reſtored to 
their entire ſtate alſo; but when there is a more in- 
veterate ulcer of the proſtatæ already fixed, or when 
of a more malignant nature, ſo as to have de- 
ſtroyed the ſubſtance of them, then he is of opinion, 
that a cure cannot be made by the bougie. | 
The only hope then remaining is, to uſe as many 
exterior remedies as are neceſſary, having firit 
terced the affected place in the perineum, which, 
if not done, the neighbouring parts are all corroded, 
and the moſt ſhocking evils tollow, as appears from 
the caſe juſt-now related. I have ſeen the moſt de- 
plorable ſpecimens of ſuch eyils often bred from ne- 

glected or ill- treated gonorrheas. | 
Various were the applications and . remedies for 
freeing the urethra from thele obſtacles. which were 
by many others taken for a fungous ſubſtance, 
growing from the internal ſuperficies of the ure- 
thra; hence ſuch remedies, as were approved of 
for taking away ſuch-hke excreſcent carnoſities 
from the external parts of the body, were applied; 
yet the more prudent applied ſuch as could not 
injure that ſenſible part; or if they ſometimes at- 
tempted the application of more acrid remedies, 
they were exceſſively cautious that they ſhould 
operate but on the caruncula, and not on its 
neighbouring {ound Pore but as many vu 
0 
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of opinion, that theſe evils always lie under the lurk. 
ing venereal virus in the place affected, they pre- 
ferred corroſive mercurials to the reſt; but ſtill of a 
milder nature, ſuch as mercurius præcipitatus albus, 
mercurius dulcis, &c. the power of all which may be 
infringed at will, if needful, to diminiſh the quan- 
tity or to roll them up mixed in plaſters of 3 


kind, that they may more mildly operate. 


Some others were more willing to attempt a cure 


by crude mercury; as that excites no pain, parti 


cularly if it is agitated into a vapour by a quick 
fire: ſo Chevalier affirms, that he ſometimes cured 
by the vapour of mercury, poured into the urethra _ 
by the help of a funnel, and that this method is 
preferable to that of the bougie, which always creates 
more or leſs pain and damage. | 
That famous ſurgeon Sharp, + preferred crude 
mercury to all other mercurial preparations ; but 
he ordered that to be firſt ſubdued and killed by bl. 
ſam of ſulphur, to be well mixed with diachylon, to 
ded a little Burgundy pitch, that the 
plaſter may be more tenacious ; and he added a 
part of crude ' antimony finely ground and paſſed 


chrough a ſieve, not ſo as to augment the force of 


the remedy, but fo as to beget a firmer conſiſtency 


and a better poliſh for the ſuperficies of the bougies, 


which are to be prepared trom thence ; the pro- 
portion of theſe ingredients was thus : Diachyli Em- 
plaſtri una cum addita Pice Burgundica, partes qua- 
tuor ; Argenti vivi partes duas,' Antimonii crudi par- 
tem unam The plaſter of diachylon, together 
« with the addition of Burgundy pitch four parts; 
* two of quickſilver, and one of crude antimony.” 
He alſo deſcribes how theſe ingredients ſhould be 
mixed with each other, together with the methods 
of making the bougies ; he afterwards adds all the 
4 ES: Ix 2s 1 ban” ay precau- 
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precautions which ſhou!d be obſerved in the uſe and 
application of theſe bougies. | 
But as it has been ſaid before that ſuch an impedi- 
ment in the urethra may be bred from a conſtric- 
tion of the urethra alone, many have attempted to 
dilate the urethra with leaden probes, by gradually 
increaſing their thickneſs that this required diſten- 
ſion may be accompliſhed ;* others made uſe of 
whalebone, &c. as they feared that the leaden 
probes might- ſometimes be broken, which might 
- eaſily happen if they were of the ſmalleſt ſize, or 
even of the thickeſt, if dipped in quickſilver before 
they were introduced to the urethra, as uſually ha 
pens to ſome of them, not only in diſtending the 
urethra, but through the mercurial power which 
operates upon them. It is known, that lead is eaſily 
to be pierced by quickſilver, which renders it brit- 
tle ; fo ſuch leaden probes become fragile and are 
eaſily broken in attempting to thruſt them into the 
urethra ; ſuch a fragment, left there, can hardly be 
extricated without cutting, except it can be diſ- 
ſolved. We read a remarkable caſe of this kind + 
in a letter, wrote by the famous ſurgeon Le Dran, 
to the authors of the Diarium Eruditorum : a part 
of a leaden probe four inches and an half long, and 
weighing ſix drams, was ſo broken, and ſlipped 
into a man's bladder ; he every where conſulted the 
moſt ſkilful phyſicians and ſurgeons; who were of 
an unanimous opinion, that its extraction or cure 
could not be attempted without an inciſion, which 
they exhorted the patient to undergo, and that ſome 
greater evil might be cauſed by it. Where the ſtone 
was before treated of, it has Sie proved by man 
obſervations, that an indiſſolyable body adhering m 
the bladder, may form a baſe on which the ſtony 


matter, ſtill growing and appearing in the urine ot 
O 4 | even 


* Critical Enquiry, &c. p. 149. 
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even the ſoundeſt perſons, may form a ſtone of an 
immenſe bulk ; from whence it was concluded, that 


the operation was not to be delayed very long. Le 


Dran thought otherwiſe, and undertook to render 
the lead left in the bladder as fluid as quickfilver 
he tried many experiments for that purpoſe even on 
live animals; and ſo he ſaw that the lead ſticking 
in the bladder, could be reduced to a fluid without 
any damage; what is ſtill more, he introduced a 
lump of-lead into another man's bladder in the ſick 
man's houſe, then made him lie down whilſt he diſ- 
ſolved it into a fluid; this experiment gave the pa- 
tient more ſatisfactory hopes of his cure, which Le 
Dran perfected in the ſpace of eight days; for he 
rendered the lead fo fluent by injections into the 
bladder, that it could run out; then having brought 
it to a ſolid maſs again, he delivered it to the pa- 
tient : he wrote this letter in eight days after this 
cure was perfected. The author conceals that diſ- 
ſolving remedy, by which he. performed this cure 
but a juſt ſuſpicion muſt immediately ariſe to the 
reader, that quickſilver was applied for perfectin 
this diſſolution ; but it is confirmed by this which 


the author affirms, that this diſſolving remedy can- 


not oe upon a ſtone in the bladder, but yet 
may be of great uſe in diſſolving of leaden balls 
which a ſurgeon's dexterity cannot extract, whilſt 
the wounds they make in certain parts of the body 
are healed, and they remain, and ſometimes give the 
patient great ain. a le Ee a ee e | 

I at that ſame time received a letter from the 
learned doctor R. Sanches, who leads an honourable 


Ufe in the eaſe of literature in Paris, after quitting 


the office of chief phyſician to the empreſs of Ruſ- 
fia, which he bore with great Parner, age then 
returned to the muſes and his friends; he in this 
letter reſtifies, that the famous Sharp, whom I ſo 
often mentioned, had diſcovered in London, that an 
ounce af quickfilver, brought into an amalgama 
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with half a dram of biſmuth, and injected into the 
bladder, had diſſolved ſome lead ſticking in the ca- 
vity of it. Ty © Fs 

It appears from all theſe obſervations, that theſe 
obſtacles, bred in the urethra, were tried by a great 
variety of remedies, and indeed with various events 
too; nor will theſe varieties eaſily come to a period, 
whilſt every one extols his own as preferable to all 
others; but no judgment can be formed of theſe un- 
leſs the medicines are deſcribed. This Sharp can- 
didly did, as hath been ſaid, and I have heard from 
men worthy of credit, that theſe bougies have been 
applied with the like ſucceſs as thoſe which Daran 
ſo ſolicitouſly concealed, and which an anony- 
mous Engliſh author * had endeavoured to guels 
at, for he puts the ſoals of ſhoes burned amongſt 
his ingredients. Let the credit remain with the au- 
thor. 

The famous ſurgeon Goulard + uſed an extradt of 
Saturnus or lead, as he calls it, which is a ſolution 
of lithargyrium plentifully ſaturated with wine vine+ 
gar : he mixes an ounce and a half of this liquor 
with a pound of wax diſſolved over a ſlow fire, 
then dipped ſome linen cloth in this mixture, of 
which he made his bougies; if the harder obſtacles 
yield not to a ſecond trial, let the quantity of the ex- 
tract of ſaturn be augmented, until the wiſhed- for 
ſucceſs is acquired: he confirms the utility of this 
remedy by many more obſervations. | 


® Theor. and Practice of Chirurgical Pharmacy, London, r76r: 
8vo, p. 224. & ſeq. | | 
Remarques & obſervat. Pratiq, ſur les Malad. Vener. &c. 
Pp. 317, & leq. F 
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8 ECT. MCCCCLII., 


ENCE this diſeaſe, conveyed to the 

limbs, creates nocturnal pains, which 

occupy the middle arteries, as it alſo renders 
the flexible parts ſtiff and rigid. 


It appears from what has been ſaid in the prece- 
dent ſections, that the virus of the venereal diſeaſe 
is ſometimes abſorbed by the blood, in the very mo- 
ment of infection, then moved through all parts of 
the body, when mixed with the circulating humours, 
and afterwards depoſited in different places; hence, 
and from the diverſity of places in which it is depo- 
ſited, it produces many evils. 

But that virus is more frequently accuſtomed to 
fix its ſeat in viſcous fat and mucous humours in the 
genital parts, and when that poiſon gains dominion 
over the humours of the ſoundeſt body, as they flow 
to the place affected, it aſſimilates them ſo much to 
itſelf, that they alſo become contagious : wherefore 
it appears, that, in proceſs of time, the whole body 
may become infected from a ſmall venereal ulcer ; 
which is. obſerved to happen from this inveterate 
evil, as demonſtrated by many more obſervations in 


Sect. 1445. 


— 


Thoſe evils which are uſually formed by the Lues 
in the external. ſuperficies of the body have been 
enumerated and deſcribed in Sect. 1444, 1445, 1446. 


| It aſo appears from theſe ſections, that the moſt vio- 
-lent diſeaſes are ſometimes produced in the bowels 


from this cauſe; but there has been enough ſaid 
in the following ſections concerning the diſeaſes bred 
in the genital parts by this diſeaſe. 

It now follows, that ſomething be ſaid of thoſe 
evils, which are obſerved whilſt ck foul diſeaſe fixes 
| It's 
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its ſeat in the arteries, and occupies the tendons, 
membranes, ligaments, and the very bones, which 
ſo often happens in an inveterate Lues. 

It has been amply demonſtrated before, that the 
tunica celluloſa is diſtributed throughout the whole 
body, all the bowels interpoſed, not only through) 
the muſcles, but that it ſurrounds them, that 1t 
has alſo a place between the faſciculi of the muſcular 
fibres, and involves every one of them. The poi- 
ſon of the diſeaſe uſed to be entangled with fat and 
mucous humours, it opens an eaſy way to the very 
bones, and the marrow alſo; from whence the moſt 
terrible evils uſually follow, as will appear in the fol- 
lowing obſervations. 

Pains in the bones generally accompany an adult 
Lues, a recent one but feldom; as will be alſo 
mentioned in Sect. 1467, by the ſigns which are to 
be taken for a confirmed Lues, which requires a 
powerful method of cure; but at that time when 
this diſeaſe ſpread throughout Europe, and alſo at 
the beginning of it, the patients were excruciated by 
theſe pains, So we read in a little book of the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe, wrote by Gaſparus Torella * in the 
year 1497, concerning Nicholas Minor Valentine, a 
youth of twenty-four years of age, who having con- 
nection with a woman labouring with a pudendagra, 
was that ſame day infected. Infectio incepit apparere 
in virga, uti ſolet ut plurimum aliis evenire : nam ſe- 

2 die apparuit ulcus in virga, cum quadam duritie 
nga, tendente verſus inguina, ad modum radii, cum 
ſorditie, & virulentia. Poſt ſex dies, ulcere ſemicu- 
rato, correptus fuit intenſiſſimis doloribus capitis, colli, 
ſpatularum, brachiorum, tibiarum, & caſtarum; & 
preſertim in eorum muſculis ; cum maximis vigiliis, a 
uibus moleſtabatur non niſi in notte poſs primum ſom- 
. « The infection began to appear in his pe- 
„e nis, as it commonly happens to others, for an 
* ulcer appeared there the day following, with a 
by * certain 

3 Aptrodilige: p. $45, $46. a 
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certain long hardneſs tending towards the groin, 
jn the manner of a radius with filth and vi- 
* rulence ; the ulcer being half cured in fix 
days after, he was ſeized with racking pains in 
c the head, neck, ſhoulders, arms, ſhin-bones, and 
„ ribs, and eſpecially in their muſcles ; all which 
% were attended with a great privation of fleep ; 
“but theſe pains never attacked him but by night 
« after his firſt ſleep.” In ten days after, many 
puſtules appeared on his face, neck, and head, nor 
did the evil appear to be lightened by the eruption 
of theſe puſtules, for they and the pains remained, 
nor did they increaſe or diminiſh during the ſpace 
of two months, and tome nodoſities grew up in his 
members. 

Another man of twenty-four years of age,* in 
thirty days after an infection of the penis, and ſud- 
denly after a long ſleep, had his whole body in- 
fected with broad red ſpots without puſtules. Elapfis 
quingue diebus, fuit correptus doloribus intenſis capitis, 
colli, ſpatularum. Maculæ vero inceperunt cortices ad 
modum furfuris emittere. Poſtremo multiplicati ſunt 
dolores per totum corpus, infeſtantes eum in notte, & 
non in die. © Five. days having elapſed, he was 
<« ſeized with intenſe pains in the head, neck, and 
4 ſhoulders, but the ſpots. began to ſhed ſome ſkins 
<« or ſcales like bran; the pains at length multi- 
&« plied throughout the whole body, and infeſted 
« him by night but not by day.” In another pa- 
tient, the diſeaſe began with the pains: having at 
length exerciſed himſelf very laboriouſly every day 
for two months, in that hour of night at which he 
was uſually moleſted with pains from his head to his 
heels, groſs cruſty cinder-like puſtules broke forth, 
which eaſed his pains. 

It appears from this groupe of ſymptoms, that 
the virus of the Lues, when mixed with humours, 
affects various places of the body, nor is it ſoon 
3 | fixed 
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fixed in any certain y=_ but wanders through dif- 
ferent parts, whoſe functions it diſturbs as it changes 
its place. It oftner happens, at this day, that the pains 
are eaſed when ſpots and puſtules ſuddenly appear in 
the ſkin; and vice verſa ; for when it once adheres 
fixed in the bones, the pains are not then carried 
away by a removal of matter to another place, but 
obſtinately adhere there: but it has been conſtantly 
held, from the infancy of this diſeaſe even to theſe 
times, that theſe very tormenting pains afflict the 
patient by night, but are remarkably diminiſhed in 
the day-time, and even ceaſe entirely ſometimes, 

Sydenham deſcribed the progreſs of the venereal 
diſeaſe * by a drawing, and diftinguiſhed theſe wan- 
dering pains from the firſt ones. Dolores, tum caput, 
tum arius in articulorum interſtitiis, humeros ſcilicet, 
brachia, & talos, crudeliter laniant, nullo ordine inva- 
dentes, & per intervalla, licet nottu ægrum, lectuli ca- 
lore per fuſum, rarifſime deſtiluant, nec nifi ſub auro- 
ram libenter evaneſcant : ** Theſe pains thus inva- 
ding the head, now and then the arteries in the 
intervals of the joints of the ſhoulders, arms, and 
« ancles, cruelly rack them without any order, and 
very ſeldom forſake the patient at any interval by 
* night, though lulPd by the heat of the bed, nor 
do they freely vaniſh until the break of day.“ 
Bur he alſo remarks, that the pains are lightened if 
the ſkin be ſpotted with cruſty ſcales, ſcurf, and 
pimples, ſuch as commonly proceed from a leproſy ; 
ſo that the more ſkin thus torn, the leſs the patient 
is tormented : but this releaſe is not laſting, nam uni- 
verſa ſymptomata pedetentim incrudeſcunt, dolor pre 
reliquis, qui tandem eo uſque exacerbatur, ut ſe ne- 
queat miſer in letto continere, ſed, protinus exiliens, huc 
illuc in cubiculo curſitet, irrequietus ferme, donec illu- 
ceſcat : © for all the ſymptoms gradually increaſe, 
particularly the pain before all others; the mi- 
« ſerable patient tormented with that, cannot con- 
-. 4 tain 
* Epiſtol. ii. reſponſor. p. 416. 
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« tain himſelf in bed, but continually ſtamps about 
the room until day-light.” For the evil then ad- 
heres fixed in the bones, which are raiſed into 
hard knobs, ſwellings and knots, which become 
carious, and afterwards produce cancerous ulcers 


of a moſt malignant nature in the part affect- 
ed, &c. 


SE C T. MCCCCLUI. 


RO M hence the cartilages, principally 


thoſe of the noſe and palate of the 
mouth, are corroded, | 


It is known that the extremities of the joints of 
the bones which receive, and are to be received by 
the cartilage or griſtle, are incruſtated by it, and co- 
vered by fat humours; from whence an eaſy mo- 
tion of the joints is obtained. That articular 
ſmegma, gives a convenient neſt to the venereal 
virus, and produces the worſt of evils. Such dege- 
nerations of the bone about the articulations were 
often obſerved, and I myſelf have ſeen them in the 
dead bodies of ſome ſufferers by this diſeaſe. _ 

The griſtles, corroded by the venereal diſeaſe, are 
chiefly thoſe of the noſe and palate of the mouth, which 
afterwards bear an incurable deformity. It is to be 
added, that the venereal diſeaſe is exceeding diffi- 
cult to be extricated from theſe places, as known b 
all who are habituated to the cure of this diſeaſe. 

But theſe evils were before mentioned in Section 
1445 · | 


Fg” 
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TP HIS diſeaſe preſently occupies the 
middle parts of the bones, and pro- 
duces a caries, eſpecially in the cranium. 


When enormous pains ariſe amidſt the bones of 
the cranium, or in the middle of the thickeſt parts 
of the greater bones, and if the horizontal ſpread- 
ing knitings, or joinings of theſe bones be divided, 
or as if about burſting aſunder, and theſe beginning 
after the ſetting of the ſun, bring on intolerable 
pains in a ſlow pace until midnight, and then con- 
{train the tormented patient to quit his bed, until 
they ſpontaneouſly grow more tolerable towards the 
dawn of day, we are then certain that the evil al- 
ready adheres to the fat of the bones.* 

But ſince the diploe of the bones of the cranium 


executes the office of the marrow, thence theſe foul 


evils occur ſo often in the head; for it is obſerved, 
that the venereal diſeaſe more frequently affects the 
head than any other part of the body, though even 
whilſt the virus of this diſeaſe received by the genital 
parts, is diſperſed by an univerſal maſs of humours, 
and afterwards depoſited in various parts, which it 
ſlowly waſtes away with purulent matter. 

Fernelius excellently remarks,+ the ſigns by which 
gouty pains are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe which are 
_ venereal. Arthritis enim brevi parvogque tempore ex- 
oritur, idque ex defiuxione, que repente in articulum 
incubuit. Dolores vero Luis Venereæ ſenſim procedunt, 
multoque tempore, ab eo excremento, quod pars male 
affecta paulatim congeſſit. Ad hec, arthritis in arti- 
culo, aut circa hunc, conſiſtit, fixaque eſt. Dolores ex 
Lue non articulos, ſed medios artus, obſident; in qui- 
bus & plerumque tophi concreſcunt ; maxime vero in 

8 | fronte, 
* Aphrodifiac. In Prafatione, + Ibidem, p. 614. 
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tor corrupted humours caſily lies open through theſe 
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fronte, & capite, in clavibus, in medio humeri ofſe, in 
medio cubiti radio, & in parte priori tibiæ; nonnun- 
guam & in aliis quoque offibus : © For the gout is 
„ bred in a ſhort and little time, and that from a 


_  defluxion which ſuddenly falls upon the joint; 


ce but the pains of the venereal diſeaſe proceed gra- 
« qually, and in a long courſe of time, from that 


.< excrement which the part affected had by degrees 


« aſſembled; and this gout is fixed, whether it con- 
« fiſts in the joint or about it. The venereal pains 


* attack not the joints, but their intermediate liga- 
-« ments, in which and for the moſt part the tophi 
<< grow, but moſtly in the forehead, head, amidſt 
< the ſhoulder-boncs, elbows, in the upper part 
ce of the ſhin-bone, and ſometimes in other bones 


&« alſo.” ; 

Beſides, the venereal pains have this property, that 
they are not mcreaſed by the tact, . are very 
often eaſed by a ſtrong preſſure on the parts ag- 

ed; whilſt the gouty patient cannot at all bear 


to be touched on the affected place, particularly in 


any rude manner; but by this it is to be under- 


ſtood, before that the bones are raiſed into hard 
tophi, for they become painful at a ruder tact. 


SE CT. MCCCCLV. 


ND then, upon the parts placed upon 
theſe bones, ariſe impoſthumes of the 


worſt nature. 


The ſurgeons know how difficult it is to cure thoſe 
evils which have their origin from an infected bone. 


If the bone has been affected by an external injury, 
after wounds, ſuppurations, &c. indeed the cure 


proceeds more ſlowly, but {till ſucceeds, as the way 
ſoft 
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ſoft incumbent parts, whoſe union is in like manner 
diſſolved; but when theſe ſuperpoſed ſoft parts de- 
generate into malignant ulcers, after thoſe noctur- 
nal pains, it is juſtly to be feared, that the marrow 
of the bones was deſtroyed before the ſoft parts 
could be affected. It has been ſeen that bones were 
already entirely eaten by a caries, though the in- 
cumbent ſoft parts ſtill remained whole; juſt as if 
a man's thigh-bone ſhould be brake in taking off 
his garters. If the bones of the cranium, after ha- 
ving a long time laboured under an intolerable ce. 
phalagia, ſhould be fo corroded, how great and many 
are the threatening evils attending them ! See the 
obſervations already cited in Sect. 1445, where ſuch 
ſad caſes are enumerated, Theſe obſervations made 
by Joannes de Vigo in his works, which he began 
to collect in the year 1502, and publiſhed in the 
year 1513, deſerve to be read; but ſince he was 
ſurgeon to pope Julius the ſecond, he without doubt 
ſaw the venereal diſeaſe whilſt it firſt appeared in 
Europe. The diſeaſe began from puſtules of the 
genitals in both ſexes, which were afterwards diſ- 
perſed throughout the whole body. Izterdum cum 
diftis puſtulis, vel ſaltem poſt earum ortum inde ad men- 
fem cum dimidio, vel circa, patiens lahorabat doloribus 
clamoſis, interdum circa frontem, interdum in ſpatulis, 
& humeris, & brachiis, & aliquando in tibiis, coxis, 
& anchis, A quibus doloribus aliquando .mulium paſt 
tempus, videlicet poſt aunum & ultra, quadam crie- 
bantur ſchirrofitates, ad inſtar offium, a quibus ægro- 
tantes clamoſis doloribus vexabantur, præſertim tempore 
nottis, & ſedabantur in die, Sc. Sometimes 
e through the aforeſaid puſtules, or. in a month 
« and a half, or thereabouts, after their riſe, a 
«+ patient laboured with alarming pains, ſome- 
& times about his forchead, blade-bones, ſhoulders, 
* arms, ſhin- bones, hips, knees, and ancles, from 

YOU: N.,. 1 * all 
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« all which pains, having laſted above a year and 
* a half, ſchirrous ſwellings aroſe on the bones, by 
« which -the fick are tormented with lamentable 
„ pains, eſpecially in the night-time, and are eaſed 
te in the day,” &c. But theſe pains always termi- 
nated in the corrupting or deſtroying of a bone, as 
it happened in the ſpina ventoſa. Trenſato vero 
anno cum dimidio, vel circa, quedam tuberefitates exi- 
turales, materia groſſa & phlegmatica plenæ, ad mo- 
dum non parve caſtancæ, albi coloris, ſubſlantie dure 
ad inſtar chord, aut nervi ſemiputrefatti, generaban- 
zur, quarum maturatio à natura tantum, ab/que aux- 
ilio alicujus medelæ, pltrumque faciliter efficicbatur. 
Qua de re, paſt earum crepaturam, ſeu aperiionem, 
omne genus ulcerum videbatur, Sc. But the year 
de and a half, or thereabouts, being elapſed, tome 
& little ſwellings, not leſs than a cheſnut, of a white 
* colour, and full of groſs phlegmatic matter, and 
* of a hard ſubſtance like a cord, or a half- putri- 
« fied nerve, were generated, their maturity was 


« eafily affected by nature, without the aid of any 


* medicine; from which matter every kind of ul- 
« cer was ſcen after theſe had cracked or opened,” 
&c. 

He afterwards diſplays this matter more amply in 
enumerating the various kinds of evils attending ul- 
cers; and proves, that every ſpecies of pain, every 
foulnefs of the ſkin, and all the diverſities of ulcers, 
concur in this diſeaſe : and he farther adds, Ultimo 
loco vidimus, febriculam oriri, que tot prenominatis 
malis hominem quaſi ad ethicam, aut ad ultimam ejus 
diem, conducebat: © In the laſt place we faw a fever 
„ ariſe, which, with the forementioned evils, almoft. 
4 conducted the man to his laft day.“ | 


SECT. 
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3E CT. MCCCCLVI. 


TY UT the venereal diſeaſe raiſes hard to- 

phi on theſe incumbent parts, which 
are almoſt void of pain, but gradually grow 
more acute, and then putrify theſe incumbent 
parts. 


The venereal diſeaſe, as hath appeared, very often 
infects the bones, and deſtroys them with a real ca- 
ries 3 it ſometimes acts more ſlowly in the bones, 
and raiſes them gradually into hard tumours, which 
hold out a long time before a caries follows; theſe 
are inſenſible, but yet the pain ſlowly increaſes, 
according to cuſtom, by an approaching or an in- 
creaſed corruption of the ſwelling bone, which after- 
wards corrupts the ſoft incumbent parts alſo, from 
whence all the evils mentioned in the precedent 
ſection ariſe. | 

But theſe moſt racking ofteocopal pains thus pro- 
voked by night, precede thoſe tophi. Theſe tu- 
mours are bred in the middle parts of the bones, they 
are ſometimes ſo ſoft, tough, and tenacious, that 
they yield to the preſſure of a finger, and they are 
called gummi, or gumihiata, becauſe they may be 
aptly compared to gum already ſtill diſtilling from 
the bark of a tree, but not yet ſo much hardened 
as to hecome fragil, though dried by the air; if 
theſe. are of a harder ſubſtance, and ſcarcely ſink 
any more under the preſſure of a finger, they are 
called tophi ; but when they grow entirely hard and 
oſſified, they are then uſually termed exoftoſes, and 
hyperoſtoſes, if the whole ſubſtance of the bone 
ſwells in that place, or if ſuch a hard tumour ſhould 
as it were beſiege ſo much of the bone. Ten 9 + 

” 2 aw 


+ Difſſertat de Arthrit, part. ii. 2. 64. 
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aw ſuch a tophus beſieging the ſhin- bone of a ſailor, 
of twenty-five years of age, who was infected by 
the venereal diſcaſe, and believed thoſe tormenting 
pains he ſuffered to be thoſe of the gout, which 
this hardy ſpecies of men muſt often ſuffer, by being 
expoſed night and day to the inclemencies or inju- 
ries of the air. Whilſt he buſily applied himſelf to 
his marine labours barefooted, the tophus, in being 
- roughly rubbed by a running rope, broke open: 
a ſurgeon cut open the place; having then worked 
away the perioſteum with his cutting and ſearing 
inſtruments, he endeavoured to deſtroy the evil, with 
great torment, but of no uſe to the patient. Ex- 
4, amining then the place more attentively, he found a 
{mall hole which hardly admitted the point of a 
probe ; he cur the lamina of the bone with a tre- 
pan, ſo made a way into the cavity of the ſhin-bone, 
and ſaw that the marrow had there degenerated as 
it were into a fungous fleſh, exceſſively ſenſible : he 
afterwards uſed the fame method which is uſually to 
be applied to the fractured bones of the cranium; 
. then having deviſed a cure for the venereal diſcaſe, 
the patient grew well. 
This obſervation confirms the opinion, that ſuch 
tophi are firſt raiſed by the affected bone, and are 
often from thence very difficult to be cured. 
Such tumours ſometimes adhere in certain places, 
where they cauſe the greateſt plague ; a remarkable 
example of. which J have ſeen. A man of thirty- 
three years of age, who frequented the Indies, had 
impure connections with an Indian woman, from 
whom he contracted a gonorrhea, which he attemp- 
ted to cure with oi/ of juniper, balſam copaybæ, ahd 
ſome other ſuch very hot medicines ; a phymoſis fol- 
| lowed, with a tumour. ſwelling the veins round the 
teſticles, and the gonorrhea obſtinately remained af- 
terwards for a whole year: it then began to dimi- 
niſh, but preſently a large buboe ſprung up in the 
Ke | right 
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right groin, which was cut open with a knife, and 
cured in India: tome fiſſures or cracks of the ſkin 
ſucceeded, with great pain and injury in his hands 
and feet, and as he was returning to his own coun- 
try, in four years after the firſt infection, theſe cracks 
began to diminiſh gradually as he approached Hol- 
land; they were healed in a ſhort time on returning 
to his friends. But the dire traces of the filthy 
Lues {till remained as well in and about his jaws, 
as in divers bones of his body. Amongſt the other 
evils which afflicted him, a large tophus, not chan- 
ging the colour of the integuinent, adhered under 
the muſcle of the left temple ; ſuch another, but 
yet leſs, lurked under the right temple ; from 
whence the unhappy patient could not move his 
mouth or jaws, ſo that his life was ſuſtained by pot- 
tage or broth only, until he at length periſhed by 
a dropſy, which ſprang from all thoſe other evils he 
fuffered. 1 


Ber. Ä. 


ROM whence the ſigns are eaſily 
diſcovered by which this diſorder is 
known. | | 


Unleſs I am deceived in theſe remarks hitherto 
mentioned, the ſigns which indicate the exiſtence of 
this venereal diſeaſe in the body, are therein con- 
tained ; and alſo thoſe effects which attend the dif- 
ferent parts of the body affected by this diſeaſe. I 
have allo ſedulouſly endeavoured to know what was 
to be hoped and feared from it, through a change- 
able habit of body, the various intenſity of the con- 
tagion, its more recent or inveterate ſtate in the body, 
thoſe places or thoſe parts it occupied, corroded, 
deſtroyed, and the diverſity of evils that follow, 
505 © together 
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together with the facility or difficulty of their 


Cure. 

Therefore as the diagnoſtic and prognoſtic ſgns 
of the Lues have been treated of, it now follows 
that its cure ſhould be alſo treated of. 

I will ſincerely mention thoſe remedies which I 
have obſerved in curing this diſeaſe z thoſe which I 
have known to be ſafe and real; I will praiſe thoſe 
men by whom I might have profited ; 1 will ſhew 
the reaſons which induced me to prefer ſome certain 
medicines and remedies to others, I find myſelf 
fully diſpoſed to follow the beſt methods, as ſoon 
2s I know them; until that good fortune happens 
to me, I will uſe my own. bee | 


SE C T. MCCCCLYLI. 
Gonorrhea is cured by bathing, fo- 


| mentation, an injection, a mercurial 
purgation often repeated, emulſions, balſams, 
an abſtinence from all ſtrung ſavory meat and 
drink ſtimulating to venery, and on the other 
hand from poor and meagre victuals and drink. 


The general indication in curing thoſe evils bred 
by a reception of the venereal contagion, particularly 
conſiſts in this, that the contagious virus be removed 
as ſoon as poſſible from the place it adheres to, and 
be expelled from the body, that it ſhould no farther 
injure the part it occupies, nor be i Ay the 
neighbouring or yet remoter parts of the body. . 
Various are the effects to be feared from the 
Lues, according to the diverſity of the places af- 
fected and contagious matter, the greater or les 
Exciting heat, and the different conſtitution of the 


infected body, as hath been obſerved in Scct. 1444+ 


But 
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But the venereal virus manifeſts itſelf uſually in 
that place to which it firſt adheres: in a ſoft in- 
fammation, a whitiſh, ſcaley, corroding, mucous 
puſtule, which obſtinately reſiſts all common reme- 
dies, and afterwards diſtils a fœtid, mucous, flow, 
greeniſh, corroding filthy corruption, and then the 
evil ſpreads rather in breadth than in depth. 

If it ſhould adhere to the external part of the 
yard, the place affected is called a anker, on ac- 
count of the difficulty of its cure. If t ſhould at- 
tack the interior fide, ſuch a corruption flows ſooner 
or later from the urethra, and then it js called a go- 
norrbea, which is diſtinguiſhed by many kinds, in 
regard to the diverſity of the place it occupies, in 
the whole courſe of the urethra and adjacent parts, 
or the diſcharge of its humours into the hollow 
channel of the urethra, which the contagion of the 
Lues had infected. That theſe evils may be exactly 
known, an anatomical cognizance of theſe parts is 
abſolutely required; from which theſe various and 
moſt tedious evils, ſometimes accompanying or fol- 
lowing a gonorrhea, can be underſtood. All theſe 
have been already deſcribed in Sect. 1447, and in 
what followed: it now follows that the cure of the 
gonorrhea be diſcuſſed. f 
Buy bathing, fomentation.] The chief attention 
is to be applied to purging out the infected virus, 
that a free and eaſy diſcharge may be obtained for 
the flowing matter: hence the more prudent phyſi- 
cians endeavour to obtain this by baths and fomen- 
tations, as they perpetually moiſten and warm the 
parts, ſo that the received virus may be allured to 
flow out with all the corruption it formed. 

Emollient herbs, added to flour and ſoft. anti- 
feptics, are proper materials for the bath and fomen- 
ration. Such a preſcription 1s given in the Materia 
Medica, thus; Leaves of wallows are for the emol- 
hients, and a compoſition of rue, ſcordium and garlick 
for the antiſeptics; to which are added, a little 

2 Venetian 


2 
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Venetian ſoap and ſpirits of wine : the quantity of 
the emollients, as well as the antiſeptics, may be 
augmented at will, according as a more, or leſs de- 
tergent remedy may be deſired : of ſuch- materials 
puitices or plaſters may be formed, to be laid on 
theſe parts: to theſe is uſually added a little /;nſeed 
vil, that this pultice may not dry too ſoon. Very 
great care mult be taken that no corruption may be 
collected between the prepuce and the glans, nor 
make any ſtay there, tor trom thence a new infection, 
and corroſion of the glans, and inſide of the pre- 
uce, a phymoſis and other eviis are to be feared : 
555 let the ablution be diligently made, and the 
glans be wrapped up in the emollient and light- 
f antiſeptic pultice, whilſt the prepuce is with- 
ar for they draw the matter outwards ; this 
waſhing and cleanſing ſhould be often repeated in the 
day-time, | | 
1 muſt confeſs, that it is very incommodious to 
thoſe who are in public offices, or not at their own 
liberty, to attend thoſe frequent cleanſings in the day, 
without giving ſome ſuſpicion of the lurking evil 
to thoſe from whoſe knowledge of it they moſt 
anxiouſly deſire to conceal it. I have adviſed ſuch 
perſons to ſteep the penis in a veſſel fill'd with an 
ual quantity of new milk and water, in which a 
little Venetian Toap had been diſſolved, then to wipe 
it gently, ſo as not to irritate the ſenſible parts of 
it; after this cleanſing, let a ſoft plafter of mucilagi- 
nous drugs, or of melilot, or ſuch like, be applied to 
the naked glans when the prepuce is withdrawn 
for though the baths, fomentations, and pultices 
ought to be uſed firſt, yet theſe through urgent ne- 
ceſſity may be applied in the place of them. 
The votaries to Venus and the brothel houſes re- 
poſe great hopes of impunity in an immediate waſh- 
ing of the genitals after coition, 


By 


* Aphrodiſie. in Packutione 
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By injection. ] A careful and frequent ablution 
and cleanſing are particularly uſeful and necelſary in 
that ſpecies of the gonorrhea (fee Sect. 1447), 
where the corruption as it were exudes from the 
glans through its ſubſtance, and is collected under 
the prepuce; and alſo when the ſeat of the gonor- 
rhea is not very diſtant from the orifice of the ure- 
thra ; but when the ſeat of the evil 15 more diſtant, 
theſe fomentations and baths reach not the affected 
place directly, though they are of ule for cleanling 
away the corruption of the gonorrhea, which diltils 
from the urethra, and is collected between the pre- 
puce and the glans: hence many others who have 
applied themſelves to curing this diſcaſe, thought it 
would be of great ſervice to apply ſuch-like reme- 
dies as are oftner injected through a tunnel into the 
urethra, in the form of a bath, fomentarion, and a 
pultice, that the contagion may be purged out, 
the injurious pains mollified, and the ſtrangury 
amended. 0 | 

As ſuch injections can waſh and cleanſe the whole 
length of the urethra, and various remedies be -ap- 
plied according to the changeable ſtate of the evil, 
they hoped they would cure a gonorrhea by injec- 
tions only, as a local diſorder. A celebrated phy- 
ſician was of this opinion ; * who would have aquam 
calcis vive, ſaccharum ſaturni, vitriolam album, de- 
coctum guajaci, &c. to be injected into the urethra, 
by which he promiſed a certain cure of the gonor- 
rhea. I conteſs myſelf very ayerſe to this method, 
which I believe to be dangerous, for ſuch conſtrin- 
gent remedies muſt be certainly injurious, afford but 
alſe hopes of a cure, whilſt they ſtop the flux and 
by no means produce a cure; nor does the ſenſible 
urethra bear ſuch acrid remedies with impunity, but 
{ometimes ſuffers intolerabie pains; it is entirely 
wrinkled until it is hardened, by the repeated = of 
ach 


* Morando-Morando Prima Decade di Lettere, &c, 


p. 311, 112, 
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ſuch remedies ; from whence the moſt obſtinate com- 
plaints afterwards follow, which, together with all 
theſe already retained by the venereal virus, are to 
be feared. 

The more prudent phyſicians only uſed injections 
of emollient and detergent remedies, that the af- 
fected place in the channel of the urethra might be 
cleanſed ; ſuch a method is thus received in the 
materia medica. If a great heat is felt in the urethra, 
a {mall handful of the feeds of quinces, infuſed in 
roſe water injected warm into the urethra, will mi- 
tigate and inviſcate the corroding acrimony. 

But this is to be remarked concerning the injec- 
tions to be applied in the cure of the gonorrhea ; 
but the cure is foreſeen to be more difficult where 
the place affected in the urethra is more diſtant from 
its extremity, and tends towards the proſtatæ and 
the bladder ; for the gonorrheal corruption, in the 
channel of the urethra, is driven backward by the 
injections, and the contagion - is applied to remoter 
places, which is very dangerous. It 1s indeed true, 
that the urethra, running long the inferior part 
of the penis, may be eaſily cloſed, ſo as that the in- 
jected liquor may not reach the poſterior parts; and 
then that whole part of the yrethra, between the 
place cloſed or preſſed by the fingers, and the open- 
ing of the urethra, may be ſafely waſhed and cleanſed : 
but if the leaſt negligence is here committed in a 


choice of a place for this preſſure in the urethra, or 


if (through any cauſe whatſoever) the urethra is not 
entirely preſſed, a part of the injected liquor will 
paſs through that ſtoppage and drive the poiſonous 
corruption farther in. 
Where the admirable fabric of the penis was de- 
ſcribed in Sect. 1447, it was remarked, that the in- 
ternal membrane of the urethra is pierced by a co- 
ious number of little oblong holes, or greater or 
pores, which the excretory channels of the 
glands, placed in the cavernous body of the urethra, 
WET | produce: 
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roduce: thoſe channels near the internal mem- 
5 of the urethra run through the cavernous 
body of it, and then obliquely penetrate the cavity 
of it, which they ſmear with a mild ſecreted humour, 
and ſo fortify it againſt the acrimony of the urine. 
The orifices of theſe channels open by an oblique 
duct into the urethra, and therefore bear the figure 
of a half- moon; therefore, though the injections 
may not protrude the corruption towards the poſte- 
rior parts, whilſt the urethra is preſſed by the fin- 
gers, they can ſtill urge the virus into theſe furrows 
or mouths, and ſo propagate the evil in the caver- 
nous body of the urethra. 

If all theſe circumſtances are conſidered, that 
cleanſing or waſhing, formed by the urine itſelf, will 
appear moſt ſafe and eaſy, for the whole length of 
the urethra is waſhed and cleanſed ; this is ejected 
with great force, whilſt the contracted bladder is 
agitated after the vanquiſhed reſiſtance of the ſphine- 
ter; but ſuch is the direction of the urine caſt out, 
that it ſweeps away the corruption adhering in the 
urethra, but urges it not into theſe channels diſtri- 
buted through the cavity of the urethra by + 
means, though ſome of them open with orifices ſuf- 
ficiently ſpreading. It is indeed true, that the urine, 
even of a found perſon, has ſome acrimony in it 
which injures theſe excoriated and ulcerous places; 
bur it is in the power of art to render the urine ſo 
thin and mild that it can jn no meaſure irritate the 
urethra ; the patients are therefore enjoined to drink 


more than is needful, and to have their drink pre- 


pared of mild watery remedies infuſed in pure wa- 
ter, made into a decoction of emollient herbs, ſuch 
as an infuſion of Jiquorice, milk whey, milk and 
water, {mall-beer, warmed emulſions, &c. amongſt 
which thoſe which are molt pleaſing to the palate 
are to be choſen by the patients. . 

But as the urine which is all night retained in 
the bladder, always becomes more acrid, and a 
| N quan- 
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quantity of matter 15 alſo accumulated in the cavity 


of the urethra, during the time of a longer ſleep, 


yet the damages to be feared may be eaſily avoided : 
if the patient drinks two pounds of ſmall drink be- 
fore he compoſes himſelf to fleep, in three or four 
hours after, he will ſpontaneouſly awake to make 
water; that done, he may take a larger draught of 
ſome cooling liquor, and ſleep again; ſo the urine 
will remain thin, and will by. no means be rendered 
acrid, whilſt the corruption collected in the urethra 
wall be alſo cleanſed away by the frequent urine, 
and the ſtrangurial injuries, which ſo often accom- 
pany the gonorrhea, will be avoided or much eaſed. 
All that utility that can be expected from the injec- 
tions will be obtained by this method, without dread 
of any other damage. | | 

If little confidence is to be repoſed in theſe in- 
jections which are mild and ſoft, and that they only 
wipe away the matter, that which 1s to be imagined 
from the more acrid remedies, injected by mounte- 
banks, eaſily appears: thoſe which are uſually ap- 
plied to venereal ulcers, in places covered with the 
cutis, will be mentioned in Sect. 1463. If theſe re- 
medies are liquid, they moſt malignantly affect the 
ſenſible internal ſuperficies of the urethra with their 
corroding power, and create the moſt intenſe pains: 
but we ſhall ſee hereafter how little is to be expected 
from local remedies alone. The ſame diſadvantage 
is to be expected from the wax bougie; which have 
acrid corroding remedies mixed in them, concerning 


which matter - ſee Sect. 431. Even though they 


conſiſt of ſoft wax, unleſs they are introduced by a 
ſkilful hand, they may certainly produce not the 
lighteſt of evils. A man, wearied with a daily diſtil- 
lation of the urethra, was perſuaded to thruſt a long 
{mall bougie of this kind into it; as this introduction 
eaſily ſucceeded, it penetrated the bladder, ſo that 
a remarkable part of it ſtuck in the cavity of the 
bladder ; being then ſoftened by the heat of the 
| : | Place, 
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place, it became more flexible, and twined into a 
knot, which obſtructed its paſſage out again when 
attempted to be drawn: it was at length pulled out 
by ſuch force chat a violent hæmorrhage enſued, to- 
gether with a tumour of the penis and ſcrotum, 
and ſwellings of the belly; yet he eſcaped from this 
no {mall danger by the aſſiſtance of a ſkilful ſur- 
geon.“ 

By mercurial purges often repeated.] Many ce- 
lebrated phyſicians have with ſucceſs applied cathar- 
tics often repeated to the curing a gonarrhea, and 
they even praiſe it as the only efficacious one; ſo 
Antonius Muſa Braſavolus , and many others after 
him, have thought : but as the efficacy of the mer- 
cury, in curing the venereal diſeaſe, was fo cele- 
brated, therefore a mercurial purgation was by far 
preferred to any other by many of the faculty; yet 
it is very certain, that other purgations had been 
oftner ſufficient to rout away this evil ; ſo Sydenbam, & 
in treating of the gonorrhea, ſays, Curationis omnis 
cardo in remediis catharticis vertitur, quantum buc 
uſque uſu comperimus, quorum auxilio vel educitur bu- 
mor peccans, vel procuratur diverſio ſuccorum corporis 
naturalium, qui aliter hoſti in pabulum cederent: The 
« ſole foundation of this cure depends upon cathar- 
ci tic remedies, as far as we have hitherto diſco- 
<«.vered of their uſe ; for by their aſſiſtance the 
« vicious or peccant humour is brought forth, or a 
c diverſion of the natural juices of the body pro- 
« duced, which would otherwiſe be given up as 
% food for this hoſtile diſeaſe.” « I alſo acknow- 
ledge that this diſeaſe can be cured by whatſoever 
cathartic remedies which are for a long time and often 
applied: but he choſe the ſtrongeſt, which purge 
the bile particularly, and alſo the foyl corrupted 
matter from the blood. 


It 


* Academ. Royale de Chirurg. tom. III. p. 610, 
t Aphrodiſiac. p. 684. 
5 Epiſtol, Reſponſ. II. p. 418. 
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It was before proved by many phyſicians, that the 
ion of the venereal diſeate is entangled, and 
then unites itſelf with the fat humours of the body; 
they therefore preſcribed thoſe re medies which diſſolve 
and then bring all the flow and fat humours from 
the body. I here is much to be hoped that the 
contracted virus, which was united to theſe, can be 
freed from its chains and go out of the body, for 
by the repeated uſe of ſtronger purging remedies a 
fat man can be entirely emaciated, as before men- 
tioned. In Sect. 761, where the uſe of purgations in 
an intermitting fever is treated of, it was adviſed, 
that even good humours were to be broken by the 
purging medicine, and then to be purged out in the 
manner as it is mentioned of Helmont, in the ſame 
place, who experienced it to his prejudice, whilſt he 
was curing of the 1tch ; he was ſo emaciated by the 
repeated uſe of purging medicines, that his knees 
trembled, his voice grew hoarſe, and all his ſtrength 
failed him: he from hence. concluded, that ſuch 
urgatives had turned the vivid ſubſtance of the 
body into a liquid and a putrid diſeaſe. Such pur- 
ging remedies have ſuch particular virtue in them, 
that they are uſually called bydrogege by the phyſi- 
cians, which Sydenbam® teſtifies, ſola Falappe radice, 
pPauperibus aliquoties ſubvenerit, quorum tenuitati, & 
rebus anguſtis domi, conſulendum erat: A purge of 
0 Jalap only could oftentimes relieve the poor, for 
« whole leanneſs of body and narrow circumſtances 
« at home it was to be preſcribed.” Mg 
In the Materia Medica there are three methods of 
making up thele purgative remedies ; the two firſt of 
which contain a large doſe of mercurius dulcis, which 
ſeems not to be yet ſo abſolutely or always requiſite. 
The celebrated Boerhaave himſelf, did not approve of 
mercurial preparations for curing the gonorrhea, but 
Falappam, Hermodatiyles, Scammoncum, Senam, impri- 
mis, 


* Fpiſt. Reſponſor. II. p. 419, 
1 In Prafatione ad Aphrodiſiacum. 
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mis. Hee, crebro uſurpata, poteſtatem habent diſſol- 
vendi ſanguinem in aquam, hanc depellendi deorſum, & 
evacuandi per inteſtina; hac agunt valide ſemper & in 
urine vaſa, veſicam, urethram. Hinc & laudatiſſimus 
horum uſus in locis huic malo nativis, Africa, & Ame- 
rica; quin & probatiſſimus quoque apud optimos fere 
noſtroruni in arte magiſtrorum : * Particularly Jallap, 
« Meadow-ſaffron, Scammony, and Sena: theſe, 
« often and a long time uſed, have the power 
« of diſſolving blood into water, of driving that 
« downwards, and evacuating it through the bowels z 
« and they always ſtrongly operate in the veſſels 
in the bladder and urethra: hence the uſe of theſe 
« remedies became not only moſt general for this 
<« diſeaſe in their native places, Africa and America, . 
e but were allo the moſt approved of by almoſt all 
our beſt maſters of this art.” He praiſed that me- 
thod, whereby the recent corruption entirely adheres 
to one external place ſo as to produce an ulcer; 
then he adds, Nunguam probabo temerarios auſus illo- 
rum, qui conſulenti ſuper hoc malo juventutti, ilico ſua- 
dent uſum argenti vivi; quod ſemper corpori nocet; nec 
neceſſarium ſæ pe habetur :* © ] will never approve 
« of the raſhneſs of thoſe who immediately recom- 
«© mend the uſe of mercury, for curing this diſeaſe, 
eto the youth demanding their counſel, for it always 
« injures the body, nor is it often neceſſary.” But 
Sydenham + juitly ſays, that a ſalivation by mercury will 
not cure a gonorrhea, whilſt it carries off the Lues, 
which is a companion to it; from whence he ſtated 
the following obſervations : Quoties Lues, & 'Gonor- 
rbæa, una ſtabulantur, vel ante ſalivationem, vel ea 
jam peratta, Gonorrbee curatio tentanda eſt; quod & 
tutius fit, me judice, & facilius etiam, poſt fimitam ſa- 
livationem, cum, Luem habens comitem, Gonorrbæa 
egrius dometur ; que vero a pregreſſa ſalivatione qua- 
dantenus ſubacta fuit, minori negotio expugnari ſoleat : 
© The 
* In Præfatione ad Aphrodifiacum, 
T Epiſt. II, Reſponſ. p. 432. 
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The cure of the gonorrhea is to be attempted as 

« often as the I.ues and gonorrnea are coupled to- 

« gether, either before a ſalivation or after it, which 

* is, according to my judgment, yet more ſafe and 

« eaſy; for the gonorrhea being accompanied by the 
Lues, will be iubdued with more difficulty; but 

When the lahvation is finiſhed, the gonorrhea will 
* be rooted out with leſs trouble.” Boerbaave * 
ailirms the fame, except it ſhould be that ſpecies of a 
gonorrhea which makes its neſt in the Cote perian 

. glands; in the cure of which he ſaid, Quare etiam 
| ſubinde hic recurrendum erit ad graviſſima remedia pty- 
| aliſmi. Quamvis enim Gonorrhee priores eo nunguam 
cureniur, tamen poſterior hæc ſpecies, in parte ſolidiore 
glanduloſa nidulans, in qua vaſa arterioſa, & cordis 
impetus, magis attuoſa deprebenduntur,” mercurii vim 
longe promptius excipit: Wherefore recourſe muſt 
* be now and then had to the ſtrongeſt remedies for 
« vomiting; for though the former gonorrheas will 
« never be cured by that, yet this laſt ſpecies reſt- 
« ing in the more ſolid glandular part, in which the 
« arterial veſſels and the impetuoſity of the heart 
« are found more active, receives the power of the 
« mercury far more readily.” It is to be obſcrved, 
that theſe glands adhere to the outfide of the ure- 

_. thra, though their ducts open into the cavity of it, 
and are corroded in ſuch a manner by the received 
virus, that they degenerate. into deep, hollow, ca- 
vernous ulcers ; from whence the danger of an uni- 
verſal Lues becomes very threatening, to avoid which 
a ſalivation was uſually attempted: | 
Some more recent obſervations prove in like 
manner, that theſe remedics, which uſually and hap- 
pily eradicate the Lues, are but of little or no uſe 
in curing the gonorrhea. This is teſtiſied by thoſe 
famous Engliſh ſurgeons, who had the frequent cure 

of ſoldiers labouring under the venereal diſcaſes, 

| EE] and 


* In Præfatione Aphrodiſiaci. 
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and thoſe who were to be cured of a gonorrhea in 
camp. That corroſive fublimate mercury, infuſed/ 
in ſpirits diſtill'd from corn (more of which here- 
after) had indeed wrought a confirmed cure of the 
Lues, but by no means of a virulent gonorrhea, 
which can be cured without any mercurial reme- 
dies, if not attended by other evils.* - £ 
Sydenham + repoſed no manner of confidence in 
the uſe of decoctions made of drying kinds of wood, 
ſuch as guaiacum, &c. which are prepared and ex- 
rolled by many as ſpecifics dint venereal com- 
plaints. For by theſe univerſum &gri corpus, tum 
precipue pars affecta, jam pridem nimis incaleſcentia, 
ulterius adhuc inflammabantur ; noununquam etiam Go- 
norrbæa, que paulo ante evanuerat, quod me obſervaſſe 
memini, denuo in conſpectum 'prodiit : * by heating 
<« remedies the whole body, and eſpecially the part 
affected, long before inflamed,” are ſtill more ſo; 
and the gonorrhea, which ſometimes had alſo va- 
e niſhed, makes its appearance again, as I remember 
<« to have obſerved.” | 
The celebrated Afruc F adviſes the cure of the 
gonorrhea to be begun by letting blood, for he holds 
this to be an inflammatory diſeaſe, and that all the 
conſequences of an inflammation here to be feared, 
and even a benign removal of the humours can be 
here obtained; yet but ſeldom or ſcarcely ever but 
in caſes of lighter gonorrheas, and when the patients 
were willing to acquieſce in repeated diſcharges of 
blood and exact rules of diet: but this evil, if 
bur light, requires no ſuch loſs of blood, for a flight 
infection, not obſtinately adhering to the part af-. 
feed, is eaſily waſhed away by mollifying decoc- 
tions only, and if I may ſincerely ſpeak, my opi- 
nion is, that no bleeding is required; for a mild 
Vol. XVII. y Q | ſtate- = 
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ſtate of humours, as mentioned in Sect. 386, is re- 

uired for the removal of the venereal contagion : 
K ſtate is never to be expected from the place to 
which the contagion adheres, as it is capable of 
corrupting and corroding not only the ſkin, but the 
ſolid bones allo : the only hope of a cure then con- 
fiſts in driving out the contracted virus by a flux. 
Beſides, it very rarely happens, that the patients ap- 


ply for remedies before ſome unaccuſtomed matter 
diſtils from the penis; ſo that a cure by a removal 


ſcarcely ſeems to he thought of, nor will it be worth 


while to let blood in every gonorrhea : ſtill if there 
be a heat, and a painful erection, with a very painful 
dyſury, celebrated man believes,“ haud ſegnius, par- 
ciuſve, venam eſſe tundendam, quam in ipſa Peripneu- 


monia, vel dyſeuteria : © that a vein ought not to be 


« more ſlowly or ſparingly pierced than in caſe of 


- « a peripneumony, or a dyſentery ;”* but I by a de- 


coction of the roots of althea and liquorice only, 


when plentifully drank, together with an applica- 


tion of the moſt emollient fomentations, could of- 
tener ſoften and overcome ſuch powerful complaints; 
for they were thus immediately diminiſhed, and the 
flux was poured forth in a larger quantity; for by 
theſe emollient remedies, and the relaxation of the 
paſſage, the, corruption is to be expected to flow 

out in ſafety, and in greater quantity than if the 
whole cure was directed to healing the inflammation : 
for the venereal diſcaſe is not naturally prone to in- 


flammation, as appears if the effects of the conta- 


gion, in a place conſpicuous to the eye, are conſi- 
dered::; for the firſt ſigns are pruritus, calor, lenis in- 


flammatio; © an itching, heat, and gentle inflamma- 


« tion,” followed in a ſhort time by puſtula ſubalba, 


ſguamoſa, erodens ; © a whitiſh, ſcaly, corroding 
_«* yuſtule,” concerning which ſee Set. 1444. In- 


deed it ſometimes happens, that the virile member is 
inflated, in youth of a hot nature, by the uſe of a 

. plenty 
* Lib. iii, cap. i. ſect. iv, & v. p. 168, ac þ 
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plenty of rich food and exceſs of wine, whilſt they 


wear and totally exhauſt themſelves in their ſum- 
mer's heat and prime by immoderate venery; and it 
ſometimes happens, that new- married men ſuffer an 
inflation of the member, attended with pain and 
redneſs, after having forcibly prepared a way for 
new enjoyments. Thoſe who copiouſly uſe acrid 
diuretics, natural or artificial balſams, for the cure 
of the gonorrhea, experience this ſame evil. In ſuch 
caſes a ſudden diſcharge of blood takes place, as 
will appear in Sect, 1460. I would only adviſe this, 
that the gonorrhea does not want or neceſſarily re- 
quire venæſection, and that it ſhould not always be 
begun with by opening of a vein in hopes of a happier 
and ſpeedier cure. | 

Sydenham, as it is known, uſed an abundant diſ- 
charge of blood in curing of inflammatory diſeaſes, 
but admitted that by no means in the cure of the 
_ gonorrhea, eſpecially in the beginning of it, as he 
did not from thence hope for a benign removal of the 
beginning diſeaſe : for ſo he ſays, In temperamento 
admodum ſanguineo, & affectu pertinaciori, paſt menſem 
catharci datum, aut circiter, ut plurimum ſanguinis unc. 
viit, vel ix, e brachio dentro detrahendas ſuadeo. Ut 
maturius celebretur Venæſectio, auctor non ſum, ne hac 
r foga v contagium penitius inſeratur: If an ex- 
ceœeding ſanguine conſtitution, or an obſtinate in- 
<« fection after a courſe of purges had been given 
« for a month or thereabouts, I adviſe that eight 
or nine ounces of blood at the moſt, be drawn 
from the right arm; but I dont adviſe letting 
* blood more early, leſt the contagion be inoculated 
or fixed by it.“? | r a 
Purgations by ſtool principally conduce to the 
cure of the gonorrhea, and are recommended to be 
often repeated: 4 decottion of Tamarinds and Sena 
leaves, will often ſuffice for perſons who are eaſily 
| work'd, and daily drink it until the ſymptoms, 

3 . namely, 

* Epiſt, II. Reſponſ. p. 422. , 


228 TheVEntrear Dis asr. Sect. 1458. 
namely, the ſcalding of urine, ſtrangury, the ſenſi- 
bility of the ſtricture in the urethra, are abated, 
the quantity of flowing matter diminiſhed, and the 
colour of it changed for the better; for in the be- 
ginning, the flux is ſometimes of a reddiſh colour, 
er a deep. green, then grows yellow, then uſually 
thickens and grows white. Let cathartics be ſtill 
iven, but at greater intervals, leſt the force ſhould 
be exhauſted, and the body waſted by a large and 
continued diſcharge of matter; let ſtronger medi- 
eines be given to thoſe WhO are not worked by theſe 
cathartics. So Sydenham, who acknowledges that 
he has cured the poor with jallap only; commonly 
gave hotter purges, ales, cologuintida mixed with 
opabalſam, of which he ordered 40 grains to be ta- 
ken every morning at 4 or 5 o'clock, during 12,14, 
or more days, donec urine ardor, & materia ſeminifor- 
mis color flavus admodum, imminuuantur: * until the 
5 fcalding of urine, and yellow colour of the mat- 
ter, were exceedingly diminiſhed fo as to render 
«the matter like feed.” He afterwards gave ca- 
thartic purges every other day during fifteen days; 
quo. tempore clapſo, ſufficit, ut bis in ſeptimana ſumantur 
Pilulæ, danec humor, ex urethra ſtillare folitus, prorſus 
ruaneſcat; quod, ut plurimum, non nift pyft multos dies 
contingit : after that time it will be ſufficient to 
t take the pills twice a week, until the accuſtomed 
* humour diſtils not from the urethra, which in the 
4 moſt: happens not until after many days.“ 
It is very evident, that the age and conſtitution 
of thoſe men who take theſe ſtrong and frequently re- 
peated purges are to be confidered ; the groſs and 
fatter bodies can bear theſe, but not the dry and 
huſky, which are to be purged with milder reme- 
dies, but ſtill not ſo frequently repeated. Such per- 
ons mould drink the emollient decoction plentifully 
during the days of exemption from the cathartics, 
and nouriſh their bodies with light ſoft food; they 
(ea $3.4 will 
* Epiſt. Reſponſ. II. p. 414- 
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will perhaps be more ſlowly cured, but the flower 
the ſafer. Celſus + certainly ſaid very juſtly, Pur- 
gationes quoque, ut interdum necefſarie ſunt, fie, ubi fre- 
quentes ſunt, periculum adferunt. Aſſueſeit enim nin ali 
corpus, & ob hoc inſir mum erit : * That as cathartics 
“are alſo ſometimes neceſſary, ſo when they are 
“frequently repeated they bring on danger, for the 
body, grown accuſtomed to a want of nouriſhment, 
«© will be rendered infirm by it.“ | 

It happens that theſe purgatives, particularly the 
more acrid, irritate and hardly fail of excoriating 
the inteſtinum rectum by a frequent teneſmus, 
whilſt they likewiſe affect the adjacent neck of 
the bladder, and excite a ſtrangury, or increaſe that 
which already accompanies a gonorrhea. An author,* 
famous for curing this diſeaſe, excellently remarked, 
that after the quantity of the flux had been dimi- 
niſhed, and its quality amended by the uſe of theſe 
purgatives, the cure would be no better advanced by 
a farther uſe of them; but a freſh dyſuria might 
{pring up, and the priapiſm, and quality of the 
flowing matter, become again much worſe; from 
whence the cure muſt be afterwards performed by 
milder remedies : this frequently happens to men 
of a dry, hot, bilious conſtitution, but thoſe of a 
coid, lax, phlegmatic nature, bear theſe evacuations 
by ſtool more eaſily. It will preſently be ſaid how 
offenſive the erections of the penis may be in curing 
the gonorrhea ; how the priapiſm ariſes after the 
frequent uſe of ſtronger cathartics, and how the 
milder purges given at greater intervals ſolely con- 
duce to a Cure. 

It ſometimes happened, that ſome imprudent 
young men, willing to conceal this filthy diſeaſe, 
and ſtill anxiouſly deſirous of a cure, had uſed ſome 
draſtic purging remedies daily for many days. I 
have known the tunica of the inteſtines to be ſo cor- 

| Q 3 | roded 


+ Lib. i. cap. iii. p. 3t. Turner Siphylis, p. 70. 
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roded in one of theſe, that the blood broke ſud- 


denly and abundantly forth through the anus. I 


have known ſome others, all exhauſted and pale, to 


have languiſhed for months before they could in any 


- meaſure recover their ſtrength. * How many evils 
are not to be feared whilſt youth expoſe themſelves 


to new dangers, when ſcarcely cured-of repeated 


gonorrheas, by which they are ſeverely puniſhed, 


or in having recourſe to either their own counſel, 
or that of impoſing mountebanks, for a repetition 
of ſuch a cure; for the common worn-out proſti- 


tutes, who ſerve their time in a brothel, boaſt of 


being very much ſkilled by filthy experience in the 
cure of this diſeaſe. | . 


But though a gonorrhea is uſually to be cured by 


milder and ſufficiently evacuating purgatives, yet it 


ſometimes happens, that the cure is more ſlow and 
the patient is more difficultly purged ; then Syden- 
bam, having increaſed the doſe, gave it in a liquid, 


which ex Tamarindis, foliis' Sene, Rheo, Manna, 6 


rupo ex Spina cervina, Sc. parabantur: * was made 


up of Tamarinds, leaves of Sena, Rhue, Manna, 


and Buck-thorn ſyrup.” Then if a cure did not 
ſucceed from theſe, he gave a dram and a half of 


the pilule ex duchys, with twenty grains of mercu- 


rius dulcis, and that twice in the week; theſe pilulæ 


ex duobus conſiſt of an equal quantity of Coloquintida = 
and Scammony; from whence it is juſtly called a 
. . Araftic remedy ; but he ſeems to have repoſed a par- 


ticular hope in this, # Turbith minerale ad gr. viij, 
tantum bis, vel ter, daretur (idque interpoſite debits 
temporis ſpatio, ne fert aboriatur Ptyaliſmus) ; qued- 


- quidem remedium in eradicanda difficiliori Gonorrhæa 
Facile primas fert: * If viy grains of turbith mine- 
ral be given only twice or thrice (and that inter- 
poſed by a due ſpace of time, leſt that a ptyaliſ 
£ mus ſhould by chance ariſe from thence;) which 


2 


# Fpit. II. Reſponfor. p. 429. 
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“js by far the moſt excellent and certain remedy 
« for eradicating a violent and tenacious gonorrhea.” 
Turner + praiſed this ſame method, if the gonorrhea 
ſhould be exceſſiyely virulent, and that there were 
ſhankers alſo in the genitals. 

It IP 5 from all that has been here ſaid, that 
men the moſt experienced in curing theſe eyils, had 
repoſed particular hope in the uſe of repeated ca- 
thartics; and that they firſt gave the milder remedies, 
by which, if the evil was not amended, the more 
powerful and even the draftic purges were applied by 
them, particularly in repeated and very virulent go- 
norrheas, ſuch as thoſe are wont to be when they 
only manifeſt themſelves a long time after the ſuſ- 
pected venery. It alſo appeared, that the applica- 
tion of mercurial remedies is not always neceſſary, 
nor that a gonorrhea obeys a ſalivation. | 

The method of purging is uſually very tireſome 
and diſpleaſing to many, concerning which the cele- 
brated * Boerbaave thus ſays, Negue crediderim, te- 
mere excultam uſque methodum huic propofite præri- 
| puiſſe ; nopi quippe alias fleraſque, tentavi, cum fac 
comparavi. Fateor, incommoda eft aulicis, in celebri- 
tate verſant;bus, vel munera publica gerentibus.; ſed tuta 
ſebe ardua ſunt, & muleſkg. Novi promiſſa Agyrta- 
rum, ſe curaturos vel in regali natantes luxu, equitantes, 
omnia valuptatum genera exercentes. Sed mihi, . & hee 
conanti, haud licuit eſſe tam beato. Quin & dolui ſæpe, 
gum fic trafatos Illuſtres viros vidi per annos vitam 
agere reliquiis veteris mali abnaxiam: Neither can I 

« 'ealily believe, that this method had been catched 
« up readily ſq as to be generally diyulged and 
e ſpread abroad, becauſe-I have known ſome, and 
& tried ſome others, which I have compared with 
„this. +acknowledge it to be incommodious to 
* courtiers who frequent brilliant aſſemblies; or to 
& thoſe who bear public offices, but every ſafe me- 

Q 4: thod 
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* thod proves troubleſome and difficult. I have 
* known ſome quacks who have promiſed a cure 
even to thoſe: perſons floating on the torrent of 
luxury, riding, or exerciſing themſelves in every 
© other kind of pleaſure 5 but my endeavours in 
* theſe caſes could promiſe me no ſuch happy ſuc- 
& ceſs, and I have often grieved to ſee many 1lluftri- 
* ous men thus treated, and paſs their lives, ſtill 
continuing obnoxjous for many years to the re- 
cc jicts of the inveterate evil.” | 8 
The drinking of mineral waters has been praiſed 
by many for curing a gonorrhea, or at leaſt for 
extirpating the light remains of it; but Sydenham * 
was indignant at ſeeing this paſs into a cuſtom 
much embraced; for he affirms cathartics to be pre- 
ferable to all other remedies, and ſeverely incul- 
cated that the patients muſt be very temperate in 
their uſe of mineral waters; for he ſays, that it is 
certainly manifeſt from theſe morbi religuias, e cory 
pore eliminandas, vi adſtringente, & Plus ſatis ſanativa, 
arctius conſtringi, & quaſi clavo figi trabali ; unde, quod 
ſepius obſervauit, ſcrott. tumores enaſcebantur, quaties | 
in ' mori principio, vel ftatu, pejoraque adhuc ſymptc- 
mata, ut caruncuig, ſi quando ſub exitu ejus, pota- 
« rentur : that the reliques of the diſeaſe, which 
are to be driven out of the body by force, are 
« but more tightly wedged in, like a ſpike driven 
* into a beam, when that force ſurpaſſes the ſuffi- 
« cient meaſure for healing; from whence he often 
«< obſerved that tumovrs of the ſcrotum were ' bred 
« in the beginning of this diſeaſe, or in the flux, 
« and yet worſe ſymptoms, ſuch as the carunculæ, 
« when theſe waters were drank juſt at the depar- 
* ture of the diſeaſe.” Thus it appears what the 
opinion of this excellent man was concerning waters 
impregnated with iron. There are mineral waters 
which contain little or none of the iron principles, 


and ſuch as ſufficiently purge by ſtool, May — 
8 theſe 
e Ppiſt. II, Reſpogſox. p. 432, 1 
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theſe be of ſervice towards the end of the diſeaſe, as 
they do not debilitate by purging, and at that time 
only gentle cathartics are given, The celebrated 
Hofman + praiſes thoſe purges or draughts working 
by ſtool, for cutting away the viſcous mucous force 
of the humours; then adds, Et quoniam in gonor- 
rbæa inveterata, & in morbis veſicæ & mrethre ex bac 
prodeuntibus, per aliquot, exempla, mirabilem therma- 
rum Carolinarum potum, & carum injedtionem in mem- 
brum crebriorem, deprehendiſſem, non dubitavi ejus 
uſum, & fructum, de meliori commendare: And 
e becauſe I had found by ſome examples, that more 
frequent draughts and injections, aquarum Caroli- 
© narum into the member, both in an inveterate 
% gonorrhea, and the diſeaſes of the urethra pro- 
« ceeding therefrom, proved wonderful, I doubted 
* not of their uſe, nor heſitated in recommending 
their operations as the beſt:“ for theſe waters 

purge by ſtool very ſufficiently, ' | 
For a young country fellow labouring under a 
recent gonorrhea, accompanied for fifteen days with 
the moſt violent pains of a dyſury, phymoſis, and 
many ulcers by which the corona of the glans was 
covered, and the reſt exceſſively ſwell'd, was per- 
fectly cured by an internal and external application 
of the Bareges waters only.* | 
Therefore, where it happens that the conſtitution 
of the patient is debilitated, the body exhauſted by 
repeated cures of a virulent gonorrhea, and the vi- 
gour waſted away by too much venery, ſuch cir- 
cumſtances ſhould check an attempt of a cure by 
many repeated ſtrong purges ; then the phyſicians, 
willing or unwilling, ſhould uſe milder purging re- 
medies. A man had laboured four years under 
the moſt malignant gonorrhea, his ſtrength forſook 
him, he paſſed the nights without ſleep through a 
| | devouring 


| + Med. Rat. Syſtem, tom. IV. part. II. Seck. II. Cap. VII. 
p- 420. 
* Specim. novi Medic. Conſpect. Edit, alter. p. 175. in notis: 
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devouring fever, that increaſed upon him every 
evening; all the remedies tried upon him proved 
fruitleſs, for a ſlow flowing corruption ſtill threat- 
ened ſome other impending evil: it plainly appeared, 
that no more evacuations could be attempted upon 
an exhauſted waſting body. The extract of cicuta, 
together with alder flowers infuſed in milk, were at 
length 105 him; then by drinking very plenti- 
fully of that, he was in a few days greatly relieved 
from the evil; he recovered his ſtrength, together 
with his appetite, and natural inclination to ſleep, 
and the miſcrable patient in ſix months after, grew , 
well, ſound, fat and ſtrong.* _ 

By emulſions.] For common drink theſe may be 
taken at will, as they are of a mild nature, for they 
abate the acrimony, dilute, and render the urine leſs 
acrid ; milk whey, only adding a fourth part of milk, 
or the ke, to a decoction of althea, may be ſub- 
ſtituted for people. of low circumſtances, and let 
medicinal emulſions be ſometimes given of thoſe 
ſeeds called the four greater, colder, and lefs ; when 
this emulſion is ftrained, let nitre, ſyrup of diacod. &c. 


be mixed with it; this, according to the practice in 


the Materia Medica, is to be given in the evening af- 
ter the purging medicines are taken, that the ope- 
ration may be more effectual. 
By balſamics.] Theſe balſamic remedies have 
been given by many of the faculty, whilſt the evil 
adhered in the paſſage of the urine, and when the 
urine was uſually attended with a fluor; they are 
extolled for their diuretic power, and uſually ap- 
lied for curing of ulcers: the natural, pure, and 
8 balſams are theſe; Balſamum de Mecca, Pe- 
ruvianum album & nigrum, Tolutanum, de Capayba, 
Terebinthina, &c. which were accounted very fa- 
mous for curing of gonorrheas, and the chymiſts 
praiſed ol. ftillat, prepared from natural 7 
- P Es | uch 


® Anton, Storck Libell. 2, de Cicuta, cap. III. p. 250. 
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ſuch as that of oil of turpentine, balſam capayba, 
&c. which are indeed very penetrating, but th 
are always more acrid and hotter than thoſe balſams 
from which they are prepared, ſo that they cannot 
be of ſervice except by a pfudent uſe of them: the 
teſticles never more frequently ſwell than after a free 
uſe of ſuch-like remedies; eſpecially if they are 
taken without cathartics, or applied in the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe, according to the cuſtom of im- 0 
pudent quacks. 
Yet we ſee that theſe excellent phyſicians began to 
cure a gonorrhea by giving purging remedies to 
the patient, then gave a natural balſam when the 
evil was amended. Sydenham indeed added ſome 
grains of opoba:ſam to ſome more drying remedies, ſo 
as to form a paſte phant enough for making it into 
ills; but he had often purged the patients before 
he gave them xxv drops of cpobalſam every night 
in a bit of lump ſugar.+ Turner 4 followed the 
ſame method: he was famous in curing theſe diſ- 
eaſes; fot he firſt purged the patient, according to 
cuſtom, until the flux changed to a better colour, | 
then performed a cure by giving an ounce of balſam ' | 
capay ba, made into a paſte by the addition of white 
ſugar, or conſerve of hips made into an eleCtuary 
the bigneſs of a nutmeg of either ſort is to be given 
to the patient morning and evening : ſome milder 
purging remedies are ſometimes to be mixed with 
this baiſam, and it will indeed be very effectual. 
Thus it is directed in the Materia Medica, to be com- 
poſed of one ounce of turpentine, with half an 
ounce of China rhubarb, and powder of liquoriſk 
added to it until it becomes a paſte fit to make | 
pills of four grains each, of which let the patient 
rake one every hour: here it is particularly to be | 
pbſerved, that a limited doſe 1s to he given, left it | 
knew vow” bb i | 


** Epiſt II. Reſponſor. p. 419. + Ibidem, p. 421. : 
4 Spbylis, p. 73+ ä 
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ſhould prove over-heating or . irritating. Turner'$ 
'prefers balſam capayba, becauſe it is cheaper than 
opobalſam.; and becauſe this begets not that odour 
of March violets in the urine as the turpentine in- 
deed does, from which the whole family often diſco- 
vers what diſeaſe is attempted to be . cured, which 
may often occaſion great miſchief to the unfortunate 
patient. 8 
_ Theſe natural balſams can be given ſafely in a li- 
mited manner, where the diſeaſe is already amended 
by the uſe of purging remedies ; I have always ab- 

ſtained from thefe hotter artificial remedies, which 
derive their names from. ſulphur, for they greatly 
inflame, particularly if made up with. eſſential and 
acrid oils, ſuch as bai/amus ſulphuris terebinthinatus, 
aniſatus, juniperatus, ſuccinatus, Sc. balſam of 
« ſulphur mixed with turpentine, aniſeſeed, juniper 
6 berries, amber,” &c. and plenty of emollient 
decoctions ſhould be drank between the times of 
taking theſe natural balſams, that the urine may 
remain in a ſtate of mildneſs, leſt it ſhould irritate 
the affected place it waſhes, _ | 

In conſidering theſe matters, I could not under- 
ſtand the reaſon why: ſome celebrated phyſicians 
practiſed the ſevereſt diuretics in curing a gonorrhea ; 
"nay, we read * that a certain phyſician of Leyden, 
had even uſed cantharides for that purpoſe : Gonor- 


rheam virulentam ſolis Cantharidibus feliciter curaſſe, 


guas vino Rhenauo macerabat, infuſionem alio liquore 
lemperatam propinans ; fed, cum initio non fine ſummo 
eruciatu & exulceratione veſice curam abſolveret, miſ- 
cuil tandem cum oleo Amygdalarum dulcium, fyrupo 
Fernelii, ſucco Taph barbati, & intra triduum, bene- 
cis copioſe urine, malum ſuaviter ſuſtulit: * and 
* that he happily cured a gonorrhea with cantha- 
ce rides only, pounded. and infuſed in Rheniſh wine, 
„ which he ſtill tempered by making the patient 
FG = « drink 
in 8 +4 38 = | 
Thom. Barthel. Epiſt, Med, Centut. IV. p 289. 
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« drink another liquor; but as he could not at the 
beginning perform a cure without an ulceration 
of the bladder and the moſt excruciating torment 
% to the patient, he at length mixed oil of ſweet 
* almonds, ſyrup of Fernelius, and tapſus barbatus 
«with it; then by the help of all theſe, the patient 
could freely make water, and in three days time 
4 the evil was worked away.” This account was 
wrote by Matthias Jacobus Matthiades, to his uncle 
Thomas Bartholinus living in Leyden, who wrote the 
following in a month after to his nephew ;* Infuſun 
cantharidum alibi quoque in biftoriis laudavi, Gomor- 
had virulentæ, & iſchuriz, remedium; cujus felicem 
ſucceſſum non ſemel ipſe ſum expertus. Notandum vero, 
ne noceant cant harides, integras eſſe ſumendas. Ubi 
veſicis exulceranda cutis, extrema abjicienda, in quibus 
benignior facultas latet; que ſervanda ſunt in infuſo 
hoc, urine vias expurgaturo. Legitimo modo miſtum 
infuſum, nunquam, quantum ego viderim, vel crucia- 
tum, vel exulcerationem vefice, provecavit, ut nec pin- 
guioribus abſtergentibus opus fuerit e have alſo re- 
« commended an infuſion of cantharides in another 
« place, as a remedy for a virulent gonorrhea and an 
« 1ſchuria; for I have experienced the happy ſucceſs 
« of it much oftner than once: but it is to be ob- 
« ſerved, that the cantharides are to be taken whole, 
« leſt they ſhould prove hurtful. When the ſkin 
« is to be fretted by a bliſter, the extremities are 
« to be thrown away, which are in this caſe to be 
« preferred, for in them the more benign power 
0 lies, which will cleanſe the urinal pafſages: this 
« infuſion, when properly mixed, never, inaſmuch as 
« ] have ſeen, cauſed any torment or ulceration of 
« the bladder, fo as there was no need of any more 
fat abſtergent remedies;” That celebrated au- 
thor Mead, f recommended the uſe o the tincture 


of 


* Thom. Barthol, Epiſt. Med. Centur. IV. p. 292. 
+ Monit, & Præcept. Medic. p. 256. 
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of cantharides for this diſeaſe, though not directly 
indeed for curing a gonorrhea, but for vanquiſhin 
2 remaining injury, ſuch as a little gleet which of- 
ten remains after a gonorrhea, though the venereal 
virus had been expelled from the body ; more of 
which will be ſaid in the following ſection: he or- 
dered two drams of cantharides to be infuſed in 
a pound and a half of ſpirits of wine rectified, to 
which were added rheum, gum guajacum, gum lacea, 
and a little cochineal; this infuſion being well incor- 
porated, he gave a prudent doſe of it morning, and 
evening at bed time; it was diluted fo as to be po- 
table in warm water, from the quantity of thirty to 
fifty drops; that quantity can be, without doubt, 
borne without dread of any difficulty of urine. It 
plainly appears, that the reſt of the medicines which 
are added to the cantharides in this compoſition in 
ſo ſmall a doſe, can have little power, ſo that the 
whole effect of this remedy depends upon the proper 
mixture oſ the cantharides. | 
It is well known, that the virus of the cantharides 
produces a violent ſtrangury, renders the urine 
bloody, and inflames the bladder, particularly the 
neck of it, eſpecially if theſe inſects are taken in at 
the mouth: the like effects have ſometimes been 
obſerved from an external though ſtill a milder ap- 
np om of them; a greater quantity taken of them 
hath frequently occaſioned a ſpeedy or ſudden death. 
A ſtrong robuſt man, of ſixty years of age, being dif- 
fident of his manhood in the exerciſe of then de- 
caying venery, of which he appointed himſelf a 
more potent ſhare, and to rouſe up this, had taken 
a dram of powdered cantharides : In a ſhort 
time after felt a pain in the hypogaſtrium, and a 
great difficulcy of urine ; the morning following a 
phyſician was called, who found the wretch's body 
all over cold and wet with a viſcous ſweat, and 
ſcarce 'any perceptible pulſation ; the extremities of 
the body were entirely frozen and livid, the abdomen 


ſwelling 
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ſwelling and extended, ſo that in a few hours he 
expired. In the body was found the peritoneum 
changed from a red to a livid colour in the hypo- 
gaſtrium; the bladder was exceſſively diſtended, 
and of a deep red at the bottom, Oy lo at 


the neck of it; all the internal ſuperficies o 
livid and mortified.“ | 
It is-known that an erection for venery is excited 
by acrid diuretics, and moſtly ſo by cantharides. F 
We read that this erection bred from thence be- 
comes invincible, and perſiſts even until death; but 
it is acknowledged by all that nothing is ſo obſtruc- 
tive to the cure of a gonorrhea as venery, wherefore 
the prudent phy ſicians carefully uſe every method 
of ſubduing an approaching erection of the penis; 
they order low diet, and an abſtinence from all ſpi- 
rituous liquors, for the phyſicians then allow them 
but a ſmall ſhare of white meat boiled, but adviſe 
them to refrain from eating fiſh of any kind. Alex- 
ander Trojanus Petronius I ſeverely commands Ab- 
flinere a ſale, a ſalſis, a motu nimio, ab aromatibus, 
denigue ab omnibus calefacientibus, & mordicantibus, 
& ab omni Veneris, non ſolum uſu ſed etiam imagina- 
tione, Sc. Et profetto potiſſima diuturnitatis cauſa hec 
ipſa eft ; que quoad perſiſtit, purges corpus, temperes, 
optima vittus ratione regas, nibil proficis : * to abſtain 
« from ſalt and ſalt victuals, from violent motion, 
« finally, from over-heating or irritating exerciſe, 
« and not only from the actual uſe of venery, but 
« from the imagination of every thing conducive * 
<« thereto, &c. 2 this is truly the chief cauſe of 
„ the diſeaſe's long continuance; then let the 
« body be purged as long as it perſiſts, and 
« an exact regimen be obſerved, or you will pro- 


' | \ 1 


* Barrere obſervat. Anatom. p. 203. 


it was 


7 Jobi la Meeckren obſervat. Medic. Chirurg. Cap. XXXIV. 
14. | 
+ De Morbo Gallico Lib, VII. Cap. IV. Aphrodifiac. p. 
1322, 1323. 
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« fit nothing; from whence the change of place 

has been of ſervice to ſome perſons, that it may oc- 
caſion ejus oblivio, quod coitum irritabat : fic etiam 
alii, quia in exilium mifi: © an oblivion of what 

« was inciting to venery; ſo ſome others for the 

% ſame reaſon having been ſent into exile :” others 
alſo into priſon, aut graviori animi cogitatione affetti- 
ſunt, ab antiquifſima Gonorrbæa ſe vindicaverunt. ia 

ut mirum non fit, fi viris, vel poſtquam illa incepit 
nunquam cocuntilus, diuturna ſamen illa contingat : 

t or have more ſeverely puniſhed themſelves by a 

- << reſolution of ſhaking off the remains of an old 

« gonorrhea ;, fo that the continuance of the diſor- 
« ger is not to be wondered at, even. in men who 
from the beginning of the diſtemper have abſtained 
from venery.” 

"Hence it is very evident, how injurious the uſe of 
cantharides may be in curing of a gonorrhea, as 
the cure can be retarded-.by only one erection of the 
penis, as the celebrated Beerhaave thus ſays; Vidi 
hinc, ſape vanes fuiſſe hoc in morbo vel probatiſſimos 
ſanandi modos, fi, quarumgne demum de cauſa, que 
Berele multiplex hic nimis, homo arrigit, imo, ſanatas' 
jam jam Gonorrbæas, unico incitalæ libidinis impetu, 
recruduiſſe attutum, novamque denuo ſanationem de in- 
. tepro exigiſſe. Duidquid ergo prurientem imaginem ti- 
tillat, in cibo, condimento, potu, medicamento, vel per 

converſationem cum amabili ſexu, tabularum adſpeftum, 
ſermones, leFionem, cane pejus & angue fugiendum. 
Qu potus, vel ſeri lactis, cerealia, horei ſruftus, 
conducunt : I have from hence ſeen the beſt ap- 
proved of methods in curing this diſeaſe often 
« prove fruitleſs. If a man greatly encourages this 
« erection by any cauſes whatſoever, which are in- 
« deed manifold, even a gonorrhea but juſt cured, 
<« preſently returns to its former crudeneſs, and re- 

* quires an entire commencement of a cure from 
« only one ſingle erection; whatſoever, therefore, 


« that 


| © Aphrodifiac, in Prafatione. 
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<« that tickles the imagination in meat, ſauce, drink, 
« medicines, or in converſation with the fair ſex, 
&« the light of pictures, attention to books or con- 
% verſation, muſt be ſhunned and accounted a more 
« dreadful evil than a mad dog or a venomous ſer- 
e pent. Drink conſiſting moſtly of water or whey, 
« and food of the products of Ceres, and ſummer 
fruit conduce to a cure.” | 

All violent exerciſes by which the genital parts 
are haken, fuch as fencing, dancing, running, jump- 
ing, and riding are to be avoided, for they increaſe 
the diſeaſe ; but riding is the molt injurious of all 
the reſt, eſpecially when ſwift and conſtant. I do 
not remember to have ſeen a more deplorable in- 
ſtance of this kind, than in a young nobleman who 
was one night infected in a common bawdy-houſe, and 
had undertaken a journey the next morning, and in 
four days after, was manifeſtly attacked by a gonor- 
rhea; then in galloping night and day back to his 
friends to be cured, he was almoſt ruined. 


8 E & T. MCCCCLIX. 


HE cure of the gonorrhea is to be 
perſiſted in until nothing more diſtils 
from the penis, or manifeſts itſelf in the 
urine. 


The cure of the gonorrhea is ſufficiently trou- 
bleſome, becauſe, as before ſaid, it requires a repe- 
tition of cathartics; hence how much worth while 
is it to have the limits of this cure known, when 
the 23 may be ſafely left to himſelf without 
any danger of a return]! when ſome phyſicians uſu- 
ally follow this moſt ſafe way, many others are ac- 
cuſtomed to protract the cure a little, at leaſt as 
far as an exact rule of living may carry it. The 
Vor. XVII R patients 
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patients very often alſo hardly believe themſelves 
entirely cured, and are rather willing to undergo 
new moleſtations, than to remain in doubt of an 
entire reſtoration to health. 

As long as any remarkable matter diftils from 
the penis, the gonorrhea 13 juſtly believed to conti- 
nue ſtill in the body; though even the quality and 
colour of the flux are amended, and the ſcalding 
and difficulty of urine much diminiſhed: from 
whence Sydenham * ſfolkcitouſly adviſed not to con- 
fide in a cure, quando ejuſmodi ichor, qui, ardore, u- 
rinæ & flavo materiæ extillantis colore diſparentibus, 
mane prajertim, in ſummitate colis digitis compreſſi, ad 
guttulam unam alteramve, cernitur, a debilitate tantum 
& laxitate partium, vb diutinam viraſi fomitis in eis 
moram, oritur ; miſeri enim experiuntur magno ſuo malo, 
reliquias eſſe comagii non penitus deleti, quod, licet qua- 
danitenus ſubadtum, ex leviſſima quaque occaſione (a Poctit 
feiticet nimio, aut exercitio vehement'ori guolibet, aut 
fimil: alia cauſa) novas excitat tragedias, Gonorrhea 
poſtliminio recrudeſcente : when a yellow ulcerous ex- 
** crement of this ſort is diſtilling with a ſcalding of 
„ urine, and not ropy between the finger and 
thumb, but dropping from them when ſeparated, 
<« eſpecially in the morning; it is alſo judged, 
from the debility and laxation of the parts, that 
c a continual ſupply of the poiſonous fomes is bred 
& in them; for the miſerable patients, to their great 
« damage, experience that a relict of the contagion 
ce ſtill muſt be worked away, for though it be in 
© {0me meaſure ſubdued, it ſtill at the leaſt irre- 
& gularity, fuch as over-drinking, over violent ex- 
& erciles, or other fuch-like cauſes, excites new 
e pain, and calls back a gonorrhea to an heredi- 
&« tary {tate of crudeneſs.“ It cannot be denied, 
that the uſe of milder purges is ſerviceable in 
fach a caſe; then it mult be particularly inſiſted 
that the rules of diet be. ſtrictly adhered to; for 


then, 
* Ppiſt, I. Reſponſ. p. 419, 
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then, as Sydenham excellently remarks, the evil in- 
creaſes or gains ground ſtill as the patients recede 
from them; but it gradually diminiſhes as they ſub- 
ject themſelves to a more cautious method of li- 
ving. 

The flux in the beginning of a gonorrhea daily 
increaſes in quantity, the ſcalding of the urine; and 
ſtrangury are exceſſive painful; the ulcerous green 
excrement flows out ſometimes with ſmall ſtreaks 
of blood mixed with it, ſometimes it is yellow with 
a mixture of green, which gradually as the evil 
mends, turns white ; the quantity of the matter then 
alſo diminiſhes, and its thickneſs is increaſed. A ce- 
lebrated author hath remarked,* that the yellow co- 
lour of the flowing matter ſtill remains in ſome until 
the end of an entire cure ; but the malignity of a go- 
norrhea uſually follows this ſucceſſive order of colours; 
as the green with a mixture of blood is accounted the 
worſt, and the mildeſt that which is whitiſh, the appli- 
cation of proper remedies will gradually make it cor- 
reſpond with the colours before mentioned, to have 
declared ſome degrees of amendment; but this one 
circumſtance is to be obſerved, that the yellow co- 


lour will ſometimes, as I have ſeen, remain until 
the end of the cure. 


It appeared where the gonorrhea was before 


treated of, in Sect 1447, that the mucous kind hu- 
mour, which was diſcharged through the excretory 
ducts into the cavity of the urethra, ſmears its in- 
ternal cavity, and defends it from the acrimony of 
the flowing urine : that humour is natural, and but 
a ſmall quantity flows out through the ſpreading 
orifice of the extremity of the urethra; it ſometimes 
makes light ſpots on the ſhirts of the ſoundeſt of 
men, who never had any cauſe to ſuſpect any hurt 
from a former gonorrhea, as they never had one. 
Where I was certain of the entire purity of a man, 
I often endeavoured to enquire into this matter 
| R 2 upon 
Turner Siphylis, p. 72. 
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vpon every favourable occaſion, and I found ſuck 
marks or ſpots upon the linen. It appeared in like 
manner, that this natural humour is infected by the 
venereal virus received after impure venery, that its 
ſecretion is increaſed, and thoſe excretory ducts are 
fometunes ulcerated and corroded ; from whence 
all the contagion being expelled from the body, that 
natural liquor may flow out ſtill, pure from all in- 
fection, and in a greater quantity than it uſually did 
before the diſeaſe; for that ſame reaſon, ſome fila- 
ments like little eels are obſerved in the urine, and 
moſtly ſo in thoſe who have laboured under repeated 
gonorrheas. If the penis of ſuch a man is preſſed a 
little after a ſound ſleep, ſomething mucous and 
pellucid like the white of an egg generally comes 
out, which the Engliſh phy ſicians uſually call a 
gleet, which has nothing infectious in itſelf, and 
iometimes remains for many years: this ſingle mo- 


AIeſtation creates a ſuſpicion of a ſtill lurking evil, 


which was not ſufficiently expelled from the body, 
and makes the patient ave gr unhappy. 

Nor is it eaſy to diipoſſeſs thoſe who have impru- 
dently paſſed away their prime of years, of thoſe fears. 
I have known one to have dreaded a lurking evil, 
whilſt an incurable flux continued upon him after 
a tenth ſalivation: theſe ſcruples are ſtill cheriſhed 
by ſordid quacks, who, through a thirſt of infa- 
mous gain, give large quantities of crude mercury 
to the wretched patients, in order, as it were, to ra- 
dically extirpate an evil, of which there is not even 
a trace in the body. Every one of theſe mounte- 
ws boaſts of a new ſecret ; that he has found out 
another method of adminiſtering mercury, which 
was never before known to ame For and that he 
can extricate and expel any lurking mercury from 
any part of the body: he ſells this and many more 
ſuch trifling noſtrums to the credulous diſeafed, who 
find themſclves miſerably deceived by them. 


If 
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If therefore the orifices of the ducts, ſtill pour- 
ing out a mucous humour into the urethra, have re- 
mained dilated, or have been corroded after a gonor- 
rhea, a perpetual flux of ſuch viſcid liquor will pro- 
ceed in a greater or leſs quantity, without any dread 
of a lurking venereal contagion : ſuch a flux indeed 
may. be incurable. l | f 

James Drake * had an 3 cog of ſceing this 
matter in the dead body of his on ſervant, who, 
for ſome years, endured ſuch an obſtinate flux of 
viſcid matter, and afterwards died of a peripneumo- 
ny; a caruncula, which is uſually placed in the left 
excretory Cowperian gland, was found, which was 
formerly ſo corroded by an ulcer, that the orifices 
of both ducts became but one. This he explained 
by the ſame figure which Cowper himſelf delineated. 
Hence an almoſt perpetual flux of viſcid matter, 
called a gleet, and prepared by theſe glands, muſt 
follow; and the ſame muſt neceſſarily happen to all 
thole to whom ſuch a misfortune befals, whether 
in theſe ſaid Cowperian glands which conſiſt of a 
mals ſufficiently conſpicuous, or whether in the other 
leſs excretory ducts diſperſed through the cavity of 
the urethra. | 

From hence the diverſity of the quantity of that 
flux is alſo underſtood, according as ſuch greater or 
leſs ducts had been in like manner affected to a 
greater or leſs number. | 

Some have believed, that what thus perpetually 
flows out is ſeed, and thence dreaded a weaknets 
and corruption to proceed from the back; but 
this mucous humour is entirely different from feed. 

Still this flux is uſually incommodious, though 
unattended by a venereal contagion, of whoſe lurk- 
ing evil the patients entertain perpetual fears, parti- 
cularly ſuch as have ſuffered by frequent gonor- 
rheas; from whence they ſeek for remedies, that 

R 3 they 


* Anthopolog. Nov, tom. I. p. 140. - 
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they may at leaſt be freed from thoſe fears by that 
flux being dried up. It appears from what has been 
ſaid, that it cannot alway be cured; ſtill thoſe re- 
medies which cannot at leaſt injure, but prove ra- 
ther ſometimes a little profitable to the patient, are 
generally recommended; and alſo that ſuch patients 
have no recourſe to pernicious remedies, but to be- 
ware of being deceived by the impoſitions of quacks 
or mountebanks. 25 | | 
The firſt advice I uſually give is, to beware of 
an almoſt perpetual habit- of touching or handling 
the genitals, for the patients are generally inquiſt- 
tive, and try whether the flux increaſes or diminiſhes, 
changes colour, or if any matter ſtill flows out by 
preſſing or ſqueezing the penis; ſo that they thus 
rather increaſe the ſecretion and excretion of that 
mucous humour. Great hope is repoſed in aſtrin- 
gent remedies; for the morbid relaxation of theſe 
parts is uſually blamed by them. If they require 
the internal application of inoffenſive remedies, theſe 
can be eaſily granted them; Corallos rubros, cancro- 
rum lapides, ſuccinum, maſtichen, conſervam roſa- 
rum rubfrarum, Red coral, crabs egg, ſucci- 
num, conſeryes of red roſes,” and ſuch like, 
which ſome authors earneſtly praiſe, it is then our 
duty to apply them readily ; but thoſe remedies 
which are to be locally applied to the urethra - muſt 
be attended with great caution; for if the ſtronger 
altringents, ſuch as alum, vitricl, ſugar vf Saturn, be 
applied by injection, a conſtriction of the urethra, a 
callus, dyſury and iſchury follow, and are after- 
wards extremely difficult to be cure. | 
Turner collected many cafes from whence we 
learn, that many labouring under ſuch a flux, tho' 
not only copious but viſcid too, have joined them, 
ſelves in marriage, begot found children, and in- 
feed not their wives; yet it alſo appeared, that 
an entire cyre ſucceeded got without great Qifficulty ; 


he 
? Syphilis, p. 445, 4 


120 


Sect. 1460. The VENEREAL DISEASE. 247 


he indeed made trial of various remedies for this 
purpoſe ; ſuch as Spaw waters, and thoſe of ſuch- 
like wells, but a moderate uſe of balſam capay ba 
was preferred to all the reſt. 


SE CT. MCCCCLY. 


N inflation of the penis is carried 

away by an anodyne emollient diſſolving 
pultice, ſimilar to a fomentation ; by a copious 
bleeding ; and by thoſe remedies mentioned in 


Sect. 1458. 


The admirable ſtructure of the penis was before 
explained in Sect. 1447, together with the manner 
in which it increaſes in bulk by an erection, and how 
it afterwards ſlackens or diminiſhes again; the ca- 
vernous ſwelling bodies of the penis only, and that 
cavernous body which furrounds the urethra, and 
conſtitutes the external ſubſtance of the penis and 
glans, were alſo explained; as it then appeared, as 
well as by much more ſaid in Sect. 1449, how that 
2 ſevere inflammation can occupy the penis; from 
whence a wonderful deformity of the ſhape of 
the member, a diſtortion on this or that ſide, an in- 
eurvation upwards or downwards, a dyſury with 
racking pains, and other grievous evils may follow. 

If the penis thus affected becomes ardent and 
painful, the application of a powerful antiphlogiſtic 
cure muſt by no means be delayed, or a gangrene 
will ſpeedily enſue : it was before ſaid, in Sect. 432, 
how difficult the cure of that is: hence a large 
quantity of blood muſt be immediately drawn, 
and the bleeding repeated, if needful, that the pe- 
nis may quickly fall or ſhrink from its erection. 
In an urgent caſe, ſuch as when the vein in the 
back of the penis N wells, it muſt be 


4 pierced 
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2 by a lancet at the ſame time that blood is 
et from the arm. I alſo gave the patient two 
ounces of a purging decoction every hour, which 
was compoſed of tamarinds, ſena leaves, apyrick, 
polychreſtes ſalt, &c. until the patient was almoſt 
worked to death, and the ſwelling of the penis be- 
gan to abate. I have for ſome days ſupported an 
artificial diarrhcea by this ſame remedy, but ſtill by 
giving a leſs quantity of it; then a flux began to 
diſtill from the penis of green gonorrheal matter, and 
indeed very copiouſly ; ſo the patient eſcaped the 
threatening danger of a putrefaction and mutilatiog 
of the penis: that and its adjacent parts were co- 
vered with a pultice of the nature of the moſt 
emollient fomentations, and ſome additional anti- 
ſeptics firſt uſed; that pultice was perpetually ap- 
lied by night, conſiſting, according to the form 
in Materia Medica, of ſower butter-milk, which ef- 
ficaciouſly reſiſts all putrefaction; to this were added 
ſome ſpirits of wine, or ſome other aromatic ſpi- 
rituous liquid, that the affected parts might not be 
too much weakened by an aſſiduous fomentation 
for the ſpirits, if not exceſſively diluted, are of them- 
ſelves injurious, fo that ſcarcely a thirtieth part of the- 
riacal ſpirits of wine is mixed in this pultice. I have 
ſeen the penis of a young man fwollen in a 
moſt ſhocking manner, through a large quantity of 
ſpirits of wine applied by an imprudent ignorant 
barber, who thus attempted to cure him of a new 
flowing gonorrkea : another more prudent ' perſon 
was then called, who heartily applied antiphlogiſtic 
remedies to the patient, and a pound or more of 
blood broke forth from the penis ; then the tumour 
ſubſided, and the day following a fœtid dreg-like 
flux, ſtreaked with blood, iſſued forth; yet he was 
entirely cured of this evil in the ſpace of three 
months. It is manifeſt, that the pendant and looſe 
prepuce is furniſhed with no muſcular fibres, but 
with a cuticula and a thin ſkin; it alſo conſiſts of 
| 2 ſlender 
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a ſlender cellular membrane exceedingly dilatable, 
which never coliects any fat or thicknels but in ſuch, 
as are caſtrated ; its texture 1s nervous and vaſcular. 
Wonderful tumours are formed in the cellular mem- 
brane of the prepuce; they become as it were pel- 
lucid and inflated, cover the whole glans, and pro- 
ject beyond it; ſuch a tumour is then called a phy- 
mofis ; that is, when the ſwelling prepuce cannot be, 
drawn back, nor the glans uncover'd by it: but when 
the prepuce is withdrawn behind the glans and 1s 
inflated by a ſimilar pellucid tumour, it ſwells and 
ſurrounds the penis with a turgid ring round the 
corona of the glans, which projects naked beyond 
that ring, ſo that the prepuce cannot then be drawn 
forward ſo as to cover the glans, then it is called 
a paraphymeſis ; of which more was ſaid in Sect. 
1449. 
— this caſe the penis is ſaid to be inflated, though 
the tumour adheres not in its cavernous bodies, not 
in the cavernous body of the urethra, but only in 
the prepuce; ſuch a tumour often exiſts without any 
inflammation, ſo that it requires not always an an- 
tiphlogiſtic cure; but certain it is that ſuch tumours, 
when increaſed by any 2 may inflame the 
glans, particularly in caſe of a paraphymoſis, and 
10 produce many worſe evils, which the eye cannot 
diſcern; for as the glans cannot be uncovered, nor 
the internal ſuperficies of the ſwelling prepuce which 
is twiſted in a wonderful manner become conſpicuous, 
ſome alarming fears muſt always attend it: this 
notwithſtanding appears to be remarked, that if 
neither heat, inflammation, or other concomitant. 
ſigns are found in the part affected, ſuch tumours 
indicate not the neceſſity of a powerful antiphlogiſtic 
cure. | 
It alſo appears, that men who had been circum- 
ciſed, ſkinned or ulcerated, fo as that the prepuce 
perpetually adheres withdrawn behind the glans, 
| | never 
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never ſuffer by a phymoſis, and but ſeldom by a 
paraphymoſis. 
There may be often a phymoſis whilſt a venereal 
ulcer corrodes the glans of the penis, or the internal 
fuperficies of the prepuce; and fo great a tumour is 
ſometimes bred there, that the ſwelling prepuce is 
tormented ſo as to obſtruct the free © Tin. of 
urine,” whilſt the ulcerous matter alſo retained be- 
tween the prepuce and the glans, becomes more 
acrid in its delay, and deeply gnaws thoſe tender 
parts it waſhes ; from whence the ſevereſt evils are 
to be dreaded, unleſs a ſpeedy exit can be prepared 
for the retained corruption: the beſt. method for 
that purpoſe is to inject pure lukewarm water light- 
ly through a funnel. between the ſwelling prepuce 
and the glans, frequently every day, and 10. waſh 
away the filth ; for even the mildeſt detergent reme- 
dies ſo increaſe the pain, that they cannot be en- 
dured* let the penis be wrapt up in the moſt emo]- 
kent fomentations and pultices perpetually, that 
every kind of inflammation may be guarded againſt ; 
but if that ſhould be the caſe, let a little more of 
the ſpirituous liquor be added, left the tender cellu- 
lar membrane ſhould be waſted by the perpetual 
fomentation, and diſſolve into gangrenous corrup- 
tion whilſt it begins to fall down. | 
When 1 had tried all theſe endeavours of art upon 
a young nobleman, labouring under a very malig- 
nant phymoſis, more than fifty little ulcers broke 
out in that part of the ſkin, and diſcharged a great 
quantity of venereal corruption, whilſt {till a greater 
quantity of ſuch-hke matter flowed out from be- 
tween" the prepuce and the glans; the ſeverity of 
the evil had inſtilled a dread of a mutilation, but 
as his ſtrength had not forſook him, and as ſo much 
danger had rendered him an obedient patient, he 
eſcaped ſafe from it. | 
Me are indeed inſtructed by ſome authors to in- 
troduce a ſlender tube, of lead or ſilver, into the 
| urethra, 
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urethra, that the urine may more eaſily flow out if 
attended with pain, or regurgitating under the pre- 
uce, and to let it remain there; but ſtill it is to 
2 ſometimes removed that the channel of the ure- 
thra may be explored, and the adhering filth waſhed 
away :* but thole who have more frequently ſeen 
thoſe diſeaſes well know, chat the prepuce fo ſwells 
by a violent phymoſis, and becomes writhed in ſuch 
a wonderful manner, that it is hardly poſſible to. 
thruſt this tube into the urethra before the ſwejling 
begins to abate in the parts affected; nor can that 
be atrempted without augmenting the pain and fe- 
rocity of every attendant evil. I have attempted to 
remove ſuch a ſtrong inflammation firſt by bleeding, 
often repeated, and then by large eyacuations by an- 
tiphlogiſtic purges ; thus have I gained upon theſe 
humours to ſubſide ſo as that a commodious o 
portunity for cleanſing or waſhing all filth away 
trom the ulcers may be afforded ; yet I ufed the 
mildeſt fort of remedies, fearing, that an application 
of the more acrid would renew the evil: the more 
prudent ſtep 1s, that the patient + ſhould keep to 
his bed when the diſeaſe is more preſſing, and in 
ſuch an eaſy poſition as that the remedies or dreſ- 
ſings may be changed and ſtay on the penis, which 
is then chiefly to be bound up to the belly; which 
is, according to the opinion of Celſus,F very necel- 
fary in ſuch a caſe ; for, as he both ſaw and deſcribed 
thoſe diſeaſes, though not bred from a venereal con- 
tagion, he thus ſays, Si ex inflammatione coles intu- 
muit, reducique ſumma cutis, aut rurſus induci, neguit, 
multa calida aqua fovendus locus eſt, &; i)que homo 
continere ſe, & abſtinere à cibo, debet, & potuont aque 
tantum a fiti vindicari : © If the penis, ſwelled b 
$ an inflammation, admits not the ſkin or prepuce 
* to be withdrawn or drawn forward again, the 


66 place 
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place affected is to be tomented with much warm 
« water, and the patient ought to contain himſelf 
quiet, abſtain from fleſh meat, and only drink 
« water to quench his thirſt :” thus he ordered the 
patient to low diet, and mild fomeatations of water; 
Vi quogue experiundum, an cutis ſequatur. Eaque, /i 
non parebit, leviter ſumma ſcalpello concidenda erit. 
Nam, cum ſanies profluxerit, extenuabitur is locus, & 
Facilius cuits ducetur: and that force muſt be uſed 
<« 1n trying to move the prepuce; then, if that will 
« not do, it muſt be cut at top with a knife; for as 
te the corruption then flows, the part will be exte- 
% nuated, and the ſkin will be more eaſily drawn 
on and off the nut of the penis.“ 

But it is granted, that a phymoſis and paraphy- 
moſis, as before ſaid, may be frequently bred in 
lound children without any venereal contagion, 
either through a retention of urine. between the 
ſtreightened prepuce and the glans, or through ſome 
external injury by friction, or a contuſion, &c. for 
Celſus * farther adds, Sive autem hoc modo vi cta erit, 
five nunguam repugnaverit, ulcera, vel in cutis ulte- 
riare parte, vel in glande, ultrave cam in cole, repe- 
rientur:- © But whether the injury will be van- 
« quiſhed by this method, or if it never before at- 
& tacked the part affected by an ulcer, the phymo- 
ſis and paraphymoſis are found in the penis, either 
* in the hinder or outer part of the .glans.” He 
afterwards preſcribes various remedies for curing 
theſe ulcers. 

If che inflammation yields not to the application of 
proper remedies, and as a preſſure and ſuffocation 
of the glans beneath are to be feared from the 
ſwelling prepuce, ſome authors 5 order the pre- 

uce to be ſplit by ſciſſars or a knife, at either or 
th ſides of the glans, that it may be freed from 
that ſtricture. The celebrated Aſtruc makes leſs ac- 
count 


* Lib. VI. Cap. XVIII. p. 392. 
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count- of this matter, for he would have either the 
ſciſſars or knife uſed at diſcretion ; but it appears, 
that the knife is to be preferred, for the ſciſſars al- 
ways bruiſes, more or leſs, in cutting, but the place 
inflamed is ſo very ſenſible, that the inciſion cauſes 
much pain at any rate, which vaniſhes not very 
ſoon er but it is juſtly to be feared, that the 
inflammation ſhould be thus increaſed, which I have 
known to happen. It was demonſtrated in Sect. 
495, how dangerous and unprofitable it is to cut 
that inflamed part. I ſincerely confeſs, 1 never ad- 
viſed a fiſſure of the prepuce when occupied by a 
violent tumour, nay, I even contradicted ſuch an 
operation as much as poſſible : I could always make 
the tumour ſubſide, and perfect a cure, by a ſpi- 
rited application of antiphlogiſtic remedies ; for 
when the prepuce was greatly ſwelled, and but a 
little or not at all inflamed, I applied the acid of 
Litharge, diluted in two hundred parts of water, by 
way of a fomentation, with ſucceſs. If in ſuch a 
caſe it ſhould happen, that a ſuffocation from the 
maſs of the tumour, or a ſuppreſſion of urine ſhould 
be dreaded, then Cel/us's method would be prefer- 
able to a deep inciſion, as it was juſt now ſaid, that 
he would only have the top of the prepuce ſplit, 
till the flowing of the matter ſhould be dimi- 
niſhed. 

The celebrated Alexander Monro * collected ſome 
medicinal cures which happened contrary to expec- 
ration, amongſt which is the following: 

A ſound middle-aged man had greatly ſuffered by 
a contuſion in the extremity of the penis; that 
part of the prepuce, which conſtituted the froenum 
of the glans, aroſe into a cryſtaline large tumour ; 
ſome aromatic fomentations and fumigations were 
locally applied, and purges were given, bur the tu- 
mour decreaſed not; a flender briſtle was drawn 

through 
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through the tumour, ſo that way might be made for 
the diſtending watery liquid to run out: but the 
event deceived the conceived hope, for an acute 
pain and violent inflammation enſued, ſo that the 
brittle was obliged to be drawn out again, and a pul- 
tice of bread and milk applied to the part; the tu- 
mour was greatly diminiſhed the day following, 
entirely ditappeared the next day, and returned no 
more. "2 

It thus lightly piercing the ſwelling prepuce by a 
hair or briſtle produced ſuch an acute pain, and fo 
violent an inflammation, it ſtill appears, that yet 
worſe muſt be dreaded from a deep inciſion of ſuch 
a tumour. 

It ſometimes happens, that theſe inflammatory 
tumors of the penis, being treated by copious bleed- 
ing, only are diffolved, and the ſchirrus remains 
but this chiefly if, in the decline of the malady, 
ſpirituous applications are uſed, which, from the na- 
tural flaccidity of the parts, only ſerve to in- 
creaſe the malady. The prepuce of an impru- 
dent man remained, during his life, as thick and 
hard as a cow's hide, by fomenting that ſwel- 
ling part. with ſpirits of wine and camphor, with- 
out the advice of a phyſician: when this evil is 
fill recent, it can be amended, and ſometimes 
even vanquiſhed entirely, if at night the fomen- 
tation is made of ſix parts of wine and water, one 
of vinegar, adding a dram of ſal ammoniac to every 
pound of this fomentation: In the morning after 
a light friction let the part be covered with empla/- 
trum de Mucilaginibus or of Melilot: ſuch cafes are 
not rare in town. The celebrated De la Peyrenie 
often obſerved ſuch a hardneſs in the cavernous bo- 
dies of the penis, which reſiſted the power of crude 

mercury, but they happily yielded to the Baregian 
Waters, after the venereal contagion was firſt to- 
tally worked away. The application of the waters 
| was 
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was external for a long while. It is believed,“ 
that (la douche) a dye made of the aſhes of green 
wood, ſupplies the defect of theſe waters. 


S E CT. MCCCCLXEI. 


Venereal buboe is cured by diſſipating 

it by plaſters, by ſuppurating it; and 
if theſe prove fruitleſs, it muſt be opened 
and cleanſed by purifying remedies. 


The buboe was before treated of in Sect. 1448, 
and the ſigns by which it is diſtinguiſhed from other 
tumours which occupy the groin, and ſometimes 
occur in other diſeaſes, were given. Bs 

It is ſometimes obſerved, that buboes yield to 
diſſolving remedies without much difficulty, yet they 
frequently adhere a long time, verge to a very flow 
ſuppuration, are but tedious in coming to maturity, 
and degenerate into ulcers ſufficiently difficult of 
cure, which they render very tedious, as they ſome- 
times harden into a ſchirrous which grows rebellious 
even againſt the beſt remedies, . 

If a diſſipation: of a buboe can be obtained, it is 
moſtly deſired by many; but as the venereal con- 
tagion exiſts in the buboe, many have alſo from 
hence feared, that a confirmed venereal diſeaſe would 

roceed, if the contagion ſhould be mixed with the 

blood, by diſſipating the tumour. 
Antonius Muſa Braſavolus,+ who was formerly very 
famous in curing the venereal diſeaſe, doubted numguid 
immaturus aperiri debeat ejuſmodi abſceſſus, an ultima con- 
cottio fit expectanda? ego ſemper immaturum potius — 
cidi 


* Mem, de L'Acad. de Chirurg, Tom. I. p. 428, &c. 
Aphrodiſiac. p. 684. | 
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eidi valuerim; non tamen penitus immaturum; ne ob 
dolorem inflammatio exoriatur : imo, ft inciſio etiam 
feret, antequam pus adeſſet, conveniret. Nam malum 
non eſt, ut aliquis adſit dolor, ob quem materia ad 
locum trabatur, & decurrat; poſtea apertum ſer- 
vetur, quantum eri poterit, ulcus: © whether an 
« abſceſs of this kind ſhould be opened before it 
% came to maturity, or whether the laſt digeſtion of 
« it was to be waited for? I always would have it to 
< be cut when in a ſtate of immaturity, yet not 
* entirely ſo immature, Jeſt an inflammation ſhould 
«_ ariſe from the pain; ſtill, if the inciſion ſhould 
< even be made before the matter was collected 
« there, it would not be inconvenient; for ſome pain 
« ig not hurtful, as it draws and makes the matter 
« run to the place affected; the ulcer is to be kept 


4 open as much as poſſible afterwards.” Many were 


not only of that ſame opinion afterwards, but 
opened thoſe buboes which were hard and inflamed, 
to the racking torment of the patient; they cut 
through the whole length of the tumour, that the 
more way might be prepared for the received conta- 
gion to flow out. Braſavolus nevertheleſs ordered 
to beware of cutting the bubo when totally imma- 
ture; though ſtill he would not have the ultimate 
digeſtion of the hard tumour waited for. 
Where Galen * treats of the cure of an inflamma- 
- tion bred in glandular fleſh, he condemns the ſpeedy 
aperture of ſuch tumours. Quin, / pus aliquod no- 
tabile in ſuppurante parte fit contentum, non expedit 
(quod nonnulli faciunt) protinus incidere, imo diſcuſſi- 
onem moliri medicamentis ad id valentibus, quorum uſus 
ex affectu fit conjectatus. Quum enim phlegmones quid- 
guam in parte reſtat, acria medicamenta potius irritant, 
2 diſcutiunt. Quum vero, quod ex phlegmone re- 
inguitur, ſcirrboſum effeFum videtur, fidenter jam va- 
lentibus medicamentis uteris : * But if any remarkable 
= 
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« corruption ſhould be contained in the ſuppurating 
« part, it is not expedient to cut it immediately 
« as ſome ds, but that a diſſolution of it be la- 
« boured for by the application of powerful reme- 
« dies, whoſe ule may be conjectured by their effect: 
« for when any kind of inflammation reſts in the 
e part, acrid medicines will rather irritate than dif. 
« ſolve it; but when any relict of an inflammation 
<« js ſeen to produce a ſcirthous effect, you may 
then confidently make uſe of ſtrong remedies.” 
He orders the part affected to be diligently inſpected 
morning and evening, that ſome emollient remedies 
may be applied to it when the ſwelling, pain, or 
redneſs of 1t increaſes; and, on the contrary, to ap- 
ply more powerful medicines to it, / ſcirrbaſfores 
pblegmonæ ſint. Sin aliquando puris copia medicamenta 
ſuperet, nec ea videantur tibi totum diſcutere poſſe, 
ſecare, quod fic abſceſſit, eo potiſſimum loco oportet, 
quo eſt editiſſimum; quippe tenuiſſimam etiam illic in- 
venies cutim: © if the inflammation becomes more 
&« ſcirrhous : but the quantity of matter may ſome - 
e times vanquiſh the medicines, nor muſt a poſſi- 
e bility of diſſolving the whole appear to you; cut 
<« therefore what thus grows into an abſceſs, parti- 
« cularly in that part which is moſt prominent, for 
you will alſo find the ſkin very thin there.“ 

I have known ſome who maintained a contr 
opinion, and urged, that it might be poſſible that 
Galen had not known the venereal diſeaſe, ſo that 
what he ſaid concerning the cure of buboes may bear 
no authority in treating of venereal buboes : as it 
particularly may be required in this caſe, that the 
more the received contagion adhering fixed in the 
buboe is to he expelled from the body, the great- 
er inciſion is for that reaſon” to be made in the place 
affected; but that infectious contagion adheres to 
the hard part of the bubo as well as to that which 
already grows into maturity, or in that ſmall ſhare 
of corruption already formed, and longer left there, 

Vor. XVII. 8 that 
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that it might gradually diſſolve that ambient hard- 
nels, and change it into corruption alſo : but when 
buboes are ſoon cut, the contingent air renders their 


. . , O 
maturity much more difficult; nor do they ſeldom 


degenerate into a ſcirrhus wlilſt that hardneſs much 
longer adheres in the part. 


Fallopius * ſtrongly inveighed againſt thoſe who 
cut crude buboes; but he orders the mature ones to 
be. cut through the whole length, as far as they run 
along the groin: Laudat tamen mapis cauſticum ;, 
quia per illud auferimus quantitatem corii, & fit latius 
ulcus, nec remanent cavernæ; © yet he rather recom- 
* mends a cauſtic, becaule we by that method carry 
% away a quantity of the ſkin, and the ulcer becomes 
« broader, nor will the cavities remain ;” namely, 
of the hollows and fiſtulas, which are exceeding 
hard to be cured : for that reaſon he would not have 
a buboe remain cloſed when advanced to maturity, 


until its integuments are ſpontaneouſly opened by 
the corroding matter, and ſome other little openings 


from whence, fiſtulas are likewiſe to be dreaded ; 
and Botallus adviſed the like. 


Fot very grievous evils, bred from buboes and 


_ fiſtulas, are from hence to be feared, if they verge to 


a depth ſo as that they cannot totally be cut out: for 
the corruption ſometimes becomes virulent and forms 


a gangrene, which creeps toward the abdomen, and 


the arteria cruralis, ſometimes corroded by ſuch cor- 
e ſuddenly occaſions an hemorrhage. The 
celebrated Goulard I avers to have known two ſol- 
diers thus periſn. As therefore theſe celebrated men, 
Beerhaave and Aſtruc, with many others, have at- 
tempted to diſſolve theſe buboes in their firſt ap- 
pearance, and, leſt that ſnould not ſucceed, brought 
them to a ſuppuration, but never cut hard, crude, 
. | inflamed 
* De Morbo Gallico Cap. XCI. Apkrodif. p. 821. 
- _ Aphrodiſiac p. 873, 874. 
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inflamed buboes ; I, by following the traces of ſuch 
great men, and from my own obſervations, can con- 
firm their method of curing them. 

I have attempted to diſſipate recent buboes of no 
great bulk with efficacious plaſters, called the feru- 
laceous gums, ſuch as ga/banum, ammoniacum, ſagape- 
num, and ſuch- like; all which ſingly or compounded 
are remarkably powerful, and are, with many more 
of the ſame kind, to be fold in the ſhops by that name. 
Emplaſtrum de Ranis, ſo called in the ſhops, is very 
much recommended for this purpoſe, particularly 
that to which crude mercury is added, and that too 
in a variable quantity, from whence it is called Em- 
plaſtrum de Ranis, with mercury duplicated, tripli- 
cated, &c. Still it is to be noticed, that a ſalivation 
is often brought on by this plaſter, when a large 
quantity of mercury is mixed with it, which muſt 
be carefully minded, as ſuch a quantity 1s not al- 
ways requiſite. 

Buboes are not often eaſily diſſolved, and when 
a ſuppuration is required, they are but very diffi- 
cultly brought to maturity; hence we fee that all 
ſuch remedies as commonly adhere ſtrongly to the 
ſkin have been applied, but ſtill have an aromatic 
efficacy and a diſiolving power in them, for which 
reaſon they are ulefully applied to other tumours 
of an obſtinate nature; and ſhoe-makers wax or 
pitch poſſeſſes: both theſe virtues of the ferulaceous 
gums ; but it 4s uſeful to ſhave off the hairs about 
the groin firſt, leſt they ſhould occaſion great mo- 
leſtation in renewing theſe plaſters, for they are to be 
renewed. In the Materia Medica there are two forms 
of ſuch plaſters deſcribed, to which it is to be 
noted, that a large quantity of flower of ſulphur, is 
added; and in the one above one fourteenth of the 
whole maſs conſiſts of ſaccharum Saturni, then in the 
other which has the ſhoe-makers pitch for its baſe, 
only one 21 of the whole, is in like manner of 

5 84 ſugar 
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ſugar of lead, which, as it is well known, is pre- 
pared from lead, and its calx corroded by vinegar. 

It was the common opinion that there is a ſtyptic 
repellant power in ſugar of lead; hence many had 
formerly condemned theſe preſcriptions ; but Gœulard, 
with great ſucceſs, applied a ſolution of lead greatly ſa- 
turated in vinegar, which he calls an extra# of Saturn, 
for curing of venereal buboes ; he diluted that in two 
hundred parts of pure water, and applied it in the 
manner. of a fomentation, (this he calls aqua vegeto 
mineralis) or boiled the crumb of bread in it for a 
pultice, and he prepared the extract of Saturn, by 
waxing it over by way of a cear- cloth: he applied 
ſuch remedies as theſe to buboes, by which they were 
diſſolved, though they had been of a great bulk, 
and a fluctuation of matter had been felt, copiouſly 
paſſing through the pores of the remaining entire 
Kin, which daily moiſtened all the aparatus.+ He 
confirms the truth of this aſſertion by proper wit- 
neſſes. 

If the buboe ſhould obſtinately reſiſt the hoped - for 
diſſolution, and increaſes rather than diminiſhes in 
bigneſs, then a removal of it muſt be thought of by 
a e the remedies requiſite for bringing 
it into a mature abſceſs were before mentioned, in 
Sect. 403, where this matter was treated of; but 
let thoſe remedies, which powerfully ſoften and 
bring a buboe to maturity, then diſſolve it by a 
moderate heating ſtimulus driven into the part be 
choſen: the manner of making this ſuppurating 
pultice, according to the Materia Medica, is this; let 
ſoft ripe figs a long time boiled in water, until they 
are changed into a pulp, be the foundation of it, 
to which let honey and gum galbanum, firſt diſſolved 
in the yolk of an egg, be added, ſo that it may 
equally be diſtributed through the whole maſs of the 

es 1 5 pultice, 

* Remarques & Obſervat. prat. ſur les Malad. Vener. Se& 71. 
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pultice, which will be of excellent uſe if applied to 
the naked ſkin, and covered with a pig's bladder, cur 
ſo as to fit and lie upon it, that it may be ſtill ſoftened 
by anointing and rubbing it with oil of almonds : 
thus the humidity of the pultice, and fragrance of 
the galbanum, are obſtructed from diſſipating out- 
wards ; but it muſt be ordered ſo as that the pultice 
will perpetually operate upon the buboe, for fo its 
maturity will be much ſooner obtained. Great care 
muſt be alſo taken that the ſhirt or bed-cloaths be 
not fouled by this pultice, which is to be renewed 
morning and evening. 

It plainly appears from the preſcription of this 
ae: that many more ſuch- like may be compoſed 

y variety of ingredients which have the ſame effi- 
cacy in them. When the buboe grows to marurity, 
let there be way prepared for the contained corrup- 
tion by an inciſion, that it may not only flow freely 
out, but that an opportunity may be had of ap- 
plying various acrid and deterging remedies to the 
foul bottom of the buboe, that it may be purified 
and then healed. 

This the reaſon why a huboe when ſoftened is cut 
out according to its whole length and breadth or 
ambit, rather than only pierced by a ſmall opening; 
that done, the adjacent parts muſt be ſedulouſly ex- 
plored, by preſſing the fingers to try whether any 
caverns or fiſtulas occur in the ambit of the ulcer, 
that theſe may be alſo cut away it poſſible with ſafe- 
ty; and thus a cure will be obtained, which would 
otherwiſe be protracted to a longer date. 

Strong cleanſing and even corroding remedies are 
uſually and prudently applied to the bottom of the 
ulcer, that a light cruſt, which ſometimes may be 
bred there, may be eaſily ſeparated as the ſuppura- 
tion increaſes and leaves the bottom more pure, 
Let thoſe places already purified be coyered with 
ſoft digeſtives, whilſt more acrid remedies are ſpread 
on thoſe which are ſtill filthy, There is a powder 
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deſcribed in the Materia Medica for this purpoſe, con- 
: ſiſting of two ounces of the leaves of ſcordium pow- 
dered, two drams of white vitriol, and one dram of 
aloes mixed. Some others apply yet more acrid re- 
medies, compoſed of mercurial precipitates. The 
of celebrated Graſbuis publiſhed a diſſertation concern- 
ing the generation of corruption, which was crowned 
with the approbation of the royal academy of ſur- 
ery, and to which they added notes, wherein * the 
Pallowin opinion is teſtified : Bubones Venerecs, dif- 
ficulter ſuppurantes, eſcharotico applicato, ex Mercu- 
rio ſublimato, breviſſimo tempore in tabum purulentum 
liqueſcere, docuit  experientia : Experience hath 
taught that venereal bubces, ſuppurating but with 
« difficulty, diſſolve into purulent matter in a very 
* & ſhort time by an eſcharotic application of ſubli- 
mate mercury; yet there is need of a great deal 
of *prudence for admiſtering that remedy, and alſo 
in its external uſe. We rread a horrid caſe in Deg- 
nerus's 4 diſſertation annexed to the hiſtory of the 
Dyſenteria Neomagenſis, where a noble matron, ha- 
ving a rifing tumour in her thigh, was perſuaded by 
an unſkilful quack to ſuffer a cauſtic plaſter to be 
applied to the pained part; this matter being af- 
' terwards examined, the plaſter was found to have 
contained a large quantity of corroſive ſublimate 
mercury interſperſed with it: the like plaſter had 
been three times applied by the impudent perſuaſion 
of this imprudent fellow; from whence the unhappy 
patient, after fuffering the molt intolerable torment- 
ing pain, fell into à ſalivation and was ſuffocated. 
1 trembled at reading of Fallopinss I treatiſe on 
buboes, becauſe he ſays, that to a buboe alread 
opened, aliguando inſpergeret pulverem, ex arſeni- 
co, & auripegmento: 5* the powder of arſenic and 
* K f a * - © orpiment 


E Remarques & Obſervat. prat. ſur les Malad. Vener, Sect. 71, 
Cap. III. p. 100. 1 , 
De Dyſenteria bilioſo-contagioſa, p. 234, & ſeq. 
[ De Morbo Gallico Cap. XCI. Aphrodiſiac. p. 821, 
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& orpiment may be ſometimes applied.” Cer- 
tainly a decoction ot arſenic is recommended by 
ſome for curing the itch, and to be applied by a 
fmple waſhing. Two ſoldiers, having got ſome of 
the decoction of arſenic from a little old woman, 
waſhed the places infected by the itch with it, the 
itch indeed vaniſhed by this lotion, but atri- 
uſque genitalia tanta inflammatio, atque intumeſcentia, 
invaſit, ut adſpectu horrendum efſet ; quibus conjunttt 
erant intolerabiles dolores, vebemens febris, fitis, vi- 
giliꝶ; totuſque locus affetus brevi tempore tantam con- 
trabebat nigredinem gangrænoſam, ut de perfefto ſpba- 
celo jam ſollicitus eſſem.“ © ſuch an inflammation 
&« and ſwellings invaded the genitals of theſe. two 
men, that it was a moſt ſhocking ſight; to 
theſe were joined intolerable pains, a violent fe- 
ver, thirſt and want of reſt, and the whole place 
affected contracted ſuch a gangrenous blacknels 
in ſo ſhort a time, that I was then dreadfully ap- 
< prehenlive of a perfect ſphacelus.” 

A ſeparation of the mortified parts was obtained 
by the care of Degnerus, and the ſphacelated wretches 
were by ſlow degrees reſtored to health : yet the de- 
coction of arlenic was not applied to the genitals, but 

to other itchy parts of the body; which would not be 
feared if powder of arſenic ſhould be ſtrewed upon 
the ulcerous ſuperficies of the cut buboe. 

The opened buboe ought indeed oftener be treated 
as a ſilthy ulcer, that it may be well cleanſed and 
then brought to a ſcar; but this ſhould be acquired 
by the aſſiltance of ſafe remedies, that the phyſician's 
reputation and the patient's health ſhould nor ſuffer 
by it. 

2 to the reſt, a buboe when under ſkilful hands 
admits little or no danger, though ſometimes the 
cure is tedious. If a buboe ſoon ariſes from recent 
ſuſpected venery, after venereal ulcers had been in 
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the genitals, and after a gonorrhea but ſparingly 
flowing had ſtopped, without good ſigns of its a- 
mendment, the cure may be hoped to be much hap- 
pier and ſhorter ; for the flux of the gonorrhea be- 
ing augmented, and the venereal ulcers pouring out 
much corruption, the buboe, as I have ſeen, often 
fubſides in its beginning, without any ſubſequent ve- 
nereal diſeaſe: let thoſe directions in regard to diet, 
as well as to the cathartic remedies recommended in 
Sect. 1458, for the cure of a gonorrhea, be alſo 
followed. | | 

But when a buboe has been long unſkilfully tam- 
pered with, it comes to a great bigneſs, and remains 
unchangeable in ſpite of an application of even the 
beſt remedies ; then it requires the ſame cure that 
the venereal diſeaſe does, as will be ſaid in Sect. 
1467, eſpecially if the other ſigns of the confirmed 
Lues accompany it. If it degenerates into a ſcir- 
rhous hardneſs, 1t ſometimes obſtinately reſiſts a ſa- 
livation by mercury; but when a buboe has not 
acquired a ſtoney hardneſs, the celebrated Afruc 
repoſes ſome hope * aquarum thermalium ſuper bubo- 
nem embrochen iterando, inguen morboſum ſtillicidio 
aquæ fiuentis ſupponendo, demum tumori limum, qui in 
aquæ fundo colligitur, apponendo quotidie, ut coagulata 
limpha ſenſim I:quefiat, & tandem reſolvatur, &c. cauto 
tamen opus eſt; ac, fi bubo inde rareſcere, calefieri, do- 
lere, incipiat, Thermarum uſu ſtatim abſtineat, ne ſcir- 
bus in Carcinoma degeneret : in a repeated water- 
« ing the buboe with Bath or mineral waters, by 
„ laying the infected groin under the ſpout or drip- 
c pings of the running water, and finally, by daily ap- 
« plying the mud found at the bottom of the water to 
* the tumour, and holding it there until its coagula- 
“ted parts are diſſolved ; ſtill there is need of great 
& caution ; for if the buboe ſhould begin to decreaſe, 
„grow hot and painful, the uſe of the baths * 
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* be immediately abſtained from, leſt the ſcirrhous 
6 ſhould degenerate into a cancer :” he prefers the 
Baregian waters to all others; the defect of which, 
as I have before-mentioned, can, according to the 
opinion of the famous ſurgeons of France, be ſup- 
plied by a lye made of green wood aſhes : it ſeems 
probable, that other baths may not fruitleſsly be 
tried. I formerly, for the ſake of exerciſing a prac- 
tice in places to which no baths or mineral waters 
were contiguous, have endeavoured at an imitation 
of them by art; I have therefore impregnated water 
with ſulphur and the filings of iron, and let it fall 
from the height of twelve feet upon the affected 
parts of the body, nor did 1t unſucceſsfully fall. 

I have upon another occaſion mentioned, from the 
obſervations of Ruyſchius * in Sect. 1228, that by 
cutting the venereal buboe before it arrived to per- 
fe& maturity, the lymphatic veſſels had been cur, 
from whence a great quantity of water daily flowed ; 
that ſkilful anatomiſt, by laying of ſplints tight- 
ly bound under the part affected, repreſſed the 
courſe of the water through the aſcendant lympha- 
tic veſſels, and happily cured that troubleſome di- 
ſtillation. 11 


S ECT. MCCCCLXII. 


Teſlicle when ſwelled is to be fomented 
in the manner explained in Sect. 1460; 
if the caſe is urgent, blood muſt be repeatedly 
drawn from the arm until the part affected 
plainly returns to a natural ſtate. 


A tumour of the teſticle bred from the venereal 
diſeaſe, or at leaſt from a venereal contagion, was 
before treated of by many circumſtances in Sect, 

1450; 
? Obſerrat. Anatom. Chirurg. No. 41. . 40. 
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1450; it then appeared, that a venereal virus is not 
requiſite at all times for producing ſuch a tumour 
of the teſticle, ſo as to penetrate its ſubſtance; but 
that it is ſufficient,” if a free diſcharge of humours 
be prepared in the wonderful fabric of the teſticles, 
when obſtructed by any cauſe whatſoever: it was 
alſo remarked, that a tumour of the teſticles moſt 
frequently follows from a ſuppreſſed gonorrhea, or 
from a leſs copious flux of it than uſual, as alſo 
from an imprudent uſe of acrid diuretic hot reme- 
dies: from whence let the patients be therefore 
guarded againſt the uſe of irritating diuretics as the 
flux returns; ſuch are balſam of ſulphur, ethereal 
oil of turpentine, &c. but the tumour of the teſti- 
cle uſually ſubſides, and 1s entirely cured in a ſhort 
time, if proper remedies are applied to the evil whilſt 
it is recent, otherwiſe an inflammation and all its 
train of evils are to be dreaded. 
If therefore a teſticle ſhould begin to ſwell, and 
the tumour be ſoon increaſed, grow hot, the ſkin 
of the ſcrotum be extended and reddened, with a fe- 
ver attending it, it is to be immediately ſuccoured by 
a copious bleeding, which ſhould be repeated until 
the ſymptoms are much diminiſhed. Let a purgmg 
and ſufficient operating antiphlogiſtic be then given, 
whoſe compoſitions are various, according to the Ma- 
teria Medica in Sect. 396, No. 2, where the cure of an 
inflammation is treated of; let the ſcrotum be wrapt up 
in fomentations the moſt emollient, to every pound of 
which add a dram of ſal ammoniac, and an ounce or 
two of vinegar. Sydenham * cured a tumour of the 
zeſticle, though not a recent one, by the ſame me- 
thod : Neque mibi religio eff, quocumque bujus mali 
tempore ſanguinis uncias, novem vel decem, e brachio 
iſto detrabere, quod teſticulo tumtfatio reſpondet, fi 1u- 
moris magnitudo, & vebementia doloris, id mibi ſua- 
deant : nor do I make any ſcruple of drawing 
e nine or ten ounces of blood from that arm on 
: & the 
* Epift, II. Reſponſ. p. 425. 8 
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<* the ſame ſide of the ſwelled teſticle, in any time of 
« the evil, if the magnitude of the tumour, and the 
« vehemency of the patient's pain urge me to it;“ 
for a diſſolution of the ſwelling in the teſticle is to 
be attempted by every method, that other diſcharges 
of an inflammation may be avoided, which are here 
often dangerous and always difficult to be cured : 
from whence Sydenham recommends a fomentation of 
emollient remedies, by adding the leaves of henbane 
thereto, which mollify the acute pains often accom- 
panying the tumour of the teſticles by a local ap- 
plication ; he applied a pultice of oxycratum and bean 
meal to the tumour ; he allo 'uled cathartic and re- 
freſhing remedies, and enjoined the patient to more 
lender diet for vanquiſhing the diſeaſe; he alſo or- 
dered a plentiful ſhar2 of nitrous diluted emulſions, 
to be drank as a ſafe-guard againſt a venereal 
erection of the penis, which is to be feared in this 
caſe. 
The weight of the ſwelled teſticle pulls upon 
the ſpermatic chord, and ſo produces very great 
pain; hence the patient is required to he in bed, 
for ſo the teſticles will be ſupported, the fomenta- 
tions will be more commodiouſly applied, and can 
be more eaſily renewed at will. When the tumour 
of the teſticle is by theſe means diminiſhed, it ſhould 
be ſuſtained by a proper bandage, that the patient 
may ſafely riſe out of bed; the ſcrotum is then alſo to 
be covered with a ſoft emplaſtrum mucilaginum, diapom- 
 pholygos, &c. ee the preſcription in the Materia Me- 
dica tor this purpoſe. Many uſe emplaſtrum de ranis 
with mercury to the ſame end; or mercurial unction, 
with which they rub the ſwelling teſticle; but ſtill 
a ſchirrhous hardneſs is to be dreaded after the in- 
flammation is already much diminiſhed : but the 
mercurial friction is continued until a light ſaliva- 
tion is brought on, which has been profitable; “ 
| (alle others 


* Hoffm, Med, ratiqn. & ſyſtemat. tom. IV. part. V. p. 184. 


268 The VENERTAL Diseass. Set. 1462. 


others have uſed powerful mercurial purges, parti- 


cularly turbiib mineral, nor would that be unſucceſs- 


ful if the evil had been recent, and the dread of a 


ſuppuration removed by bleeding and the antiphlo- 


| giſtic method. 


If the ſuppreſſion of a gonorrhea ſhould precede 
the tumour of the teſticle, a ſudden diſſolution is 
to be hoped for, and that a copious flux will alſo 
return through the urethra; therefore this flux is 
to be incited, as was before mentioned concer- 


ning this matter in Sect. 1458. 


I have known the external and internal uſe of 
cicuta to have proved very beneficial whilſt a ſcirr- 
hous hardneſs remained in the teſticle after an inflam- 
mation of the ſame. A gonorrhea being ſuddenly 


ſuppreſſed in a man of forty-ſeven. years of age, by 


an aſtringent injection, a hard ſcirrhous tumour, 
bigger than a man's fiſt, aroſe in the ſcrotum, yet 


both teſticles were free and ſound : that tumour re- 
mained for a year and a half, for every attempt of 


ae by plaſters, fomentations, the ſtrongeſt 
mercurials, and even a ſalivation proved fruitleſs: 


the extract of cicuta was given to him, and the 


doſe was ſucceſſively augmented; though he had ta- 
ken an entire dram of the extract of cicuta, then 


on the twentieth day of taking it, there was no 


change of the tumour obſerved: on the thirtieth day 
he took a dram and a half of the ſame remedy, and 
the tumour began to ſoften in three days after; 
then a purge, wherein mercurius dulcis was mixed, 
was given: after forty days the patient took two 
drams of the extract of cicuta every day, and the 
tumour diminiſhed : he continued this doſe for five 
months, {till interpoſing a mercurial purge every 
fourteen days: the tumour was then totally diſſolved, 
and the man entirely ſound ; but he plencifully drank 
a decoction made of the roots of Bardana * during 


the time of the cure. 
SEC T. 


Anton. Störck de Cicuta, tom. II. p. 169, 170. 
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S ECT. MCCCCLXI. 
ND puſtules, called fhankers, are to be 


corroded to the quick by mercurials ; 


then they are gradually healed by milder re- 
medies of the ſame kind. 


It was before ſaid, in Sect. 1444, how 'theſe puſ- 
tules are to be known and diſtinguiſhed from other 
evils. 

It is eaſily underſtood, that there is need of great 
caution in treating theſe evils ; for it is evident from 
what has been before ſaid in Sect. 1445, that the 
venereal virus adhering, in the external parts of the 
ſkin, which produced venereal puſtules or ſhankers 
there, can be diſperſed throughout the body from 
theſe affected places, and create the worſt of evils. / 

Some have beheved, that the whole evil could be 
carried away, if theſe ſuſpected puſtules, called ve- 
nereal ſhankers, had been totally deſtroyed ; which 
was attempted by ſtrong eſcharotic remedies, with 
this hope, that the contracted virus, together with 
the integuments of the ſkin to which 1t adhered, 
ſhould be converted into a dead ſcab, 

Such a cure formerly ſucceeded in caſe of ſimilar 
evils, not bred from a venereal contagion, but from 
other cauſes in-the genitals of both ſexes. Lanfranc, 
that formerly celebrated furgeon*, who wrote about 
the year 1296, and about two hundred years before 
the venereal diſeaſe was known in Europe, uſed a col- 
lyrium (which takes its name from him) for curing 
the ulcers of the penis: that remedy conſiſted of one 
pound of white wine, a dram of verdigreaſe, and two 
arams of auripigmentum, which afforded a ſufficient 

| acrid 


* Le Clere hiſtoire de La Medicine, p. 790. 
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acrid local remedy. Other authors, who treated the 
like evils bred in the genitals by a venereal con- 
tagion by the like method, attempted to extinguiſh 
the contagion in thoſe places where it manifeſted it- 
ſelf by a puſtule or little ulcer, Ho, 

So Joannes de Vigo, in his treatiſe of the cure 
of the venereal diſeaſe, ſays, that the cure is to be 
perfected by the adminiſtration of local remedies. 
Imprimis veniendo ad originem morbi; videlicet ad 
Puſtulas, que ſolent accidere in virga; dico, quod, ex 
quo iſtæ puftulz (ut ſuperius dictum fuit) non eveniunt 
ni a cauſa primitiva, fine aliqua temporis intermif* 


., fone protinus medicamine acuto, malignitatem earum 


inter ſiciente, ſunt delendæ, ut exinde earundem malitia 
per totum corpus non extendatur : * By firſt coming 
at the origin of tlie diſeaſe, namely, at the puſ- 
< 'tules which uſually happen in the penis; I fay 
ſo becauſe theſe puſtules, as was before ſaid, come 
not from thence, unleis by a primitive cauſe ; 
„then, without any intermiſhon of time, they muſt 
be immediately worked away by an acute medi- 
cine, capable of deſtroying their malignity, that 
it may not be afterwards ſpread throughout the 
< whole body.“ | 
But we can never be «abſolutely certain whether 
the received contagion may adhere to this puſtule 
or ulcer only; for a part of the contagion could 
have been eaſily abſorbed by the ablorbent veins, and 
have | already infected their maſs, whilſt another 
part of it is entangled in the veſſels, or cutaneous 
tolliculi, and there produces a local evil. 
For it appears from what has been hitherto ſaid, 
that the venereal virus oftner infects the whole mals 
of blood, though no eruption may appear on any 
part of the ſkin, until it in ſome time after declares 
_ {elf in ſpots and puſtules there, and that often 
. with a great releafement from pains, by which the 
wretched patients are tormented, when the evil 1s 
8 | depoſited 


* Aphrodiſiac, p. 452. 
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depoſited in the ſkin by a metaſtaſis or removal; 


but although there might be ſome hopes of de- 
{troying the local contagion, with a part of the in- 
teguments, by eſcharotic applications, where the 
reſt of the body is as yet uninfected ; this fortu- 
nate event cannot be expected when the infection, 
circulating with the humours of the body in the 
veſſels, and afterwards thrown upon the ſkin through 
a metaſtaſis, has produced puſtules and venereal 
ulcers; for it 7 from what has been ſaid in 
Sect. 1442, that ſome puſtules and venereal ſhan- 
kers, are produced by a topical application of the 
virus, and others from the diſtemper tranſlated to 


the ſkin by a metaſtaſis; and in ſuch a caſe the lo- 


cal application of remedies can never be ſafely con- 
£d:d in. | 


Joannes de Vigo“ diſtinguiſhed this matter. alſo 
by joining the following opinion to what has been 


juſt now quoted from him.  Secus faciendum eſſet, i 


prædidiæ puſtulæ ortum accepiſſent a cauſa antecedenti; 


quia (niſi fafta univerſali purgatione) localia auxilia, 
ante corporis purgationem, regulariter operando, non 


efſent applicanda: It is to be performed in another 
«© manner if the foreſaid puſtules had received their 
e birth from an antecedent cauſe, becauſe (that un- 
« leſs an univerſal purgation be made) no local aid 
eis to be applied before the body is regularly 
« purged;” but a corroſion of venereal ſhankers, 
and that even to the quick, is often ſeen to have 
unfortunately happened under this author's hands by 
corroding remedies ; for he confeſſes, that he ought 
ſometimes to have repeated that corroſion z quiaim- 
terdum he puſtule ſanabantur, & iterum ad crepatu- 
ram veniebant, cum malignitate carnis; unde operæ 
pretium fuit, ſæ penumero curationem renovare : © be- 
« cauſe theſe puſtules were ſometimes healed and 
« burſt open again with a malignity of the — 

5 «c m 
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« from whence it was as often worth while to renew 
«< the cure of them.” 

Whilſt this corroſion is attempted, the place af- 
fected grows into a ſcab, under which the contracted 
virus, which had been abſorbed by the veins, often 
lurks, infects the whole body, and manifeſts itſelf 
in a ſhort time in many more places of it: this I 
remember to have happened to a young man of a 
perfect ſound body, who had contracted a venereal 
ulcer in the exterior ſide of the ſkin of the penis af- 
ter impure venery. A ſurgeon, boaſting of a cer- 
tain and ſpeedy cure by deſtroying the local evil, 
touched it with lapis infernalis; but it fell out 
— otherwiſe, for in four days after, the patient's 

ace was fouly ſpotted over with fœtid warts, which 
were in a ſhort time after diſperſed alſo all over the 
body; he was alſo tormented with nocturnal pains 
in all the ligaments of his joints, and he began to 
feel a pain in his jaws ; from whence the miſerable 
patient, fearing ſome worſe evil, underwent a ſevere 
ſalivation, that he might be radically cured. And 
Vigo * had the ſame ill ſucceſs after a corroſion of 
ſuch venereal puſtules ; for he acknowledges, that 


though he, by his method, malignitatem ulceris, & 


ularum, interfictendo, locum ulceratum, vel puſiule- 
ſum, ad digeſtionem materiei benignæ, & mundifica- 
tionem loci, cum purgatione multarum materierum, per- 
duxiſſet, tamen, poſt cicatrizationem, puſtulæ ſcabioſæ, 
& ulceroſæ, & interdum verrucoſææ, per totum corpus 
ſpargebantur. Unde balnea, linimenta; aliaque, ad- 
hibere debuit; &, quia aliquando Por on morbus 
obedientiam minime præſtare ſolet, præſertim ad dolores 
auferendos, idcirco, quum antedifia curatione iſte mor- 
bus, cum ſuis doloribus, & puſtulis, removeri non paſſit, 
tunc ad ulteriora remedia tranſeundum eſt; præſertim, 
ad unttiones, & cerota, in quibus ingreditur argentum 
vivim ; had vanquiſhed the malignity of the ul- 
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< cer and puſtules by conſuming the ulcerated or 
“ puſtulous place, and then bringing it to a digeſ- 
c tion of benign matter, and to a purified ſtate, 
« with a purgation of much matter, yet after the 
% part was cicatrized, ſcabby, ulcerous, and ſome- 
« times wart-like puſtules, were ſpread all over 
« the body: hence baths, liniments, and other 
„ remedies ought to be applied, and that becauſe 
« a diſeaſe of this kind is generally very obſtinate: 
t therefore, when this diſeaſe, with its pains and 
<« puſtules cannot be removed by the aforeſaid cure, 
« recourſe muſt be had to farther remedies, parti- 
% cularly to thoſe unctions and cere-cloths in which 
* crude mercury is mixed.“ 

It appears from all theſe circumſtances, that great 
caution is required whilſt the extinction and extir- 
pation of the contracted venereal contagion is at- 
tempted by. corroding remedies locally applied to 
that part to which alone it is believed the whole con- 
tagion adheres. Botallus, r candidly acknowledges, 
that he had in his juvenile days, following the traces 
of others, applied acrid corroding remedies for the 
ſame purpoſe; but growing more adult, and cautious 
in the exerciſe of his art, he changed from that opi- 
nion; for he learned that theſe applications illis dun- 
taxat fuiſſe prefidio, qui recenter morbum contraxerant ; 
fic ut toium, vel pene, quod infectum erat, illo extingue- 
retur : ſed hos vel etiam ſanat integre ſimplex aque fo- 
tus, vel repetita (ſi aliqualis fit durities) præcipitati 
aſperſio, in nullum diſcrimen ægrum inducentia : * had 
* been only as a defence to thoſe who recently con- 
ce tracted the diſeaſe,” ſo that the whole or almoſt 
<« ail that which was infected, ſhould be freed from 
it; or but a ſimple fomentation of water alfo 
« cures thoſe entirely, or a repeated ſprinkling of 
« precipitate (if there be any hardneſs) will bring 
the patient under no danger.” But it was often 
Vol. XVII. fy ſaid 
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ſaid before, that recent venereal evils are of all 

others the ſafeſt carried away, if the place affected 

is ſo diſpoſed, by fomentations, and milder corroding 

remedies, that the morbid virus, together with the 

corruption, may be diſcharged from the body. 46 

adminiſtratione enim eorum, que vebementer carnem 

ſubditam exſtinguunt, ulcus ficcum manet oo dierum 

ſpatio, quod tantum abeſt, ut prodeſſe paſſit, ut obſit po- 

tius uon leviter; nam, quantum fiert poteſt, colluvies 

a parte affefta e veſtigio eſt eximenda; nec quia illud 

altius imprimitur, ob id plus juvat ; non enim omne 

infectum enecat; fic, quod reliquum eſt, occluſa per cau- 

ſticum illi via, circumſitam ulceri carnem valentins in- 

ficit, Sc. For by the adminiſtration of thoſe re- 

% medies which powertully diſſolve that counter- 

* feit fleſh, a dried ulcer remains for the ſpace 

* of eight days, which is ſo far from being bene- 

« ficial that its preſence is rather of a greater hin- 

« drance, for the filth is to be rooted out from 

« the part affected as much as poſſible; nor be- 

} « cauſe it is more deeply impreſſed, for that till 

helps it, for it deadens not all that is infected, 

& fo that what is left ſhut up by the application of 

the cauſtic, more vehemently infects the fleſh 

„ fituared around the ulcer in making way for it- 
t 8 

It will not be incongruous to add ſomething con- 

cerning venereal warts here, which often attack the 

genitals of both ſexes, and beget no light moleſta- 

tions. It is known, that the internal ſuperficies of 

the prepuce, and particularly the whole glans of 

the penis, are ſometimes rendered rough and thick 

by fuch warts; for there is a numerous ſeries of 

nervous ſenſible papille, * which he from the 


- 


; corona of the glans unto the orifice of the ure- 
thra, on the ſuperficies of the ſpongy fabrick, 

nnd fo cover the exterior ambit of the glans, that 
ö e : ; ? " "32 © »\ ? 4 
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theſe extreme nerves here, the proper inſtruments of 
pleaſure and pain, being conſtrained under the more 
tender membrane of the glans, he mutually incum- 
bent to each other; if therefore the venereal virus 
paſs'd through and gnawed this moſt ſlender exter- 
nal membrane of the glans, theſe papillæ become 
naked, and ſometimes excite intolerable pain: if now 
the ſlender cellular fahrick is conſumed by the venereal 
corruption, the papillæ grow out freed from that bond, 
and form into venereal warts, which ſometimes de- 
form the glans fo as to render it like a hedge-hog, 
and almoſt obſtruct all the motion of the prepuce : 
ſuch warts are obſerved around the pudenda and anus 
in women. 

And I have ſeen ſuch venereal warts bred in the 
very channel (particularly near the end) of the ure- 
thra: theſe warts beget an almoſt intolerable itch- 
ing in the nymph and vagina in women, who by 
ſcratching make them degenerate into a malignant 
nature, and grow to a greater bulk ; then they are 
uſually called criſtæ, ficus, mariſcæ. Botallus * 
ſaw dum junior adbuc eſſet, Hiſpanum, glandem uni- 
verſam, atque præputium, magnis verrucis obſitam ha- 
bentem, que ad tantam molem pervenerant, ut totam 
glandem obtegerent, præputium in ſummum extendentes, 
cum maximo dolore; quem ſecare fuit neceſſum per lon- 
gitudinem, uſque ad glandis radicem; fic enim omnia 
patebant, & dolor quievit : multæ autem verrucæ erant, 
que parvi digiti magnitudinem excederent : „ in his 
juvenile days a Spaniard having the whole glans 
and prepuce beſieged with venereal warts, which 
&« increaſed to ſuch a magnitude, that they hid the 
* whole glans, ftill enlarging the prepuce to the 
e greateſt degree, and with moſt intolerable pain, as 
there was a neceſſity for cutting it through the 
„ whole length even to the root of the glans; for 
+ thus all the inſide became yilible, and the pain 
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ceaſed; but there were many warts which might 


have exceeded the magnitude of a man's little 


“finger. Henry Ab Heers ſaw + warts bred in the 
under part of the glans by impure venery, and 
amongſt theſe was one which exceeded the magni- 
rude of an acorn, and was ſtuck around with ſixty- 
five little heads or infant warts. 

Phyſicians know that theſe warts are always to 


be treated with great caution, particularly if they 


adhere to the ſkin, as it were, by a large baſe : 

when they adhere by a ſlender pendulant kind of a 
thread, they are ſafely carried away by a ligature 
around, or by cutting them ; but when they take 
birth from a venereal virus they are of a worſe na- 
ture, and ſometimes are with great difficulty to bc 


| eradicated, for they often bud into a greater num- 
ber. 


They have ſometimes been attempted to be cured 
in a cruel manner; for «the greater ones have been 
cut away by a razor or ſciſſars, and the places they 
grew in were touched with aqua fortis, by the tact 
of which the ſmaller ones were corroded. Botallus 
uſed the following method ;* he ſplit the prepuce 


that all the warts there might appear, then cured 
them by cutting or corroſives. Still he alſo recom- 


mended the uſe of ſuch remedies for theſe as are 


uſually to be applied for raming or eradicating a ve 
nereal contagion, 


I haye often ſeen ſuch warts to bud afreſh, be- 


come more numerous, a and of a more malignant na- 


ture; in a ſhort time after being cut, I have ſeen 
them in no manner to be forced to diſappear, but 
ſtill grow exceſſive big, and cover the glans after 


. a ſalivation, until the prudent application of lapis 


infernalis had made them all fall, and rendered the 


Je” patient ſound. A young! man had many ſhankers 


in 


+ Obſervat. Medicar. libro unico, p. 84. 
In loco modo citato. 
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in the glans and prepuce, which daily corroded the 
adjacent parts, and ſtruck the patient with great 
dread, which urged him to have immediate recourſe 
to ſalivation. The venereal ſhankers were ſoon 
enough healed, '' but preſently a great number of 
warts ſprang up in the glans of the penis, which 
were afterwards very ſafely healed by touching them 
with lapis infernalis. 

But this I have learned from many ſimilar obſer- 
vations, that the uſe of eſcharotic remedies is by far 
ſafer, or that of ſtrong mercurial purges, or fach- 
like, if the malignity of the venereal contagion had 
been enervated or entirely rooted out; and ſtill more 
ſo, if the warts had been firſt fomented by an emol- 
lient decoction, before the more acrid remedies were 
applied: thus let the corroſive remedies be after- 
wards applied, that the ſcabs may ſoon fall off. I 
have joyfully ſeen other men, famous for curing the 
venereal diſeaſe, of the ſgme opinion. So William. 
Fordyce relates a caſe of a man, who, being un- 
happily cured of a gonorrhea, had the corona of the 
glans every where beſet with venereal ſhankers and 
warts; by drinking a pure decoction of Sarſapa- 
rilla, the ſhankers were indeed amended, but not 
entirely healed until fix ounces of mercurial unction 
had, by repeated frictions, conſumed them: ſtill . 
there remained ſome warts after the ſhankers were 
healed, but he aboliſhed them by a common cauſtic; 
and he therefore recommends the uſe of this remedy 
when the warts continue rebellious, after the conta- 
gion 1s routed by antivenereal medicines. The uſe 
of lapis infernalis has this conveniency in it, that 
it can be applied to a determined place, without flow- 
ing to any neighbouring part which ought not to be 
corroded ; for it alſo quickly deftroys the part it 
touches with ſcarce any pain. An emollient fomenta- 
tion ſoon provokes the mortified part to a ſuppuration, 


Medic. Obſervat. and Inquiries, Vol. I. p. 155, 
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warts by tying a wax thread tightly round the neck 
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and if any particles of the warts remain, they are 
taken away by a freſh touch of the lapis infer- 
nalis. 

Still there is need of great caution whilſt ſuch 
warts of the penis and prepuce are to be carried 
away by cutting, bringing on a ſcab, or by liga- 
ments about them; for if they begin to itch, grov- 
painful, red or livid, which is far worſe; if the mar- 

ins, particularly of the greater, ſhould be inflamed, 
7 abſtain from the uſe of more acrid reme- 
dies, and am always careful that they ſhould be only 
perpetually cheriſhed by an emollient decoction, 
whilſt a ſtrong mercurial purge was at the ſame 
time given:  turbith mineral was particularly pro- 
fitable in this caſe, as I have already remarked in 
Sect. 1372, where the expulſion of the worms was 


treated of : thus have I ſeen the warts to have fallen 
in a few days without the application of ligatures or 
.corroding remedies, 


The famous Alexander Monro, * in his treatiſe of 
fortunate cures, which ſometimes happen beyond 
hope, recites a caſe which was happily crowned with 
ſucceſs by the application of emollient remedies to 
the ce A in the genitals, Which was much acer- 


bated by another method of cure. A ſmall wart 
aroſe on the extreme margin of the prepuce of a 
young man, who cut it away with a razor; not long 
after, the interior ſuperficies of the prepuce began 
to be attacked by many more ſuch excreſcents of a 
pale red, which hung by a little ſtalk ; when the 
prepuce was drawn up, ſome greater tufts were 


ſeen on the glans. In vain were mercurial unctions, 


aſtringents, eſcharotics, and many other remedies 
tried to baniſh them, and the patient even paſs'd a 
ſalivation with no better effect. 


The celebrated Monro tried only one of theſe 


of 


* Medical Efays and Obſervat. Vol. V. part 2, p. 495, 496. 
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of it,, which gave the patient great pain, but that 
ſoon vaniſhed ; then, in the ſpace of two days, the 
girded wart fell, and the place it occupied appeared 
{mooth and ſound. A young ſurgeon, who was 
| preſent at this operation, was ordered to tie up all 
the reſt in the ſame manner: he tried the liga- 
ture upon another wart the day following, but as 
the ſurgeon was timorous though the patient was 
obedient, he tied not the thread hard enough ſo as 
to intercept all communication between the hve veſ- 
ſels and the wart: the patient ſuffered great pain 
during that day, and the day following a great in- 
flammation aroſe there, which required a copious 
bleeding: fomentations, and pultices compoſed of 
emollient remedies, were jointly applied to the place 
affected, by which the inflammation was diminiſhed 
within the ſpace of two days, and all theſe excreſ- 
cences were remarkably diminiſhed : but when the 
inflammation totally ſubſided, all theſe warts became 
rough: then, by the application of emollient reme- 
dies continually, during the ſpace of eight days, the 
warts all vaniſhed, ſo that not a trace of any one of 
them remained by which the places they emerged 
from could be diftinguiſhed from the reſt of the 
ſound ſkin. The celebrated Monro. would have the 
happineſs of this cure attributed to. that new-born 
inflammation, rather than to the application of the 
emollient remedies : but Boerhaave before * endea- 
voured to inculcate the uſe of emollients to all others 
of the faculty: Si imprudens rerum Chirurgus nuda- 
tam tenui ſua membranula ſuperficiem vivam papilloſam 
glandis acribus irritaverit, contigit ſape, ut totum pe- 
nis corpus diriſſimum in modum inflammaretur, turge- 
ret, priapiſmo, exquiſitifſimos dolores pariente, labora- 
ret. Unde & ad hoc mali genus emollientia, laxantia, 
humectantia, anodyna, extrorſum allicientia, ſecuriſſima 
prefidia ſunt ; qua vel ſero applicare cogeris, ubi tur- 

4 bas, 
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bas, per rodentia excitatas, compeſcere debebis. Lage, 
& althea, præſtiti hic, que argentum vivum negui- 
verat; unguento altbeꝶ, aut nutrito, perfect, quod 
Aegyptiaca, & mercurialibus, negabatur: If a ſur- 
* geon, through ignorance or imprudence in theſe 
„ matters, ſhould have irritated the nervous ſu- 


e perficies of the glans, diveſted of its ſlender ht- 


« tle membrane by -acrid remedies, it often hap- 
«pens, that the whole body of the penis becomes in- 
* flamed in a moſt ſhocking manner, then ſwells and 
* labours with a priapiſm, productive or very ex- 
“ quiſite pains ; from whence emollient, laxative, 
«diluting, anodyne, and outward-drawing reme- 
* dies, are a moſt fecure defence againſt this kind 
«© of evil; which you ought thus to repreſs, or you 
vill be forced to a late application of thoſe re- 
&. medies, where this train of evils had been rouſed 
« up by corroding remedies. 1 have ſucceeded in 
„ ſuch a caſe by uſing milk and althea, when crude 
* mercury could avail nothing; or I have by the 
% ointment of aithea, performed that which re- 
« ſifted the virtue of mercurials.“ | 
I have afterwards. ſeen that a. celebrated phy- 
fician of the faculty of Paris had with ſucceſs 
applied corrofive ſublimate diſſolved in ſpirit of 
wine, diluted in a quadruple quantity of warm 
water; but twenty grains of this ſublimate were 
diſſolved in two pounds of the fpirits of wine, fo 
that every pound of this mixture contained eight 

unds of water and two grains of the corroſive 
tublimate, which certainly could not be hurtful, 
not even in the exertion of its greateft irritating 
force, when applied to venereal warts. The anus 
and perineum, being the places beſet with theſe 
warts, were twice a day waſhed with this my 


* M. Le Begue de Preſle, Memoire pour ſervir a Thiſtoire 
de I'uſage interne du mercure ſublime corrofif, p. 215. 


Sect. 1463. The VENEREAL DisBASE. 281 


The warts were of a pale colour, a ſoft confiſtency, 
and equaled the top of a man's little finger in 
thickneſs. The utility of theſe lotions manifeſtly 
appeared in a few days after, for in ten days time 
they all diſappeared, but periſhed not; for ſome yel- 
low ſpots remained in thoſe places of the ſkin-only 
which were occupied. by the greater warts : theſe 
ſpots were altogether like thoſe diſperſed all over the 
nde of the body, and remaining in the ſkin 
after venereal puſtules are healed, This corroſive 
ſublimate was alſo internally uſed, to ſuch a 
quantity that eight parts of a grain of it ſhould be 
ſwallowed in the ſpace of five nights; but though 
all the remaining ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe 
had been chaſed away by the ſole internal uſe of 
this remedy, the warts ſtill obſtinately remained un- 
til alſo extirpated by an external lotion of the 
ſame remedy, diluted in a quadruple quantity of 
warm water.. | 12 

But it may be certainly concluded, that the cure 
of theſe venereal warts was owing to that external 
waſhing ; for two warts were bred in the right labium 
of a pudenda, which the female patient had never 
touched by ' waſhing them, for ſhe was only ſolli- 
citous about ſome others which were in the peri- 


neum and anus; fo that theſe diſappeared, but the 


two in the pudenda tenaciouſly kept their places, un- 
til ſhe was adviſed to waſh them alſo by the ſame 
remedy, by which they in a few days vaniſhed, ' 


8 ECT. 
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SE C T. MCCCCLXIV. 


T7 U T thoſe internal remedies I have pre- 


ſcribed in Sect. 1458, are to be com- 
monly uſed. 


For the contagion adheres in the place affected, 
which many have attempted to root out by acrid 
corroding remedies. before it ſhould infect the whole 
body : the more prudent have fomented the place 
affected by the moſt emollient fomentations ; then 
endeavoured to excite a ſuppuration there by the 
mildeſt irritating remedies, that the venerea] virus 
might be expelled the ſame way it entered: ſo, as 
it was ſaid in the cure of the gonorrhea, let us en- 
deavour to promote the flux through the urethra, 
that the contagion may be alſo driven out, whilſt all 
poſſible care ſhould at the ſame time be applied, 
that it be vehemently excluded from the body, or 
rendered inactive, fo as that that part of the conta- 
ion which is abſorbed, and flows through the veſ- 
bels with the humours, may not be depoſited in 
other places of the body, and produce new evils. 
But how and by what remedies that can be ob- 
tained, has been ſaidin Sect. 1458, where the cure 
of the gonorrhea was treated of. 
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S ECT. MCCCCLXV. 


H E venereal fluor in women is cured 


by the ſame remedies (preſcribed in 
Sect. 1458.) 


The cure of a gonorrhea in women was before 
mentioned in Sect. 1447, and how that differs from 
a gonorrhea in men; together with the manner of 
diſtinguiſhing that venereal fluor from the fluor al- 
bus in women. It was then remarked, that the go- 
norrhea in women can be divided into different kinds, 
according to the different places it occupies in the 
female ſinus ; from whence a greater or leſs diffi- 
culty of a cure allo follows : but as all that-regards 
the diagnoſtics and prognoſtics were there ex- 
plained, it now remains that ſomething be ſaid con- 
cerning the cure of it. 

The general directions to be here obſerved are the 
very ſame which were recommended for the cure of 
the virile gonorrhea, namely, that all the contagion 
contracted by impure venery, and 2 the parts 
in women, may be purged out with this fluor: 
hence all aſtringent remedies are to be fſedulouſly 
abſtained from, for the fluor is rather to be aug- 
mented that the contagion may flow out with it, leſt 
that part of it which had been abſorbed may attack 
the reſt of the body. 

All the preſcriptions therefore recommended in 
Sect. 1458, alſo conduce to a cure of a female go- 
norrhea ; yet it is to be known, that women cannot 
bear ſuch ſtrong purgations, nor ſo frequently re- 
peated, as men indeed can, eſpecially if they are of 
a lax habit of body, and a nervous texture, capable 
of being ealily irritated.  Tamarinds, manna, ſena 
leaves, caſſia, Sc. are ſufficient in ſuch caſes for diſ- 

ſolving ' 
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ſolving the humours, that the contracted venereal 
virus may not eaſily adhere in them. Mercurial 
purges are but ſeldom uſed here, and then but of 
the milder kind and in leſs dole, ſtirred up in theſe 
quantities. EY | 

It was faid in treating of the virile gonorrhea, that 
much exetciſe was very injurious, and that it ſome- 
times rendered that evil incurable; yet motion is 
not offenſive to the female ſex but rather profitable, 
as it provokes a more happy diſcharge of the fluor 
through the 'vagina : the ſtructure of the genital 
parts in women teaches the reaſon of this, | 
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U T particularly by powerful detergent 
fomentations and mercurials. | 

The evil in a virile gonorrhea adheres in the ure- 
thra, where the local application of remedies is more 
difficult, and can only be applied in a leſs quantity 
by injections or the bougies; beſides, there is need 
of great caution in preſerving the interior part of the 
urethra from being irritated by the remedies applied 
there, particularly if of a more acrid kind. There is 
leſs to be feared in the female vagina, if that diſ- 
charges a quantity of venereal fluor by diſtilling ul- 
cers; for ſponges, wetted with detergent remedies, 
can be eaſily applied and contained in the vagina, 
though theſe may be ſufficiently active: from whence 
ſuch a detergent decoction, by which the pudenda 
is to be often waſhed in the day, is approved of in the 
Materia Medica, particularly when the evil adheres 
in the external parts and the nymphæ of the pu- 
denda, or even if venereal ulcers were placed 
higher in the vagina, ſo that they can be moiſt- 
ened and cleaned with a ſponge full of this fo- 
: = fomen- 
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mentation. When a more prudent ufe of mercu- 
rials is required, particularly of the more acrid, if 
the filthy ulcers of the vagina ſhould want them; 
there is a preſcription held in account which con- 
ſiſts of thirty grains of corroſive ſublimate, are diluted 
in one hundred and ſixty parts of water diſtilled from 
rue, then ſixty- four parts of mel roſarum are to be 
added; and ſo the gnawing force of the corroſive 
ſublimate is deadened by this mixture, ſo that 
it can eaſily be endured, while it ſufficiently cleans 
the ſordid ulcers. From the uſe of theſe the ve- 
nereal fluor ar firſt uſually augments, then gra- 
dually decreaſes, and the ulcers thus purified are 
healed. More or leſs of the actuating fomentations 
15 to be applied according to the various ſtate of the 
ulcers, and the changed nature of the venereal fluor 
concerning which, ſee what has been ſaid in Sect. 
1458, of the cure of the virile gonorrhea, 

All the remedies there mentioned now take place, 
particularly when the ſeat of the venereal fluor is in 
the labia or nymphæ of the female pudenda, or 
placed in the cavity of the vagina : it ought to be re- 
- membered that, in Sect. 1447, it was ſaid, that a dif- 
ficulty of urine does not always accompany the firſt 
ſpecies of a female gonorrhea, as it doth that in 
men. ; 

But it was alſo ſaid, that the orifice of the ure- 
thra in women is placed like a wrinkled wart 
between the nymphæ, under the clitoris, and it 
is pierced by many fmall ducts, from which a 
viſcid matter can be preſſed: theſe mucoſe fur- 
rows are ſometimes infected by impure venery, 
either by themſelves or together with the vagina. 

When that glandular tuberculum (in whoſe middle 
the orifice of the urethra 1s opened) ſwells, grows 

ainful, and diſtils venereal corruption, either ſpon- 
rancouſly or when preſs'd, then that is ſaid to be 
the ſecond ſpecies of a female gonorrhea : this was by 

Santorings called the depreſſor muſcle of the _ 
: thra, 
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thra, which is affected by an erection, and makes 
the glandular body ſtand out farther; from whence 
2 difficulty of urine is bred; for they feel a rigid 
moleſtation and a tenſion whilſt the urine is emitted, 
and they think that ſomething falls from the 
vulva, or at leaſt labours for an exit; but when 
this glandular body is eaten by a venereal ulcer, 
then a ſcalding pain is rouſed up by the flowing 
urine. | | 

It plainly appears, that thoſe more acrid remedies ' 
which are ealily borne in the cavity of the vulva, and 
on the exterior parts of the pudenda in women, 
ſhould not be applied to that place, if it had been 
affected by a venereal contagion ; for theſe remedies 
augment the troubleſome erection by their ſtiniula- 
ting power, ſo that the application of them is dan- 
gerous, leſt the orifice of the urethra ſhould be op- 
preſſed by the ambient tumour, and thereby cauſe a 
dangerous ſuppreſſion of urine : the moſt kind re- 
medies are therefore required in ſuch a caſe, that the 
infecting matter may be drawn outwards, and that 
the troubleſome tenſion of the parts may be re- 
laxed: a decoction made of mallows leaves, althea, 
and longwort in water and milk, or, if the pain is 
urgent and attended with a great tenſion, a decoc- 
tion of milk whey, and pounded {in/eed may be uſed; 
to which garden poppy leaves, or henbane, may be 
added. Let fomentations and pultices, made of 
theſe, be perpetually applied until the tenſion of the 
parts begins to ſubſide, and then the uſe of clean- 
ling milder remedies, ſuch as honey, aloes, and ſuch- 
like, will conduce to a cure. 

But as the urethra in women may be affected, 
though that ſeldom. happens, there would then a 
third ſpecies of a gonorrbea be produced in them; 
for the channel of the female urethra is of the ſame 
ſtructure as that in men, but much ſhorter ; from 
hence all the directions given for curing a virile go- 
norrhea, will equally conduce to a cure here, If 


the 
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the diſeaſe be neglected, there ſometimes follows a 
filthy effuſion of urine from the corroded ure- 
thra into the vagina, which ſometimes remains in- 
curable. | 

Beſides, there are great glands, equal in bigneſs 
to large peas, commonly placed at either fide of 
the lower part of the female pudenda : theſe glands 
pour out a viſcid and copious humaur through their 
ducts, which are fully conſpicuous ; (ſee what has 
been ſaid of theſe in Sect. 1447 3) but as what is in- 
jected by a man at the time of coition into the 
female ſinus, when he labours under a gonorrhea, 
ſpontaneouſly deſcends towards the inferior part of 
the vagina, where the ducts of theſe glands open ; 
there is an evident reaſon why theſe can be eaſily 
infected by a venereal virus, and then that is ſaid to 
be a fourth ſpecies of a female gonorrhea. 

Unleſs theſe infected at ſwelling glands had 
poured out the contained virus freely through their 
ducts into the vagina, the matter will be retained 
and will infect the whole body; it will alſo dege- 
nerate into the moſt malignant ulcers, by which all 
the adjacent parts will be corroded, not only theſe 
neighbouring parts, but the inteſtinum rectum alſo, 
and then the faeces alvinæ certainly go out of 
vulva, and form a filthy ſpectacle. All that was 
ſaid of the Cowperian glands, affected in like manner 
in a virile gonorrhea, takes place, and a ſimilar cure 
is required here. Let the ſofteſt pultices, made of 
the coats of onions roaſted under the aſbes, and gum 
ammoniac well. diſſolved in the yolk of an egg, be 
perpetually applied to theſe ſwelling glands, that 
the virulent matter may be drawn outwards, and 
not produce the worſt of eyils by verging inwards. 


. 
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Dur when puſtules are every where diſ- 
perſed, and accompanied with pains of 
the arteries, nocturnal inquietude, tortures of 
the bones, ariſing from many endured gonor- 
rheas ; all theſe manifeſt the preſent exiſtence 
of the venereal diſeaſe, and require a mercurial 
falivation, 8 
We have hitherto conſidered thoſe evils which 
are bred from a contracted venereal contagion in 
the body, according to the different parts of it to 
which it was applied, or to the circulating humours 
with which it was firſt mixed, and then being de- 
poſited in one or other of theſe parts produced va- 
rious diſeaſes; hence the diverſity of theſe evils oc- 
caſioned different names to be given them, and the 
diagnoſtics, prognoſtics, and the cure of every one 
of them, were deſcribed; in all which a great va- 
riety occurs, and that is on account of the different 
parts to which the contagion had been brought, 
though it is ſtill the ſame: now the method to be 
taken for curing the, venereal diſeaſe, when ſtrictly 
confirmed, 1s to be treated of. | | 
_ Certainly Fernelius has excellently given the fol- 
lowing opinion concerning the venereal diſcaſe: 
Quum ex dubiis fignis de Lue ambigitur, ejus origo eſt 
allius inveſti ganda, a qua parte initium habuerit, 
Etenim, quoniam non niſi attactu contrahi poteſt, ne- 
ceſſe eſt, labes aliqua, in ea primum parte comparuerit, 
per quam inſertum eſt virus. Hec enim prima ſe pro- 
fert, in partibus obſcanis, fi concubitu, in ſumma cute, 
# accubitu, contratta eſt; in nutricum mammis, ft in- 
| | quinalys 


# Aphrodiſiae, p. 614, 
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quinatus erat infans; in infantis ore, & faucibus, f 
nutrix infefla. Emergunt autem in ob[cenis partibus 
puſtule, ulcera maligna. virulenta Gonorrbæa, ingui- 
num Bubones. Sed bac, niſi ultius introſubeant, non- 
dum ſunt Lues Venerea, ſed rudimentum & velut cha- 
rafter ejus impendentis : ** When there is a doubt 
concerning the uncertain ſigns of the venereal 
* diſeaſe, that part from whence it had its origin is 
6 to be more cloſely examined, and from what part 
e it had its beginning; and alſo, as it cannot be 
* contracted but by the tact, it is neceſſary that 
4 ſome corruption had firſt appeared in that part 
to which the virus was grafted ; for this corrup- 
« tion firſt ſhews itſelf in the obſcene parts, if it was 
contracted deeply in the ſkin by copulation or 
lying down : it is contracted by the breaſts of a 
mM —_ if the infant is defiled, and by the infant's 
* mouth and inward parts of it, if the nurſe is in- 
feed ; for puſtules, malignant ulcers, and a vi- 
* rulent gonorrhea, appear in the obſcene parts; 
* together with buboes in the groin ; but unleſs 
e theſe advance ſtill deeper, they cannot yet be called 
«* the venereal diſeaſe, but a beginning, or as it were, 
« a'mark of its threatening power.” 

So one or two venereal puſtules, bred in the 
body or in the pudenda, are not by phyſicians called 
the venereal Lues, though even a venereal cofita- 
gion, which could have infected the whole body, 
attends them; ſo a buboe bred in the groin 1s not 
called a Lues, though the fomes of the Lues, which 
is greatly to be feared, may adhere there. The ſame 
obſervations concerning the reſt of thoſe evils hi- 
therto enumerated to have been bred from a vene- 
real contagion, hold to the like certainty ; for every 
one of thele is uſually conſidered as a local evil, and 
is to be ſeparately cured ; but when more of theſe 
concur together in the body, or fall into a crude 
ſtate again, after being mitigated in the beginning, or 
entirely ceaſed, it may be juſtly ſuſpected, that the 

Vol. XVII. U whole 
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whole maſs of humours is infected, and then an ef- 
ficacious cure is to be applied, that the whole virus 
may be eradicated: this is particularly required, if 


nocturnal pains of the ligaments of the joints excru- 


ciate the wretched patients. It was before ſaid, that 
the contagion was greatly to be dreaded if it had 
penetrated the bones; for they are gradually cor- 
roded by a ſlow caries, and with intolerable pain to 
the patient ; and the contagion, adhering in the 
bones, can but with great difficulty be extricated 
from thence : from hence the return of the diſeaſe 
ſo often follows, even after the moſt troubleſome 
and long protracted cures. The phyſicians, to whom 
the cure of the venereal diſeaſe is moſt familiar, 
know that ſuch misfortunes happen ; particularly 
if the patients, recovering from this diſeaſe, imme- 
diately indulge their appetites, whilſt the body, ſtill 
exhauſted by the pains and the fevere cure it has 
endured, is quickly filled with the rich products of 
Ceres and Bacchus, with falſe hopes of recovering 
its loſt ſtrength the ſooner. This certainly proves 
vexatious and tireſome to ſuch as undertake the cure 
of fuch patients, whilſt theſe drudges of venery, 
fcarce freed by a cure, and forgetful of their evils, 
return to their uſual and moſt depraved manner of 
living, are infected afreſh, and cry out to have been 
badly cured. I have ſeen ſuch a man, who, the 
fame day his falivation was ended, crept out from 
his confinement; and had connections with a filthy 
proſtitute, from whom he returned punifhed with a 
moſt virulent gonorrhea: he indeed confeſſed his 
crime, becaufe nobody would believe him if he had 
denied it, 

It is therefore much worth our care to conſider 
attentively what the faculty have tried in vanquiſhing 
this foul venereal difcate. 

It was, proved by many obſervations, mentioned 
in Se&. 1440, that this was a new diſeaſe in Europe, 
which the faculty beheld with juſt a 
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they had not treated any other ſimilar to it before: 
many therefore amongſt theſe entirely declined from 
preparing medicines for the patients affected with 
the Lues; ſome others only treated it in a curſory 
manner, whilſt no other method of miniſtering a 
cure was yet known ; thus, being wearied by the 
troubles, and terrified at the raging ferocity of the 
incorrigible evil, they abandoned the patients to 
their own fate. | 

But as the number of the infected increaſed, they 
could not longer deny their affiſtance t6 the diſ- 
eaſed ; and they endeavoured to cure this new diſeaſe 
with the like remedies they uſually applied to other 
diſeaſes : they endeavoured to diſſolve and render 
the morbid matter moveable, by decoctions made 
of herbs and ſpices plentifully drank, and by ſy- 
rups compoſed of a filly mixture of harmleſs ſim- 
ples, which they call magiſtrales; then they gave 
ſtrong purges, to expel that morbid matter already 
looſened ; that done, they returned again to that de- 
coction and ſyrups, which they in like manner fol- 
lowed by giving cathartic remedies; yet they per- 
ſiſted in eaſing the fatigue of a cure in that manner 
by various preſcriptions, and adapted thoſe to four 
varieties of conſtitutions: thus they at leaſt were 
willing to conſult their own fame, whilſt the obſti- 
nate diſeaſe {till yielded not, ſo as to convince the 
ſick that they had applied all the power of known 
art, and had left nothing internally which could be 
amended ; for they, for the moſt part, began 
their cures by bleeding; after which they freed 
the firſt paſſages from all filth ,by glyſters and 
milder purges, which were uſually called eccoproti- 
ca, that an entrance might be made for the reſt of 
thoſe medicines which were believed to be capable of 
of chaſing away the Lues: this may here and 
there be ſeen amongſt thoſe authors who wrote in 
the time of the firſt birth of this diſeaſe, and repeated. 
ſuch remedies to a degree ſufficient to make a man 
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ſick # this was called a cure by changeable and pur- 
ging remedies. This method profiting but very 


little, ſome others, believed to be more efficacious, 


Vere thought of. 


As the venereal diſeaſe fouled and defiled the ſkin 
in the beginning with puſtules and ulcers, and as 
the phyſicians, who lived in the firſt days of this 


diſeaſe, knew that mercurial ointments were ſucceſs- 


fully applied for curing of ringworms, tetters, St. 


. Antony's fire, and the. itch, they from an analogy 
- tempted to cure the venereal diſeaſe by the ſame unc- 

tions prepared with crude mercury. It is well 
known, that the Greek phyſicians avoided the uſe of 
- crude mercury, as if it were an injurious and deadly 


poiſon.* 
But the Arabians firſt ventured the application 


of mercury, as well for killing of cutaneous infec- 


tions, as the itch, St. Antony's fire, and other ir- 
ruptions on the ſkin; that was called anguentum 


Saracenicum, which was formerly famous becauſe it 


contained ftaphys Agrium, a certain antidote for cuta- 
neous infections; for if theſe ſeeds when pounded 
are ſcattered through the hair of the head, they kill 
the vermin there; but as that unction contained 


about a ninth part of mercury, it ought to have laid 


many under a ſalivation, though the patients anointed 
themſelves but once a week with it. 

The celebrated Aſtruc + ſays, that Theodoricus, . 
who was a famous phyſician about the year. 1280, 
and Guido de Cauliaco, in 1363, had uſed this Sara- 
cenic unction for the deſtruction of vermin, and had 
ſeen a ſalivation ariſe from it, for he firſt ſaid, hoc 


linimentum educere ſuperfluiditates*per os, balneando 


(bavando), & per ſubaſcellas reſudando. Additque 


' Guido : Argentum vivum nocere membris pringipalibus, 


den- 


Vide de his Aſtrue de Morbis Venereis Lib. II. Cap. VII. 


p 118, & ſeq. g. 
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& dentibus, atque gingivis : © that this liniment takes 
« away ſuperfluities through the mouth, by rub- 
bing, ſpitting, and ſweating : and Guido adds, 
& that crude mercury injures the principal mem- 
« bers, the teeth and gums.” It is believed, that 
theſe two authors were the firſt who obſerved a ſa- 
livation to have proceeded from the external ap- 
lication of mercury; but it is to be known, that 
theſe two authors lived a long time before the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe was known. s | 
But as crude mercury was by many others held as 
a moſt.dangerous remedy, and though they ſaw that 
the uſe of it was profitable in this diſeaſe, the more 
prudent began to uſe unctions, which only con- 
tained a ſmall ſhare of mercury, and that was gra- 
dually increaſed. Certainly it was an excellent and 
Jaudable undertaking, to proceed by ſlow degrees 
in the uſe of a remedy not yet fully examined, that 
they might ſafely experience the efficacy of a new re- 
medy for this diſeaſe. + y 
But empty quacks, who ſo often divert themſelves 
with the human ſkin, and that indeed with impunity, 
and who, allured by the hope of gain, beſtow unut- 
terable praiſes on their ſecret remedies, which they pre- 
tend to be unknown by all mankind ; boaſt of an ac- 
quiſition of theſe preparations by long ſtudy, labour, 
and great expence. They eaſily perſuade the common 
people, that the renown of ſuch a ſecret remedy is 
| ſpread both far and near, and that they alone can, 
by the power of art, work away that injury which is 
almoſt by all people believed to lurk in crude mer- 
cury, ſo that the venereal diſeaſe may be ſafely and 
ſpeedily cured, though of never ſo long ſtanding. 
Whilſt audacious men mixed a great quantity of 
mercury in their ointments, without any precaution, 
and copiouſiy, and for a long time rubbed many 
patients with them, ſo great a ſalivation and tumour 


aroſe about the jaws that they were ſuddenly ſuffo- 
U 3 cated, 
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cated, or if they eſcaped that danger, they were ſo 
exhauſted by the ſalivation that they periſhed ; there 
are bur few men who ariſe from a ſalivation with 
proper ſtrength for the remainder of life, after ſuch 
and ſo many evils. Macilenti, luridi, ſquallidi, eden- 
tati, balbutientes, ore obligato capiſtrati, poſt miſerias 
diuturnas, & miſerrimas, lente convaleſcebant: * They 
became lean, pale, ſquallid, toothleſs, ſtammer- 
« ing, and tongue - tied, and after all this train of 
& Jong-endured hardſhips and miſeries, they but 
c“ ſlowly. amended.”+ | REN r 
Theſe calamities ſo terrified the greater part of 
mankind, that almoſt every body ſhunned the uſe 
of crude: mercury, as if it had been a mad dog or a 
ſerpent, until ſome more ſkilful phyſicians had 
taught a far ſafer method by which the mercury 
could be-tried, if applied with due caution. 
_ Nicholas Maſſa, who excellently wrote concerning 
the yenereal diſeaſe, and acquired great reputation 
by curing it, applied fumigations and , mercurial 
unctions, and proſperouſly too, when a cure had not 
ſucceeded a trial of milder remedies. Tamelſi her 
duo remediorum genera a guibuſdam Medicis, qui non 
ex omni parte bene diſcurrunt, neque experimentis a 
curſum confirmant, ſed, ab apparentibus nominibus de- 
repti, remedia reprobant, accuſantur, & tanguam per- 
nicioſſſima increpantur, illi tamen nullum auxilium ad- 
ferunt talibus, præter guædam millies exhibita, & nibil 
proficientia, ficque'agros in deterius, & in perniciem, 
procedere ſinunt. Sed audiant, & ſciant, quod in 
magnis morbis, non obedientibus fortibus medicinis, ad 


fortiores, & ultimas, medicinas confugere, ſi credimus 


Hippocrati, oporteat : * © Theſe two kinds of reme- 


dies were [nevertheleſs deſpiſed by ſome certain 


cc phyſicians, who diſcourſe not well of every part, 
)))). ß ß 
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nor confirm their diſcourſes with experiment; but 
„they, ſtill deceived by apparent names, condemn 
& theſe remedies, and condemn them as the moſt 
« pernicious of all others; yet they bring no addi- 
c tional aid, beſides that which was a thouſand times 
<< unprofitably exhibited to ſuch remedies ; and 
* thus they ſuffer the ſick to proceed in illneſs 
* and ruin: but let them hear and know, that it 
„ behoves them to have recourſe to the yet ſtronger 
and more powerful medicines in caſes of violent 
«« diſeaſes, diſobedient to ſtrong ones, if we be- 
„ heve Hippocrates.” „ 

From hence it appears, that he eſteemed mercury 
as a moſt efficacious remedy ; but he alſo acknow- 
ledges, that prudent caution is required in the ad- 
miniſtration of it : but as there was uſually leſs fear in 
applying this remedy to the external ſuperficies of the 
body, it ſeems that it was from hence the uſe of ap- 
plying crude mercury, mixed with ointments and plaſ- 
ters had prevailed; and thus the remedy could be com- 
modiouſly applied to local evils bred from a venereal 
diſeaſe, ſuch as buboes, ulcers, tumours of the bones, 
&c. the ſame conveniency was obtained whilſt cin- 
nabar is diſſolved into vapours by ſublimating of 
mercury and ſulphur mixed together, and ſprinkling 
them on a fire, "4 that the vapour might every where 
ſurround the ſuperficies of the body : for it was 
cuſtomary to place the patients in a wooden box 
in a room thus heated, fo that the head might only 
{tick out and be expoſed - to that fumigation, whoſe 
vapour could thus be determined to any certain 
part of the body, which was thought to be moſt 
chiefly affected. There are various methods of ap- 
plying this fumigation of cinnabar, deſcribed in 
the ſixth book of the Gallic diſeaſe, wrote by Alex- 
ander Trojanus Petronus.* He _ the quantity of 
cinnabar for every fumigation ſhould not exceed 
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an ounce, nor be leſs than half an ounce; he alſo 
remarks, that this fumigation was applied once in 
the twenty-four hours by many, and by ſome. twice, 
but in ſmall quantities; alſo that many others in- 
terpoſed the tumigations by a longer interyal of 
time; but he believes the unctions or frictions by 
mercury to be far ſafer, and at length concludes, 
Suffumigia niſi morbo jam inyeterato, & ferme jam 
deſperata ſalute, viribus tamen conſtantibus, nunguam 
adminiſtrari debere: Unleſs it is in an inveterate 
< diſeaſe,” and in a caſe of health already deſpaired 
te of, but yet attended with ſtrength, this remedy 
<& ſhould never be adminiſtered.” WAP 
For it is certain, that mercury divided into very 
ſmall parts, and agitated by the flaming cinna- 
har, ſo that the incenſe be eyery where applied to 
the hot and ſweating ſkin, will eaſily be received 
by the cutaneous abſorbent veſſels, and be mixed 
with the blood; thus the effect of the crude mer- 
cury will ſuddenly follow in the body, though but 
a ſmall ſhare of cinnebar has been applied. 8 
This we learn from the following caſe : + An ex- 
ceſſive tall woman, of ſixty-three years of age, la- 
boured for the entire ſpace of four years under the 
venereal diſeaſe; her pulſe intermitted at every third 
and fourth ꝑulſation; the pudenda was beſet with 
almoſt every kind of venereal excreſcence, ſo that 
ſhe could neither fit nor walk, without great pain; 
a head · ach and other nocturnal pains ſo oppreſſed 
her, that ſhe could not reſt at night: the con- 
tinuancę af the diſęaſe, together with repeated bleed- 
ings and the application of powerful purges, had ſa 
waſted away her body, that the miſerahle wretch bes 
came like a ſkelgton. 77719 

As the diſeaſe was obſerved to be def] erate, . and 
the patient apxiouſly geſirous of aid, tr al Way an 
Wy e ATT RIC | , What 
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what effect the fumigation of cinnabar would be of, 
but {till in a prudent manner. : 
The next morning, at nine o'clock, thirty grains 

of this cinnabar and mercury were burned ſo. as that 
the patient could receive the ſmoak into her mouth 
and noſtrils; ſhe eaſily bore and greedily ſuck'd or 
ſnuffed in the fume; from whence a light cough 
proceeded : her body being well covered, ſhe began 
to ſweat, and fpit ſo that at ten o'clock ſhe had al- 
ready diſcharged a pound and a half of ſaliva; the 
cough ſtill, continued, and a ſtench, which uſually 
attends the beginning of a ſalivation, filled the whole 
room; her pulſe was fuller and quicker, but alſo 
very irregular, and intermitting: at three o clock 
in the afternoon, there was ag great a ſtench in the 
room, with three or pounds of ſaliva, as if many 
more had been for twenty-four: hours in a ſalivation: 
then the power of the mercury began to ruſh. 
downwards, and ſhe ſtooled three- times with great 
pain and a rumbling in her bowels ;- her pulſe beat 
quick, was depreſſed, trembling and intermitting ; 
ten grains of laudanum, diluted in an aſtringent cor- 
dial julap, were immediately given her, and ſhe was 
put to bed ſtill dreſs'd, then covered up with tlie 
bed-cloaths that ſhe might ſweat, which ſhe-copiouſly 
did; at nine o'clock that evening her pulſe was 
ſtill quick, full, ſtrong, and intermitting only at 
every twenty firſt or twenty ſecond beat. When un- 
dreſſed that night, ſhe expoſed herſelf to the cold 
air, and the pains and rumbling of her bowels, tage- 
ther with the flux by ſtool, returned, but all that 
ceaſed by the repeated uſe of the laudanum, and the 
ſweat returned. Ar | ; 
The day following the pains and rumbling of the 
bowels returned at every tenth or twelfth hour, with 
anxiety and intermiſſion of the pulſe ; but as ſoon as 
the liquid laudanum was given, all ceaſed again and 

che ſu eat returned: 1 
The 
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The morning following, being the third day, the 
opiate was omitted, and ſhe ſtooled twenty times, ſtill 
attended with the ſame ſymptoms; which again ceaſed 
as ſoon as the opiate was given; and the ſweat re- 
turned. I 2 1 

The fourth day paſſed as the ſecond ; for the 
ſtench; that companion of a mercurial ſalivation, ſtill 
remained. | — 

She took a purge at ſeven o'clock the next morn- 
ing; as that had not moved her until the hour of 
nine, a ſtimulating draught was given her to increaſe 
the force of the purge; the patient imprudently 
took that, though ſhe already had three motions by 
ſtool ; from that followed ſo violent a hypercatharſis 
that ſhe, at ſix o'clock in the evening, ſeemed to be 
dead; the opiate being again given, all that imme 
diately ceaſed, and ſhe paſſed the whole night quietly, 
wetted all over with ſweat. | | * 

The pains of the jaws, and the other ſymptoms of 
nan inveterate venereal diſeaſe, were entirely carried 
away the day following, which ſeemed wonderful: 
ſhe then walked ſeven Engliſh miles, and was carried 
two miles farther in a coach, through both wet and 


cold weather. be 
The flux by ſtool had often returned during fix 
weeks ; ſhe afterwards took ſome pills, compoled of 
ſulpbur of antimony and calomel, then drank a decocti- 
on of the woods after them; a copious ſweat followed 
the uſe of theſe whilſt the weather was warm, and 
all the ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe vaniſhed: 
but as the tempeſtuous autumnal coldneſs returned, 
a conſtant diarrhœa alſo returned; which at length 
entirely ceaſed in February, being then the tenth 
month after the adminiſtration of the fumigation of 
cinnabar: then her legs began to ſwell, two purges 
being then given, that evil was amended, but re- 
turned again, and was neglected; the tumour ſtill 
increaſed ſo that ſne withered away, and towards = | 
t 8 wy $7.4 : „ en 
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end of April, being the thirteenth month after the 
fumigation, ſhe expired. | ; 

It appears from this ſingular caſe, that a few grains 
of crude mercury, reduced into the moſt ſlender va- 
57 by the force of fire, will quickly excite both a 

alivation and ſweat, when fucked in at the mouth 
and noſtrils, and indeed in ſuch a manner, that in 
three hours time the whole room ſhould be already 
filled with a ſtench from the new-rifing ſalivation. 
It may be juſtly concluded from hence, that a ſmall 
quantity of mercury is allo ſufficient for healing a 
confirmed Lues of ſome years ſtanding, ſo that no 
doubt of the efficacy of the fumigation of  cinnabar 
remains: but whether this is a ſafe method of cu- 
ring the venereal diſeaſe, or not, is another queſtion. 
In this woman the force of the crude mercury 
ſuddenly ruſhed down by ſtool, and excited a dan» 
gerous hypercatharſis, with vehement rumblings of 
the bowels and copious ſweats, which indeed ceaſed 


when the opiate was given, but then they often again 
returned and remained for long time ; then, hen 
theſe entirely ceaſed, a dropſical tumour of the legs 
enſued, the whole body waſted away, and death put 
an end to the whole train of evils, © _ 1 

Beſides, whilſt cinnabar is burnt, a ſulphurous va- 
pour exhales from it, which brings on ſudden death, 
if a greater quantity than needful ſhould be ſucked 
in; or if that danger ſhould be eſcaped, it Raves an 
incurable aſthma, and often gives birth to a con- 
ſumption of the lungs. If what has been a little 
before ſaid, may be juſtly conſidered, not leſs than 
half an ounce, nor more than an ounce, of the cinna- 
bar ſhould be applied for every one of theſe fumi- 
gations, which were daily and ſometimes twice a 
clay repeated, It is eaſily underſtood what rum and 
laughter formerly happened, whilſt ſome quacks, 
the ſervants of ftews and bagnios, who had a long 


(ume ſerved in theſe wreſtling places of Venus, an 
N 4% + ; . ; a $8: 14 © Ci 5 I $ ; 
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ſome others of the baſer ſort of the common people, 
ſo audaciouſly undertook this dangerous cure. A 
It ſeems ſufficiently confiſtent that the fumigation 
of the cinnabar had powerfully acted whilſt attracted 
by the mouth and noſtrils ; but with what danger of 
2a ſuffocation was that done, eſpecially if a greater 

uantity of cinnabar had been added ? Antonius Muſa 
Braſebolus gives the following opinion of this 
matter: Scitote, nonnullos Medicos iſtos ſuffumigaſſe ; 
capite etiam a conopeo non exerto ; quod periculoſiſſimum 
eſt.” Nam quempiam vidi, qui ex fumo, caput petente, 
in apoplexiam incidit; & ſtatim mortuus in terram cor- 
ruit: idcirco laudo, & jubeo, ut, exerto capite, ſuffu- 
migentur, imo papilio circa collum ſtringatur, tum ne 
fumus exeat, tum ne nares feriat : “ Be it known, 
that ſome of theſe phyſicians had uſed fumiga- 
«tons, and had not allo cauſed the patient's head 
«to be thruſt through the covering, which omil- 
&* ſion is very dangerous; for I have ſeen a cer- 
«tain perſon who, by the puffing of ſmoak againſt 
the ea, fell into an apoplexy and preſently 
& lay dead on the ground: therefore I both recom- 
ee mend and order, that the head ſhould be thruſt 
„ out when all the other parts are fumigated; 
% and that even a pavilion or veil ſhould be faſtened 


de abgut the neck, fo às that the ſmoak' may not go 


<*" out nor ſtrike into the noſtrils.” But though he 
Judget this man to have died of an apoplexy, it is 
far more likely that he was ſuffocated, for there al- 


ways paſjes ſome'time between an apoplexy and death, 
nor could that preſent diſeaſe be diſtinguiſhed if that 


hat! not been ſo. | 


Though Nicholas Maſſa + had greatly extolled the 
efficacy of theſe fumigations for hh moſt ſevere ve- 
nereal diſeaſe, yet he diſſembles not the moſt fatal 
evils to be dreaded from them; for thus he adviſes 
thoſe who undertake a cure by this method, guod iſte 
Beis qc. ee 105 f mods 


* Aphradiſiac, p. 687, + Ibidem, p. 100, 101. 
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modus non ſit fine timore nocumenti membrorum princi- 
palium; immo ſepe recidivant,, & ad malas ægritu- 
dines complicatas cum iſta deveniunt ; que ſunt, aſthma, 
tuſſis, bydropifis, & maraſmus; quare non eſt admini- 
ſtrandus, niſi in inveteratis, & in virtute forti, cum 
Agritudine mala: * that this method is not without 
e ſome dread attending it,-tuch as a damage of the 
e principal members, which often fall into compli- 
“ cated diſorders, which, together with thoſe which 
&« ariſe, are the aſthma, cough, dropſy, and a con- 
e ſumption; wherefore the method is not to be ad- 
* miniſtered except in inveterate caſes, and where 
« powerful help is required for the malignity of the 
<« diſeaſe.” So that he had obſerved ſuch a power- 
ful diſſolvent force from theſe two fumigations, 
that thoſe who were oftner rubbed with mercurial 
unctions without having a ſalivation, had, after theſe 
fumigations, not only every kind of impoſthume 
diſſolved in them, but a nervous. ſoftneſs alſo fol- 
lowed by a palſy, of which he made no great ac- 
count, as the patients were alſo recovered — that 
in ſome months after being cured of the venereal 
diſeaſe. | | ba 
But he excellently pronounces the following opi- 
nion: Scias etiam, quod omnes. virtutes unctionis poſ- 
ſumus ſuſfumigio attribuere, præmiſſa ſecuritate, ut 
ſupra; & ratio eft nota, cum baſis fit virtus argenti 
vivi operans; quapropter dico, quod digerit, & præ- 
parat ad omnia, ficut unctiones: * You may alſo 
« know, that we can attribute all the virtues of 
<« the mercurial unction, with ſecurity, to the fu- 
« migation, as before ſaid; and the reaſon is 
« known, as4its baſis is the operating virtue of the 
« crude mercury, wherefore, I Tay, that it digeſts 
te and prepares every thing neceſſary as the unc- 
« tions do,” | 5 | 2 
From theſe and many more obſervations, which we 
read, diſperſed amongſt the authors, concerning the 
utility of fumigations for curing the venereal bake, 
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it plainly appears, that crude mercury, divided into 

the — = globular particles, al then moved 
by fire in form of a vapour, will produce all that 
efficacy when received by the cutaneous veſſels ; for, 
unleſs ſuch remedies as contain mercury in them- 

ſelves be added to theſe fumigations, it is obſerved, 
that they are of no effect in curing the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, though the moſt ſelected aromatics of the moſt 
fragrant reſins, and many more ſuch-like or others 
be applied; for thoſe phyſicians, who univerſally 
gere all remedies prepared with crude mercury, 
were rather gr to try ſotne other methods, ima- 
| Fun they could expel tlie virus from the naked 
"burſting or porous ſkin by ſweat, brought on 


1 a hot aromatic vapour or fume ; and ſome of 
theſe firſt uſed the milder and lefs offenſive fumi- 


* 


- 


— 
— 


gations of cinnabar, before the more efficacious and 
Fl ſate alſo were brought in to ſubdue the obſtinacy 
of the venereal diſeaſe, 
3o Fallopius * deſcribed two kinds of fumigations, 
namely, fumigations ex materia benigna, of benign 
4 matter, which contained no 3 and but 
mere aromatics only, and fumigations maligna, ma- 
* lignant,” where. ſandaracha Gracorum and orpi- 
ment were added to the artificial cinnabar; certain- 
5 1 theſe remedies are juſtly ſuſpected of danger; for 
it appears, that they believed the virus of the vene- 
real diſeaſe could not be deſtroyed but by another 
pPoiſon; for ſo he has it, L redigamus rem ad ſum- 
mam, ſciatis, quod tota res conſiſtat in Hydrargyre, 
vel in alia materia confumilis nature cum eo, ut et 
 Arſenicum, Sandaratha, Cinnabaris artificialis, & 
Præcipitatum; condiuntur iſta cum aromatibus, ut vi/- 
cera roborentur': That we may bring this matter 
E to a concluſion, you may know, that the whole 
virtue conſiſts in the quick ſilver, or in ſome other 
matter of the like nature with it, ſuch as 138 
| Yr s ſanda- 


ad 
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« ſandaracha, artificial cinnabar, and precipitate z 
« thefe, with aromatics, fortify and preſerve the 
„ bowels from corruption.” But as they knew that 
an efficacy, from which a cure of venereal 
diſeaſe might be hoped, conſiſted in the crude mer- 
cury, it would be a raſh undetaking to augment the 
danger by an addition of arſenic, and expoſes the 
miſerable patients to the moſt malignant evils, which 
even uſually follow the external application of 
arſenic, | 

It ſeems credible, that Fallopius had never uſed 
theſe malignant perfumes, for he put the following 
title to the ſeyenty-ſecond chapter of his book: De 
modo, ſuffumigandi univerſum corpus materia valida, 
ſed non venenoſa : Of the manner of fumigating the 
« whole body by a powerful but not a poiſonous 
« remedy.” Then he briefly enumerates the evils, 
reſulting from theſe fumigations, in the following 
chapter, thus; Succedunt in ſuffitibus ſymptomata quæ- 
dam, aliquando alvi ſolutio, aliquando corruptio palati, 
aliguando labefactatio omnium dentium ; que ſolent ſuc- 
cedere etiam in inunttione ex Hydrargyro : Some 
certain ſymptoms follow the uſe of theſe perfumes, 
« ſuch as the opening of the belly, ſometimes a 
« corruption of the palate, and ſometimes: of all the 
« teeth, and thoſe alſo which uſually ſucceed the 
“ frictions with mercurial unctions.“ But theſe are 
all the effects of a powerful mercurial ſalivation, for 
the vapour of arſenic produces other evils far diffe- 
rent. If thoſe obſervations, which the celebrated 
Aſtruc + collected from various experiments in inſti- 
tuted hoſpitals, be conſidered, it will evidently ap- 
pear, that the method of fumigating, for curing the 
venereal diſeaſe, can by no means be preferred to other 
cures attempted by crude mercury; hence it is at this 
time exploded, and ſeldom uſed except by quacks, 
bloc by though 


* Aphrodifiac, p. 807. | 
I De Morbis Venereis, Lib, II. Cap. IX. p. 178. & ſeq. in 
ſecunda editione, 3 
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—— the fumigation of cinnabar may now ard 
then 


the fume may touch a hard buboe in the groin, for 


applied to any determined place, ſo as that 


example, which obſtinately reſiſts ſuppurating re- 
medies, and dangerous venereal ulcers in the noſ- 
ſtrils. I have ſometimes ſeen this tried by pru- 
dent phyſicians, yet by a very weak doſe. It was 
recommended, as before ſaid, for the cure of the 


venereal diſeaſe by the fumigations of cinnabar, that 


there ſhould be not leſs than half an-ounce, nor yet 
more than a whole ounce of cinnabar, in every doſe ; 
ſuch a fumigation was daily applied, and ſometimes 
twice in the day. The more prudent phyſicians, 


| who tried this remedy, only applied fifteen grains 


of it, and repeated the fumigation every third 
day, thus abſtaining two days Fon it: ten grains 
were only applied to each doſe, when the vapour 
was to be attracted at the mouth and noſtrils, that 
the lungs ſhould not contract injury from thence. 
Fracaſtorius, who ſo elegantly deſcribed the venereal 
difeaſe in verſe, pronounced the ſame opinion, thus: 


At vero & partim durum eſt medicamen, & acre. 
Partim etiam fallax, quo faucibus angit in iþ/is 
HSßpiritus eluctanſque animam vi continet ægram. 
Quo circa totum ad corpus nemo audeat yti, 

\ Judice me; certis fortaſſe erit utile mfr 
__ Que papulæ informes, Chironiaque ilcera, paſcunt 


But as the venereal diſeaſe chiefly manifeſts itſelf 
in cutaneous evils, puſtules, ſpots, and ulcers, and 
as the phyſicians had ſeen the remarkable efficacy 

mercury in curing every foulneſs of the ſkin, it 
is not wonderful that they ſhould ſeek a cure for 
this new diſeaſe, as they were almoſt all accuſtomed 
to the virtue of mercury, whilſt other uſual methods 
of curing diſeaſes ſcarcely lightened this, and could 


| But 


never have cured it. 
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But becauſe mercury had been condemned by the 
antient phyſicians, various were the opinions of thoſe 
who undertook to cure this diſeaſe, concerning the 
application of it, for when they had ſeen the efficacy 

* it in ſubduing the venereal diſeaſe, either by an 
external or internal application; many of them 
would rather that this diſeaſe ſhould be caſt forth 
by the external uſe of it; indeed mercury fully af- 
fords ſuch like effects by whatſoever way it enters 
into the blood, and may be moved with it through 
the veſſels ; the humours are looſened, then go out 
by. various ways from the body when freed, the 
whole body becomes emaciated, and, unleſs this re- 
medy be applied with prudence, the miſerable pa- 
tients become ſometimes ſo exhauſted by it that they 
miſerably periſh. 

It was ſaid, that mercury produced its greateſt 
effect by ſalivation, which from it, by an internal as 
well as by an external application of it, equally en- 
ſues, as is known to all men; for a great quantity of 
fœtid acrid ſaliva, which often corrodes the internal 
parts of the bones, flows out in an almoſt conti- 
nued ſtream from the mouth: likewiſe, as the ſali - 
vation begins, there is a great change obſerved in 
venereal ulcers, whoſe colour and corruption are 
much amended ; the head- ache, and nocturnal pains 
are diminiſhed ; the puſtules, and foul ſpots of the 
ſkin all gradually diſappear. Fracaſtorius feigns a 
miſerable young man, infected with a cruel Lues, to 
have humbly prayed to arrive at the moſt internal 
bowels of the earth, and whilſt accompanied and 
guided by a nymph ; that he every where there had 
een lacus, late undantes, liquidoque fluentes argento : 
« wide lakes flowing with waves of liquid ſilver.” 
The nymph then tells the patient: 


Argenti ter fonte ſalubri 
Perfundit, ter virgineis dat flumina palmis 
Membra ſuper, juvenem toto ter corpore luſtrat, 
Vol, XVII. X Miran- 
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Mirantem exuvias tur pes, & labe maligna _ 
Exutos artus, peſtemque ſub amne relictam *. 


Wdilſt the patients are fo rejoiced that the obſti- 
nacy of the diſeaſe yields to the ſalivation, they very 
courageouſly ſuffer the moleſtations of it, which are 
not indeed light. | 
But after that youth had been cured by the quick- 
filver bath, he returned from the ſhades of darknefs 
to. wiſh'd-for day. 


| Accepit nova fama fidem, populoſque per omnes 
Prodiit haud fallax medicamen, coeptaque primum 


Miſceri argento fluitanti axungia porcæ. 


He moreover enumerates various remedies which 
are uſually added to the mercurial ointments, and 
adviſes, that the whole body, except the head, belly, 
and parts about the heart, are to be anointed or 
rubbed with it; he alſo orders the body to be co- 
vered up with much bed-cloaths to create ſweat ; 
then adds, 


Hec tibi biſquinis ſatis eft iteraſſe diebus 
Durum erit, at quidquid tulerit res ipſa, ferendum eſt, 
Aude animis, tibi certa ſalus ftans limine in ipſo 
Signa dabit. liqutfacta mali excrementa videbis 
Aſfdue ſputo immundo fluitare per ora, 
Et largum ante pedes tabi mirabere flumen, 
Ora tamen focda erodent ulcuſeula . . . 


Some have thought that the ſtench proceeding 
from the ſaliva of patients, in the time of ſalivation, 
was cauſed by the fœtid virus of the venereal dif- 
eaſe, and the humours it had corrupted, as they 
were by this outlet expelled from the body. They 
were confirmed in that opinion from beholding the 


lips, 


* Aphrodiſiac. p. 193. 
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lips, checks, palate, and even the tongue ſometimes 
deeply corroded by the acrimony of the ſaliva, which 
ed or moiſtened all the inward parts of the 
mouth. It is certain, that ſome have periſhed, 
whilſt it was thought by quacks, that the whole diſ- 
order was carried away from the body with this ſa- 
liva; hence they daringly raiſed enormous ſaliva- 
tions, yet not without danger of ſuffocation, or 
protracting the ſpitting, until the patients were en- 
tirely exhauſted. 

But it is certain, and hath been proved by many 
experiments, that even the moſt ſound perſons, who 
never could have been ſuſpected to have contracted 
a venereal virus, have fallen into a ſalivation by an 
imprudent external or internal application of mer- 
cury, and have alſo diſcharged a very fœtid ſaliva, 
in as large quantities as thoſe who were affected with 
the worſt venereal diſeaſe, and underwent a ſaliva- 
tion for the cure of it. George Dordonus, a phyſi- 
cian of Placentia, has oppoſed this error, and proved 
alſo, that a ſalivation in ſound men will follow an 
imprudent uſe of mercury: he ſays, Sibi multoties, 
in componendo talia medicamenta, tantam humiditatem 
ab ore reſudaſſe, ut fibi ſummo faſtidio eſſet: * that 
« he had often ſpit ſo much in compounding ſuch 
« medicines, that it was exceſſively loathſome to 
* 

Some have attempted to provoke the flux of a 
ſalivation by acrid ſialagogues, without the appli- 
cation of any mercurial remedies, in order to cure 
the venereal diſeaſe; but a cure never ſucceeded by 
that method. Mercury is required for curing the 
venereal diſeaſe, and a ſalivation in conſequence 
thereof, certainly denotes the medicinal power of the 
mercury brought into action; but it does not from 

X 2 hence 


Aſtrue os Morbis Venereis edit. ſecund. Tom, II. Lib. VI. 
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ence follow, that the venereal virus is expelled from 
he body by the ſalivation. 

For it cannot be denied, that the infected have ſome- 
times been cured of the venereal diſeaſe by the repeated 
uſe of mercury, though no ſalivation enſued: yet the 
celebrated Aftruc * judges ſuch patients to be perfectly 
cured, and congratulates them, quod illis datum fit, rara 
ſatis felicitate, abſque tedio & periculo ſalivationis, at- 
gue adeo tuliuſque commodiuſque, a Venereo morbo con- 
valeſcere: * that they have been happy enough to 
obtain a cure without the duden, and danger of 
« a ſalivation, by both a ſafer and more commodious 
method.“ But as ſuch patients are ever appre- 
henſive that the cruel contagion ſtill lurks in the 
body, ſomewhar palliated but not totally deſtroyed, 
he encourages ſuch patients by the following words; 
veritos, ne, defetiu ſalivationis, curatio quoque defec- 
tura fit ; acſi ſeminium morboſum profligari non poſſit, 
niſi foras exterminetur : © afraid that there can be no 
cure without a ſalivation, as if the feeds of the diſ- 
s eaſe cannot be extirpated except they are expelled 
through that outlet.” That he therefore may rid 
ſuch unhappy patients from all their fears, he farther 
adds, Sane, cum morbus ille contrahatur abſque ullo hu- 
more conſpicuo, qui intro ſubeat, nt quaquam mirum vi- 
deri debet, fi perfectam curationem recipere pꝗlſit, fine 
manifefta ullius humoris evacuatione. Adde porro, de- 

fectum ſalivationi: ee ſuppleri alui fufione, diu- 
refi, ſudatione, vel ſaltem inſenſibili perſpiratione ; quæ 
fingule evacuationes deficientis ſalivationis vicuriæ eſſe 
folent : Truly, as this diſeaſe may be contracted 
« without any conſpicuous humour which may have 


.  « penetrated the internal parts, it ought by no means 


« to be looked upon as wonderful, if it can receive 
« a perfect cure without the manifeſt evacuation of 
% any humour: moreover add, that the want of a 
«* ſalvation is ſupplied for the moſt part by copious 
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< ſtools, urine, waſting, ſweating, or at leaſt by an 
<« inſenſible perſpiration; for every one of theſe eva- 
«< cuations is accuſtomed to ſupply. the defect of a 
« ſalivation.” “ Whilſt I attentively examined all 
the circumſtances which happen in venereal ulcers, 
after mercury has been applied to raiſe a ſalivation, 
I. manifeſtly ſaw the bottoms of theſe ulcers cleanſed, 
the ſloughs ſeparated, and the lips of them, which 
were before of a livid or a deep purple colour, put 
on their natural hue. Thoſe racking nocturnal 
pains, which affected the patient's joints and bones, 
were mitigated before the ſalivation began. I then 
ſeriouſly began to think, as theſe ſigns taught that 
the mercury. had already acted efficaciouſſy upon 
this diſeaſe, whether it might not be poſſible to cure 
the venereal diſeaſe without a ſalivation, proyided, 
the patient, was kept in the ſame ſtate for ſome length 
of time; and alſo whether the ſame effect might not 
be obcained by a far leſs quantity of mercury than 
is required for exciting a ſalivation. We have be- 
fore — the quantity, of mercury, contained in thirty 
grains of hurnt cinnabar, prove ſufficient to bring on 
a ſalivation, and diſturb the body all over in a won- 
derful manner, when uſed by way of fumigation. 

I have been ſtaggered at the opinions of men, 
excellently well ſkilled in the art, who have ſtated 
the admirable action of mercury, as dependent on 
its great diviſibility and weight. Argentum vivum 
enim, quacumque via immiſtum ſanguini vitali, quum 
fit W a decies & ter paonderofius, agetur, 
vi cordis, & arteriarum contrattione, tanto majore 
impetu in. compagem . ſanguinis, ut eam penitus de- 
ſtruat, globes rubres reſolvat, ſeroſas flavas immi- 
nuat, ſpherulas, reliquaſque etiam partes ejuſdem in 
minutiſſimas frangat, & ita in laticem ſubiilem, pu- 
tridum, vaſis excuntem, convertat. Sed & notum eft, 
element a argenti vivi incredibiliter exigua agnaſci, 
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utique globis ſerofis ſanguinis longe tenuiora z ſane, dum 
poros cutis, intatia virtute, ingreditur, cognoſcitur, 
quod elementis majoribus ſanguinis longe fit penetrabi- 
ins. Dum vero in meatus denſiſſimi corporum, auri, 
tam facile ſe infinuat, ipſa forte aqua magis. diviſis 
in tenuitatem particulis conſtare, colligitur; licet, at- 
traftione ingenita ſuarum partium, 1 certum gradum 
tenacitatis ſe colligat. Tandem & maxime immutabile 
boc ipſum falſile videmus, omniumque forte corporum 
cognitorum minime rodens, vel acre. Quibus ſane 
cuunctis rite expenſis, apparet vera vis, qua ad expug- 
' nandum hoc malum ſolus efficax, ſufficiens ſolus, Mer- 
curius babetur :* For mercury, by whatſoever way 
mixed with the blood, as it is thirteen times heavier 
& than the blood, will be actuated by the force of 
„„ the heart, and the contraction of the arteries, 
with ſo great an. impetuouſity on the coheſion 
of the blood, that it may totally deſtroy it, diſ- 
„ ſolve the red globules, diminiſh the yellow ſerous 
little ſpheres, and break the reſt of its ſubſtance 
* into moſt minute particles, and ſo convert them 
*, into a ſubtile putrid ſanies flowing out from the 
4 veſſels, But it is alſo known, that the elements 
“ of quickſilver are acknowledged to be fo incre- 
_ - & dibly ſmall, that they are far ſmaller than the 
. ſerous globules of the blood ; truly, when it en- 

r ters the pores of the ſkin in its full power, it is 
% known, that it is far more penetrable than the 
be greater elements of the blood; but fince it infi- 
b nuates itſelf into the pores of gold, the moſt con- 
be denſed of all bodies, even more readily than aqua 
* fortis, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to conſiſt of 
s moſt minute particles, though it may collect itſelf to 
* acertain degree of tenacity, by the natural attrac- 
„ tion of its parts: and, finally, we obſerve this 
s foſſil infinitely immutable, and perhaps the leaft 
g corrofive or acrid of all known bodies. All which 
28 | *. being 
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< being rightly conſidered, a ſpecific power of van- 
wo 7 this diſeaſe appears in mercury, which is 
“ ſolely efficacious, and ſolely accounted ſufficient for 
this intention.“ 
This ſimple and ingenious explication of the pro- 
perties of quickſilver by Boerbaave, has given uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction: hence I was willing to tranſcribe 
the paſſage in his own words, that the ſenſe might 
be no ways changed; yet permit me to propoſe 
thoſe difficulties I labour under, in believing that 
the efficacy of mercury on the human body can be 
accounted for, by its gravity and diviſibility only. 
In the chapter on obſtruttions, in Sect. 135, No. 4, 
thoſe remedies which diſſolve obſtructions bred in 
the body by attenuating the concretions have been 
already treated of, therefore it will not be uſeleſs to 
recall thoſe circumſtances here to memory which con- 
cern the action of mercurial remedies, | 
Pitcairn ſtates, that the ſole gravity of quickſilver 
is ſufficient to explain its admirable effects; nay, he 
boldly adds, that gold reduced into a form capable 
of being mixed with the blood, will contain a power 
proportionable to 1ts weight, and will excel all other 
medicines as much in virtue as it does in gravity. 
But can it be explained by the weight of quick- 
Glver, why the humours diſſolved by its force are 
diſcharged through the ſalival ducts, rather than 
through any other parts of che body? 
Beſides, the mercurial pteparations ſold in the ſhops, 
given in ſmall quantity, diſplay all the effects which 
enſue in conſequence of the adminiſtration of a much 
larger quantity of crude mercury. A quack uſed red 
recipitate, which he formed into pills, one of which 
bens given, the body was totally diſturbed and ve- 
hemently agitated, ſo that having given ſuch a doſe 
to a weak man, he ſent him from among the living 
the ſame day before dinner-time,* Poes it appear 
X 4 likely, 
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likely, that mercury excites ſuch diſturbances by its 
exceſſive gravity, ſince a ſalivation is excited by 
white precipitate, or mercurius dulcis, which are of 
a far milder nature ? Can mercury, when in the hu- 
man body, be extricated from thence and aſſume its 
natural form, as that cannot be obtained by art, ex- 
cept by means of a very fierce fire, and by an ad- 
dition of ſuch medicines as powerfully attract the 
acid united to the quickſilver, ſo that a few grains 
of mercury may return to their priſtine form, from 
which fuch an effect cannot be GR . 
Indeed it is uſually ſaid, that the mercurial ſaline 
lobules, loaded with ſaline ſpiculæ, by their metallic 
weight, united to the moſt concentrated acid, are 
capable of dividing all coneretions which they meet 
with, in a far greater degree than crude mercury alone 
can effect; but when the mercury is diſſolved in 
ſpirits of nitre, it is precipitated by pouring thereon 
a ſolution of ſea ſalt, then it is repeatedly waſhed 
with water, and the powder that remains at the bottom 
of the veſſel becomes very mild and almoſt inſipid, 
yet twenty grains, and even a leſs quantity of it, given 
0 div:ded doſes, are ſometimes ſufficient to cauſe a 
ſation. 55 n 
But another power lurks in the quickſilyer which 
ſeems ſo mild and gentle; for, without any other ad- 
dition, being beaten in a glaſs mortar, it produces 
a ſoft fine black powder of an acrid metallic taſte, 
much like. that of copper. Quick: ſilver rendered 
exceſſive pure, by ſixty- one diſtillations, afforded a 
greater quantity of ſuch a poder: but quickſilver 
alſo incloſed in glaſs veſſels of a conical form, and 
with broad botroms, hermetically ſealed, and then 
expoſed for many months to a heat of 180 degrees, 
produced a pug fimilar in every quality to this. 
rom a fimple diſtillation of quickſilver in a clean 


laſs retort,” a red powder was produced, which was 
— very brittle, and of a moſt acrid metallic 
ſmell, extremely nauſeous to the taſte, and ſo pene- 
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trating, that its taſte could hardly be got out of the 
mouth; it ftrongly diſturbed the human body a long 
time, as it increaſed all che different excretions; yet 
theſe powders ſo acrid, and which fo greatly ruffled 
the whole body, without the addition of any other 
matter were produced from pure mercury, either by 
mechanical triture, or by a heat twice greater than 
that of a healthy body; and what is wonderful, 
thoſe powders which were diſtilled in the retorts 
were, by the heat of a ftrong fire, changed into 
quickſilver again, except a few grains only which 
remained fixed at the bottom of the retort. 
Does the efficacy of quickſilver therefore depend 
upon the common nature or quality of all bodies, 
or does it not rather depend upon the ſingular pro- 
perry of its own nature, which is only to be known 
y experiments, and ought to be attributed thereto ? 
Has it ever been manifeſted, by any experiment, 
that gold, though much weightier than quickſilver, 
has produced fimilar effects in the body, on ac- 
count of its greater ſpecific gravity ? Who ever 
ſaw a falivation-brought on by gold? When gold is 
diſſolved in aqua regia, by an effuſion of ſalt of 
tartar it is precipitated ; being then often waſhed 
with hot water, a calx of gold remains, which has 
acquired ſuch force, that it is by a little more heat 
diſploded with a loud report. Quickſilver treated 
in the ſame manner produces a calx which can bear 
great heat without any exploſion, whilſt it again re- 
turns to its priſtine form. * | 
Beſides, it is to be obſerved, that metallic bodies 
can hardly act in the human body, unleſs they are 
firſt diſſolved in their menſtrua, and fo rendered 
fluid. As quickſilver is of its own nature a fluid, 
it can enter the veſſels of the body and be mixed with 
the circulating humours without any other mixture ; 
and as it is not malleable like other metals, many 
believed it was an impropriety to call it a 54. 
and would rather call it a metallic water; but all 
„ fe -» - Qt " 4 N 51 « 4 *. 5 ; . other 
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other metals, when they are diſſolved in menſtrua, 
produce a new compoſition, from the metal and men- 
ſtrua joined together, in which are found medicinal 

roperties which pre-exiſted neither in the diſſolvent 
menſtruum, nor in the diſſolved metal, but from the 
union of both freſh virtues are produced, which 
could neither be foreſeen from the common laws of 
all bodies, nor can be explained by them. 

It is not proper to dwell more extenſively upon 
this ſubje& here. The Chapter on Chemical Menſtruas * 
merits attention; for there many very uſeful obſer- 
vations, as well concerning the action of menſtruas, 
as of the new medicinal powers produced between 
them and divers bodies, in conſequence of their 
union with each other, are contained. 

It is ſufficient for a phyſician to know, how crude 

mercury acts when applied to the human body, 
though he knows not by what manner it may act. 
I have found the ſame difficulty. in determining the 
manner in which other remedies work upon the hu- 
man body: I have read many authors who have 
. wrote on the powers of medicines, and have indeed 
learned many excellent things from thence concern- 
ing the uſe and various applications of remedies ; 
but I never could clearly underſtand, why Rhubarb 
 tould purge by ſtool, or, why Opium ſhould occa- 
ſion ſlecp: no man of reputation will refuſe to make a 
ſincere confeſſion of his own ignorance, 
Ihhoſe arguments, therefore, being laid aſide, the 
method and way whereby quickſilver can be ſafely 
applied to the human body, tor efficaciouſly curing 
the venereal diſeaſe, merit our conſideration. 

It is known, that men, famous in this art, have 
been divided in opinion concerning the method of 
. curing the venereal diſeaſe by quickſilver: ſome 
have recommended the external uſe of it; others 
made their patients take it crude, or ſome remedies 


prepared 
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prepared from it by art. It is no wonder, that 
many dreaded the internal uſe of mercury, for it 
was condemned as a deadly poiſon by the antient 
phyſicians, as was before ſaid, in SeQ. 135, 4. 
Dioſcorides condemns it becauſe it corrodes the in- 
terior parts by its gravity. Pliny calls it the vo- 
mica of eternal liquor, and the poiſon of all things; 
from whence he alſo ſtates, that the uſe of red lead 
(einnabar) in medicine, is a raſh undertaking, as 
quickſilver is boiled from it. Galen treats but little 
about mercury, for he acknowledges, ' he had no 
experience of its effect, neither internally nor exter- 
nally applied; but as the more modern Greek phyfi- 
ſicians followed Galen's rules in almoſt all matters, 
hence the uſe of crude mercury in medicine was 
hardly ever preſcribed by theſe alſo. The Arabians 
-recommended the external uſe of mercury for curing 
cutaneous diſeaſes, | 

But after the venereal diſeaſe had ſpread through 
Europe, the uſe of mercury was tried, that the 
phyſicians might encounter that new diſeaſe by an 
unuſual remedy; nor did they only apply it exter- 
nally but internally alſo. The celebrated Aftruc * 
believes Petrus Andreas Matthiolus to have been the 
firſt who attempted to cure the venereal diſeaſe by 
an internal application of red precipitate. Joannes 
de Vigo and Nicholas Maſſa, were acquainted with 
this remedy, having experienced its efficacy in cu- 
ring ulcers, on whick they ſprinkled that powder; 
but 1t 1s proved by many obſervations in the ſame 
place, that it 1s very likely, that they were contented 
with the ſole external uſe of this remedy. But Mat- 
thiolus,+ after having deſcribed the preparation of 
red precipitate exactly, orders it to be waſhed with 
plantain and ſorrel water, then prepared pearls, and 
a little Jacinth ſtone being added, with ſome 
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ſprigs of the herb mother wort; he gave five grains 
of this preparation with twenty grains of the eleF. 
conciliatoris tormed into five pills, which were to be 
taken an hour before break of day, after which the 
patient was to remain five hours in bed. Brevi 
(mihi crede) Gallici dolores hoc catapotio elidentur; 
pituita etiam, & atrabilis, vomitu, nec non alvi de- 
jectione, evaneſcent: The venereal pains are (be- 
lieve me) deſtroyed in a ſhort time by theſe pills, 
< as alſo the black bile and phlegm, all vaniſh by 
vomiting and ſtool.” But he fo confided in the 
force of this powder, that he exhibited five or 
fix grains of this remedy alſo in other obſtinate diſ- 
eaſes, and indeed with ſucceſs too. | 
Crude mercury was afterwards applied in the 
form of pills, with ſome purging remedies alfo 
added to them; ſuch were the pills of Barbaroſſa, 
ſo called from that famous king of Algiers, and 
preſident in maritime affairs among the Turks: 
theſe pills conſiſted of crude mercury with rhubarb 
and diagridium: a twentieth part of wheaten flour 
was added, with ambergreaſe and muſk, which, to- 
gether, equalled the weight of the flower; from 
whence this maſs exhaled a powerful fragrance; the 
whole was formed into a maſs, with the juice of 
lemons, of which a pill, the bigneſs of a ſmall pea, 
was daily given, in the evening before ſupper, but 
ſcarcely four grains of mercury were contained in 
that pill.“ Many other forms of theſe pills may be 
ſeen + which agree with each other in containing 
quickſilver and the juice of lemons ſo long beaten 
up together, donec taliter fuerit extindtum, ut amplius 
internoſci non poſſit : * until it had been in ſuch a 
“ manner killed, that the globules could be diſtin- 
* guiſhed no longer.” Many different purging in- 
gredients occur in theſe various recipes, and who . 
eſs 
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leſs quantity of the ambergreaſe and muſk; there is 
one only which admits no purging ingredient. 
The celebrated Aſtruc in another place ſays, 
that ſuch- like pills are even to this day cried up as 
a panacea for. almoſt all diſeaſes, and are recom- 
mended as a ſecret ſpecific remedy for curing the 
yenereal diſeaſe, under the title of the pills. 

Belloſte, who lived in this age, and acquired great 
fame in the art of ſurgery, particularly by his trea- 
riſe, entitled, Le Chirurgien d' Hopital, of which there 
have been many editions ſince its firſt publication in 
Paris, in the year 1695. To this little book he ſub- 
Joined another, which was publiſhed at Paris in the 
year 1724, under the title of Suite du Cbirurgien 
@ flopital, &c. in the firſt diſſertation of which he 
entirely employed his diſcourſe in the recommenda- 
tion of fome mercurial pills he fold ; but he care- 
fully concealed their compoſition, that he might re- 
lieve inopem familiz ſuæ conditionem, quam, iniquitate 
temporum, fortunis omnibus everſam eſſe queritur, & 
quam ſperat ſuſtentatum iri pilulas ſuas venditando : 
« the indigence of his family, which he bemoans, 
e as having been deprived of their eſtate by the ini- 
quity of the times, and which he hopes to raiſe 
« to its former condition by the ſale of his pills.” 
That ſame hope or intention of gain, is always the 
origin of an arcanum; yet it is not denied, that his 
pills conſiſted of crude mercury mixed with ſome 
cathartics which operate gently by ſtool : hence it 
appears, that Belloſte's pills differed not much 1n vir- 
tue from thoſe called Barbaroſſa's pills; it is eaſy 
to change the flavour and ſcent in ſuch- like com 
ſitions; any one can at will add this or that draſtic 
or milder purging remedy, and augment or diminiſh 
the quantity of mercury, ſo that any novice in phar- 
macy 1s capable of inventing noſtrums : hence theſe 
vaſt crops, which commonly ſpring up every year in 
| the 
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the greater cities; and as ſoon as a ſtranger arrives, 
of an age adapted to the Paphian games, 


Porrigitur turpi charta pudenda manu, 
«© A ſhameful bill ſprings from a filthy hand,” 


which ſets forth the hyperholical powers of this or 
. that ſecret remedy for curing the venereal diſeaſe in 
' pompous words. | 
But as theſe quacks ſometimes deceived the vain 
hope of the credulous vulgar with unactive reme- 
; dies, ſome others, ſtill worſe, at a hazard gave them 
Py mercurial remedies internally, which were indeed 
efficacious, but dangerous alſo, when not admint- 
ſtered under the care and inſpection of a ſkilful and 
prudent phyſician : many diſaſters have happened, 
and hence the moſt part of mankind were ſtruck 
with horror at the Sa preparations of mer- 
cury ; and the profeſſion were more willing that the 
cure of the venereal diſeaſe ſhould be eſſayed by an 
external uſe- of mercury, as they believed that me- 
. 2 to be the ſafeſt: they therefore extolled it 
ighly. 
The celebrated Aſtruc + makes uſe of many ar- 
guments to prove, that theſe rough preparations of 
mercury, by their ſaline ſpiculæ injure the ſtomach, 
lungs, bowels, and all the other viſcera and ſoft parts 
of the body ; ſo that the uſe of them is never clearly 
inoffenſive. But who ever ſaw theſe ſpiculz in mer- 
curial preparations ? yet upon this account he orders 
almoſt all mercurial precipitates to be abſtained 
from, as they create immoderate vomiting and pur- 
ging, weaken the ſtomach, nay, often corrode it. 
When quickſilver is diſſolved in an acid, and is 
freed from its union therewith by an effuſion of 
ſome other ſalts, there falls a kind of powder to the 
bottom of the veſſel, which is edulcorated by re- 
peated 
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ated lotions, and is kept in the ſhops. Is it likely, 
that all theſe little ſpiculæ, of which only he was ſo 
fearful, ſtill remain in ſuch a mercurial preparation * 
When quickſilver is boiled in a glaſs veſſel, with the 
acrid acid oil of vitriol, until it becomes dry, there 
remains a faline maſs at the bottom, compoſed of 
the vitriolic acid, united with the mercury ; but the 
union between the acid and the mercury is ſo weak, 
that pure water being poured thereon, it immedi- 
ately falls to the bottom of the veſſel in the form of 
a yellow powder, by the chemiſts called turbith mi- 
neral, which is edulcorated by repeated waſhing ; 
and, in certain places, this powder 1s freed from all 
its adherent acid, by the accenſion of ſpirit of wine 
poured on it : yet this produces a very efficacious 
remedy for curing of venereal warts, as was before 
mentioned, in Sect. 1463, and do theſe ſaline ſpiculæ 
remain here alſo ? 

Nor does he condemn theſe mercurial preparations 
in a manner as if they were altogether injurious, but 
only diſapproves of them as but of little efficacy in 
ſubduing the venereal diſeaſe, becauſe they exert ſo 
flight a power in the blood, and on the virus mixed 
therewith : he alſo remarks, that the atoms of mer- 
curial preparations, when they at length arrive at the 
maſs of blood are full of acid ſpiculæ, which but faint- 
ly, flowly, and ſparingly reaſſume the natural form 
of mercury, ſo that they can have but little efficacy 
in ſubduing the virus of the venereal diſeaſe. But 
the celebrated author * Jays it down for a certainty, 
that all the power of mercury depends upon that 
form by which it is diviſible into infinitely ſmall par- 
_ every one of which readily aſſumes a globular 

orm. 

But I think I have by the preceding arguments 
demonſtrated, that the admirable efficacy of quick- 
ſilver depends in no manner upon its ſpecific gra- 


vity, 


* De Morbis Venereis, Lib. II. Cap. IX. p. 146. 
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vity, and the ſpherical figure which mercury, divided 
into the moſt minute atoms, always retains, Mer- 
cury by trituration alone, or digeſtion, loſes its ſphe- 
rical form, and 1s changed into a powder of an acrid 
metallic flavour, which vehemently and for a long 
time diſturbs the human body when taken in ſmall 
doſes ; and that ſame powder, being expoſed to a 
ſtrong fire, is changed into quickſilver again, no way 
acrid, and 1s equally, nay, more fluid than before 
the proceſs. | | 

I readily agree, that mercurial preparations will 
never revivify in the human y; for I never 
believed that to be poſſible; as it is certain, from 
numerous and repeated experiments, that to ef- 
fect this, a far greater heat is required than can 
ever poſſibly exiſt in any living body: but it can- 
not therefore be concluded, that theſe ſame pre- 
parations have not ſufficient efficacy to cure the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe; for it can be proved by direct expe- 
riments, that this may be accompliſhed by the uſe 
of theſe preparations ; and that whatever is to be ex- 
pected from mercurial unctions, may allo with reaſon 
be expetted from them. 

A ſalivation is expected to happen in conſequence 
of mercurial frictions, by. all who adviſe the exter- 


nal application, and condemn the internal uſe of 


crude mercury, and its preparations. The celebrated 
Aſtruc * lays down the following as a general prac- 
tical axiom : Compertum eſt experientia; Mercurium 


exſtirpandæ Lui Veneree parem eſſe, quoties legitimum 


ptyaliſmum movet, Sc. Errant, igitur, qui putant, 


ſalivationem in curanda Lue cane pejus & angue vi- 


tandam eſſe, ideoque in eo toti ſunt, ut parciſſimas ra- 
riſſimaſque frictiones adbibeant. Sic enim operam lu- 
dunt ſuam, ſucſque deludunt ægrotantes. Nec multo 
levius peccant, qui motam, vel imminentem, ſalivati- 
onem intempeſtivis coercent purgationibus ; vel repri- 

munt z 
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munt; atque adeo Mercurium, dum optato inſtat operi, 
evocant, & amovent fic enim id unum videntur agere, 
ut operoſe nibil agant: It has been found from ex- 
perience, that mercury is capable of extirpating 
te the venereal diſeaſe whenever it raiſes a proper 
<« ptyaliſm, &c. they therefore err who think that 
% a falivation is to be ſhunned like fire and the 
ſword, and therefore adviſe a ſparing application 
of the frictions, and at long intervals, for thus 
they loſe their labour, and the patient will be diſ- 
appointed of a cure; nor do thoſe who reſtrain or 
repreſs a riſing or plentiful falivation by unſeaſon- 
able purges err leſs ; for by ſo doing, they expel the 
mercury out of the conſtitution at the very inſtant 
it is taking the deſired effect, and thus ſeem bu- 
<« ſied in doing nothing.“ ; 

This famous practitioner obſerves; that a ſaliva- 
tion, in conſequence of mercurial unctions, requires 
prudent management, left it ſhould come on too ſud- 
denly, and rite to too great an height, a circum- 
ſtance which is never void of danger. Sed placida, 
moderata, remiſſa, facile tractabilis, que ori inflam- 
mationem nullam, vel levem, que ulcera pauca, & ſu- 
perficiaria, inferat, que unam, aut. alteram, vel ad ſum- 
mum tres libras ſalive, intra viginti quatuor horas ſug- 
gerat: But let it be gentle, moderate, and eaſily 
% manageable, ſo as to cauſe but a flight or no in- 
„ flammation of the mouth and face, and only a 
„ few ſuperficial ulcers, ſuch as will afford but a 
« pint or two, or at the moſt, three pints of ſaliva 
in twenty-four hours.“ 

If the ſigns of an imminent ſalivation do not yet 
appear, or if a ſalivation already brought on be- 
comes ſlow or dull, whilſt the ſymptoms of the diſ- 
eaſe are obſerved to require a more copious ſpitting, 
the frictions ought to be increaſed in quantity, or 
tepeated at fhorter intervals, or a larger proportion 
of mercury ſhould be mixed with the ointment, 


that it may produce the due quantity of ſaliva, 
Vol. XVII. Y | 
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But all theſe requiſites for keeping up a mesx- 
curial ſalivation, already brought on, can be more 
certainly obtained, nay, more ſafely too, than by 
mercurial unctions, by mercurial preparations inter- 
nally taken, | ; | 

Nobody doubts that a ſalivation may be excited 
by mercurial preparations inwardly taken. When 
"theſe are exhibited in ſmall and fre uently- repeated 
doſes, it plainly appears, that it entirely lies in the 
power of the phyſician to promote or ſlacken the 
talivation, according as the diſeaſe requires; for if it 
riſes too high, he abſtains immediately, or if it more 
flowly proceeds, he quickens it with a freſh doſe of 
the mercurial preparation; then, if it goes on with 
due moderation, he ſuſtains it in that ſtate by ſome 
doſes given at greater intervals of time, that the fa- 
livation may not diminiſh too much, nor ceaſe ſooner 
than is required. 

Beſides, it 15 evident from numerous obſervations, 
that mercury quickly and powerfully operates in ſome 
bodies, and very flowly and remilisly in others: 
hence a prudent phyſician will eaſily determine how to 
act according to the nature of the caſe; for he can al- 
ways know what quantity of mercury he has admint- 

ſtered, which never can be exactly determined when 
mercurial unctions are uſed : he indeed knows the 
quantity of mercury contained in the unction, knows 
the weight of the quickſilver applied by every friction 
to the ſkin, but is evermore ignorant of the quantity 
that enters the cutaneous veſſels; for the flannel, with 
which the body is warmly covered after the firſt 
friction, and during the whole time of the ſalivation, 
without being changed, ſucks up a part of the unc- 
tion: this filth increaſes upon the flannel at every 
repeated friction; from whence a ſalivation ſometimes 
ſuddenly comes on againſt the doctor's will, which is at- 
tended with danger, and a ſudden ſwelling of the jaws 

which threatens a ſuffocation: ſome then order the 
flannels and bed-linen, thus fouled with the mercu- 

| | rial 
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rial unction, to be changed, and replaced by other 
clean, dry, warm flannels and ſheets, after the ſkin 
has been waſhed clean with ſoap-ſuds and thoroughly 
dried; but this lotion does not at all cleanſe away 
that part of the unction which adheres between the 
ſcales of the outſide ſkin, or at leaſt it is difficult 
to be done, and the wretched patients bear extreme- 
ly ill ſuch tedious repeated waſhings, and the chan- 
ging of their bed-linen, during the time they ſuffer 
the grievous tortures of a high ſalivation. 

Beſides, the place in which the patient to be 
cured by mercurial unctions lies, contains a body 
of air filled with mercurial atoms, which the patient 
continually inſpires, and which moiſten the whole 
ſurface of the body; and the ſalivation may from 
this cauſe be kept up or augmented, though the 
phyſician would have it diminiſhed. 

We have a remarkable inſtance of this kind from 
Hildanus +. A young man, ſeverely labouring un- 
der the venereal diſeaſe, was under his care; this 
man had a wife, about thirty years of age, who wag 
equally infected by him. Though the winter was 
exceſſive ſharp, he did not venture to defer her huſ- 
. band's cure, but anointed him repeatedly with mer- 
curial unction; then, on account of the great ſeve- 
rity of the already inveterate diſeaſe, he perſuaded 
the woman to ſtay within doors with her huſband, 
and confine herſelf to the ſame hot room her huſ- 
band was falivated in, left ſhe ſhould receive far- 
ther injury from | the cold air, and the diſeaſe 
thereby become more obſtinate. The room was 
both narrow and low. A ſolo vapore unguenti ita 
alterata, & ad ſalivationem indufta, fuit mulier, ut 
fere eodem modo ipſi atque marito pituita ad os defiue- 
ret, exulceratio quin etiam oris ſuperveniret, Sc. Tan- 
dem adeo aufta fuit ſalivatio, ut in proprium cubicu- 
lum, a marito ſeparatum, collocanda fuerit. Hac, una 

þ cum 
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cum viro ſuc, a dira ifta Lue pleniſſime convaluit, etfi 
inundta non fuiſſet : * The woman was, by the va- 
* pour of the unction alone, ſo changed, and ſuch 
« a ſpitting brought on, that the ſaliva flowed from 
her mouth almoſt in the ſame quantity as it did 
« from her huſband's, and her mouth was alſo ul- 
<« cerated, &c. The falivation at length ſo increaſed, 
that ſhe was obliged to be placed in a room apart 
&* from her huſband. She, together with him, per- 
« fectly recovered from the diſeaſe, though ſhe had 
never been rubbed with unction.“ 

It is from hence underſtood how badly the diſeaſed 
are treated when many of them lie in the ſame ward 
together, and are rubbed with mercurial unctions. 
This takes place in hoſpitals, inſtituted for curing 
the venereal diſeaſe, where the method of ſalivating 
by unction prevails. 

The danger of a ſalivation alſo threatens the ſound 
perſons who attend the diſcaſed, and are obliged to 
continue in ſuch air both night and day. 

The celebrated Aſfruc * directed the frictions not 
to be made by the patients themſelves, but rather 
by the attendants or ſervants, who are more dex- 
trous and active at this buſineſs; nor would he 
have. their hands covered with gloves, or a blad- 
der, while they executed this office, but naked, 
to cauſe a greater heat for the friction. He con- 
feſſes indeed, that ſuch an attendant ſtands in dan- 
ger of a ſalivation, if he rubs many patients the ſame 
day; yet he affirms, that there is no danger in rub- 
bing a ſingle patient, ſo that the ſervant well waſhes 
his hands after he has finiſned the friction. But no 
prudent man will undertake this office; for who can 
promiſe that he has nothing to fear from a ſaliva- 
tion? The mercurial unction is laid on the palms of 
the hands and forced by a ſtrong friction into the 
cutaneous veſſels of the patient intended to be ſali- 
Le 5 vated; 
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vated; hence it may equally enter the cutaneous 
veſſels of the ſervant, which are very numerous and 
minutely ramefied in the palms of the hands, unleſs 
theſe parts are become callous from hard labour. 

It happens, that the palms of the hands of many 
perſons ate almoſt continually moiſtened with ſweat. 
When phyſicians expect a ſalutary natural criſis in diſ- 
eaſes from a gentle ſweat, it is known, that its firſt 
traces are perceived in the palms of the hands. This 
part of the body is therefore beſt fitted for exhalation 
and abſorption : hence it is, for the moit part, or- 
dered, that the patients, who are to undergo a ſali- 
vation, ſhould rub themſelves, left any other found 
perſon ſhould incur the danger of a falivation alſo: 
or when many are at the ſame time under cure, for 
the venereal diſeaſe, in an hoſpital, they may rub 
one another Þ in the preſence of the ſurgeon who di- 
recs their cure. 

Thus he will be certain, that none will experience 
the efficacy of mercury but thoſe who require its 
uſe, that is, as far as it is applied by frictions; but 
when many venereal patients lie in the ſame place, 
the ſurgeon has always reaſon to fear, leſt the mer- 
curial atoms, diſperſed through the air, ſhould enter 
the body againſt his knowledge and will. Whilſt 
the ſalivation proceeds kindly, all prudent phyſici- 
ans leave off the frictions, or at leaſt apply them 
with a more ſparing hand, or repeat them at longer 
intervals, that the preſent ſalivation may be kept up, 
but not augmented: as the mercury, in this caſe, 
ſtill proceeds entering the body, though the fric- 
tions may be ſuſpended, it is evident how many ac- 
cidents may ariſe from it. 

Nor is this a vain fear, as appears from obſerva- 
tions +. The celebrated Goulard was aſtoniſhed to 
ſee thoſe, who were only under preparation for the 
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frictions of mercurial unction, fall into a ſaliva- 
tion, when, on account of the poverty of the charity, 
they lay in the fame narrow ward with others who 
had been already rubbed with the unction. He ac- 
knowleges this to have often happened. He re- 
lates the caſe of a ſoldier who had the ſcurvy,+ and 
was ordered to lie in the ſame room which was de- 
ſtined for the reception of venereal patients to be 
cured by ſalivation with mercurial unctions: the 
wretch's face ſwell'd, a high ſalivation enſued, and 
ulcers attended with a gangrene, of which he pe- 
riſhed, aroſe in the inſide of his mouth, it not being 
then in the power of art to ſtop its progreſs. Petit, 
ſo famous in the art of ſurgery, in his treatiſe on 


* venereal complaints in the bones , recommends a 


{alivation excited by mercurial frictions, and con- 
demns the internal uſe of mercurial preparations, as 
inefficacem, & ſemper pernicioſum : © 1nefficacious and 
„ always pernicious z” yet he does not deny but that 
the doſe of mercury, neceſſary to cure the diſeaſe, can- 
not be determined at the time of the mercurial fric- 
ction, according to the different conſtitution of the pa- 
tient, as the atmoſphere is filled with mercurial atoms 
in thoſe places where the diſeaſed lie to be cured by 
mercurial unctions in hoſpitals, whence the patients 
are debllitated and rendered. delicate; beſides the 
mercury received by friction, they alſo inhale thoſe 
mercurial atoms which float in the air, and thus 
imbibe a quantity of it no Way at all proportionable 
to their ſtrength, ſo that they, after a violent fever, 
conyulſions, and racking ſwellings in the head and 
fauces, periſh, 5 „ | 

Wherefore he adviſes, that the patients, who un- 


dergo a ſalvation by mercurial unction, ſhould he in 


ſeparate 


+ Goulard ſur les Malad. Vener. p. 51. 
Traite des maladies des os. Tom, II. p. 496, 
Goulard ſus les Malad, Vener. p. 56. 
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ſeparate chambers, ar at leaſt that but few of them be 
in an extenſive ward together, and that the windows 
be often opened, that the air may be changed : bur it 
is not ſafe, as is well known, to open the windows 
during the time of a ſalivation, particularly if the 
weather 1s cold. 

Beſides, that danger may indeed be diminiſhed if 
the patients are placed in ſeparate chambers, but it 
will not be entirely taken away. It is known, that 
a part of the mercury tranſpires from the ſkin of the 
patients who have been anointed, or have inwardly 
taken crude mercury: hence ſuck patients will re- 
main in their own atmoſpheres loaded with mercu- 
rial atoms, and the ſame accidents will follow it they 
are confined in ſmall rooms; but it is impoſſible to 
place every fingle venereal patient in a ſpacious 
ward by himſelf, in an hoſpital. 

All this great danger is avoided, if a ſalivation is 
raiſed by mercurial preparations. internally taken : 
by this method we can be very certain of the quan- 
tity of mercury which is thrown into the body; and 
theſe preparations can be given in ſo ſmall a quan- 
tity, that they by no means hurt the bowels, lungs, 
or inteſtines z nor do they produce vomitings, or 
evacuations by ſtool, and yet a ſalivation enfues : 
and yet milder and ſafer remedies may be choſen, by 
which the ſalivation, already begun, may be kept 
up, or increaſed if there be need. Beſides, mercury 
operates not equally on all perſons; for the ſymp- 
toms which indicate a high ſalvation, are prelently 
produced from a ſmall quantity of mercury taken 
by ſome ; for others, a far greater quantity is re- 
_ particularly for thoſe who have had more 
requent need 'of the efficacy of mercury, as hath 
been curſorily obſerved by all thoſe who have de- 
ſcribed the cure of this diſeaſe. Hence it appears, 
how very needful are prudence and attention for cus 
ring the venereal diſeaſe by the ule of mercury: but 
as ſuch miſerable patients often ſhun the fkilful 
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practitioners, through ſhame of the filthy diſeaſe 
they fall into the hands of quacks, who treat this 
diſorder in a molt ignorant and improper manner, 


and muſerably deſtroy theſe ſuffering wretches with 
unabaſhed impudence, | 
For crude mercury, notwithſtanding all that 
may be ſaid of its mild nature, will injure the hu- 
man body, even the moſt healthy, when it enters it 
by an external application of a greater quantity than 
needful. Many were of opinion, that a more cer- 
tain and happy cure was effected by mercury when 
the patients could bear ſuch copious unctions before 
the ſigns of a ſalivation appeared; for they particu- 
larly hoped to vanquiſh the venereal diſeaſe by a 
large quantity of crude mercury: nay, it has been 
received as an approved practical axiom, from moſt 
certain experience, tanto certius ſanari Luem, quanto 
copioſius argentum vivum in corpore hæreat: © the 
5+ venereal diſeaſe is cured the more certainly in pro- 
portion as the mercury more copiouſly adheres in 
the body.” Hence all poſſible care ſhould be ex- 
erted in preventing a ſalvation, partly becauſe the 
mercury which flows through the veſſels with the 
humours, ſoon pailes off that way, and partly be- 
cauſe the mercurial - frictions muſt be ſuſpended in 
the time of the ſalivation, or at leaſt only applied in 
a leſs quantity or at longer intervals; whence the 
patient cannot take. in a great quantity of mercury. 
This manner of (curing the venereal! diſeaſe, was 
called the method per extin#ionem : © by extinction,” 
which was recommended. by the king of France's 
chief | phyſician Chycotineau, in the univerſity of 
Montpellier, where he brought it into practice, by 


a public diſſertation he wrote thereon in the year 


1718, and it has ſince been made ule of by many. 
But it is certain, that thoſe who receive a quantity 
pf crude mercury, diſſolved into vapours, into the 


body, 
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body, are rendered moſt miſerable, loſe all their 
ſtrength, become paralytic, trembling, feeble in the 
joints, and live unfit for every thing; and, if theſe 
diſorders are inveterate, the patient can hardly be 
reſtored to health. Such diſeaſes are particularly 
incident to thoſe artificers Who are much employed 
in gilding of metals, or thoſe who in any manner 
handle quickſilver tor any long time imprudently. 
Thoſe who boil quickſilver from the mines live mi- 
ſerably, and often periſh in the vigour of their 

age. | 
” rom whence it may be concluded, that it is not 
at all ſafe to fill the body with crude mercury, for 
it ſometimes ſeparates from the humours with which 
it circulates, is depoſited in various parts of the body, 
and creates ſtill new accidents. Antonius Muſa Bra- 
ſavolus Þ has more than once found quickſilver in 
the ſkulls of the dead in their graves : he ſaw a man 
alſo who vomited quickſilver, from being only three 
times rubbed in the arms and legs with mercurial 
unction. We read the like in Bonetus. & Schenkius + 
relates, that a great quantity of quickſilver was 
found in the bowels and brains of a little proſtitute, 
who died ſuddenly. Fallopius teſtifies, || ſe vidifſe bo- 
mines, inunctos per triennium ante, &, wvenientibus 
gummatibus in tibiis, detecto ofſe, vidiſſe ibi collectum 
argenlum vivum. Hac ratione, inquit, ego non probo 
medicamentum : utor aliquando, quando non potui via 
Regia aſſequi intentum: that he had ſeen men, 
* who had been rubbed three years before with mer- 
<* curial unction, having nodes and gummata in their 
« legs; and that when their ſhin-bones were laid 
“ bare, a quantity of quickſilver was found col- 
< lected there: for this reaſon, he ſays, I do not ap- 
+ prove of this medicine; yet I ſometimes uſe it, 
« when 


t Aphrodiſiac. p. 694. 
$ Sepulchret. Tom. II. p. 452, 453. 
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& when I cannot ſucceed by my uſual method.” When 
Fernelius * with his inſtruments ſcraped the bones ren- 
dered carious by the venereal diſeaſe, he found ſome 
globules of quickſilver amongſt them Many other 
teſtimonies of this kind may be adduced, bur I think 
theſe are ſufficient to prove, that crude mercury, 
when introduced into the body by friction, and cir- 
culated with the humours through the veſſels, can 
Join into a greater maſs, and be depoſited in vari- 
ous places of the body, frequently not without dan- 
ger and damage. 

That celebrated man Targioni Tozzetti + ſaw a 
book in manuſcript, wrote by an uncertain author, 
which contained many obſervations in phyſic and 
anatomy very worthy of being known. Theſe were 
written in the ſixteenth century, from the year 
1567, to 1584. In this book we read as follows ; 
Qui laboraverunt Venerea Lue, & illiti fuerunt, his, 
dum ſecatur corpus in Anatome facienda, magna fit bæ- 
morrhagia, etiam invito plerumque ſectore: ſimiliter 
illis viventibus Aneuriſma accidit : utrumgque accidit, 
quoniam hi habent venarum membranas admodum te- 


 wues, & ſubtiles, enervatas longo, & forti, litu. Hoc 


de magiſtro Carolo habui, qui id apprime in quamplu- 
rimis obſervavit; & verum eſſe comperi : Great hæ- 


„ morrhages happen in the bodies of perſons who die 


*+* with the venereal diſeaſe, after having been rubbed 
e with mercurial unction, when they are diſſected, 
* and that too, for the moſt part, in ſpite of the 


operator. An aneuriſm in like manner happens 


* 1n ſuch bodies when living; it happens to both, 


. * becauſe they have the coats of the veins exceſſive 


c ſlender, delicate, and weakened by long violent 
e ſtretching. This I have had from my maſter Ca- 
< rolus, who firſt- obſerved this circumſtance in 
many bodies, and I, from experience, have found 


* his obſervation to be true,” | 


{ con- 


* Patholog. Lib. VII. Cap. VII. p. 229. 
{ Prima Raccola di Oflervazioni Mediche, p. gt. 
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I confeſs I ſhould not belieye, that the texture of 
the veſſels could be ſo debilitated by mercurial fric- 
tions as to cauſe an aneuriſm; but as quickſilver, 
moſt minutely divided in the mercurial ointment, . 
can, when moyed through the veſſels, join inta a 
greater maſs, and be circulated through our veſlels 
in its natural form, and then be depoſited in vari- 
ous parts of the body ; it appears not to be a ground-- 
leſs apprehenſion, that this metallic fluid, ſo much 
heavier than the blood, with the whole force of the 
left auricle of the heart, propelled into the arch 
of the agrta, at its firſt riſe from the heart, may 
extend the particular part of its coats againſt which, 
it beats, to a greater degree, than the blood pro- 
pelled therein by the ſame force of the heart : but 
1 think every body knows, as it is manifeſted by 
numerous obſervations, that ſuch a place of the 
aorta, though but ſlightly debilitated by a great diſ- 
tenſion, forms an aneuriſmatic ſac, which very ſoon 
ym larger, and at length burſts and cauſes ſudden 

catn, 

I think that quickſilver, divided into very minute 
globular parts, cannot eaſily gather into greater glo- 
bules again, as long as it is mbyed through the ar- 
teries, namely, the convergent veſſels, and through 
which the circulation of the humours is not inter- 
rupted, and is carried on with ſame degree of velo- 
city; but in the veins, where the motion is ſlower, 
it is interrupted by the valves, and particularly in 
the greater veſſels, wherein the venal blood is circu- 
lated in a greater quantity, and with leſs impetuo- 
ſity ; theſe are the venal ſinuſes, the auricles, and 
cavities of the heart, wherein the divided parts of the 
mercury may gather into greater globules, which in 
a moment after may run into the curyature of the 
aorta, by the force of the heart, and with a degree 
of impetuoſity proportioned to that of the ſpecific 
gravity by which the quickſilver excceds that — 

| X e 
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the blood; from whence an aneuriſm is to be 
dreaded. | 

Perhaps the like happened to the firſt man among 
the chriſtians, who uſed Barbaraſſa's pills, & qui ce- 
cidit repente mortuus ſuper pontem Avenionis, cum ipſe 
ibi profugus eſet propter prelia : . and who ſuddenly 
4 dropped down dead upon the bridge of Avignon, 
in his flight from battle.” Certainly nothing can 
be more dangerous to thoſe labouring under an 
aneuriſm than quick motion.” Yet what the celebrated 
Aftruc * remarks, is true, for he ſays, that the ſudden 
death of this perſon could not be aſcribed to the uſe 
of- theſe pills, of which only one, hardly containing 
four grains of mercury, was given to the diſeaſed 
every evening. But as theſe pills are ſaid to have 
produced admirable effects, they were, without 
doubt, given in too great a doſe, or during a longer 
time than needful, and fo, a great quantity of quick- 
filver was thrown into the blood, 'which at length 
became ſo powerful as to produce theſe evils, N 

All theſe circumſtances which have been hitherto 
mentioned to have attended the external application 


of crude mercury for curing the venereal diſeaſe, 


have occaſioned ſuch an application never to have 


been recommended by my advice. Nam tanta eſt 
eus inconſtantia, ut nunquam omnino exatte admini- 


firart poſit ; quum enim nimio ejus uſu nocere times, 


purum proſicis; cum eo, quod ſatis eſt, juvare cupis, 


ſæpenumero valde ledis'; adeo difficile eſt ejus wires 
mectiri, & rectum ab eo, quod non eft reftum, in illo 


_ difeernere T: For its uncertainty is fo great, that 


« jt can never be altogether exactly adminiſtered ; 
& for when you fear to injure the patient by a too 
c plentiful uſe of it, you profit but little; when 
& you have recourſe to a copious ule thereof, you 
; : | . [49 as 


De Morbis Venereis, Lib. II. Cap. VII. p. 127. 
1 Alex. Trajan. Petronii de Morbo Gallico, Lib. VI. Cap. 
I. Aphrodifiae. p. 1292. 


Sect. 1468. The VENEREAL DIsEASE. 333 


« as often do miſchief to numbers with it; ſo that 
« it is very difficult to regulate its powers, and to 
% diſcern what is right from wrong.” I have always 
preferred mercurial preparations which I knew could 
ſafely excite a ſalivation; for thereby I was certain 
of the quantity of mercury that entered the circu- 
lation ; nor had I any thing to fear from a longer 
ſtay of the quickſilver than needful in the body, ſo 
as firſt ro neſtle there, and then be depoſited in vas 
rious parts of it. | 


S E CT. MCCCCLXVIIL 


| HAT this ſalivation may be performed 


| with ſucceſs, let the diſeaſed for ſome 
days firſt be filled with ptiſan. 


: 


I always uſed the following method of exciting a 
mercurial ſalivation, for the cure of the venereat - 
diſeaſe, until I afterwards began to uſe another mode 
of practice, which I ſhall hereafter mention. | 

I firſt examined whether the patients had ſtrength 
enough or not, to undergo the tortures of a ſaliva- 
tion, which certainly are not flight. If they were 
obſerved to have dried, withered bodies, to have 
weak lungs, to have before ſpit blood, and ſubject 
to a continual little fever, that raged with greateſt 
violence in the evening, I always deferred their 
cure by a ſalivation, firſt attempting to mend the 
condition of the body with good diet, baths, and 
country air. Some ſuch patients being impatient and 
tired of theſe delays, have ſought the advice 
more indulgent doctors; but they have almoſt all 
periſhed in the courſe of the ſalivation: the few. 
who ſurvived, led but miſerable and ſhort lives. 
We read many more like caſes in other obſervations.“ 
Unleſs the forces be increaſed by this method, yi 

* Turner Siphylis, p. 327. 
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the body be rendered ſomewhat more plump or ro- 
buſt, I believe that a ſalivation cannot without dan- 
| ger be attempted upon ſuch waſted emaciated bo- 

ies: ſix weeks are abſolutely required for perfecting 
this cure. 

For a whole week before mercury is taken, let 
ſoft light food be uſed, ſuch as is moiſtening and 
antiſeptic, made of rye, barley, or oats, with emol- 
hent plants boiled in broth or milk; alſo boiled ap- 
ples, and a {mall m— of 'white fleſh meats, ſuch 
as veal, lamb, or fowls, rather ſtewed or boiled than 
roaſted : let the patients drink be pure water, with 
a third part of new milk added to it. Mild ſmall 
beer may be ſafely allowed thoſe who have been ac- 
cuſtomed to malt liquors. | 

But wine and the uſe of all ſpirituous aromatic li- 
quors muſt be totally ſhunned. _ | 

When the humours are diſſolved by the action 
of the mercury, and the ſalivation produces a great 


ſtench, all the parts will, as muchas they poſſibly can, 


be fortified by ſuch a ſoft antiſeptic food, againſt the 
injuries of putrefaction. ? | 
Loet the inteſtines be evacuated by eccoprotic 
purges and glyſters, that the retained excrements 
may create no miſchief in the time of the ſalivation, 
when the body is uſually in a coſtive ſtate ; let the 
patient be bathed every day during this week, that 
the ſkin may be entirely cleanſed, becau:e the bed- 
linen will not be changed during the whole time of 
the ſalivation. 

If the body is plethoric, let blood be drawn, if 
not, let that be omitted. Let the body, during 
theſe eight days, be filled with an emollient aperient 
decoction, made of the roots of China, Sarzaparilla, 
Dog-graſs roots, &c. To prepare a decoction for 
poor perſons, take the roots of Bardana, and Marſh- 
mallows with Liquorice, which produce the ſame ef- 
fect. Such, a decoction is inſerted in the Materia 
Medica at this number, 


All 
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All this being done, let the patient put on his 
flannel dreſs, which he is not to take off during ſix 
weeks; let his head be covered warm with a wool- 
len cap, for it is dangerous to expoſe the head to 
the cold air during the time of the ſalivation. 

This preparation is ſufficient before the patient un- 
dergoes the ſalivation. denbam condemned labori- 
ous and tedious preparations by cathartics, digerents, 
baths, &c. previous to a ſalivation; for he conſidered 
quickſilver as a poiſon needful for exciting a ſaliva- 
tion, which could be more eaſily endured by a ſtrong 
ſound body than by one debilitated by bleeding and 
low diet. Haud dubie ſatius eſſe duxerit æquus rerum 
eſtimator, nibil agere, quam, ita ſatagendo, nocere. 
Quid quod experientia teſtatur, nullis evacuationibus, 
aut alio modo, infirmatos ſalivationis impetum multo 
melius ſuſtinere, quam eos, quorum quaſi ante prælium 
incifi ſunt nervi : D Doubtleſs, every judicious per- 
« ſon would think it better to do nothing at all, 
<« than to do miſchief by ſuch unſeaſonable attempts. 
« Beſides, it is manifeſt from experience, that a ſa- 
„ livation is better borne by thoſe who have not 
been debilitated by evacuations, or any other way, 
e than by ſuch as have been weakened before enter- 
ing upon the courſe.“ i 


S ECT. MCCCCLEXEC. 


HEN, every two hours, adminiſter a 
ſuitable doſe of mercurius dulcis, three: 
times ſublimed. N 


He who is to undergo a cure by ſalivation, ſhould 
conſtantly be kept in warm air, ſo that the mercury 
ſhould never be depreſſed in the Fahrenheit's ther- 


mometer 


* Hiſtory of the Venereal Diſeaſe, p. 353. 
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mometer (whoſe thirty-ſecond degree indicates the 
point of freezing) beneath fixty degrees; if it ſhould 
aſcend to ſeventy degrees, it can be eaſily endured ; 
but if it riſes above eighty degrees, which it hardly 
ever ought, there are but few who can bear this 
reater degree of heat without anxiety and trouble; 
| nt whence the patient's reſt is uſually diſturbed : 
For though the hotter temperature of- air is uſually 
recommended in the time of ſalivation, ſtill the 
more eaſy or difficult bearing of heat is to be at- 
tended to, which is found to vary in different men. 

Mercury is uſually given to women immediately 
after their menſtrual evacuations have done flowing, 
leſt in the troubleſome time of a ſalivation, that pe- 
riodical monthly flux ſhould happen. 

I have made choice of ſuch preparations of mer- 
cury as can be commodiouſly borne by the body, 
and neither provoke a vomiting nor evacuations by 
ſtool. I always abſtained from red precipitate and 
turbithb mineral, becauſe they uſually diſturb the body 
vehemently. I have ſeen theſe uſed by ſome others 
to robuſt men, in whom even they quickly brought 
on a copious falivation, and often a very dangerous 
one too, which was not eaſily reduced to its due 
moderation. It happens, that from taking of ſuch 
rough medicines, large, and debilitating evacua- 
tions by ſtool often follow, ſometimes not without 
danger. | 

I have uſed white precipitate, or mercurius dulcis, 
three times ſublimed. I have known calomel indeed 
to be recommended, which is mercurius dulcis ſeven 
times ſublimed, and the mercurial panacea, which is 

repared by fifteen repeated ſublimations: but I be- 
1 have obſerved, that theſe elaborate prepara- 
tions may indeed be ſafely applied, but the price is 
augmented, and their ſtrength decreaſed, by this often 
repeated labour; hence I preferred ſuch as were 
more efficacious, and which I could at will exhibit 
in a limited doſe without any danger. 


TI have 
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I have therefore uſed the following preſcriptions : 


R. Mercur. præcipit. albi gran. Xxx. 
Sacchari alb. puriſſ. drach. J. 


Diu ſimul trita in mortario vitreo, in xxiv. partes 
 £quales diviſa, exhbibe. T7 
R. Mercur. dulc. ter ſublimati gran. LXXXX. 
Sive drach. I Þ. 
Saccbari albi puriſſ. drach. ij. 
Diu ſimul trita dn mortaria vitreo, in xxiv. doſes 
 &quales diviſa, exbibe. ; : 


I gave one of theſe doſes at fix o'clock in the 
morning, at nine, and at twelve; then at fix and 
nine in tlie evening. r bee Ne e 

But left that a vomiting; a gripitg, of a diarthced” 
ſhould' come on, let the patient take a ſpoonful- of 
the following mixture after every doſe. 


R. Ag. fill. Cort. Citri Unc. i. 
Laudan. puri gr. ij. 0 
ir Mi ſce. 


This quantity is ſufficient for robuſt men, but I di- 
miniſned the doſe for younger or weaker perſons, or 
elſe the quantity of mercury in every doſe: for no 
certainty can be here generally ſtated ; but it ought 
to be determined by him who has the cure in hand, 
and often viſits the patient, that he may accurately 
obſerve the changes produced from taking theſe re- 

To many I only gave three doſes the firſt day; 
then, if they bore them eaſily, I augmented the doſes 
the next day. | 

Nine grains of mercurius dulcis are, in the Materia 
Medica, accounted a doſe ; but, to the beſt of m 
knowledge, the celebrated Boerbaave never admini- 
ſtered ſuch a quantity of this remedy at one doſe 3 

Vol. XVII. 2 | which 


' 
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which every one will eaſily believe, as it may be 
read in the text, that a ſuitable doſe of mercurius 
dulcis is to be given every two hours, but the word 
Dr is added; from whence it appears, that he 
left the quantity of mercurius dulcis undeter- 
mined : but the diet ſtill remains the ſame as was 
recommended in the time of preparation for the ſa- 
n | 


8 E CT. MCCCCLXX. 


S ſoon as the breath is obſerved to be- 
come fœtid, the gums to grow ſore 

and painful, and the teeth to looſen, it is to be 
attended to whether the ſalivation ſhould go 
on, remain in its preſent ſtate, or be lowered. 


In theſe patients a little fever ariſes ſooner or later 
after the mercury is taken; it feldom happens on the 
firſt day, but ſometimes on the ſecond, and oftner 
on the third, ſometimes later; they grow hot, un- 
eaſy, thirſty, and feel a troubleſome wearineſs, as if 
all the ſtrength of the body was gone; then an un- 
uſual ſtench of the breath, very troublefome to the 
patient, and no leſs ſo to the by-ſtanders, follows, 
2s a ſign. of an approaching ſalivation; and this 
ftench remains during the whole time of the ſaliva- 
tion. 'Fhoſe. who are accuſtomed to the cure of the 
venereal diſeaſe doubt not of a future falivation, 
when they, on entering the room, perceive this ca- 
daverous diſagreeable ſmell. | 5570 | 
- The gums'then begin 2 painful, the teeth to 
looſen and riſe in their ets, the inner parts of 
the cheeks grow Riff, ſo that the utterance of ſpeech 
becomes difficult; then the lips ſwell, and the whole 
| head is inflated; where the ſwelled tongue touches 
the teeth, on either ſide, it becomes ulcerated, and 
Fredo — : is 


Sect. 1470. The VENEREAL DISEASE. 339 


is ſometimes deeply corroded and exceſſive painful ; 
the inſide of the cheeks are deeply ulcerated, and 
ſometimes a violent hæmorrhage flows from them; 
then ſucceeds a copious flux of viſcid faliva, both 
night and day, which is exceſſive fœtid. | 
Thus many and great calamities accompany a 
mercurial ſalivation ; whence the more prudent prac- 
titioners, as ſoon as the firſt ſigns * a commen- 
eing ſalivation declare themſelves, are careful to 
ſuſpend the efficacy of the mercury, or at leaſt to di- 
miniſn the doſe, until they know that the under- 
taken cure proceeds not with too much impetu- 
oſity. 
| Bur this can be far more ſafely done when a ſa- 
livation is attempted by the internal uſe of mercury, 
than if quickſilver be mixed with the blood by 
unction, as appears from what has been before ſaid; 
for I am certain of the quantity of mercury which I 
internally give; bur I can by no means be certain of 
the quantity of crude mercury which introduces it- 
ſelf through the ſkin, and which ſometimes ſuddenly 
begins to operate? | | | 
As long as it remains a doubt, whether the ſali- 
vation, already begun, will ſuddenly increaſe, . a freſh 
doſe of mercury is to be abſtained from; if it goes 
on flowly and moderately, it muſt be kept up by 
one mercurial powder or another, adminiſtered now 
and then. If a violent falivation comes on, it is ra- 
ther to be checked; which matter will be hereafter 
treated of. | (240/20 
During the time of ſalivation, a large quantity of 
mild diluting drink is required, which is «uſually 
compoſed of ſtoned raiſins, pearl barley, and liquo- 
rice; to theſe, when trained, let a third part of 
pure new milk be added. Many other ſuch-like 
ptiſans may be prepared according to the patients 
fancy or palate. | | 


2 2 95 6 SECT. 


and thus t 
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SE C FT. MCCCCLXXT. 


IF 1b. ij. or Ib. iv. of ſaliva are diſcharged | 
1 every twenty-four hours, it is ſufficient, 


It plainly appears, that the quantity of ſaliva dif- 
charged is variable according to the difference of 
age and robuſtneſs of body; generally, if the pa- 
tients ſpit three or four pints of ſaliva every twenty- 
four hours, it is thought ſufficient. I have ſeen 


fome who ſpit five or fix pints without any great 


loſs of their ſtrength. If four pints are daily dif- 
charged, an hundred and twenty pints will low out 
in the ſpace of thirty days, and more ſtill from 


one whole ſalivation is longer continued, and who 


daily ſpits a greater quantity. It manifeſtly appears 
from hence, that the old humours of the body are 
diſcharged by this evacuation, and are not. replaced 
by an equal quantity of new, from the aliment ta- 


ken in; whence thofe who have undergone a ſaliva- 
tion riſe ſo emaciated and exhauſted from this cure, 


that they, for the moſt part, loſe all their plump- 


neſs of body: nor can the ſoft drink, juſt now re- 
commended, ſupply that loſs when ſuſtained ; as the 


patients, lying in a hot place, generally ſweat much, 


neither do they uſually diſcharge a ſmall quantity of 


urine. Beſides, not unfrequently, ſome very debi- 


litating evacuations by ſtool alſo happen during the 
time cf a ſalivation. ory 
Io ſpeak the truth, th 


e vitiated humours are freed 


from the poiſon of the venereal diſeaſe, by a ſaliva- 
tion, and by the ſweating method of cure; more of 
Which will be ſaid hereafter. Theſe humours thus 
depurated are expelled from the body, and their 


place is ſupplied with other new and pure humours; 
he patient is reſtored to ſound health: but 
41 $a as 
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as more may be loſt, than is reſtored to the body 
during the time of ſalivation, it appears, that a pru- 
dent medium is required, that the ſalutary end may 
be obtained, and that the patient fail not of a cure, 
after ſuffering ſo much. | 

From theſe obſervations appears a freſh reaſon, 
why the miſerable patients are ſo unhappily treated, 
when quacks, the very peſtilence of the common 
people, dare meddle with ſuch cures, 

A ſimilar method was recommended to procure 
longevity ; namely, that an almoſt radical * 
of humours might be formed in the aged body by 
diſſolvent remedies, afterwards ſucceeded by an eva- 
cuation of theſe humours, in like manner as the 
cures performed by the virtue of crude mercury, or 
by attenuant, drying, or ſudorific decoctions: theſe 
frequently very well diſpoſe the body for the expul- 
ſion of the old, and reſtoration. of the new, vital 
matter.“ Yer it is excellently added, Unde pradens 
ars per has ad vitam longam ducit : * Whence pru- 
dent art conduces to long life by virtue of theſe 
e remedies.” I believe there can be but few found 
who would be willing to purchaſe the uncertain ex- 
pectation of old age at this price. | 


SE C T. MCCCCLXXII, 


F the fas of the ſaliva be leſs, it is to 
be excited by the ſame provocative, 


Let the number of doſes, or the quantity of mer- 
cury in every doſe, be augmented. It uſually ye 
much promotes the increaſe of the ſalivation to have 
the head and neck covered with flannel, yet the ſa- 
hyation or flux muſt not be over hurried, I was al- 


2 3 ways 


7 H. Boerhaaye Inſtitut. Medic, Sect. 1962, 
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ways more willing to perſiſt longer in the ſame 
quantity of mercury, than to act haſtily; for ſome- 
times an immoderate ſalivation, ſurpaſſing expecta- 
tion, is the conſequence, which cannot be mode- 
rated by the phyſician without great difficulty, after 
the patient has taken a large quantity of mercury. 


SE C T. MCCCCLXXI1. 


F the flux ſhould be greater than the pa- 
tients ſtrength can bear, it is to be check'd 
by mild glyſters, purgatives, or ſudorifics. 


It ſometimes may happen, that the mercury be- 
gins in a ſudden and impetuous manner, particu- 
larly if an imprudent or an over-repeated doſe of 
it was given; or if more crude mercury than need- 
ful had entered the body by friction; then the 
head, lips, and tongue, ſuddenly ſwell, and all the 
inſide of the mouth; and, as the veſſels of theſe 
parts are very pervious, a violent and perpetual ſa- 
| livation enſues, fo that if it ſhould continue with the 
ſame progreſs, it would ſo empty the whole body in 
a ſhort time, that it muſt be entirely exhauſted, the 
ſpirits faint, and even death enſue. Being thus pre- 
cautioned, the patients are adviſed to drink freely 
of the ptiſan, recommended in Sect 1470, ſo that 
its quantity may exceed that of the ſaliva diſcharged ; 
let ſuch nutriment as is thin be given, fo that it 
may pals without moleſtation, and yet be fully nou- 
Tiſhing, though ſcarcely requiring any action of the 
boweb for its concoction; ſuch as the thick juice 
of barley, oats, or rye, boiled in yeal broth, or 
milk, in hopes that the ſtrength may be ſuſtained, 
for enduring the jmpetpoſity of a ſtrong ſaliva- 


Non. 
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If theſe prove inſufficient, the ſalivation is to be 
diminiſhed as much as poſſible, by a determination 
of the humours to ſome other parts: thoſe, who only 
uſed mercury internally, may eaſily abſtain there- 
from; thoſe who have experienced the effects of 
mercurial unctions, muſt quickly pull off their 
ſtockings, breeches, ſhirt, and ſheets, all which have 
been fouled by the mercurial ointment, and then 
carefully cleanſe their ſkin, leſt the adhering mer- 
cury thould enter the body and increaſe the ſaliva- 
tion, which is already too profuſe. "= 

Catharties are alſo recommended for carrying off 
a part of this peccant matter by ſtool, and thus re- 
lieving the ſuperior parts, which for a long time, 
both night and day, diſcharge a conſtant ſtream of 
ſaliva, whereby the wretched patients are- entirely 
deprived of ſleep. . Be 

Yet great circumſpection is here needful; for it 
will appear, from what will be ſaid in the following 
ſection, that it is not in the leaſt to be wiſhed 
for, that all the force of the mercury ſhould paſs off 
by. ſtool. Let this matter be tried by a lenient pur- 
ging glyſter, the formula whereof may be ſeen in 
the Materia Medica. It is known, that this 1s called 
a cathartic glyſter, which ought to operate by pro- 
curing ſtools, but not hy ſimply expelling the fæces, 
for it 1s to be compoſed of a quadruple quantity of 
the ingredients which are 4 taken inwardly as 
a cathartic draught; whence the reaſon is evident 
why this is called a lenient glyſter. 

There is another preſcription to be taken inter- 
nally, which contains fifteen grains of diagridium, 
(which is ſcammony prepared with the fumes of ſul - 
phur) and ſix drachms of the ſyrup of roſes with ſena, 
and nothing more; ſo that it only contains a mild 
purging virtue. | | | 5 

I- would not venture to recommend more po-.-- 
erful cathartics, and much leſs thoſe which may 

| 2 4 create 
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ereate a vomiting. The celebrated Aſtruc onl 
adviſed the milder purges to be taken; but 15 
terwards adds, Imo, fi grave periculum immineat, 
cum aqua benedifia Rulandi, ſeu vino emetico, ad 
unciam unam & dimidiam : * nay, an ounce and 
« a half of aqua benedicta Rulandi, or emetic wine, 
6 if the danger ſhould be very threatning.” Who- 
ever ſhould but once ſee a man lying, in the mid- 
dle of a ſalivation, with all the inſide of his mouth 
ulcerated, his lips and cheeks ſwelled, ſtiff, and cor- 
roded, with his tongue painful, ſwelled, and cor- 
rodetl at the ſides, hanging out of the Huth, muſt 
certainly be ſtruck with horror if he ſhould think, 
that perhaps within a few minutes this wretch, after 
the'moſt rerrible ſickneſs, ſhould be ſeized with a 
violent vomiting.” The celebrated author foreſaw 
this difficulty afterwards, ſaying, Verum tamen, / 
ob præcluſum guttur a' tonfillarum tumore vomitio dif- 
ficilior eſſe videatur, preftaret,” gruna aliquot tartari 
tibiati folubilis, v. g. quinque, in aguæ libris duabus 
folvere, &, partitis bauſtibus, potanda præbere; fic 
enim frata, adeoque vomitioni promovendæ impar, de- 
orſum ire perget ſtibii vis, que _ fortior N 
furſum fadtura fuiſſet : But if the vomiting ſhould 
« be obſerved to be more difficult, on account of 
+ the throat contracted by the tumour of the ton- 
« fjls, it will be uſeful to diſſolve five grains of 
« emetic tartar in two pints of water, and to give 
« \t to be drank in divided draughts; for the doſe 
thus broken is ſo unequal to the promoting of 
« yomiting, that the emetic tartar will act by ſtool, 
6% which it given in a larger doſe would have proved 
6 4 violent mee | 
But certainly emetic tartar diluted, often pro- 
duces a ſickneſs and vomiting, though it for the 
molt part operates by ſtool : it is well known, that 
the ſtronger purges frequently excite a vomiting, 
Phen they begin to diſturb the body; but one reach; 


bs" I 
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ing only may do much miſchief here, if it be con- 
ſidered, what a miſerable ſtate the inſide of the 
mouth, the fauces, and tongye are in, during the 
ſalivation. Even in a ſound man, in whom theſe 
parts are entire, flexible, and moveable, the contents 
of the ſtomach are exploded with great impetuolity, 
and violent ſtrainings. How much is to be feared 
then when the tongue, tonſils, palate, and fauces are 
tumefied and grown tiff, leſt that any part of the 
contents of the ſtomach, expelled by the vomit, 
ſhould fall into the wind-pipe and endanger ſuffo- 
cation, unleſs inſtantly forced out by a very ſtron 5 
cough ! What tormenting pain muſt be ſuffere 
when all theſe parts, diſtended and inflamed, are ſo * 
rudely agitated! What dread: of a hemorrhage, 
which frequently happens during the time of ſali- 
yation, whilſt all theſe half-corroded parts are 
roughly ſhaken by a yomit or cough ! Whence, if I 
am not miſtaken, a vomit is to be avoided during 
the time of ſalivation. 

Therefore, as great caution was needful, in di- 
miniſhing too high a ſalivation by evacuations by 
ſtool, an attempt was made to derive the impetu- 
oſity, and quantity of humours from the head, and 
inſide of the mouth, by ſudorific remedies; for 
whilſt the ſkin was all over bathed with ſweat, it 
was hoped, that thoſe parts which ſeparate and diſ- 
charge the ſaliva would be leſs ſtrained; and that 
the exceſlive torrent of the ſalivation might be leſ- 
lened by this method. 

In Boerhaave's Materia Medica, xxxiv. grains of 
N Hlvii are recomm ended as a ſudorific 
or this purpoſe; but as this compoſition is not al- 
ways met with in the apothecaries ſhops in Germany, 
I ſhall ſay a few words concerning it. 

Diaſcordium, ſo called from the herb Scordium, 
which is a principal ingredient in this electuary, is 
deſcribed by Hieronymus Fracaſtorius, Lib. 3. de mot- 
tis 9 cap. 7. and bighly extolled for Cue 


nung 


_ . rity, in this electuary; but that varied in di 
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ring of contagious diſeaſes, particularly the plague: 
he therefore gave his patients a potion, which con- 
tained a dram of this electuary; two ounces of the 
Juice of Lujula, or wood ſorrel; an ounce of the juice 
of lemons; and an ounce of vinegar ; and two ſcru- 
ples ſpecierum cordial. de gemmis : but he particu- 
larly ſeems to have attributed all the medicinal 
power of this draught, for curing the plague, to 
the Diaſcordium, three fourth-parts of which conſiſt 
of honey ; whence fifteen grains of the other ingre- 
dients together were taken in this draught. If I 
miſtake not, this electuary conſiſted of — in- 
ee whence a ſmall ſhare of cach was in this 
aught, and therefore ſome were more willing to 
attribute the efficacy of this remedy to the acid 
Juices, rather than to the drachm of Diaſcordium 3 
and there 1s alſo ſome opium, but not a great — 
erent 
places: in ſome apothecaries ſnops, a drachm of 
Diaſcordium contains one third part of a grain of 
opium, but only one fourth part of a grain in Vi- 
enna. This compoſition 1s uſually to be found al- 
moſt in every apothecary's ſhop, but not exactly 
prepared like that which Fracaſtorius deſcribed. 
Franciſcus de le Boe Sylvius * campoſed another 
Diaſcordium different from the former, for he took 
many ingredients from it and added new ones; ſuch 
as radices angelicæ, folia cardui benedifii, crocum, aca- 
ciam, radicem imperatoriæ, nucem moſchatam : the 
reateſt difference conſiſted in this, that he added no 
oney to it, which increaſes the bulk but not the 
virtues of the remedy, in ſuch-like compoſitions z 
for he ordered all the ingredients to be digeſted in 
ſpirit of wine, which he diſtilled in an alembic over 
a ſlow fire; there then remained an extract in the 
bottom of the veſſel, which neither changed nor be- 
came corrupted : thus he gave a ſpecimen of the 
| * manner 


* Prax. Medic. Lib. I. Cap. XLVIII. 
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manner of compounding ſuch remedies in ſhops, 
which contain great virtues in a little compaſs. It 
plainly appears, that the proportion of the mixed 
opium to the reſt of the ingredients is increaſed, 
as no honey is added to the compoſition. The pro- 
portion of opium to the reſt of the imgredients 
cannot be exactly aſcertained in the Diaſcordium Syl- 
vii, as that may vary according to the conſiſtence 
of the extract at the bottom. Sylvius himſelf deter- 
mines fifteen grains to be a ſufficient doſe to ope- 
rate as a ſudorific : twenty grains, as hath been ſaid, 
are preſcribed in Boerhaave's Materia Medica. I 
have ſeen thirty grains, and more, given without 
any damage to the patient, | 
The concentrated virtues of the aromatics, and 
the aperient quality of the ſaffron, prove the efficacy 
of this remedy; it would be of the utmoſt ſervice 
if, after the exhibition of a purge, in this caſe, it 
could repreſs, alleviate, or lull the diſturbance ari- 
ſing from the operation of the cathartic, and alſo 
the extreme ſenſibility of the internal parts of the 
mouth, whereby the ſalivation is uſually augmented; 
and at the ſame time promote the derivation of the 
humours to another part, by raiſing ſweat. | 


SE C T. MCCCCLXXIV. 


JF the mercury runs off by ſtool, opiates 
and diaphoretics will be needful. | 


The effect of mercury, whether externally applied 
by friction, or internally taken, is a diſſolution of 
the humours of the body, and an evacuation of theſe 
humours ſo diſſolved, in a copious, fœtid ſaliva diſ- 
charged by the mouth. But it ſometimes happens, 
that all the mercury runs off by ſtool, which 1s not 
at all to be wiſhed for, A ſalivation no ſooner begins 
in 
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in ſome perſons, than a diarrhoea immediately fol- 
lows; to 2 againſt this, let a ſpoonful of the 
opiate medicine, preſcribed in Sect. 1469, be taken, 
after every doſe of the mercurial preparation, and 
alſo be frequently repeated between whiles, if the 
patient complains of a griping pain or rumbling of 
the bowels ; nor have I ever given another doſe of 
mercury until theſe complaints ſubſided: I alſo di- 
miniſhed the doſe of mercury, and gave it at longer 
intervals; if I obſerved that the — — were eaſily 
irritated. | 
But as the mouth grows painful before the ſali- 
vation begins, I ſuſpected that the painful, inflam- 
matory, ulcerating cauſe, applied to the internal 
arts of the mouth, might draw the putrid maſs of 
4 towards theſe places. Hence the ſame is 
to be dreaded from the griping pains, which happen 
in conſequence of the internal uſe of mercury; and, 
if the whole inſide of the mouth ſhould be all over 
ulcerated during the ſalivation, how many evils 
muſt enſue, if trom a hke conflux of humours, a 
falivation ſhould be formed by the inteſtines ! This 
certainly may be called an inteſtinal ſalivation, be- 
cauſe it performs the ſame effect, as I have learned 
in the Sete caſe. A thin lean woman, of thir- 
ty-four years of age, aſked my advice in regard to 
{ome pains, which ſhe had a long time ſuffered, in the 
inſide of her mouth, and a CE of which ſhe 
complained. I found a hole eat through the palate 
of her mouth, which was large enough to receive 
the top of a man's little finger. After I had 
for ſome days filled this ſapleſs body with water 
gruel, with an addition of a third part of milk, 
the pains in her mouth, &c, were diminiſhed, the 
fauces, before dry, ſeemed moiſt, and I attempted 
to excite a ſalivation by giving her mercurius dul- 
c:s, yet in a ſmall doſe only: ſhe was immedi- 
ately ruffied by a racking pain of the bowels, with 
2 flux by ſtool, and but light traces of a ſalivatian 
1 | appeared; 
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appeared; neither did her tongue or lips ſwell, fo 
that I could every day frequently view the ulcer 
in the palate of her mouth. I reſtrained the diar- 
rhœa with opiates ; I evidently faw the margins of 
of the ulcer grow moiſt, the width of the hole at 
bottom diminiſh, the corroded flefh replaced "with 
new, and the whole ulcer tend to a conſolidation. 
Still I went on, with great caution, in the uſe of the 
mercurius dulcis, which ſeemed as yet no way ac- 
tive. But afterwards a falivation ſuddenly came 
on : ſhe was ſeized with a vomiting, and a dyſentery, 
which I ſuppreſſed with opium; I kept up the ſali- 
vation by ſupporting her with-fuitable drink, &c. 
and thus ſhe was perfectly cured, and for many years 
after lived ſound and robuſt. KG GRIND 
As ſoon therefore as I perceived the mercury to 


operate by ſtool, I gave opiates, and that repeatedly, . 


until the pains of the abdomen and bowels were 
ſtopped. Such a preſcription is inſerted in Boer- 
haave's Materia Medica, where half a grain of opium 
is ordered to be given every quarter of an hour, un- 
til theſe ſymptoms ſubſide; Theriaca Andromacbi, 
ſpread upon leather, and applied in form of a plaſ- 
ter to the abdomen, is recommended for that ſame 
purpoſe: but as a free perſpiration through the ſkin 
is always recommended for the cure of a diarrhœa, 
(according to Hippocrates words * cutis raritas, alvi 


denſitas: When the ſkin is moiſt; the belly is in 


« a coſtive ſtate :”) hence ſudorifics, mixed with 
opiates, are alſo recommended in this caſe. Such a 
remedy, compoſed of Diaſcordium Sylvii, of which 
I have. ſpoken in the preceding ſection, is to be 
found in Boerhaave's Materia Medion. 


- * Epidem. VI. Charter Tom. IX, 5. 433. 
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TXT HEN the month, gums, and the 
* jaws, Of internal parts of the fauces, 
ſwell too much, of grow very painful, a ſoft 
lenient gargle or lotion is to be uſed, or as 
in Sect. 1473. e & 


It fometimes happens, eſpecially when a falivation 
is brought on by mercurial unction, that the mouth, 
gums, jaws, and tongue, contrary to expectation, 
are greatly ſwelled and inflamed, with excruciating 
in, ſo that no ſlight danger of a ſuffocation ariſes 
— the ſudden tumour of theſe parts. When a 
ſalivation is produced: by mercurials internally given, 
this ſeldom happens; becauſe, as ſoon as the pa- 
tients feel a ſlight itching in the gums, and the tecth 
in as it were to be raiſed, the prudent phyſician 
will entirely abſtain from the ufe of the mercury, 
or give but a ſmall doſe only, that he may keep up 
the preſent ſtate, as a ſalivation may enſue in a ſhorr 
time after: for it was before ſaid, that the efficacy 
of crude mercury can be far more eaſily reduced to 
a juſt medium when internally applied, than when 
externally rubbed — n v0 by 
I in ſuch a caſe; a ſtrong s immediately 
follows, the ſwelling of the parts, for the moſt part, 
-uſually. ſubſides, and the danger of ſuffocation from 
the exceſſive ſiae of the tumour is leſſened: yet 
the ſkilful practitioners are generally full of appre- 
henſion when à ſalivation ſuddenly / ariſes from a 
ſmall quantity of crude mercury; for experience 
hath taught, that the cure of the venereal diſeaſe is 
then leſs certain, and that the ſymptoms of the diſ- 
- eaſe" oftner return afreſh. The ſame hath __ 4 
| | erve 
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ſerved after a great inflammation of the internal 
parts of the mouth, together with a plentiful ſaliva- 
tion.“ Whence it appears, why the more prudent 
practitioners have always attempted to apply mer- 
cury in ſuch a manner that a moderate ſalivation 
ſhould follow, as was ſaid in Sect. 1471. The age, 
ſex, and ſtrength of the patient, muſt always be re- 
garded ; but when the diſeaſed perſon hes in theſe 
difficulties, he is immediately to be ſuccoured b 
perpetually ſupplying the inſide of his mouth wi 
warm decoctions ot emollient herbs; for the in- 
flamed and ſwelled internal parts of the mouth ſuf- 
fer very acute pain from the motions required in 
gargariſing them; beſides, a part of the gargariſm 
might fall into the aſpera arteria, and ſuffocate the 
- Patient, or at leaſt prove very troubleſome to him, 
if all that fell in ſhould be (expelled from the tra- 
chæa by a violent fit of coughing ; for certainly 
the inflamed and painful parts muſt be greatly ſhaken 
by a violent cough, ether! 
Such herbs are preſcribed in Boerhaave's Materia 
Medica, at Sect. 1426, the decoctions whereof may not 
only be uſed as above directed, but alſo be drank, 
and often injected in the manner of a glyſter; for 
they relax, open, and ſoften the parts, ſo as that a 
more copious ſali vation may flow. 1 D 
If ſome eaſe follow not immediately, the patient 
mult be bled; and it muſt be tried whether the 

quantity and impetuoſity of the humours cannot be 
drawn downwards by ſtool, that the over - great ſwel- 
lings in the upper parts may abate, as was obſerved 
in dect. 1473. It is indeed to be feared, leſt the 
inteſtines be greatly injured by this acrid and putrid 
filth; but nobody will heſitate in chooſing the 
ſlighter evil in ſuch a doubtful caſe. If, therefore, 
the internal parts of the mouth ſhould ſwell ſo 
much that a cathartic cannot be ſwallowed, a quad- 


ruple 
 ® Medical Eſſays and Obſervat, Tom. III. p. 327. 
l — * © Fe N bh v 


* 


392 TheVEntreaL DistaAsE. Sect. 1475. 
ruple doſe of theſe ingredients ſhould be injected by 
way of glyſter., farts; | 

Theſe evils ſometimes ought not to be aſcribed to 
thoſe who undertake the cure, but to the patients 
themſelves: I had a young man under cure, who 
was not ignorant of the medical art. I gave him ſome 
doſes of white precipitate, and the firft ſigns of an 
approaching ſalvation. readily appeared. I was de- 
firous, as aſual, to deſiſt from the farther applica- 
tion of mercury, until I firſt ſaw the progreſs of the 
ſalivation. The patient being diſſatisfied; and tired 
with this delay, ſent to an apothecary's for five 
grains of turbith mineral, unknown to me, and im- 
mediately ſwallowed that doſe, with a deſign, as he 
ſaid, either to cure, or kill himſelf quickly: having 
thus done, he opened the windows of the chamber 
in cold and tempeſtuous wet winter weather, threat: 
ening his nurſe with preſent death if ſhe attempted 
to ſtop this unadviſed and raſh ſtep. I was, in three 
hours after, haſtily called to ſuccour the wretch 
then at death's door: his head was all over exceſ- 
fively ſwelled ; his eyes were bloodſhed, ſwelled, and 
ſtarting out of his head ; his tongue, livid and ſwel- 
led, hung out of his mouth; his lips in like manner 
livid and ſwelled were inverted ; and he alſo la- 
boured under vaſt anxiety, ſo that I never beheld ſo 
horrid a ſpectacle, A neighbouring ſurgeon quickly 
bled him until ke fainted; I then preſcribed a ſtrong 
purging glyſter to be inſtantly given him, which 
diſcharged an incredible quantity of humours ; and 
the {ſwelling of the parts ſo ſubſided, that he could 
in a ſhort time breathe freely and ſwallow liquids : 
the ſalivation copiouſly flowed the day following, 
and proceeded happily every day after, until he was 
cured; yet he languiſhed for ſome months before 
he could recover his uſual ſtrength. | 
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HE ſalivation is to be continued until 
all the ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe 
vaniſh, which commonly takes up the time 
of thirty-ſix days. | 


The efficacy of crude mercury is evidently ob- 
ſerved in the parts affected by the venereal diſeaſe, 
which are viſible; for the puſtules ſubſide, are 
dried up, and ſcale off, or are ſometimes carried 
away by a ſuppuration; the foul bottoms of, the 
ulcers are cleanſed, and grow red ; the purple or livid 
colour of the adjacent ſkin gradually changes into 
its natural hue ; the nocturnal pains are diminiſhed ; 
the tophi and venereal gummata grow ſoft, and are 
diminiſhed in like manner; and the ſame is ſome- 
times obſerved in venereal complaints of the bones, 
particularly if recent, for this — is ſeldom ob- 
tained in thoſe of many years ſtanding, as they mueli 
longer perſiſt in their attack; the thin ſpongy bones of 
the noſe and palate often fall; and the lamellæ of the 
ſkull, corroded by the virus, are ſeparated from the 
other parts which are as yet ſound ; but time is re- 
quired for perfecting a cure of all theſe parts; Caſes 
alſo are ſometimes met with, which elude the efficacy 
of mercury. Argentum enim vivum, ſola vi vite 
adtum, hoc malum ſanat, motu expellit. Ideo & ejus 
medicata poteſtas haud valet corrigere Venereum tabum, 
quando ille figitur in locis, ad que atio cordis & arte- 
riaruin vis pertingit. Hinc cariem diploes cranii non 
ſanat ; ſed, in cellulas ejus ofſeas, conſumto pingui va- 
cuas, iners effuſus, ſtagnat. Inde & offium medullam 
inquinatam hoc malo vix repurgat. Gonorrheas, in 
ſolo celluloſa penis fabrica herentes, per quas vix ullus 
cirtumeuntium humorum impetus, nunguam ſanat ; licet 
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Luem, fimul dominantem, perfecte eo tempore tollat. 
Officula tenerrima, ſolis tenuibus tecta membranis, ſer- 
vare nequit, ne excidant. Sed mala Venerta, que la- 
titant in locis, per que arteriæ rubre, flave, ſeroſæ, 
pellucide, cœteræque, per quas liquida cum idonea ve- 
locitate ruunt, argentumque vivum in ſe admittere poſ- 
funt, atque illud fortiter urgere vitali poteſtate, per- 
fete ſanari queunt Mercurit virtute. Quæ profecto 
ebſervata proderunt Medico, ne diſſidat in his, ne va- 
nus fit in illis : . For quickſilver, agitated by the 
“ ſole force of life, cures this diſorder, and expels 
« it by motion: yet its medicinal power is not ſut- 
« ficient for correcting the venereal poiſon, when 
4 fixed in certain places to which the action of the 
« heart and arteries ſcarcely reaches; hence it heals 
“ not a caries in the diploe of the ſkull, but ſtag- 
% nates unactively in its boney cells, empty from 
« the conſumption of their fat or oily ſubſtance ; 
« hence it hardly purges the corrupted marrow of 
« the bones from this diſorder thoroughly. It never 
&« heals gonorrheas adhering only in the cellular 
fabric of the penis, through which the humours 
« circulate. with ſcarce any Oy : though it 
may perfectly cure the Lues, at the ſame time 
« predominant in the body, it cannot preſerve the 
tender ſpongious little bones, covered only with 
thin membranes, from being deſtroyed : but ve- 
« nereal complaints which lurk in places through 
«* which the red, yellow, ſerous, pellucid, and other 
&« arteries are diſtributed, through which the fluids 
« circulate with due velocity, and. can receive the 
« mercury, and ſtrongly propel it by the vital 
% powers, can be perfectly cured by its virtue. Theſ 
4 obſeryations, attended to, will prevent phyſicians 
from acting with diffidence in ſome caſes, and 
& with too much confidence in others.“ Hence it 
evidently appears in what ſenſe this rule is to be un- 
*y derſtood; 
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derſtood ; pergendum, donec omnia ſymptomata evanu- 
erint : * the cure is to be continued until all the 
« ſymptoms of the diſeaſe vaniſh ;” for if any ſymp- 
roms ſhould remain in places which the efficacy of 
the mercury has not reached; if carious bones have 
not been yet ſeparated from the ſound, and the 
patient ſhould under this pretext be continued in the 
ſalivation, he would certainly ſooner fink under it 
than be cured. Thele misfortunes often happen, 
when quacks, and old women, boaſting of the vir- 
rues of their noſtrums, impudently preſume to un- 
dertake a cure by ſalivation. 

By what indications therefore does the phyſician 
judge when it is proper to ſtop a ſalivation? It has 
been before proved by many obſervations, that the 
venereal virus is more eaſily mixed with viſcid, mu- 
cous, and particularly pinguious humours, and that 
it becomes more intricately blended with them. All 
the pinguious humours are diſſolved by the action 
of the mercury, all the viſcid are attenuated, and diſ- 
charged out of the body through various outlets, 
together with the virus adhering to them; therefore, 
when the patient's body is totally emaciated, when 
the venereal ulcers are cleanſed, leflened in ſize, and 
when yielding laudable matter they tend to conſolida- 
tion; then the ſalivation ſeems to have performed 
all that can be expected from it, and therefore the 
prudent phyſician will ſuffer it to decreaſe gradually 

until it ceaſes. 

Nec ſane actioni Mercurii, in tractanda bac invete- 

rata ægritudine, fas eſto, niſi prius, ne gutta quidem 
intacta, uni verſos corporis humores, qui ullo modo 
pingues ſunt, in aquam redigeris, expuleris de corpore, 
beque ſimul immiſtum his tabum Venereum ablueris 
quam per feFtifſime de corpore affefio. Aliter, fi quid 
reſtitit, ſtatim ac novi ex alimentis ſucci, qui ſemper 
tunc renaſcuntur, magis quam olim pingues, perfecte 
vaſa repleverint, ilico novus recrudeſcit morbus. Unde 
deducitur, rite non curari malum, nifi palleſcat inſtar 
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mortui æger, niſi emacietur prorſus, niſi alimentis inter 
curandum quam minime pinguibus nutriatur, niſi tam 
diu protrahatur ipſa curatio, donec antiqui humores 
omnino de corpore migraverint. Neque ideo uniuſcu- 


Juſque eſt, fortunato dirigere argentum vivum in fe- 
licem exitum: Neither is it right to treat this in- 


« yeterate diforder with the action of mercury, un- 
« leſs you have firft reduced every drop of all the 
„ humours of the body, which contain the leaſt fat, 
into water; you may then expel them, and there- 
with effectually cleanſe away the venereal poiſon 
<« intimately mixed with theſe humours ; otherwiſe, 
if any thing remains, as ſoon as the new juices of 
the aliments, which then are always renewed more 
* fat than the former, perfectly fill the veſſels, the 
« diſeaſe inſtantly repullulates. Whence it is in- 
« ferred, that the diſorder is not perfectly cured ; 
unleſs the patient grows as pale as a dead corpſe, 
« unleſs he is emaciated to the laſt degree; unleſs 
„the aliments, with which he is nouriſhed during 
4 the cure, be no way fat; unleſs his cure is con- 
* tinued until all the old humours have been en- 
c tirely evacuated from the body. It is not there- 
fore the talent of every one, to direct a mercurial 
'« courte with ſucceſs.” | 
Thus the limits of a ſallvation may be excellently 
-well defined, 'and the reaſon alſo appears, why thir- 
ty-fix days have been uſually appointed for the courſe 
cf a ſalivation. It was ſaid in Sect. 1471, that a dif- 
charge of four pints of ſaliva every twenty-four 
hours was ſufficient ; therefore 144 pints are diſ- 
charged during the courſe of the ſalivation, at the 
rate of four pints per day, and 108 at the rate of 
three. But it is certain, that the flux is not ſo 
copious in the beginning, and when he ſalivation 
verges to an end, but when it is at its height, a 
much greater quantity of ſaliva is diſcharged. If 
| e the 
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the diſcharges alſo by ſtool, urine, particularly by 
ſweat (for he patient lies in a warm room, and well 
covered) be computed, it will appear, that all the 
old humours have migrated from the body, and the 
venereal virus with them, if the cure turns our ſuc- 
ceſsful : there alſo appears a neceſſity of feeding the 
patient with a liquid, thin, antiputreſcent diet, no 
ways fat, during the courſe of the ſalivation. Let a 
decoction of barley, oats, rye, or bread, be given, 
mixed with a third part of milk; then broths made 
of white tender fleſh meats, from which all the fat 
muſt be ſkimmed, and to which a little orange: juice 
may be added: theſe aliments alone commonly come 
into uſe, as the internal ſwelled, painful, and cor- 
roded parts of the mouth, cannot bear any others. 
Let a {mall quantity of theſe be given at frequent re- 
petitions, that the ſtrength may be ſuſtained. 


8 EC T. MCCCCLXXVII. 


; HEN. a gentle doſe of mercury is now 

and then to be taken during thirty-fix 
days more, that the traces of a very gentle ſpit- 
ting may remain. 761 


It may appear wonderful, 'that the uſe of mercury 
ſhould be ſtill recommended for thirty-ſix days more; 
though even but moderately taken in leſſer doſes, 
or at longer intervals, after the patient has under- 
gone a ſalivation: it is not here intended to excite 
a new ſalivation, but to hold the humours of the 
body fo diſſolved, that if any part of the venereal 
virus ſtill remains, whether circulating with the hu- 
mours, or adhering to ſome part or other, it may 
be waſhed away from thence by a plentiful quantity 
of diluting liquids, and the patient be entirely freed; 
from this filthy diſeaſe » he muſt allo abſtain from 
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fat and rich diet, from wine and ſpirituous liquors 
during all this time: care is alſo to be taken, that 
theſe much-exhauſted bodies ſhould not be ſuddenly 
filled with nouriſhment, even of the beſt kind. An 
oily ſubſtance is contained in even the pooreſt and 
leaſt nutritious food. A cow drinks pure water, 
and feeds only upon graſs and vegetables which 
contain a watery juice, not in the leaſt oily; yet 
many pints of milk are twice a day milked from 
this ſound animal, which afford a large quantity of 
fat butter: hence the prudent phyſicians dread the 
uſe of ſavoury or rich food after a falivation, and 
therefore enjoin their patients a ſevere diet. Tired 

of theſe reſtrictions and their former ſufferings, they 
are often found leſs obedient than they ought, but 
their refractorineſs is always attended with danger 
to themſelyes, and creates their phyſicians much 
trouble. 7 Oy! 

J haye oftentimes beheld ſuch calamities ; and, 
amongſt other patients, I had a young man, who, 
ſix wecks before, had lain with a woman whom he 
knew to be infected with the venereal diſeaſe: a 
venereal chancre broke out the day following on 
the inſide of the prepuce, and buboes afterwards 
aroſe in the groin, together with an intolerable noc- 

turnal pain in the head, which ceaſed upon the e- 
ruption of a great number of red ſpots on the fore- 
head; then he began to complain of a pain in the 
noſe, and a little after, the inſide of his mouth grew 
painful; fearing then the moſt terrible complaints, 
i perſuaded him to undergo a ſalivation. Eleven 
grains of white precipitate were ſufficient to excite 
and keep up a falivation during the uſual period. 

I earneſtly adviſed him to obſerve the rule of diet 
I preſcnbed for him, for fear of a relapſe : he pe- 
tulantly laughed at my precaution, and ſhewed me 
fome empty bottles, out of which he had drank Bur- 

f 1 wine the night before at ſupper, with his 
Friends, together with the remainder of a ham of which 


he 
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be had alſo eaten; boaſting that nothing could be 
more ſavoury. In ſeven weeks after, the filthy ſpots 
broke out afreſh on his forehead, and his pains, and 
ulcerations in the inſide of his mouth returned again; 
then by a copious uſe of the decoction of the roots 
of Bardana, China, and Sarſaparilla, with now- and 
then an hydragogue mercurial purge pay to- 
gether with a reftriftion to a ſevere courſe of diet, 
the diforder was again cured. EWA 

In another ſimilar cafe, a ſecond ſalivation was ne- 
ceſſary to carry off the ſymptoms of the venereal 
diſeaſe, for they returned with greater violence than 
at firſt : but this patient paid due regard to my ad- 
vice after this ſecond ſalivation, for I {aw him twelve 
years after perfectly ſound, and bleſt with a fine 
wife, and healthy robuſt children. 

For if any part of the old leaven till remains in 
the body after a falivation, the diſeaſe indeed be- 
comes filent and affords a falſe truce, as long as the 
vital powers are weak,' or until the humours be- 
cons pinguious, when the ſymptoms again repul- 
ulate. | | 
The cure of the venereal diſeaſe is in like manner 
to be moſt certainly depended on, if all the ulcers 
are cicatrized with firm ſcars, and if no ſymptoms 
of the priſtine diſorder bud out again after a gene- 
rous way of living, and a number of years have 
elapſed. | 

t appears from all that has been hitherto ſaid 
concerning a ſalivation, that it but ſeldom occaſions 
danger of life, if the perſon who directs the cure is 
prudent and ſkilfu], and the patient readily conforms 
to the dictates of his phyſician ; particularly if a fah- 
vation is brought on by mercurial remedies inter- 
nally taken, for we can' much better moderate, di- 
minith, or augment their efficacy, I never loſt a ſin- 
gle patient in a falivation; one only was in very 
great danger, owing to his own raſhneſs and impru- 
dence, as before appeared. 

Aa 4 Phy- 
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Phyſicians in general readily allow, that the cure 
by ſalivation is pregnant with very dangerous and 
tireſome accidents. The celebrated Boerbaave,“ who 
recommends ſalivation as an efficacious method of 
Curing the venereal. diſeaſe, adviſes, that great care 
is {till neceſſary to recover the patient after a ſali- 
vation; Niſi enim curatum jam bominem per menſem 
unum alterumve a pinguibus arcueris pabulis, atque 
putreſcentibus facile cobibueris, dolebis fruſtra, te 47 
cruciaſſe miſerum crudeli duriſſimi remedii tortura ; 
guum fere ſemper , aliquid hereat, unde ſepultus reſur- 
gat morbus, novaſque vires capiat: © unleſs you con- 
< fine the man already cured for one month or two 
from high living, and reſtrain him from putre{- 
« cent ahments, you will in yain grieve to have ex- 
„ cruciated the wretch with the cruel tortures of the 
s moſt ſevere and dangerous remedy; as ſomething 
% commonly always lurks behind, from whence the 
« ſeemingly-extinguiſned diſeaſe may repullulate a- 
« gain and gather new force“ 
The very acute pains of the corroded tongue, 
-which is ſometimes ſplit into deep fiſſures ;_ the hæ- 
morrhage from the internal corroded parts of the 
mouth, which often happens when the teeth are rot- 
ten, 4 and ſometimes in ſo great a quantity, that it 
requires to be repreſſed with a hot iron; the difficulty 
of ſwallowing, which is almoſt totally obſtructed; 
the quantity af ſaliva flowing night and day, and 
which deprives the miſerable patients of all fleep ; 
the falling out of the ſdundelf teeth, from whence 
the patients become toothleſs in the flower of their age 
from this diſeaſe ; the internal parts of the mouth cor- 
roded, which ſometimes grow to each other, ſo that the 
_ Jaws cannot be afterwards moved; the tongue ſome- 
times growing to the gums, or inſides of the cheeks ; 
Nliſeries thus ſuffered by the excruciated patients, 


during 
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during the time of the cure, make them often wiſh' 
for death, that they may be releaſed from ſo _y 
calimiries. 

It is indeed true, that theſe moſt cruel evils hap- 
pen generally when unſkilful perſons preſide over 
the cure, as too often happens in the Lues: it can- 
not however be denied, that a falivation is the moſt 
troubleſome method of cute. All the authors who 
have deſcribed the method of adminiſtering a ſaliva-· 
tion throughout its courſe, may be conſulted on this 
head. 

Imagination cannot picture a more horrid, ſhocks 
ing, miſerable ſpectacle, than to behold a great num- 
ber of patients in the heighth of a ſalivation, lying 
in the extenſive wards of an hoſpital appropriated to 
the cure of the venereal diſeaſe. If any thing was 
capable of deterring giddy youth from the ſnares of 
licentiouſneſs, ſurely it would be this filthy and dreads 
ful ſighht. 0 
No wonder en that obificians levy wiſhed 
to be able to cure the venereal diſeaſe without this 
filthy ſalivation. Jobannes Almenar,* a Spaniſh phy- 
fician, whom the celebrated Abruc + (not without 
reaſon) judges worthy of being numbered amon 
the moſt antient writers on the Gallic diſeaſe, indeed 
uſed mercurial unctions for-curing that diſeale, but 
ſtill endeavoured to hinder a falivation from comi 
on in conſequence thereof. Theſe are his words: 
In generatione ſaniei febres & dolores fiunt magis, quam 
fatto ſanie; & ideo optimum, & fingulare, eo tunc ad. 
minifirare ſolutivum, ut, anteguam humor per os ex- 
fellatur, deorſum evacuetur; & fic nocumentum in ore 
evitatur, ut ego ſæpius exper tits ſum; aut, , puſtulas, 
aut plagas ulteroſas, habuerit, ibi attrabentia ponan- 
tur, ut humor inde evacuetur,” & ab ore divertatur : 
„The pain and fever run higher while putrid 
matter 
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<5" matter is forming, than when that matter is al- 
ready formed; therefore the beſt and only remedy 
« in ſuch a caſe is to adminiſter a ſolutive purge, 
that the humours may be evacuated by ſtool, be- 
fore they are expelled at the mouth, that fo the in- 
<.juries annoying the mouth may be avoided ; as I 
have often experienced; or if the patient ſhould 
* have puſtules, or ulcerous wounds, let drawing 
<, ers be applied to them, that the humour may 
< be from thence evacuated, and diverted from the 
* mouth.” Hence it appears, that the method of 
curing the venereal diſcale without a ſalivation, had 
already been uſed on the firſt appearance of this diſ- 
eaſe in Europe: many others recommended it af- 
terwards, viz. Amatus Lufitanus, ſo called, Leonar- 
dus Botallus, &c. Afterwards this was called the 
Montpellier method. The patients were rubbed with 
mercurial ointments, or had various parts of their 
bodies covered with plaſters which contained crude 
mercury : others gave various mercurial preparations 
internally. As ſoon as the breath began to ſmell 
ſtrong, and the teeth as it were to riſe, they inſtantly 
purged the patient, that an immediate ſalivation 
might be avoided, and thus endeavoured to diſcharge 
the humours by ſtool, which would have otherwiſe 
flowed out at the mouth. The uſe. of purges was 
rſiſted in until the patient's mouth was no more 
painful, fcetid, nor hot; then mercury was applied 
afreſh to the body, until the ſigns of an approach- 
ing ſalivation appeared, which was again prevented 
by purges given the patient. They thus proceeded 
in this method, alternately exciting and checking the 
ſalivation, until all the ſymptoms of the Lues va- 
niſhed. This method was by ſome called, curing 


the venereal diſeaſe per extinctionem, becauſe the be- 
ginning ſali vation was in a manner extinguiſhed by 
repeated purges. 
But there is another method of curing the vene- 
real diſeaſe by unction, without cauſing a * 
ah 3 + | an 
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and without giving theſe purging remedies to check 
the ſalivation. The celebrated Chevalier *. ſays, he 
has made uſe of this method in America; and he 
entirely condemns a ſalivation as uſeleſs, and even in- 
jurious, ſo that he would always have it carefully 


avoided : he calls this method per extinqtionem, by 


« extinction.” It conſiſts in this, that a ſmaller quan- 
tity of crude mercury is every time rubbed into the 
ſkin, than when a ſalivation is intended to be ex- 
cited by mercurial frictions: he deduces the utility 
of theſe frictions from this cauſe, that by them a 
greater quantity of mercury enters the patient's 


body, and that no part of it is evacuated from thence 


either by ſtool or ſalivation; for he adviſes the in- 
ſide of the patient's mouth to be carefully inſpected 
every day, and orders the frictions to be immedi- 
ately abſtained from, if the leaſt ſigns of an ap- 
proaching ſalivation appear : and alſo adviſes, that 
theſe frictions are not to be repeated until all the 
threatening ſymptoms of a ſalivation have firſt to- 
tally diſappeared. But as ſoon as theſe ſigns of a 
future ſalvation vaniſh, he recommends the mouth 
to be rinced with a decoction. of plantain, in every 
pint of which twelve grains of allum have been diſ- 
ſolved. WS? 

He attributes the happineſs of the cure particularly 
to this circumſtance, that by this method a greater 
quantity of crude mercury may be mixed with the 
humours, of the human body, and may for a longer 
time be moved with them through the veſſels ; from 
whence follows a greater diſſolution of all the hu- 
mours, which he believes ſufficient for a cure; for 
he ſtates the following as a practical axiom. Redde 
ſanguinem & hympbam fluidiora, & deftruxiſti virus: 
„ Render the blood and lymph more tluid, and you 
have deſtroyed the virus. | 
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Botallus treated + young infants, infected with 
the venereal diſeaſe, almoſt in the ſame manner : 
but as remedies are but with great difficulty taken 
by them, parcius igitur in tis agendum eſt, imo quam 
parciſſime, leviſſimeque, ſtatim deſinendo ab illitu, dum 
leviuſculum quidquam ori apparere inceperit : * they 
are therefore to be very tenderly treated, and the 
« unction muſt immediately be abſtained from, as 
* ſoon as any ſlight injury begins to appear in the 
% mouth.” It is indeed true, that he ordered them 
to be rendered laxative, by purging their nurſes with 
ſena lea ves, or thoſe of polypody, boiled in their vic- 
tuals: but Botallus candidly confeſſes to have learned 
the method of curing infants with mercurial oint- 
ment, from a woman who had thus cured her own 
ſon, hardly two years old, who had been infected 
by a diſeaſed nurſe. The child infected the mother, 
who now and then ſuckled him, without the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of any ill conſequences, and ſhe unknow-/ 
ingly infected her huſband. The parents were, by 
the advice of Botallus, and his brother, alſo a phyſi- 
cian, cured of the venereal diſeaſe with mercurial 
frictions, nothing however was applied to the child; 
but ſome of this mercurial unction was by chance 
left, which the mother privately ſaved, and anointed 
her ſon with it, unknown to the phyſician and her 
huſband. Botallus, in a few days after, ſeeing the 
child both lively and cured, in his mother's lap, he 
enquired from whence ſo great a change in him could 
have happened ? as the huſband was preſent, and 
might have blamed her for this raſh ſtep, ſhe then 
made no anſwer ; but another time Botallus, finding 
her alone, earneſtly enquired what had occaſioned the 
child, who was ſo wretchedly infected before, to be 
then ſo ſound. ' The mother, upon his promiſe of 
ſecrecy, made the following declaration. Artus, ait, 
ter illeui leviter, &, diebus alternis, gingivas ubi ru- 
beſcere 
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beſcere conſpexi, ab illitionibus quievi; ſtillavit huic 
05; ſed non muitum, neque diu; eumque a conjuge omni 
induſtria divertebam, ne, conſcius fatti, culparet me cri- 
minis; verum, divino nutu, non minus proſpere infanti 
ceſſit, quam nobis iꝑſis; fic ut omnes firmiter domi va- 
leamus : I ſlightly anointed his joints, ſays ſhe, 
< three times on alternate days, and when I ſaw his 
% gums grow red, I ſtopped my hand; he ſpit, 
$6 = not much, nor for any long time; and I was 

very diligent in keeping him away from my huſ- 
e band, leſt he ſhould find fault with me if he knew 
« what I had done: but the diſeaſe, by divine per- 

miſſion, was cured, no leſs happily in the infant 
<* than ourſelves, ſo that we are all perfectly re- 
« covered.” 

Many phyſicians were of opinion, that an old 
confirmed Lues could not be radically extirpated 
without a ſalivation, and indeed a ſevere one. 
| Yet the celebrated Aſtruc, who recommends ſa- 
livation, and believes it to be uſeful, judged, that 
it was not abſolutely neceſſary for expelling the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe ; from whence he believes, ſalivationem 
medentibus cynoſure inſtar eſſe, unde poſſint certius col- 
ligere, tum quanta Mercurii copia admiſſa fit, tum 
quantam vim Mercurius admiſſus exerat in ſanguinem ; 
atque adeo, unde ſciant, remedii efficaciam, pro nata 
morbi natura, aut inveteratione, tutius moderars : 
« that a ſalivation is as a cynoſure, or guiding ſtar, 

to phyſicians; from whence they can more cer- 
tainly judge in what quantity the mercury is ad- 
mitted into the conſtitution, and what power that 
admitted mercury exerts in the blood, and fo 
know how to moderate the efficacy of the remedy 
© more ſafely, according to the recent or inveterate 
« ſtate of the diſeaſe,” But it certainly ſeems hard 
to expoſe the diſeaſed to the grievous hardſhips of 
a ſalivation, that a phyſician may better know the 


quantity 
De Morbis Vetiereis, Lib. It. cap. IX, p. 140. * 
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quantity of mercury admitted into the body, toge- 
ther with its action, as that can be more commo- 
diouſly determined: for when it is internally admi- 
niſtered, I can exactly determine both the weight and 
quantity thrown into the body ; and ſhall be able to 
judge its effect from obſerving the decreaſe of the 
13 of the Lues. But it is manifeſted by no 
experiment, whether the filthy virus of the Lues is 
moſt happily expelled by a ſalivation, as being the 
moſt natural way. Aftruc acknowledges, that it may 
be expelled by other ways; from whence he ſays, 
that if a ſalivation fails, opus fit, evacuationes alias 
quaſdam ſubſtitui, quaſi vicarias, natura quidem, per 
ſudorem, vel urinam, arte vero, per alvum, ut virus 

ua data porta palſſit effiuere : It is neeeſſary to ſup- 
« ply the defect thereof by certain other evacua- 
* tions, which are as it were its natural ſubſtitutes ; 
« either by ſweating, urine, or by ſtool, aſſiſted by 
art, ſo that the virus may be diſcharged at the 
<« readieſt outlet.” Beſides, we certainly know that 
the fœtid ſtench of a ſalivation proceeds not from 
the Lues, but from the quickſilver, even though 
bur orice rubbed into the body. The ſoundeſt men 
often ſuffer a ſalvation by rubbing others with mer- 
curial unctions, as is too well known. 

Hence 1 began to ſuſpect, that a ſalivation is not 
abſolutely requiſite for curing the venereal diſeaſe, 
or at leaſt but a ſlight one only. The celebrated 
Alruc I favoured this opinion, by requiring a ſali- 

vation to be ſo tempered, and ſo flight, as only to 
cauſe a few ulcers in the mouth. He would even 
have a ſalivation to be 'induſtriouſly avoided by a 
low and ſparing adminiſtration of mercury; or if 
it ſhould appear, it is to be artfully repreſſed by ca- 
thartics, at leaſt in caſes where the courſe of a ſa- 
livation appears not to be ſuſtained without danger 
of the patient's lifſme. | 
q 3% 45 But 

* De Morbis Venereis, Lib. II. Cap. IX. p. 149. : 
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But all who have undertaken to cure the venereal 
diſeaſe know, that crude mercury cannot be ſo eaſily 
reſtrained when it begins to grow active, particularly 
when applied by way of unction. It before ap- 
peared, in Sect. 1473, 1474, that the force of mer- 
cury ruſhes not forth always with impunity by ſtool, 


 . as it is juſtly to be feared, that the quantity of acrid 


ſaliva which corrodes the internal parts of the mouth, 
may paſs through the inteſtines, and excite ſimilar 
evils in them. Beſides, all men are not in the ſame 
manner affected by crude mercury, for a ſmall quan- 
tity ſoon brings on a ſtrong ſalivation, and keeps it 
up for a long time in ſome perſons, whilſt the fame 
quantity ſhows no ſigns of its activity in others 
which creates a freſh difficulty again. 

I attentively viſited the patients, under my care 
for the venereal diſeaſe, ſeveral times in a day; I 
compared their caſes with the obſervations I had for- 
merly made, and ſo I believe that I have ſeen the 
firſt ſigns in venereal ulcers, when the crude mercu- 

received into the body, began to become active, 
th I had as yet obſerved no ſigns of an ap- 
proaching ſalivation. For when I ſaw the bottoms of 

the ulcers grow moiſt, the ſloughs looſen, and the 
colour of 9 ſkin grow natural; I then en- 
deavoured to preſerve this preſent ſtate longer, by 
not haſtening the ſalivation by repeated doſes of 
mercury, but rather poſtponing them ; yet I gave 
no purges : the nocturnal pains began to abate, and 
the buboes diminiſhed in bulk. 
Encouraged by this ſucceſs, I began to think of 
ſome other mercunal remedy, which might certainly 
be of great efficacy, but yet that could be diluted 
at will, and ſo tried in a very ſmall doſe. 

Bur as the explanation of the virtue of crude mer- 
cury, ſolely attributed to its gravity and diviſibility, 
was leſs pleaſing to me, and I believed there was ſome 
other virtue contained in it, as I have endeavoured 
to demonſtrate by many arguments, in Se& 1467. 1 
| Was 
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was therefore the more induced to make ſome expe- 

riments concerning its efficaſ xp. . 
I formerly tried many experiments concerning the 
ſolutions of metals, in curing of difficult diſeaſes; 
for J confeſs, that I hoped for much ſucceſs from 
thence: for vegetable and animal particles are, for 

| Ye moſt part, all ſooner or later ſubdued by the 
force of our veſſels and viſcera, ſo that they are en- 
tirely aſſimilated to our fluids. Metals always re- 
main, for the moſt part, unchanged in the body, 
until they are expelled from thence, for they retain 
their qualities as long as they continue there. Iron, 
for example; the moſt common and ſalutary metal, 
is almoſt conſtantly found in vegetables and animals: 
it paſſes through the veſſels of our bodies with our 
fluids, without any change: hence it is even found 
in the coal of burnt honey, in the red part of the 
blood, and in the human calculus, as was mentioned 
upon another occaſion. 

But iron, and other metals, are moſt eaſily 
borne by the body, and yet operate efficaciouſly 
when they are very much diluted; and in no manner 

irritate the bowels or inteſtines, but introduce them- 
ſelves into the moſt inward receſſes of the body, 
without cauſing. any troubleſome ſymptom : fo iron 
is naturally drank by us in acid ferrugineous waters, 
impregnated with iron, diſſolved by its menſtruum, 
not as yet perhaps well known, nor hitherto eaſily 
imitated. | 
I have tried fome other .experiments on divers 
metals converted by proper menſtrua into vitrio], 
then diluted by a large quantity of water. Can- 
not metals thus be really rendered potable ? 

The vitriols of metals conſiſt of a diluting water, 
a diſſolvent acid, and the diſſolved metal: as long as 
theſe three remain intimately mixed, the vitriol is 
pellucid, which may at will be diluted in any quan- 
tity of water; and if even one grain is diluted in 

an hundred pints of water, a proportionable * 
oy 


Set. 1477. The VENEREAL Drszase, 369 


lic particle of the vitriol, will adhere to every ſin- 
gle drop of the maſs, as may be ocularly demon- 
{trated by chemical experiments. If you leave the 
vitriol dry by exſiccation, it no longer remains pel- 
lucid ; if the diſſolvent acid is forced out from it 
by a greater degree of heat, a corroded metal re- 
mains, which can be no more diſſolved by water, 
and 1s called ochre, 

Bur whilſt theſe three, the water, the acid, and 
the metal, are united in the vitriol, there proceeds 
new virtues from thence which were not in any ſin- 
gle one of theſe, but created by the umon of them 
all, | 

The vitriol of filver (of itſelf inſipid) arquires 
a very bitter and acrid taſte : if a thin plate of cop- 
per is put into pure water, which contains a twen- 
tieth part of this vitriol diflolved in it, all the 
ſilver becomes inſipid as before, for all the bitterneſs 
_ vaniſhes. ; 

Whilſt I conſidered all theſe circumſtances, I was 
inſpired with a thought of trying the vitriol of mer- 
cury, but very much diluted. We all acknowledge 
the remarkable efficacy of crude mercury, in curing 
the venereal diſeaſe ; but I cheriſhed a hope of being 
perhaps able to cure that diſeaſe by ſuch a moſt et- 
ſicacious mercurial remedy, without a ſalivation, 
which I was greatly deſirous of. 

I indeed knew, that quickſilver readily diſſolves 
in aqua forts, and 0 of nitre: aqua regia, and 
ſpirit of ſea (alt, diſſolve it more difficultly. But I 
alſo knew,“ that if one part of quickſiiver, and 
rwo parts of decrepitated ſea falt, finely pounded 
for a long time, be put together in a cucurbit, or 
crucible of glaſs, and digeſted five or fix hours over 
a ſtrong fire, that the glaſs, when it cools, being 
broken, produces ſolid, dry, ſublimated mercury, in 
the form of vitriol. Ef enim verum vitriolum ar- 

Vor. XVII, B b | genti 
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genti vivi ſolidum, ficcum, in atre ipſo ſatis conſtans. 
Baſis bujus vitrioli eſt argentum vivum puriſſimum; 
altera pars eft ſpiritus ſalis marini omnium meraciſ- 
fimus, qui ulla arte haberi poteſi, bic forma ſolida ex- 
Nene For it is a real, dry, ſolid, vitriol of quick- 
« filver, undiſſolvable in the air itſelf ; the pureſt 
« quickſilver is the baſis of this vitriol ; another 
* part thereof is the Jun ſpirit of ſea ſalt that can 
Kc mee free from adulteration, herein exiſt- 
* ing in a ſolid form.“ Beſides, if quickfilver, 
diſſolved in ſpirit of nitre, is put into a retort, 
and if all the ſpirit is drawn off even until the mer- 
cury is dry, by diſtilling the mixture over a ſand 
heat, and at laſt, for two or three hours, raiſing the 
fire to the firſt degree; then, in the bottom of the 
retort, is found quickſilver in the form of a ſo- 
lid maſs, of a more lively red colour than ſcar- 
let: this, in the apothecaries ſhops, is called red 
precipitate, which hath a remarkable fixibility; 
when on the contrary, the ſpirit of ſea ſalt becomes 
a half volatile maſs. with the diſſolved quickſilver, 
it is called ſublimated mercury; and becauſe it no 
ſooner touches any animal parts than it corrodes and 
converts them into a dead eſchar, it is from hence 
juſtly rermed corroſive. | | 
The known acrimony of this remedy did not de- 
ter me, for being able ro dilute the ſolution at will 
by water, 1 could begin theſe experiments, even with 
a thouſandth part of a grain, if I was willing, The 
opinion which we read,* and have from the moſt 
excellent maſter in phyſic, certainly added to my 
courage. Sapor bujus vitrioli terribilis, auſterus, 
Granum unum, aqua uncia dilutum, dat remedium coſ- 
meticum prudenter uſurpantibus. Venenum omnium in- 
ſeforum cutaneorum, fimplici lotura. Si drachma talis 
miſture, ſyrupo violaceo mitificata, potatur bis, terve, 
in die, mira præſtat in multis morbis incurabilibus. At 
5 | WOT OE Io. | prudenter, 
H. Boerhaave Chemiæ, Tom. II p. 481. Proceſſu. 198. p. 
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prudenter, a prudente Medico Abſtine, fi methodum 
neſcis! © Diſagreeable is the taſte of this terrible 
< vitriol : one grain of it diluted in an ounce of 
« water, produces a coſmetic remedy, for thoſe 
« who ule it prudently. It deſtroys all cutaneous 
<« inſets by one fimple waſhing. Let a dram of 
this ſolution, mixed in ſyrup of violets be drank 
« twice or thice times a day, for it yields wonder- 
ful effects in many incurable diſeaſes 3 but let it 
* be prudently admmiſtered by a ſkilful phyfician, 
* and let the ignorant abſtain from it.” 

Nor did I immediately apply this remedy to the 
cure of the venereal diſeaſe. I firſt began with the 
twentieth part of a grain diluted in a pint of pure 
water; dividing this doſe in ſuch a manner that it 
might be all taken in the ſpace of twenty-four hours 
by a poor woman of fifty years of age, who for 
many years had an ulcer in her right leg, much big- 
ger than the palm of a man's hand, and which daily 
diſcharged a quantity of fœtid ſanies, and was a- 
cutely painful, yet there was not the leaſt reaſon to 
ſuſpect it proceeded from any venereal cauſe. I 
dreſſed the ulcer, with the emplaſtrum diapompho- 
lygos of the ſhops. I gradually augmented the doſe, 
until ſhe took a quarter of a grain within the ſpace 
of a day; but, when T augmented the quantity of 
the ſublimate, I alſo augmented the quantity of wa- 
ter. As ſoon as I obſerved the ulcer cleanſe, and 
the diſcharge grow thick and leſs fœtid, I continued 
the ſame doſe for ſome time. When I thought the 
diſorder at a ſtand, and the cure did not advance, I 
again added a twentieth part of a grain, and fo on, 
until ſhe at length took half a grain diluted in two 
pints of water at leaſt, in the twenty-four hours, I 
ordered a nouriſhing emollient diet for this patient, 
who was almoſt in want of every thing. That I 
might be certain that the cure could be aſcribed t© 
no other remedy but to that alone which I had given 
her, I only ordered 11 infuſion of elde: flowers, 
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to which a third part of milk was added, to be 
drank at will by her, and no purgative medicine 
whateyer. The ulcer was in the ſpace of three 
months cured, and firmly cicatrized, and ſhe en- 
joyed much better health than before, which may be 
attributed to better food, and her being releaſed from 
her former uneaſineſs of mind; as when cured ſhe 
was able to fallow her uſual buſineſs, and procure 
herſelf the neceſſaries of life. 

Confirmed in the uſe. of this remedy, by ſome 
other ſimilar cafes, I then began to apply it in cu- 
ring the venereal difeaſe, and conceived great hopes 
of ſucceſs from thence. - Still it happened unluckily, 
that ſome perſons, a long time after having fwallowed 
this remedy, felt a very diſagreeable ſenſation of 
roughneſs in the inner parts of the mouth; as I 
from thence dreaded ſome miſchief, 1 greatly dimi- 
niſned the quantity of the remedy, but the efficacy 

thereof decreaſed proportionably. 
I have ſince ſeen a vomiting cauſed by the two 
firſt doſes, from a large quantity of the corroſive 
ſublimate, diflalyed in water; and always after, it 
created a nauſea and ſickneſs, with a ſenſible heat in 
the ſtomach, and the internal parts of the mouth, 
but without a vomiting: moreover there followed 
griping pains, evacuations by ſtool, and borborygmi. 
But it is to be remarked, that when ſeven grains of 
the corroſive ſublimate were diſſolved in eight ounces 
of ſpring water, and that a ſick woman took a 
ſpoonful of this ſolution morning and evening, ſo 
that the Whole quantity was taken in the ſpace of 
eight days, a ſalivation enſued in a ſhort time, and 
then a happy cure of many very bad ulcers.* N 
As I began by the moſt minute doſe with my 
patient, and never gave her more than half a grain 
every twenty-four hours, and that diluted in a far 
greater quantity of water, the cure was the ſlower, 
Pes was attended with no inconvenience. 
were Ls e e e But 
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But whilſt I was trying various experiments in 
expectation that I might be enabled to give my pa- 
tlents ſuch a quantity of corroſive ſublimate, and ſo 


diluted as not to cauſe any heat in the mouth, jaws, 


ſtomach, or belly, nor irritate the bowels, but ſtill 
that it ſhould perform an effectual cure, I received 
a letter from Ribeira Sanchez, the empreſs of Ruſſia's 
chief phyſician, a man of great erudition, whom I 
always held and do hold in great eſteem : he in this 
letter informs me, that an old ſurgeon, morning and 
evening, gave an ounce of the following remedy even 
in the moſt deſperate venereal caſes: R. Mercurii 
ſublimati corrofivi drachmam, ſpiritus fermentati ex 


hordeo, vel ſecale, parati, ſemel refificati, uncias cen- 
tum & viginti: One drachm of corroſive ſubli- 


mate mercury diſſolved in one hundred and twenty 


<* ounces of proof ſpirits, diſtilled. from barley or 


„ rye.” He increaſed, or diminiſhed the doſe ac- 
cording to its ſubſequent effects; and thus moſt 


certainly cured this diſeaſe without any ill conſe- 


quence. It is added, /alivationem ſequi pro ratigne : 
that a ſalivation of courſe follows.“ 


I was highly pleaſed at the communication of this 


remedy; I from hence learned, that as half a grain 


of corroſive ſublimate was contained in every, ounce, . 


that a whole grain might be taken in a natural day, 
without any injury. Bur as it. is cuſtomary amongſt 
chemitts to burn ſpirits of wine over turbith mineral, 
and red precipitate, to abate their acrimony, and ren- 


der them more ſafe for internal uſe, I hoped that 


the like conſequence might enſue when the corroſive 


ſublimate was digeſted and diſſolved in ſo large a 


quantity of rectified ſpirit of corn. I therefore ap- 
plied this remedy ; bur I immediately gave a, pint 
of the decoction of marſhmallows after it, or ſome 


other emollient decoction, with the addition of ſome 


liquorice- root, on account of its flavour; and ſome- 
times mixed with a third or fourth part of milk. I 


ſometimes added à fourth part of milk to ſimple 
B b 3 barley- 
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barley-water, or water-gruel, for the like uſe. The 
atients eaſily bore the remedy in this manner, and 
ound not the leaſt ill effects therefrom. | 
Some others applied ſpirit of wine in the place of 
ſpirit of corn, and with the ſame effect too, as far as 
kas come to my knowledge. | 
I have always uſed this remedy in the proportion 
directed by Sanchez; that is, half a grain of the 
eorroſive ſublimate to an ounce of ſpirit ; whence 1 
was ſurprized to find another proportion recom- 
mended in a letter from Sanchez to- a learned phy- 
ſician of Paris;“ which was, that four grains of: the 
corroſive ſublimate were to be diſſolved in forty- 
eight ounces of ſpirit of wine; ſo that only the 
twelfth part of a grain was contained in every ſingle 
ounce. 1 doubted, whether twenty-four grains might 
not perhaps be wrote in figures in that letter, and 
the error have here happened from an obliteration of 
the firft character. I conſulted the errata but found 
not the error there. 
It is to be obſerved, that, according to Sanchez, 
a ſalvation follows the uſe of this remedy : when 
ſeyen grains of corroſive ſublimate, diſſolved in 
ſpring water, were taken in the ſpace of eight days, 
a falivation carne on the fourth day; fo - three 
or four pints of ſaliva were daily diſcharged. + It is 
indeed remarked, that the inner parts of the mouth 
ſwelled not fo much, neither was the ſtench of the 
breath ſo ſtrong, as it uſually is when calomel is 
given to bring on a falivation. But as I earneſtly 
wiſhed to cure this diſeaſe without a ſalivation, I ap- 
lied a leſs quantity of the remedy, ſuch as a table 
onful, or half an ounce, morning and evening, 
that I might avoid it. If the cure proceeded ſlowly 
m robuſt men, or in caſe of a more inveterate Lues, 
I, morning and evening, gave ſix drachms, that 
| is, 
Le Begue de Prefle fur Vuſage interne du ſublimè cer - 
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is, a table ſpoonful and an half, at each time; then; 
if the event did not anſwer my wiſhes, I gave two 
whole table ſpoonfuls morning and evening : I lef- 
ſened the quantity of this reniedy but for young and 
delicate perſons. | 

As I was now, by repeated experience, certain of 
the utility of this remedy, and as I plainly foreſaw 
that many years would perhaps elapſe before I could 
finiſh this fifth volume of commentaries; I was 
therefore willing to communicate the uſe of this re- 
medy to ſeveral others of the profeſſion, that its 
utility might be the ſooner known. Hence I men- 
tioned it to many phyſictans in different parts of the 


world, with whom I held an epiſtolary correſpon- 


dence; as well as to thoſe who conſulted me con- 
cerning other diſorders, ſtill reſerving for the com- 
mentaries the deduction of the reaſons which induced 
me to uſe corroſive ſublimate; to the honour of thoſe 
by whom I have profited. | 

This is the reaſon why many phyſicians have be- 
lieved, that the public are indebted ro me for the 
uſe of this remedy, as but few had before dared to 
uſe it, becauſe it was almoſt eyery where held in the 
moſt abſolute contempt and horror. Ig 

St. Mark's hoſpital in the ſuburbs of Vienna, 
was inſtituted by its pious founders, for curing the 
| poor afflicted with the venereal diſeaſe. 

This cure was attempted twice in every yeat by a 
high ſalivation, that a radical cure might be ef- 
fected. The numerous wretches there collected 
could not lie down during the time of the ſaliva- 
tion; for if they began to ſleep, in that cafe, they 
were carried off by convulſions. Others were ſeized 
with a vomiting, ſpitting of blood, and bloody flux, 
hot without great injury and danger. * | 

At that time a certain mercurial remedy which was 
very carefully concealed, had been for many years 
uſed in that hoſpital ; the adminiſtration of this re- 
medy was committed to a man altogether ignorant of 

B b 4 0 medicine, 
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medicine, yet he gloried in this arcanum. When this 
man died, 1 at length obtained, that the cure of 
theſe poor wretches ſhould be committed to a phy- 
ſician; and the famous Maximilian Locher bore 
that office for many years. When he firſt exerciſed 
his function, he was ſnock'd at the horrid calamities 
then reigning there, and conſulted me about a cer- 
tain — milder remedy, for curing that filthy diſ- 
eaſc, of which he was very anxicuſly deſirous, I 
recommended a ſolution of corroſive ſublimate, in 
ſpirit of corn, once rectified, in the ſame propor- 
tion and doſe as before mentioned. He made the 
firſt trial of it, May the iſt, 1734, on a hundred 
and twenty-eight patients, who were then preparing 
for a ſalivation; he ſhewed me all thefe cured with- 
out any ſalivation. 

The method of ſalivation was for ever after ba- 
niſned from this hoſpital; and he from the year 
1754 to 1762, being eight years, cured 4880 per- 
ſons, labouring under the venereal diſcaſe, with the 
ſame remedy. He perſiſted in the ſame eaſy ſhort 
method unul death deprived us of him, (moſt wor- 
thy of longer life) in the year 1768, and {till the 
lame practice continues under the direction of his 
_ warthy ſucceſſor.” | 

But he teſtifies thus: Nullus ex vi remedii mortuus, 
vel gravius, & periculoſum, ſymptoma expertus, eſt : 
No .perſen died, or experienced the leaſt painful 
« and dangerous ſymptom in conſequence of this 
ce remedy.” Beſides, this conveniency from thence 
ariſes; to the hoſpital, that it is not crouded by a 
number of patients twice in the year, that is, in 
ſpring and autumn; for by means of this medicine 


thoſe who apply to the hoſpital for relief for the ve- 


nercal diſeaſe, may be cured at any time. 


No 
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No preparation is here required, unleſs the patient 
is full of humours, or has a violent head-ach, then 
let him be bled or purged. 

The patients, after taking this remedy, are; kept 
in a warm room until they ſweat; their food con- 
ſiſts of the thinneſt broths, and milk porridge or 
water grucl, and white meats, with well baked bread : 
all fat or ſalted victuals, together with wine, are 
forbidden them. The uſe of ſmall-beer is per- 
mitted, 2 

For common drink, barley water, water-gruel, or 
{ome other emollient decoction is prepared, to which 
milk is added for patients of a dry conſtitution ; 
who are adviſed to drink plentifully, for ſo their cure 
will more happily ſucceed. 

Thoſe who are twice or thrice a day purged by 
taking this remedy, are ſooneſt reſtored to health. 
Locher obſerving this, now and then gave a purge du- 
ring the time of, the cure. 14 


o 


He obſerved, that this remedy operated in ſome 
by ſtool, in others by urine, and in many by ſweat. 
In thouſands thus cured, he hardly ever ſaw a 
ſalivation cauſed in one; except in thoſe Who had 
before taken other mercurial remedies. He ceaſed 
from the uſe of this remedy on the firſt ſigns of a 
ſalivation, ordered the patient to drink plentifully 
of ſome emollient decoction, and thus the ſalivation 
uſually ceaſed ſpontaneouſly : he then returned to 
the uſe of the remedy, which he perſiſted in as long 
as any ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe 458 10 oh 
Many were cured in the ſpace of ſix weeks: but 
two or three months were neceſfary for thoſe in whom. . 
the diſeaſe had taken deeper root, and had produced 
deep ulcers in the ſofter parts of the bod. 
He obſerved, that men were ſooner cured than 
women, in whom the diſcaſe uſually manifeſts itſelf . 
more ſlowly, and therefore is often more difficult of 
cure. Beſides, women are accuſtomed to reject every 
kind of remedy, during the time of their menſes, 
and 
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and very obſtinately too, ſo that their cure is thereby 
prolonged : yet I am convinced, from repeated ex- 
perience, that the menſtrual evacuation 1s not dif- 
turhed by the uſe of this remedy. ; 

I am certain, that the uſe of this remedy, though 
even continued for a long time, is not injurious j for 
I gave a ſpoonful of it to a young nobleman morn= 
ing and evening for eighteen months, who had been 
fo badly treated for an ophthalmy, that both the cor- 
nea and cryſtalline humour had become opaque. I 
only: ceaſed from it when the ophthalmy grew bad 
again, which being in a ſhort time remedied, I 
went on again, The cure“ was crowned with the 
defired ſucceſs. I wrote an account of theſe mat- 
matters to the learned Sz/vefter, a phyſician in Lon- 
don, the 3d of May, 1758, and I ſaw the fame 
young nobleman both' ſound and hearty this year 
1769. I have frequently uſed this remedy for a 
long time in eradicating a very inveterate Lues, and 
never found any injury from its uſe. 

As many of the profeſſion were of opinion, that 
their gains would be not a little diminiſhed if the 
old method of ſalivation ſhould be aboliſhed, they 
induſtriouſſy endeavoured to prejudice the world 
againft ſo wicked an undertaking; aſſerting, that men 
were brought into imminent danger of their lives by 
giving them a poiſon, which would ſooner or later 
prove exceedingly injurious, inſtead of producing a 
certain cure: thus they depreciated it, and inſiſted, 
that fifteen grains of ſublimate, taken in the ſpace 
of thirty days by the patient, were ſufficient to kill 
three ſound ſtrong men: from whence they concluded, 
that a third part of the patient's life muſt abfolutely 
be deſtroyed by the raſh and daring uſe of fuch a 
remedy. I have in ſome books read this extraor- 
dinary argument, and have known it canvaſſed in 

| public 
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public phyſical diſputations. Attempts were alſo 
made to deny the truth of the facts. 

Three hundred ſoldiers were ſent to the hoſpital 
of St. Mark, to be cured of the venereal diſeaſe : 
ſix of theſe were rejected by Locher, the phy ſician, 
as incurable; for having often been infected, they 
had almoſt all the larger bones of their bodies ca- 
rious ; but they with tears and ſupplications implored 
him not to deny them this laſt trial: ſo they were 
admitted with the reſt. of 2s | 
© © Theſe poor wretches hardly found any relief, but 
all the reſt departed ſound from the hoſpital. 

In a little time afterwards, a letter was ſent to me 
from the council of war, wherein the phyſician of 
the hoſpital was accuſed of diſmiſſing three hundred 
ſoldiers not only uncured from the hoſpital, but 
even in a far worſe condition than when they en- 
tered it. 5 

The phyſician immediately brought me the daily 
liſt of the patients, wherein I found the names of 
the ſoldiers, the companies, and regiments they be- 
longed to, together with the days they entered, and 
the time they left the hoſpital, all carefully minuted 
down. By good fortune all theſe ſoldiers were ſtill 
within the diſtrict of Vienna. The phyſician inſiſted 
on a ſtrict examination of the matter by law, nor 
did I negle& doing it. The delays of the law were 

ſpun out under various pretexts, and the calumni- 
ator in the mean time ran away, died, and eſcaped 
his deſerts. Locher afterwards quietly continued 
the cure of the venereal diſeaſe in his uſual manner. 

Thoſe who diſliked this method were at full li- 
berty to uſe another at diſcretion, The diſeaſed, 
who thought it impoſſible that they could ever be 
ſafely cured unleſs they endured the tortures of a 
ſalivation, always found ſome perſons very ready to 
acquieſce with their way of thinking. + 

1 was always glad when any nary was convinced 
of his error, by following the method which I be- 


heved 
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lieved to be the beſt ; ſtill I was cautious, that no- 
body. ſhould follow it chrough reſtraint. I deſpiſed 
thoſe who remained obſtinate for the ſake of filthy 
gain, and left them to their fate. I under ſevere 
penalties forbad quacks the uſe of the remedy, and 
expelled thoſe injurious peſts of ſociety, when de- 
rected, to prevent their deceiving the imprudent, and 
 preying upon mankind. 1 ftill exceeded not the 
quantity of two ounces, or four table ſpoonfuls per 
day, in caſe of a more inveterate Lues; one ſpoon- 
ful morning and evening is. moſt. frequently ſuffi- 
cient ; the cure then perhaps more {lowly ſucceeds, 
but no other inconveniency is perceived by the pa- 
tients; and they can at pleaſure ſo conceal their be- 
ing under cure for this filthy diſeaſe, that no perſon 
can have the leaſt ſuſpicion of it. Beſides, many of 
them can follow their accuſtomed labour, and, in 
ſummer time, freely take the air. I always adviſed 
them to ſtay at home in cold, wet, winter weather, 
while they uſed this remedy : yet many diſobeyed 
this rule; for if they were ſuſpected to have been 
infected with this filthy diſeaſe, they went abroad in 
all weathers. The rich went abroad in coaches, and 
wrapt up warm in cloaks, or coats lined with ſkins, | 
which they took off when they entered a warm par- 
lour. But as it is cuſtomary to go thus , wrapt up 
to public diverſions, their appearance there in ſuc 
a dreſs gave no room for ſuſpicion. I have known 
many perſons who, during the time of their cure, 
have in this. manner viſited their friends, frequented 
the court, plays, and other public ſpectacles, without 
any injury. 1165 | / | 

The poorer ſort were received into the hoſpital du- 
ring the winter ſeaſon, particularly thoſe who were 
obliged to work abroad in the cold for their living. 
A quantity of the remedy, and of the emollient de- 
coction, ſufficient to laſt twenty-four hours, was gi- 
ven to every one elſe who aſked for it. 


The | 
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The ſoldiers were always permitted to go abroad 
and ſun themſelves in mild warm weather : the of- 
ficers were aſtoniſhed to ſee their ſoldiers do their 
uſual ducy, whilſt they were taking this remedy for 
the cure of the venereal diſeaſe.* | 

That celebrated phyſician general to the Britiſh 
army, Pringle, recommended this remedy to the 
army ſurgeons, to be tried upon the ſoldiers in camp 
afflicted with the yenereal diſeaſe. P This was ac- 
cordingly done with as many ſoldiers ſe- infected as 
were in need of aſſiſtance, eſpecially as no oppor- 
tunity for a ſalivation as uſual then offered. Iwen- 
ty ſuch caſes are deſcribed, and he ſays, that many 
more of the like nature could be added. Out of 
thirty foldiers cured by this method not one ſuffered 
a relapſe. | 

Whence it was concluded, Methodum hanc Luem 
curandi preferri debere Salivationi, ob brevitatem cu- 
re, of ſecuritatem & lenitatem, ob corporis habitum 
poſt curam finitam : © that this method ought to be 
preferred to a ſalivation, on account of the ſhort- 
« neſs of the cure, for the ſafety and mildneſs of 
it, and on account of the ſtate of the body when 
« the cure is finiſhed.” For every body knows how 
debilitated, exhauſted, and ſeverely puniſhed, the mi- 
ſerable patients riſe from a ſalivation, ſo that they 
never after recover their former vigour ; eſpecially if 

the ſalivation is managed by an imprudent, unſkilful 
U 3 
: It was obſerved in England, that a few were gently 

urged by it, but only in rhe beginning of the cure; 
For this evacuation by ſtool never exceeds the third 
or fourth day: the remedy chiefly operated by urine, 
and brought on a perſpiration during the night. 
Some felt a flight pain about the pit of the * 
| cer 
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after the morning doſe, yet that pain increaſed not 
in proportion to the doſe when augmented : no pre- 
vious preparation or purging was required for this 
remedy ; and if the patients were Kent, or la- 
boured under any inflammatory ſymptoms, or a phy- 
moſis, they were only bled at Hull buboes were 
happily cured without any other chirurgical aſſiſt- 
ance; nor was there any need of any other external 
remedies beſides lapis infernalis, for venereal warts, 
foul ulcers, or fungous excreſcences. | 
Bur if venereal warts, when obſtinate, during the 
time of the cure be waſhed with the ſame ſolution 
of ſublimate which is internally taken, having been 
diluted in a „ quantity of pure water, theſe 
warts all vaniſn. We read a ER inſtance of 
this.* A little delicate woman, of twenty-three years 
of age, being in the fifth month of her pregnacy, 
had her body from head to foot covered over with 
venereal eruptions, attended with pain, and a ſwel- 
ling in the glands of the groin. The ſolution of 
corroſive ſublimate was given her in ſpirit of wine, 
ſo as that ſhe took five- eights of a grain in twenty- 
four hours: but ſhe had taken only half that quan- 
tity during the firſt four days of the cure. In fif- 
teen after, theſe complaints almoſt wholly diſa 
peared ; ſhe however complained of being greatly 
troubled with the piles; but upon examination was 
found to have the anus and perineum beſet with 
ſoftiſh venereal warts, of a whitiſh colour: ſeveral 
of theſe were in bigneſs equal to the top of a man's 
little finger, and the tops of ſome ſeemed to tend ro 
a ſuppuration. | | 
She was adviſed to continue the internal uſe of the 
ſolution of ſublimate, and alſo to waſh theſe warts 
with the ſame ſolution diluted in a quadruple quan- 
tity of water. In ten days time all the warts diſap- 
peared, but had not dropped off, for the larger rs 
| a 
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had left brown ſpots behind in the ſkin. As her 
complaints were no longer toubleſome, ſhe was de- 
ſirous of leaving off the remedy; ſhe nevertheleſs 
confeſſed, that ſhe ſtill had one or two little ſwellings 
{till remaining: being again examined, two warts 
like the former appeared on the right labia pudend. 
which ſhe never had waſhed. She, according to ad- 
vice, waſhed theſe alſo, and they, in a few ; af- 
ter, diſappeared like the others. 
Hence an external application, af this remedy ap- 
pears to be ſerviceable, 1 have ſeen tophs, nodes, and 
exoſtoſes, which had a long time reſiſted the ſole 
internal uſe of this remedy, entirely diſſolved by an 
external local application of it, when diluted in a 
quadruple quantity of water. Petrus Andreas Ma- 
thiolus * diflolved two ounces of corroſive ſublimate 
in about fix pints of rain water, and with this re- 
medy, egelida omnes corporis compages lavabat, bra- 
chiaque, cum tibiis, a genu & @ cubito, donec dolores 
cum ceteris evaneſcerent : made lukewarm, he 
„ waſhed all the joints of the body, together with 
the arms and ſhin-bones, from the knee, and 
from the elbow, until the pains and other _ 
* toms yaniſhed.” But a ſalivation followed: for 
he adds, Diebus lotionis, e cubiculo pedem male a 
fetus non efferat ; ſed caveat omnia, perinde agſi in- 
ungeretur. Huic etiam, que pramiſimus, accidere ſo- 
lent; oris exulceratio ſcilicet, defeltus anime, ventris 
deductio, ſomni difficultas : IJ et not the patient ſtir 
& out of his chamber on the days of waſhing, but 
let us be as careful in every reſpect as if he had 
been rubbed with mercurial unction; for thoſe in- 
conveniences which we have before deſcribed 
uſuaily happen to him alſo; ſuch as an ulcera- 
tion of the mouth, a dejection of ſpirits, a diar- 
„ rhoea, and reſtleſs nights.” But it appears, from 
what has been ſaid, that no great quantity of the 
ſublimate is required, but that a very little will be 
OOO ſufficient 
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ſufficient to prove ſerviceable by an external uſe of 
I. 5 
- Hitherto I ſtill kept to the ſame proportion, that 
is, half a grain of corroſive ſublimate to an ounce 

of ſpirits; but I'faw * that the quantity of corroſive 

had been gradually and cautiouſly increaſed, until 

ſixteen grains were diſſolved in fourteen ounces, or 
twenty-eight table ſpoonfuls; and as 'a ſpoonful of 

ſuch a mixture was morning and evening given, 

there was more than a grain of ſublimate daily taken: 

this indeed ſucceeded admirably; but a farther aug- 

| mentation brought on a vomiting ;z ' whence it was 
| neceſſary to return to the firſt proportion of ſix- 
teen grains to fourteen ounces of ſpirits. Yet it is 
| to be obſerved, that the uſe of the remedy in this 
manner drought on a faliyation, though not attended 
with any inconveniency. | 
Though it may: not at all ſeem abſurd to augment 
the efficacy of the remedy, I was always careful that 
the farſt paſſages ſhould not be affected, and 1 al- 
ways, when 1 obſerved a ſalivation creeping on, 
guarded againſt it by abſtaining for ſome days from 
the uſe of the remedy, until I ſaw that all the ſigns 
and fear of ſpitting were gone. In difficult caſes I 
was more willing to augment the quantity of the 
mixture that was to be taken, than change the pro- 
portion of ſublimate to the ſpirit in which it is diſ- 
ſolved; for thereby the danger of a ſubſequent vo- 
miting will be much leſs For thoſe who have the in- 
fide of the mouth irritated by taking a greater quan- 
rity of the ſpirit, every doſe may be diluted with a 
draught of the emollient decoction. When this 
' . remedy was to be given to young patients, I was 
careful to dilute it in water, and add ſome pleaſant 
{yrup to it, that they might more eaſily take it; and 
F diminiſhed the quantity of ſublimate according to 
their age and ſtrength: fo that I ſometimes gave wy 
EY b the 
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the eighth part of a grain, in the ſpace of twenty- 
four hours. 3 x bind: 

Therefore, as we ought to be very certain of the 
quantity of ſublimate we give, that method by 
which a large quantity of corroſive ſublimate is diſ- 
ſolved in a {mall proportion of ſpirit of corn, or wine, 
is juſtly to be rejected; for then this ſolution is given 
by drops. We read ſuch a preſcription :* R. Sub- 
limeti corroſivi drachmam, alcobolis vini unciam. Fiat 
folutio. Ten, twelve, or fifteen of theſe drops were 
given in water-gruel, or ſome other diluting liquor, 
every morning, and ſometimes every evening to the 
more robuſt, The doſe was gradually augmented 
until it reached to thirty drops. A bold, and doubt- 
ful remedy indeed | But the effects which followed 
were alſo very violent; for it ſtrongly operated up- 
wards and downwards: Sputationem frequenter etiam 
per horam unam aut alleram excitat ; ſed æger, finita 
operatione, res ſuas proſeguitur, neglecta cuſtodia : ' 
it excites a ſpitting for an hour or two frequent- 
&« ly; but when that operation is over, the patient 
„ may follow his own affairs.“ Turner tried this 
method, but in a ſhort time condemned it.: There 
were other preſcriptions, equally raſh, then publiſhed, 
but no prudent perſon ever made uſe of them. To 
how many dangers do the wretched expoſe. them- 
ſelves, when they commit their health to the direc- 
tion of ſuch as boaſt of their  arcanums! To ſuch 
as deſtroy the foundations of health, whilſt they boaſt 
of being able to cure the venereal diſeaſe | With 
grief I have often ſeen the exhauſted patients ema- 
ciated with the bloody flux ; others with ſpitting of 
blood, followed by a galloping conſumption, after 
ſuch raſh and dangerous cures; ſome indeed re- 
mained longer in the world, but they never reco- 
vered their former health, for they always led a lan- 

Vol. XVII. C c guſhing 
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guiſtung miſerable life, until they ſunk under their 


urthen in the very flower of their age. 

When ſuch dangerous remedies are given by drops, 
the quantity can with far greater difficulty be aſcer- 
tained ; for the drops are ſtill greater or leſs in pro- 
portion to the mouth of the phial. 
HhHut though a folution of ſublimate can be borne 

in a good quantity of ſpirits, in ſmall doſes frequent- 

repeated, even by tender infants; yet it ſome- 
times though rarely happens, that ſome adult perſons 
cannot bear this remedy. My moſt intimate friend 
Storck, one of the imperial phyſicians, declares,* he 
has ohſerved this in the hoſpital of Parma, where 
he cured numbers of this filthy diſeaſe, by the uſe 
of this remedy, even after a ſalivation had been tried 

Vain. | 
For thoſe who have a huſky dry breaſt, are trou- 
bled with a cough, whoſe nervous ſyſtem is exceſ- 
fively irritable, and are ſubje& to an hæmorrhage, 
bear not this remedy without detriment, though they 
even drink plentifully of fome emollient decoction, 
compoſed x the ſofteſt ingredients. 

He confeſſes that it ſometimes happened, that ve- 
nereal complaints have not for many months yielded 
to the application of this remedy : he then diſſolved 
twelve grains of mercurius dulcis in water, which 
he ſweetened with two ounces of ſyrup, and gave, 
four times a day, an ounce of this mixture, with 
good and ſpeedy effect. Nor did even this remedy 
relieve other patients; but two grains of red mercu- 
rial precipitate, being diſſolved in four pints of a 
decoction faturated with the roots of Bardana, were 

of excellent ſervice; and he by this remedy cured 
the moſt obſtinate venereal furuncles, which by no 
means would give way to other remedies. 

Thus have I honeſtly declared all that I know 
concerning the uſe of corroſive ſublimate, in curmg 
the venereal diſeaſe, concealing nothing here. — 

en 
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end was, to avoid the danger and miſchiefs of a ſali- 
vation, and to uſe as ſparing a quantity of crude 
mercury as poſſible in the cure of the Lues; for I 
always had ſome fear of a quantity of mercury taken 
into the habit through the ſkin, as it is an unma- 
nageable body, and an enemy to human nature, as 
has been already proved by many arguments. 

I did not wonder, that many held this facility of a 
cure in a ſuſpicious light, as it was before ſo very labo- 
rious, nor yet that they believed this diſeaſe could ever 
be ſo eradicated, unleſs it was of a ſlight kind ; hence 
a relapſe is always to be feared ; but nobody will 
deny that the Lues has returned even after repeated 
ſalivations. The celebrated Afruc himſelf confeſſes 
this ;* but he at the ſame time excuſes the matter, 
ſaying, Probe gnarus ſum, inquit, hydrargyroſin, ſine 
prævia preparation, dofi nimia, breviore temporis in- 
tervallo, adhibitam, fruſtra ſæpius adhibitam fuiſſe. 
At vero pernego, virus ullum unquam eſſe, quod radi- 
citus non exſtirpetur, ſi Mercurius, præmiſſa debita 
præparatione, parca manu, legitimis intervallis, tempore 
ſatis diuturno, illinatur : I well know that a large 
« doſe of crude mercury, applied in a ſhort interval of 
& time without any previous * has been 
te often applied in vain. But I deny that there ever 
&« was a virus which it could not radically extirpate, 
if the mercury after a due preparation be rubbed 
« in ſparingly, and at proper intervals, for a ſuffi- 
« cient length of time.” For it was before ſaid, 
that he repoſed particular faith in the entrance of a 
great quantity of mercury into the body. But it is 
Pally convincing, from the words he immediately after 
ſubjoins, that he had ſeen a relapſe of the venereal 
diſeaſe, after a ſalivation had been managed with all 
neceſſary care: Cave tamen, credas, exſtirpato ſemel 
ſeminio, omnia jam in vado ge Si nulla quidem par- 
tibus corporis ſolidis tabes illata fuerit prius, res pla- 

8 niſſime 
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niſime confecta erit, ſine ullo recidive periculo. Secus 
vero, ſi qua ſuper fint ſolidarum partium vitia, ante in- 
ſta, utpote, que non raro eo uſque latenter dedutia 
ſunt, vel partes adeo nobiles obſident, ut nullam jam 
curationem, ſed pallictionem tuntum, admittant; imo 
plerumque palliationem non ſatis diuturnam : Beware 
of tancying that the danger is ſafely paſſed, when 
“the virus or ſeed of the diſeaſe ſeems altogether 
< exttrpated ; tor indeed if no prejudice has been firſt 
«done to the folid parts of the body, the cure will 
be moſt evidently perfected without any danger 
«of a relapfe. But it happens otherwiſe, if com- 
« plaints before firmly rooted, had remained in any 
of the ſolid parts of the body; as theſe evils are 
often latent there, or ſo attack the noble parts, 
that they only admit of a palliation, but not a cure 
of the diſeaſe; even the palliation is for the molt 
part of no long duration.” Certainly, as the 
bones are often icke by the venereal diſcaſe, and 
corroded by a filthy caries, theſe caſes muſt be very 
frequent, eſpecially when the contagion adheres to 
the ſolid parts of the body. 

The celebrated Aſfiruc * ſcems to have thought far 
otherwiſe, when he before in extolling the virtues of 
crude mercury, and in crying down the efficacy of 
guaiacum, wrote as follows: Yuod ſi gue veſe in cor- 
pore toto impervia ſupereſſe poſſunt ; quod quidem ra- 
rum eft, ſed quod tamen de vaſis duriorum exeſteſium, 
gummatum, nodorum, Oc. interdum verum eſt ; ea 
certe tantum, quæ cum momento Mercurii ineluttabilia 
ſunt, vi nulla alia debiliore unguam in poſterum reſe- 
randa ſunt; & que proinde pro vaſis omnino oblitera- 
tis haberi debent, humorque, iiſdem impactus, pro hu- 
more nunguamereſolubili, & a quo nullum recidive pe- 
riculum futurum fit : * If any veſſels may be left im- 
ce pervious in the whole body, which indeed is rare, 
but notwithſtanding it 1s true, that this ſometimes 
| th © happens 

De Morbis Venereis, Lib. II. Cap, IX, in prima edit 

p. 142. | S 
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happens in the veſſels of gummata, nodes, exoſ- 
&« toles, and in difeafes of the bones; certainly 
<* theſe,. which cannot be reached by the force 
„of the mercury, are never to be opened by 
„ any weaker power; and which for that cauſe 
* ought to be eſteemed as entirely obliterated veſ- 
&« ſels, and the humour impacted in them held as 
& 2 humour never more to be diſſolved, and from 
„ which no future danger of a relapſe is to 
« be feared.” I ſincerely confeſs, that I never 
thought myſelf ſecure, if I ſaw that any thing of 
this kind remained in the bones after a falivation ; 
nor have I ſeen any others, who aſſiduouſly applied 
themſelves to the curing of this diſcaſe, promiſe an 
entire cure in ſuch a caſe, but were always ſuſpici- 
ous of a relapſe, and uſed other methods to guard 
againſt it.“ Turner, + formerly famous in curing 
the venereal diſcaſe, candidly acknowledges, that the 
diſeaſe, after a ſalivation duly carried on for thirty 
days, has budded out afreſh, and required another 
ſalivation, though all the attendant ſymproms ſeemed 
totally cured after the firft. Hence he cautiouſly 
advites phyſicians not to be over confident in pro- 
nouncing the diſcaſe abſolutely cured at the hazard 
of their own reputation. 

Ihe cure of the venereal diſeaſe by the uſe of 
corroſive ſublimate, already deſcribed, has this par- 
ticular advantage, that it can without any inconve- 
niency be continued a conſiderable length of time, 
and even repeated if the leaſt ſuſpicion ſhould arite of 
a lurking venereal virus .in any part of the body : 
but I have known many who obſtinately preferred 
death to a repeated ſalivation. 


* Medic, Eſſays, Tom. I. p. 57. Tom. III. p. 328. 
+ Hiſtory of the Venereal Diſeaſe, p. 148, 
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EITHER is there any other remedy 
L then required for obtaining health. + 


It is here to be ſuppoſed, that all the venereal 
virus has been totally expelled from the body by the 
action of the mercury, and that nothing elſe re- 
mains to be done after the ſalivation, bur to fill the 
patient's body, ' exhauſted by the ſalivation, with 
good, mild nouriſhment, under the reſtrictions before 
mentioned. | | 0, ny 
But it was before ſaid, in Sect. 1476, that vene- 
real caſes have happened wherein the efficacy of 

quickſilver has failed, in whatſoever manner applied. 
Thoſe who confide in the efficacy of mercury alone, 
and deſpiſe all the reft of the auxiliaries of art, re- 
peat its uſe until the diſeaſed, exhauſted by repeated 
falivations, die, or they pronounce the diſeaſe in- 
curable. | * | 1 

It is worth while to conſider what helps ſtill re- 
main in this ſalutary art, that the wretched patient 
may be ſuccoured by them. ALY 
The celebrated Freind +, in treating of the firſt 
origin of the venereal diſeaſe, gives us the following 
extract from Leone, who wrote the hiſtory of Africa, 
not long after this new diſeaſe was brought from 
America into Europe: In Barbaria hoc morbo (Luc 
Venerea) infefi pereunt plerumque, & curantur raro. 
In Numidia, & Lybia," vix notus eſt morbus. Unde 
Barbari, Lue infe#ti, in Numidiam, Nigritarum re- 
gionem, tendunt, C, ſola at᷑ris temperie, dum morantur 
ibi, perfetlam recuperant ſalutem, & ſani in patriam 
redeunt, nec Medici auxilio, nec medicamentis, uft. 
Proprus oculis ſe plures fic ſanatos vidiſſe, The | 
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« venereal diſeaſe in Barbary. This new diſeaſe is 
„ hardly known in Numidia and Lybia. From 
« whence the Barbarians, intected with the Lues, 
* go to Numidia, and the country of the negroes, 
and reſiding there ſome time, recover perfect 
<« health by the temperature of the climate only. 
They then return ſound to their country without 
the uſe of medicines, or aid of a phyſician.” He 
affirms, that he has perſonally known many who 
were thus cured. But it is certain, that theſe men 
lived in an exceſſive warm climate, nor did they 
probably uſe any rich food, as they were at the ſame 
time obliged to ſeek their food by labour. Moreover, 
the violent exerciſes performed in the open air, ſuch 
as hunting, racing, climbing up mountains, and 
even the hard labour of ruſtics, are highly praiſed 
by Fracaftorius * in his poem on the venereal diſeaſe, 
entitled, Syphylis. 


Vidi ego ſæpe malum qui jam ſudoribus omne 
Finiſſet, ſylviſque Luem liquiſſet in altis. 

Sed nec turpe puta, dextram ſummittere aratro, 
Et longum trabere incurvo ſub vomere ſulcum : 
Neve bidente ſolum & duras proſcindere glebas, 
Et valida aeriam quercum exturbare bipenni, 
Atque imis altam eruere a radicibus ornum. 


But whilſt the body is thus exerciſed by ſtrong 
labour, he ſtrictly recommends every kind of far 
rich food to be avoided, 


— — tibi pinguis Anas, tibi crudior Anſer, 
Vitetur, potiuſque vigil Capitolia ſervet. 

Viteturque gravi Coturnix tarda ſagina. 

Tu teneros Lactes, tu pandæ abdomina Porcæ, 
Porcæ beu terga, fuge, & lumbis ne veſcere Aprinis, 
Venatu quamvis toties confeceris Apros. 


Cc4 And 
* Aphrodifiac, p. 189, 190. 
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And other much approved authors, who have 
written of the cure of the venereal diſeaſe, recom- 
mend low diet and hard labour. So Gen/alve Fer- 
nandes who lived when the diſeaſe was brought 
* from America into Europe, and who was afterwards 
ſent to the Spaniſh ſettlements, on the continent of 
South-America, to preſide over the gold and filver 
mines, may be produced as the moſt wealthy and 
| intelligent eye: witneſ⸗ of this matter, who thus writes 
in treating of guaiacuni wood: Apud Indes haud ej} 
adeo ſæ vum malum, nec tanlum. it rt diſcrimen, ſicut 
in Hiſpania, & frigidioribus climatibus; ſed parvo 
negotio, bujus arboris ope, incole curantur : Curatio 
multam inediam, & preterea aqua potum, in qua lig- 
num hoc decoctum fuerit, expoſtulat. Et, abſque ine- 
. dia, ipſa nibil predeſſe, ſed obeſſe, conſuevit : * This 
% diſeaſe is not ſo ſevere among the Indians as in 
Spain, and other colder climates ; but they are 
& cured with little trouble, and the affiftarice of this 
« tree. The cure requires much abſtinence from 
. animal food, together with plentiful draughts of 
“ water, in which this wood has been boiled. And 
« ir will prove of no ſervice without abſtinence, bur 
„ uſually on the contrary does harm.” 
This means not an abſtinence from every kind of 
food, but a regimen of weak thin diet: A carnibus 
abſtinet, & piſcilus; ſed poſſulis veſcitur, & ſficcis 
eduliis; iiſque paucis (que ſcilicet ad ſuſtentangum tar- 
tum corpus ſufficiant) ,, & aliquo panis offi (biſcofdum 
vulgus vocat)' fruſtulo : © Let the patients abſtain 
from fleſh meats, and fiſh, but raiſins and dry 
« foods are to be eaten, but yet ſparingly, and only 
« in a manner Tufficient ro ſuſtain the body, toge- 
« ther with ſome hard baked bread, commonly called 
« biſcun.” 
Antonius Muſa Braſavolus + diſplays the efficacy 
of hard labour in Fug tne venereal diſeaſe thus: 


| Denigque 
? Aptrodifiac. P. 357- + Ibidem, p. 680, 
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Denique ſunt unnulli, qui, ex vebementiſſimo motu, quo- 
tidie frequentato, à Gallicis doloribus evaſere ;, ut con- 
tigit Dono Batano Campanario, qui ſæ viſſimis doloribus 
cruciabatur, ſed, chordas trabendo magne campane 
Epiſcopii Ferrarienſis, ab eiſdem doloribus evaſit : 
« Finally, there are ſome perſons who are freed 
from che pains of the French diſeaſe by daily vi- 
&« olent exerciſe; as it happened to Don Batanus, 
« a bell- tounder, who was tormented with moſt 
* cruel pains of. that kind; but he was cured of 
„ theſe pains by ringing the great bell in the cathe- 
« dral of Ferrara.” I have ſometimes heard per- 
ſons, worthy of credit, ſay, that men, condemned 
to the Gallies, were cured of the venereal diſeaſe 
in the Mediterranean ſeas, without the application 
of any other remedies, than the labour by which they 
were daily fatigued, and their ſcanty poor food, ſuf- 
ficient only to ſuſtain life. The ſame is confirmed 
by Fallopius, * who, in defence of the medicinal 
virtues of guaiacum wood, in curing the venereal 
diſeaſe, againſt thoſe who, affirmed that decoctions of 
other woods would afford the ſame effect, writes 
thus: Ego vidi aiiquos curatos ligno fagi, qui, conjetftt 
in triremes, atque, inſtituta vittus ratione tenuiſſima, 
laborantes, ex toto liberantur. Sed iſt? non eſt uſus 
Medicus : * have ſeen ſome men who were con- 
demned to the trebje-oared gallies cured by beech 
** wood; for by labouring with it, and keeping to 
a regimen of the loweſt diet, they were freed from 
A the diſtemper. But this is not a medical practice.“ 
Did not cruel neceſſity conſtrain them, hardly any 
patients could be found willing to lead ſo cala- 
mitous a life, to be freed from this filthy diſeaſe. 

I myſelf have ſeen a memorable inſtance, which 
taught me what the conſtant reſolution of the pa- 
tient, with a very abſtemious way of living, and 
conſtant hard labour, are capable of effecting .in an 
inveterate, and an almoſt deſperate Lues. 

| | A young 
* Aphrodiſiac. p. 790. 
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A young gentleman, who was in a moſt deplora- 
ble condition, applied to me for advice. He had 
undergone four ſalivations, after each of which the 
diſeaſe, which was thought cured, ſtill broke out 
afrefn. His cure was three times alſo undertaken by 
decoctions of guaiacum, but with no better ſucceſs. 
He had tumours on the ſternum, and clavicles, and 
a ſimilar one in the forehead ; his ſkin was defiled 
in various parts by filthy blotches, and he had noc- 
turnal pains in his bones. As he was poor and quite 
deſtitute, nobody would receive him or undertake 
his cure : the poor wretch was abandoned alſo by 
all his relations. He confeſſed, that he had more 
than once thought of putting an end to his miſery 
by laying violent hands upon himſelf. 

I TI cheered up his drooping ſpirits by promiſing him 
ſome relief, but could not venture to inſure him an 
abſolute cure of ſo inveterate a diſeaſe. He aſſured 
me, that he was willing faithfully to try every thing, 
and would endure even the very ſevereſt hardſhips, 
provided they promiſed the leaſt hopes of a cure. 
As his conſtitution was naturally ſtrong, and he then 
in the prime of life, I placed him with a huſband- 
man, in the ſtation of a ſervant, without any other 
wages than his victuals, which were very homely 
and ſcanty, though he worked hard; for, beſides 
bread, he was fed only upon carrots, parſnips, and 
ſuch roots, with other vegetables, muſhrooms, ap- 
ples, pears, barley, oats, and ſuch like, boiled in 
water only. His drink was the thin ſour whey, or 
butter milk. He began this kind of life in the be- 
ginning of April, and reſolutely and conſtantly per- 
ſiſted in his hard rural labours until the begin- 
ning of October following, when he met me — 
perfectly recovered. He ſtrictly abſtained from 
every kind of fleſh meats, fiſh, eggs, milk, butter, 
and cheeſe, during the whole time. I ſaw him ſome 
years afterwards, married, and bleft with a fair and 
found progeny. : 
F | | A won- 
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A wonderful example truly! whence we learn, 
that the venereal contagion may be purged from 
many places of the body, to which it has obſtinately 
adhered, and then be expelled from the body by ſwear, 
excited by hard labour in a warm climate, a low diet 
being uſed at the ſame time, and a large quantity 
of diluting liquids drank, which encourages ſweat- 
ing; yet perſons are hard to be found who could, 
and yet more rare ſuch as would, endure this method 
of cure with conſtancy and reſolution. 

Hence, when the efficacy of crude mercury failed 
in curing the venereal diſeaſe, phyſicians had re- 
courſe to the uſe of the decoction of guaiacum, 
which had acquired great fame, particularly after 
Ulricus de Hutten, a German officer, had publickly 
teſtified,* that he was cured by this remedy ; tho? 
he had unſucceſsfully undergone eleven ſalivations, 
and the diſeaſe was inveterate ; for thus he writes: 
Tanto periculo, tam acerbo diſcrimine, cum hac morbo 
nonum jam annum luttor, non ſegnius interim & alia, 
quibus obſiſti morbo putabatur, aggreſſus. Nam & bal- 
neis curabamur, & herbarum potu, ac Potionilus, & 
erofione ulcerum. Ad quem uſum aſſumebaiur arſeni- 
cum, atramentum, calcantbum, viride æris, aut aqua 
zuæ fortis vocabatur; tanta cum doloris aterbitate, ut 
credi poſſent nimis vivendi cupidi, qui non mori malue- 
rint, quam fic vitam proferre: * In how much dan- 
“ger, in what cruel contention have I ſtruggled for 
“nine years with this diſeaſe, which I in the mean 
« reſiſted not negligently, but I tried every other 
method that was thought proper tor the diſeaſe; 
é for the cure was attempted by baths, by drinks 
made of herbs, by potions, and by corroding the 
ulcers; for which purpoſe arlenic, ink, vitriol, 
verdigreaſe, and aqua-furtis were uſed. My pains 
were io ſevere, that a perſon who would nor ra- 
ther die than drag out ſuch a life, might be juitly 
+ thought too fond of living.” He was born, oc. 
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fore the venereal diſeaſe had as yet appeared in Eu- 
rope, in the year 1488, and as he died in the year 
1323, he laboured under the venereal diſeaſe when 
it firſt became known, at which time the diforder 
raged far worſe than now, and the cure was more 
roughly attempted by the unſkilful, with ill ſucceſs, 
as he himſeif teſtifies, that after the. frictions vix 
centeſimus quiſque levabatur, recidivis ut plurimum 
epris, cum vix paucos ad dies duraret ejus juvamen- 
tum? © hardly one in a hundred was cured, as the 
relief the patients received, ſcarcely laſted longer 
* than a few days.” But how miſerably tormented 
with filthy ulcers, pains, and diſeaſes of the bones, 
does he deſcribe himſelf + to have been; ſo that he 
was frightful to be ſeen or ſmelt, and loathſome to 
himſelt. He was entirely freed from ſo many ſhock- 
ing complaints, according to his own teſtimony, by 
the uſe of the decoction of guaiacum ; hence he ex- 
tols and recommends it to every body; and toge- 
ther with the method of preparing it, deſcribes the 
neceſſary regimen to be obſerved during its uſe ; all 
which merit to be read in the works of the au- 
W | | | 
It nevertheleſs has been reported, that Hutten re- 
lapſed, and died miſerably of the venereal diſeaſe, 
before the thirty- fifth or thirty- ſixth year of his age. 5 
But it is not in the leaſt wonderful, that a man, 
who had undergone eleven ſalivations, and was for 
nine years afflicted with the moſt ſevere venereal 
ſymptoms, ſhould be a fugitive, an exile, and ſooner 
end his life than the common courſe of nature. 
Nor is it certain, that he died of a relapſe, as a 
free way of living might have been the cauſe of a 
freſh complaint, or perhaps he was leſs cautious, as 
he firmly believed, he poſſeſſed a certain remedy for 
all venereal diſeaſes. If Hutten, as it is ſaid, was 
the author of the little book, entitled, Epiſtolæ ob- 
7h 25 | ſcurorum 
* Aphrodifiac. p. 281. + Ibidem, p. 304. 
$ Aſtrue de Lue Vener. Edit. ada p. 630. 
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ſcurorum virorum, in which the obſcenity of thoſe 
times 15 plealantly toucked up, it does not appear, 
that he can be much praiſed tor his morals. | 

But the method of preparing and taking the de- 
coction of guatacum was explained in Sect. 329, in 
the chapter de morbis offium, and ſuch a decoction is 
likewiſe inſerted in the Materia Medica. The indica- 
tion is, to fill the body with the decoction of guaia- 
cum. Hence ſome ounces of a ſtrong decoction of 
guaiacum, are given four times a day, in a greater 
or Jeſs quantity, according to the age, conſtitution, 
and ſtrength of the patient. The patient ſhould 
continue drinking as much as he can bear, utique 
in fingulas vices ut minimum uncias ſorbeat ot; ft 
plures, tanto rectius: “ until the patient drinks eight 
<« ounces at leaſt at every draught; if more, ſo much 
e the better.”* The patient is to be confined in a 
very warm room, that he may be almoſt ſpontane- 
ouſly inclined to ſweat. | 

He muſt abſtain from all kinds of meats and li- 
quors which are any way fat; he is only to be nou- 
riſned with hard-baked bread, ſuch as biſcuit, and 
raiſins ; nor is he to be indulged with any kind of 
drink, except a weak decoction of guaiacum. This 
drink is uſually made of the reſidue of the guaiacum 
wood, left after preparing the ſtrong decoction ; for 
all the medicinal virtue is not extracted from, this 
wood by one boiling only, and the ſecond decoc- 
tion is well impregnated with the flavour of the 
guaiacum, though the wood was boiled in a great 
quantity of water, and may conveniently ſerve for 
common drink. LY 

When phylicians firſt began to uſe the decoc- 
tion of guaiacum wood, that drug was ſparingly 
brought trom America into Europe ; hence it was 
ſold at a dear rate. Nicolaus Maſſa + ſays, that an 
ounce of this wood had coſt undecim:ſcutatis aureis, 
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@ eleven golden crowns.” ence the leſs opulent 
were the more ſaving of it, and often boiled the 
ſame wood again in freſh water, and ſo extracted 
all its medicinal virtue before it was thrown away 
as uſcleis : yet he teſtifies, that ſuch decoctions 
were ſo efficacious, that a man who had laboured 
under the French diſcaſe for many years, with noc- 
turnal pains, and various humours, was entirely 
cured by a decoction prepared from one pound of 
this wood, which he had boiled over and over above 
twelve times, as long as the decoction retained any 
of the favour and ſcent of the firſt, which was the 
ſtrongeſt of all. Hutten“ ſays, that almoſt five 
more of this wood were neceſſary to be thus uſed ; 
ſome others ſaid eight, and ſome ten pounds. But 
as Hutten lived bebe Antonius Maſſa's time, perhaps 
this wood was then bought at a dearer price; at 
teaft it is complamed of in the preface of a treatife + 
concerning the cure of the French diſeaſe by guaia- 
eum wood, that much money was required for the 
eure of the diſeaſe with that remedy. 

As guaiacum wood can at this time be purchaſed _ 
gt an eaſier rate, it is not preſerved for a ſecond 
or weaker decoction ; but a leſs quantity of freſh 
wood is uſed for the ſecond decoction, ſo that half 
an ounce'is ſufficient for every pound of the decoc- 
tion which ſerves for common drink. 

Yet it is uſeful in preparing theſe decoctions to 
Aeep the guaiacum wood for ſome hours in water, 
Which may ſerve for the decoction; for then it be- 
comes more highly impregnated with the medicinal 
vittue of this wood. 5 
Ihe decoction of guaiacum, particularly that which 
Has all the ſtrength boiled out, has a very pungent 
flavour, fo that ic ſometimes lightly irritates the 
inner parts of the mouth: but this inconvenience 
ontaneoufly vaniſhes in a ſhort time after it is drank. 
his may be guarded againſt, or at leaſt be mo 
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ably diminiſhed, if the root of liquorice is added to 
the decoction, in ſuch a quantity as to equal half 
the weight of the guaiacum wood. But the liquo- 
rice root is added, which is alſo called >x/zvs , only 
when the boiling is finiſhed, and the decoction is 
poured thereon, and it is infuſed therein half an hour. 
For the ſweetneſs of the liquorice is loſt by the 
boiling, particularly if continued for any long 
time. 

Theſe decoctions were therefore drank in a larger 
quantity after the courſe of ſome days; then ægroti 
corpus plenum eſt hoc liquore ligni, cujus penetrabilis 
acrimonia, & acuta balſamica virtus, talis eſt, ut 
omnem fere pituitam ſolvat, pingue diluat, tenax atte- 
auet, putridum a fracedine ulteriori condiendo præſer- 
vet, cobibeat. Tum medicatus ille liquor fovit, ma- 
ceravit, malos bumores; reſtat dein, ut, velociſſime 
motus, perque omnia vaſa trajectus celeriter, intima 
queque abluat, detergat, repurget, atque ita piuguia 
corporis infetta de corpore quam accuratiſſime eliminet, 
ficque, continuata bac expurgatione, ſanet: © the pa- 
« tient's body is full of this liquor, whoſe penetra- 
<« ting acrimony, and ſharp balſamic virtues are ſuch, 
e that it is capable of diſſolving almoſt all viſcidi- 
ties, of purging groſs and fat humours, attenu- 
« ating what is tenacious, ' and preventing farther 
* putrefaction. When this medicinal liquor has 
« fomented and macerated the bad humours, it then, 
* by the velocity with which it is ſpeedily conveyed 
<« through all the veſſels of the body, waſhes, cleanſes, 
“ purges, and entirely expels all the fat and groſs 
* humours from the moſt infected parts of the body, 
« and thus a cure is effected by a continuation of 
6 this purgation.” | 

That ultimate intention will be obtained, if the 
patient's body 1s expoſed naked to the hot penetra- 
ting vapour of burning ſpirit of wine that he may 
fweat, by which the liquor drank will be diſcharged 
f Our 
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out of the body, and a freſh opportunity will be 
given for filling the body with the like decoction. 
This operation was performed in a two-fold manner: 
the one method was, in a wooden box made for this 
purpoſe, where the patient ſat _1pright with his head 
out of the box, wuilſt the ſpirit of wine was burned 
under a gridiron, that the vapour of it might every 
where reach the body. A copious ſweat uſually fol- 
lowed, which was kept up in this manner for half 
an hour. The patient was then taken out of the 
box, and put into a dry warm bed at hand, and left 
to ſweat for an hour, either more or leſs, according 
as his ſtrength couid bear. But as it would be dan- 
gerous if the heated body, all bedewed with ſweat, 
ſhould be expoſed to the cold air, many. preferred the 
application of the vapour of burning ſpirit of wine to 
the patient's naked body in bed, by a long tube 
thruſt. under the ,bed-cloaths; which may be very 
conveniently done; for fo the removal of the patient 
from the box is avoided, and there is leſs danger of 
the patient's fainting whilſt he lies in a horizontal 
ſituation, than if he hould ft upright in the box. If 
any part of a bone had been infected by the diſeaſe, 
it was wrapped up in flanne] ſteeped in the ſtrong 
decoction of guaiacum during the time of the ſweat; 
and the vapour of the ſpirit of wine was alſo direc- 
ted to the part by the tube, that it might particu- 
larly act on that part; all which can be moſt conve- 
niently done when the patient lies in bed. Hac arte, 
intima ' offium, & reconditifſimarum partium abdiia, 
purgantur penitus; etiam, quo mercurit virius cum 
efficacia baud pertingebat. Etenim videre memint, ju- 
venem, penitiſſime ad ofſa uſque infectum, bac tratia- 
tum met bodo, tanto impetu ejeciſſe ſudores, ut, in vi- 
gore operationis, ſubviridis a Guaiaco ſudor elevaret ſe- 
'  pataretque ulcerum eſcharas, vacillantes jan, & in- 
ferne labefactalas :. By theſe means the inmoſt 
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« receſſes of the bones are entirely purged, as well 
<« as thoſe places which the efficacy of the mercury 
« had not reached; for I remember to have ſeen a 
« young man, who was infected even to the very 
e bones, treated in this manner, and he ſweated ſo 
<« violently, that the ſweat in the height of the ope- 
ce ration was tinged of a greeniſh colour, from the 
* -guaiacum, which raiſed and ſeparated the ſloughs 
© of ulcers, that were already growing loofe and 
& undermined with purulent matter.” 

The ſweat, cauſed by means of burning ſpirit of 
wine, ſhould hardly be continued above half an hour; 
The ſpirit being extinguiſhed, and the tube then 
taken away, let the ſweat continue, but more mode- 
rately, in bed; which the patient can eaſily bear for 
an hour, eſpecially if he take eight or ten ounces of 
hot, weak, lean veal broth, with a little rice boiled 
in it. The preſence of the phyſician who directs 
the cure is neceſſary during the time of ſweating, 
that he may correct any miſtake of the aſſiſtants, 
and ſpeedily ſuccour the patient if he ſhould be 
ſeized with a fainting fir, or any other ſudden acci- 
dent. Then let the body be wiped with a warm dry 
flannel, and then the patient may 'riſe out of bed. 
Let the ſweating be repeated in the evening, with 
the ſame precautions and in the ſame manner; let 
the ſtrong decoction of guaiacum be alſo continued 
to be drank, as alſo the weak fort for common 
drink. Let the ſweating be repeated twice a day 
during fourteen days; then once a day only, for four- 
teen days more, in the morning: that done, the cure 
is finiſhed. And now let the patient be ſtrengthened, 
by gradually increaſing the quantity of his food, 
which muſt be no ways fat ; for in the time of the 
cure, as well as during the time of ſweating, a ſpare 
regimen of diet, except the lean veal broth, muſt 
be obſerved. Nicolaus Maſſa,+- in his time famous 
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for curing the venereal diſeaſe, writes thus: Notan- 
dum eſt, quod infecti, ultima infectione morbi Gallici, 
non ſanantur niſi fortiſſimis & ultimis remediis; ut eſt 
potus difti decocti, cum tenuifjimo vidtu; ſcilicet, cum 
abſtinentia a carnibus, & vino; & ideo, tam in pran- 
dio, quam in coena, biſcoctum panem ad uncias tres, 
& paſſularum uncias duas, comedant, modo virtus to- 
leret: It is to be remarked, that thoſe who are 
« infected by the French diſeaſe, in its utmoſt viru- 
« lence, are not cured. unleſs by the moſt powerful 
« and laſt remedies, ſuch as drinking the ſaid decoc- 
4% tion, with the loweſt diet; that is, an abſtinence 
from every kind of fleſh meats and wine; and 

« therefore, as well at dinner as at ſupper, let them 
« eat three ounces of biſcuit bread, and two ounces 
of raiſins, which will have a good effect.“ More- 
over Maſſa gave a very ſtrong decoction of guai- 
acum; for he mixed two pounds of that wood 
groſsly powdered with ſixteen pints of water, in 
which he had ſteeped the hams a day or two 
before; then boiled it until one half of the; liquor 
was waſted away: he gave this decoction hot in the 
morning, from ſix to twelve ounces, and the ſame 
doſe in the evening. He ordered his patients in the 
intermediate tune to drink as much of the ſecond de- 
coction as they could. 

Let he in this place adviſes, that the phyſician 
ſhould always attend to the habit and ſtrength of the 
patient: Sunt enim homines, non tolerantes famem, 
ſtomachi aut conſuetudinis defectu; quare eſto prudens ; 
& iſtis dabis plus de pane, & etiam de carne; ut puta 
uncias ſex panis, & quatuor carnis: © for there are 
« men not able to bear hunger, either through a 
« weakneſs of the ſtomach or trom cuſtom ; where- 
« fore be prudent, and give them more bread and 
« meat, ſuppoſe fix ounces of bread and four ounces: 
« of meat.” But he ſeems to have preferred the 
white meats, ſuch as veal, lamb, kid, and chickens, 
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and ſometimes permitted them the uſe of ſmall wild 
fowl, but in a ſmall quantity only. 

Leonardus Fuchſius, who practiſed and taught 
medicine in Germany, allowed more food to the pa- 
tients who uſed the decoction of guaiacum for cu- 
ring the venereal diſeaſe by ſweat ; for he gave them 
from four to fix ounces of leavened bread, well baked; 
and moderately ſalted, with a fowl ſtewed in water: 
he adviſed that no more ſhould be taken at ſupper 
than at dinner; Imo, ſi caput defluxionibus idoneum habet 
Eger, cena multo levior, & minor, fit prandio : © but 
< if the patient is ſubject to defluxions, let the ſup- 
per be much lighter and much leſs than the din- 
« ner.” But he remarks, that the Germans have 
great appetites, and dreſs their food much more than 
others ; hence they require a greater quantity of ali- 
ment: wherefore they may eat more freely whilſt 
they uſe the decoction of guatacum ; otherwiſe they, 
from that exceeding low diet, together with the 
evening ſweats and violent pains, which prodigiouſly 
exhauſt the ſtrength, would fall into hectic fevers, 
and die conſumptive. 

For as all ſudden changes are ſaid to be dange- 
rous, and may prove ſo, this will particularly turn 
out true, if any perſon, a long while accuſtomed to 
high living, ſhould be ſuddenly put upon very low 
diet. From whence Hutten reaſonably adviſes, that 
thoſe who are to be cured by the decoction of guai- 
acum ſhould be gradually deprived of their uſual 
food, firſt by a fourth part, then by a third, and a 
little after by the half, ut eſurire diſcat ; © that the 
patient may learn to be hungry.” Wine may be 
given then alſo, but greatly diluted with water. + 
From whence it appears, how badly patients are treated, 
when this difficult treatment 1s committed to unſkilful 
p which never can be ſafe, unleſs adminiſtered 

y a {kilful and prudent phyſician ; for the quantity 
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of ſweat is to be determined according to what the pa- 
tients can variouſly bear; Whether it ſhould not be 
brought on once or twice a day? Whether or not 
the quantity of food allowed for ſuſtaining the pa- 
tient's ſtrength is ſufficient ? Many other occurrences 
may happen during the time of this cure, which re- 
quire a phyſician's preſence and aid: for example, 
in cafe of the patient's fainting ; with reſpect to the 
- augmenting or diminithing the ſweat, heat, &c. 
Huttenus * noverat quemdam fic medentem, qui tres una 
die viros agricblas, cum intra hypocauſtum plus equo 
eſtuans conclujiſſet, ac illi, ſalutis, quam fic adepturos 
ſe ſperabaut, ſtudio, patientius quam par erat confiſte- 
rent, donec, defectis per caloris vehementiam cordibus, 
mori non ſentirent, miſere jugulauit: Hutten knew 
< a certain empiric who undertook this cure, who 
* ſhut up three huſbandmen one day in a room or 
« ſtove, which was hotter than it ſhould have been: 
e they, in hopes of recovering their health, which 
« they expected to obtain thereby, ſtood the opera- 
<« tion more patiently than needful, until they were 
« ſuffocated by the heat, and thus miſerably pe- 
e riſhed.” A good thermometer ſhould be hung 
up 1a the patient's room, which will eaſily inſtruct 
the phy ſician and the by-ſtanders if the place is over- 
heated, or if the heat 1s not ſufficient.” 

But as this evacuation by ſweat becomes ſo very 
powerful, and indeed fo ſudden too, a ſkilful phy- 
ſician will not attempt this cure upon weak and 
emaciated bodies : ſuch as have undergone repeated 
ſalivations, as are totally exhauſted, and almoſt worn 
out by a conſumption, in vain have recourſe to the 
decoction of guaiacum. For unleſs a firmneſs of 
the bowels ſtill remains, and that they can be re- 
cruited again with nouriſhing food, and their col- 
lapſed veſſels be filled, fo as to augment the corpu- 


| lence of the dried body a little, they will die in the 
height of the operation. 
| | Whence 
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Whence I have been obliged to recruit, with a nou- 
riſhing diet, ſuch patients ſometimes tor two or three 
months, and longer, before I could venture tov at- 
tempt a cure by the decoction of guaiacum. If the 
conſtitution was not mended after ſuch nouriſhing 
food thus for a long time taken, I adviied them ra- 
ther to try another method; of which ſomething 
will be hereafter ſaid. In the mean time, it is cer- 
tain, that no firm hope of a cure longer remains in 
ſuch a caſe. As the fibres of the inteſtines and veſ- 
ſels have been weakened by the virulence of the in- 
veterate diſeaſe, and yet oftener by imprudent me- 
thods of cure, and thus the quantity of huinours 
diminiſhed, and the nature of them become ſo de- 
praved, that the moſt nutritious aliments cannot be 
converted into good chyle, or blood, whereby the 
loſt ſtrength may be reſtored; in ſuch caſe, the wretch- 
ed patients are often waſted away by an incurable 
conſumption, or a ſlow fever. £ | 
Hence the reaſon is alſo underſtood, why prudent 
phyſicians will not | ith a ſweat by the vapour 
of burning ſpirits of wine, before they have plenti- 
fully filled the bodies of their patients with the de- 
coction of guaiacum,. during eight days, ſo that 
they ſometimes begin to ſwell and are bloated with 
it. For the penetrating vapour of the ſpirit of wine, 
which every where reaches the naked body, creates 
ſo great a quantity of ſweat, that unleſs the veſſels 
are firſt filled with plenty of ſome fluid, the patients 
will by ſuch a ſudden emptying of the veſſels faint, 
and even incur danger of death. R 

Therefore, as this method was not free from dif- 
ficuky and danger, and was leſs pleaſing to many 
on account of the ſtrict diet and violent ſweats at- 
tending, it, phyſicians began to conſider whether they 
could not expel the venereal yirus from the body by a 
moꝛe commodious method. Thus the celebrated Aftruc* 
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relates, that Alexander Maſſaria believed, that the 
decoction of guaiacum might be adminiſtered in the 
ſame manner as Bath waters; that is, by drinking 
it plentifully, even unto ten or twelve pints at in- 
tervals, walking about during the time of drinking : 
he wonders, that this method was thought of by 
nobody but Maynard; teſtatur autem, ſe mon ſemel 
Boc modo lignt decoctum dedifſe, ſumma" cum facilitate, 
& felicjtate; © for he teſtifies, that he had more 
than once given the decoction of guaiacum in 
this manner, with great eaſe and ſucceſs.” 

Yet it is certain, that Antonius Maſſa,* who wrote 
about the ſame time, had attempted a ſimilar me- 
thod ; for we read the following in his works: Quo- 
nam non pauci ſunt homines, qui inediam, vel cibi et potus 
Præſcri ptam ahflinentiam, minime ferre poſſunt, ideo 
ii non ſunt in mediocri cibi quantitate detinendi, ſed 
dentur lis carnes optime, & vinum mediocre, ifta de- 
coctione dilutum. Etenim plures liberati ſunt ex ſola 

miftione decoctionis lignt Indici, tam prima, quam 
ecunda, bibita in prandio, & coc na, copigſe, ſeu libera- 
liter, comedentes etiam optimas carnes, & excuntes ad 
propria munia. Sed, qui hag via ſanati ſunt, non brevi 
tempore, fed per aliquot menſes, uft funt hac regula. 
Notandum etiam eſt, quod infecti ultima infectione morbi 
Gallici non fanen'ur nifi ultimis & fortiſſimis remediis, 
Sc: For there are many men who cannot at al! 
« bear the preſcribed abſtinence from meat and 
« drink: they therefore are not to be deprived of>a 
« moderate quantity of meat, but let the lighteſt 
be given them, together with a reaſonable quan- 
<« tity of wine diluted in the decoction ; for there 
» have been many perſons cured by only this mix- 
<« ture of the decoction of the Indian wood, as well 
* of the ſecond as firſt boiling, when plentifully 
drank at dinner and ſupper, who alſo eat the 
light meats, and went about their neceſſary buſi- 
neſs. However, thoſe who were cured in this 
| | . 
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manner uſed not this regulation for a ſhort time, 
„but for many months. But it is to be known, 
<« that thoſe who are infected with the utmoſt ſeve- 
<« rity of the French diſeaſe will not be cured un- 
<« leſs by the ultimate and moſt powerful reme- 
“ dies,” &c. | 
I have, with infinite delight, ſeen in the learned, 
uſeful, and elaborate works of the celebrated Mor- 
gagni,* whoſe erudition, perſpicuity, and immenſe 
labours are admired by all phyſicians, and will be 
the admiration of the lateſt poſterity ; to whoſe works 
I, who have learned ſo much from him, do grate- 
fully acknowledge myſelf indebted for this method 
of drinking the decoction of guaiacum, in the ſame 
manner as medicinal waters. The celebrated Val- 
ſalva thought of uſing this decoction only in the 
ſame manner as we uſually drink Spaw water. Da- 
bat primum duas trefve libras, animadvertendo, an fa- 
cite & per veſicam, non per inteſtina aut cutim, ut ali- 
quando, redderetur. Nam ft non facile, aut /i per has 
duas exiret vias, deſiſtebat. Sin facile, & tantum per 
uring vias, prodiret, poſtridie pondus, & /ic magis 
magi ſque indies, augebat ; donec perveniret ad libras de- 
cem. Sic multum, citoque, preficiebat; ut aliquando 
intra tres, haud amplius, . dies vetufta ulcera ſanari, 
gummata deprimi, conſpexerit : He firſt gave the 
c patient two or three pints of it, obſerving if it 
« eaſily paſſed by. urine, and not by ſtool or 
« ſweat, as it ſometimes did; for if it did not 
« ſometimes thus readily paſs off, or by theſe two 
« ways, he ſtopped his hand. But if it was diſ- 
charged by urine only, he the day after increaſed 
e the quantity until it amounted to ten pints ; thus 
* jt ſoon became fo very efficacious, that he ſome- 
* times ſaw the old ulcers healed in three days, and 
« all the gummata ſubſide.” Morgagni witneſſes to 
have uſed this fame method with good ſucceſs; for 
| Dd4 „ 
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he {aw a woman, who had been plagued with vene- 
real ulcers for two years, cured with it. She had a 
large one on either knee, and three or four ſmall 
ones corroded the palate of her mouth, ſo that the 
food ſhe attempted to ſwallow came moſtly out at 
her noſtrils. He alſo knew a man, who had the hy- 
pogaſtric region and thighs filthily ulcerated by the 
yenereal diſeaſe, ſucceſstully cured by the ſame me- 
thod. From whence he proves, that thoſe greatly 
err who have ſuppoſed, on account of the celerity 
with which mineral waters, drank in large quanti- 
ties, paſs off, ſome paſſages whereby they get to 
the bladder without entering the circulation; for un- 
leſs the decoction of gualacum was received into the 
blood, and had been with it circulated through the 
veſſels ſo as to have waſhed. all parts of the body, 
venereal ulcers, ſo diſtantly ſituated from each other 
in various parts of. the body, could not have been 
ſo ſoon and happily cured. 

It is eaſily underſtood, that when this decoction 
of guaiacum is drank in the ſame way as mineral 
waters, to about ten pints, it cannot be ſo ſtrong 
as that which is uſed for curing the venereal diſeaſę 
by ſweating; which is ſo ſaturated, that it much ir 
ritates, pay, ſlightly inflames, the inward parts of 
the mouth ſometimes, particularly in the beginnin 
of che cure; but the patients grow more accuſtom 
to it, and beat it more eaſily afterwards. Care may 
however be taken to add liquorice root to the de- 
coction, when taken off the fire, as I have before 
ſaid; or if the patients eat a fig before and after 
"they take the decoction, the inward parts of their 
mouths will be far leſs irritated, being defended by 
its mucilaginous juice. 
The decoction of guaiacum may therefore be taken 
in a two- fold manner; for the body is filled with this 
gdecoction and emptied by ſtrong ſweats, brought on 
y the heat of 'the place, and the yapour of burnt 
fp of wine, together with a ſevere courle of low 
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diet, void of all fat; for in this cure artificium con- 
ſiftit in eo, ut rurſum omnia pinguia reſolvantur, cor- 
puſque ita emacietur, nibil ut olei retineat ; unde hanc 
exficcationis curam vocant :* © the whole artifice con- 
« ſiſts in entirely diſſolving all the fat or groſs hu- 
« mours, ſo that the body may be emaciated to ſuch 
« a degree as to retain no olly particles; from 
« whence this is called the cure by exſiccation:“ 
then there are hopes of expelling the adherent ve- 
nereal virus, together with all that is fat from the 
the body. The other manner of uſing this decoc-" 
tion of guaiacum is, to drink a great quantity of it, 
prepared much weaker, in the ſame manner as mi- 
neral waters, that it may paſs by urine, and waſh 
away the venereal contagion from the body. As 
manifeſt traces of this method may be ſtill found 
amongſt thoſe authors who, about the time of the 
firſt appearance of this diſeaſe in Europe, wrote con- 
cerning its cure, and as the utility of this method 
ſtands confirmed by the unexceptionable teſtimonies 
of theſe yet greater men Yalſalva and Morgagni; it 
ſeems well worth the notice and trial of others ; for 
it is by far leſs injurious than the dry cure, which re- 
quires ſo ſevere a courſe of diet, that it diſguſts al- 
moſt every one; neither is the body undoubtedly ſo 
debilitated here.  _ - | E 
It was before ſaid, in the preceding ſection, that 
the quantity of urine was increaſed by day, and the 
cutaneous diſcharge by night, after the uſe of the 
decoction of guaiacum for the cure of the venereal 
diſeaſe; and ttiat it operated in ſome others by ſtoo! : 
from whence it appears, that the venereal virus is to 
be expelled thro? various ways from the body: But 
Valſalva abſtained from the uſe of the decoction of 
guaiacum in the ſame manner as mineral Waters, 
unleſs it folely operated by the urinary paſſages. 
Perhaps a gentle ſweat or purging would not prove 
yery prejudicial, provided the greateſt part - the 
ecoc- 
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decoction was evacuated by urine. But this is only a 
conjeCture ; and as fo quick and ſafe a cure was ef- 
fected by this method, it ſeems beſt rather to inſiſt 
upon its operation by urine, when this method is 
tried. But the celebrated Boer baave gave the fol- 
lowing advice concerning the uſe of crude mercury, 
and the decoction of guaiacum, in the cure of the 
venereal diſcaſe: Quum ad ſumma hecce mala, ut 
plurimum, ptyaliſmus, & hc decoctorum methodus, 
ſoleat adbiberi, ſemper obſervanti conſtitit, ptyaliſmo 
feliciter ſudoris expulſionem ſuccedere; ſed, quoties 
Guaiaci liquore humores corporis penitiſſime prius diſſo- 
luti fuerant, ut ad hanc curationem deſderatur, tum 
ſalivatio, poſtea mercurio excitanda, præſcripta vix 
Boni quid præſtitit; quin imo, vel maxima datus copia, 
aut per friftiones corpori applicatus, nibil quidquam 
ſalivationis excitavit. Credidi inde, poſtquam illud ali- 
quoties videram, argentum vivum in attenuatos penitus 
bumores nihil fere agere, ſed ſine offenſa dilabi, atque 
tterum exire, vix turbato ſanguine When a ſali- 
« vation and this ſweating courſe are uſed. to 
„ expel this train of evils, copious ſweats are ob- 
ce ſerved uſually to break out happily after a ſa- 
6 livation: but when the humours of the body 
are firſt totally diſſolved by the liquor of guaia- 
* cum, as often as it is required for this method 
4 of cure, then a ſalivation afterwards by mercu- 
ry is hardly ever preſcribed ; becauſe even the 
« oreateft quantity, given or applied by frictions to 
< the body, brings on no ſalivation. I from hence 
< believed, having often ſeen this, that crude mer- 
* cury acted very little upon the humours entirely 
< attenuated, but glided through, and paſſed out of 
* the body without. offence, or ſcarce any diſtur- 
* bance to the blood.” 7" 

But a decoction. of the roots of ſarſaparilla has 
been alſo taken for the cure of the venereal diſeaſe ; 
nay, many phyſicians have given it ſuch wonderful 
| encomums, 
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encomiums, that they preferred it to the decoction 
of guaiacum ; and mzny more judged it not to be 
an uſeleſs remedy, though they expected not ſuch 
great effects from it. Nardus Antonius Recchi * 
affirmed it to be the ſmilax aſpera, already deſcribed 
by Dioſcorides; whence he ſays, De forma ejus nibil 
dicam; quoniam illam affabre deſcripfit Dioſcorides : 
<« 1 ſhall ſay nodung about its form, becauſe Dioſ- 
“ corides has judiciouſly deſcribed it.” He has men- 
tioned and deſcribed four kinds of ſarſaparilla, and 
firmly believed, that the fibrous roots of the /milax 
aſpera have the ſame virtue which is highly extolled 
in this American plant. Mos eſt hominum ita admis 
rari extera, ut nibil putent apud ſe naſci, quod, longius 
deveftum, in maximo habeatur pretio : © It is cuſto- 
«© mary among men to value foreign commodities 
« ſo highly, that they think they have nothing good 
« at home, becauſe what is brought from far is 
« ſold at a very high rate.” He praiſes the ſudo- 
rific virtue of this root, by which pains of the joints, 
and other parts of the body, are cafed, and obſti- 
nate and incurable venereal diforders are vanquiſhed, 
This plant has a very thick and ſhort root near the 
ſtalk, from which many other roots, not thicker 
than gooſe quills, branch out, and horizontally creep 
under ground. The druggiſts ſell thefe fibrous 
roots rolled up in a little ball, and the apotheca- 
ries only uſe theſe ; yer I have often ſeen the thick 
root, from which the ſmaller ones branch, which 
ſome. call the mother of ſarſaparilla; but that is not 
uſed by the apothecaries, but is kept as a curioſity 
uſua ly, as they, for the moſt part, have the ſmaller 
roots rolled up in a ball, which can be wound off 
again to a great length. | 
The outſide of theſe roots is of a brown colour, 
the inſide white, and they can be eaſily ſplit from 
end to end, as the apothecaries uſually do before 
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they are cut into ſmaller parts for the decoction, 
for ſo the water can better penetrate their inward ſub- 
ſtance, and extract all their medicinal virtue. fl 
I have very often taſted the roots of ſarſaparilla, 
and found them of a mealy mild flavour. I have 
made a very ſtrong decoction of them, in which 1 
found an unſavoury mealy taſte, as if it were a lit- 
tle ſaltiſh. I always found this root perfectly ino- 
dorous, I particularly wondered at that, as Nicolaus 
Maſſa * (who, amongſt other authors who have wrote 
of the venereal diſeaſe, merits great reputation) ſays 
as follows: Si quis, maſticando, & in ore detinendo, 
ejus guſtum ſcire voluerit, manifeſtam amaritudinem, 
cum aliquali ſtipticitate, ſentiet, & qualitatem guſtum 
22 cognoſcet; & ideo ſileant, qui eam inſipi- | 
m ex omni parte, & inodoratam, eſſe dicunt; expe- 
rientia enim, & ſenſus, contra eos pugnant : © If 77 
6 one is willing to know the taſte of this root, 
chewing and holding it awhile in the mouth, he 
* will find a manifeſt bitterneſs with ſomething of 
« of. a ſtipticity in it, and will acknowledge that 
i the quality of the taſte is offenſive.” Let thoſe 
< therefore be ſilent who ſay that it is wholly inſi- 
pid, and affords no odour, for experience and their 
«own ſenſes contradict them.“ He indeed confeſſes 
it to have no odour in it when dry, as the root is, 
brought to us; but he affirms, that the decoction, 
exhales one which is rather unpleaſant and diſ- 
guſting. * | i 
Though he extols the decoction of ſarſaparilla, 
for curing the venereal diſeaſe, he nevertheleſs con- 
teſles, that its effect cannot be compared to that of 
the decoction of guaiacum : verum efſe medicinam ſe- 
curitatis, & fine diſcrimine dari poſſe: “ but it is a 
« very ſafe medicine, and may be given without 
« danger;” for it is much weaker. Siquidem, qui 
cum bac medicina ſanantur, facile ex cauſa, & non 
multum poſt tempus, in eandem ægritudinem revertun- 
| | 1 ur © 
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tur: „ Wherefore thoſe who are cuted by this me- 
« dicine eaſily relapſe into the ſame diſeaſe again in 
“ a ſhort time.“ | 
\ Veſalins, who cloſely examined and perfectly de- 
ſcribed the ſarſaparilla (which the Spaniards call 
ſparta parilla, i. e. the humble of manners) ſent 
from the Indies, in his Epiſtola de radice Ching , 
thus teſtifies; Stipites hos, aut ſarmenta, non minus 
quam Chinam, dicas eſſe inſipida, imo magis omni ma- 
nifeſta qualitate, que in ejuſmodi medicamentis merito 
dęſideratur, quam Chinam, deſtituta: © You may 
«© ſay, that theſe roots are not leſs inſipid than 
<« China root, nay even more ſo in all the mani- 
<« feſt qualities ſo deſervedly looked for in medi- 
« cines of this kind, than the China root.” For 
we read in an annexed ſchedule concerning the roots 
of ſarſaparilla, that a purge being being firſt given, 
a cup of this decoction, made by boiling an ounce 
of ſarſaparilla in two meaſures of water, was to be 
drank warm in the morning, and before ſupper : the 
ſame decoction was given as common drink at din- 
ner and ſupper, without any reſtriction with reſpect 
to diet. Thoſe who uſed this decoction were alſo 
allowed to appear any where in public : linnen cloths, 
ſteeped in this ſame decoction, were applied to ul- 
cers and pained limbs. The decoction of ſarſapa- 
rilla was drank in this manner for twenty-four days, 
then a purging remedy being given, the cure was 
finiſhed. 

Veſalius ſeems not to have repoſed any great 
confidence in the efficacy of ſarſaparilla, for he 
confeſſes, that he never had made trial of it; 
quandoquidem, cui ab amicis, divini auxilii vice, hac 
ſarmenta miſſa ſunt, Guaiaci decotFo jam videretur re- 
ſtitutus; &, neglectis ſarmentis illis, eorum portiones 
guaſdam aſſumere, ac amicis, ut Indicas bas impoſiuras 
ex pendant, tranſmittere, aliiſque medicis proponere, mibi 
liceat : © Foraſmuch as the perſon to whom theſe 
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4 roots were, as a divine aſſiſtance, ſent from his 
e friends, was already cured, to all appearance, by 
* thedecoCtionof guaiacum, whence theſe roots being 
<< negleCted, I have taken ſome portions of them, and 
* ſent them to my friends, and other phyſicians, with 
« a view that this Indian impoſture may be thorough- 
ly examincd, as I think it is my duty ſo to do.” 
Gabriel Fallopius lived almoſt at the ſame time 
that Veſalius did, and we have a treatiſe of his on 
the French diſcaſe; but it is a poſthumous work, 
ubliſhed by his pupils, who ſeem to have acknow- 
le ed more medicinal virtue in the ſarſaparilla; and 
he confeſſes that he believed it to be the root of the 
ebulus, until a Spaniard brought an entire plant of 
it to the duke of Florence ; he then ſaw that the 
root of ſmilax aſpera was ſariapatilla, which was 
proved by experience; for as he in monte ſandti Ju- 
liani, Piſis, in the mount of St. Julian at Piſa,” 
had ſeen the /milax aſpera growing, he was careful 
to have the roots of it dug up, which ſemper uſus fait 
loco ſalſæparillæ; & per liennium illud, quo ibi fuit, 
ſemper felici cum ſucceſſu plurimos a Luc Gallica libe- 
ravit * he always uſed inſtead of the ſarſapa- 
4c rilla, and with that, conſtantly for two years, 
« cured many of the French diſeaſe very ſucceſs- 
e fully.” Yet he remarks, that the ſarſaparilla 
brought from Spain has greater, thicker, and plumper 
roots; the ſmilax aſpera has ſhorter ſtrings or hairs 
about the roots, which he believes to happen be- 
cauſe the plant growing in a ſtony ſoil. receives leſs 
nutriment; In reliquis, idem eſt ſapor, idem cortex, 
eadem medulla, & facultas; imo vivacior in noftra : 
« it is the ſame in every other reſpect; has the 
« ſame rhind, the ſame pith, and the ſame virtues ; 
„ nay, our own {milax aſpera is even the moſt ac- 
tie.“ | 
But as to the virtues of ſarſaparilla, it has ſuch 
as appear hardly poſſible to reconcile together: Fido 
| falſe 
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ſalſe magis, quam ligno (Guaiaco); imbecillior eſt certe 
ligno; habet tamen & ipſa nobiles vires, quibus ſu- 
perat Guaiacum; & eſt, quod, fi poſt ſuperatum mor- 
bum Callicum reſtent ulcera, aut Rhagades circa ſe- 
dem, duplo citius ſanat hac quam lignum Indicum : 1 
e confide more in ſarſaparilla than in guaiacum : 
« jt is certainly weaker than that wood, yer it poſ- 
« ſeſſes noble virtues, in which it excels the guai- 
« acum; namely, if any ulcers remain after the 
% French diſeaſe is vanquiſhed, or if any fiflures re- 
« main about the anus, it cures them half as ſoon 
e again as that Indian wood.” He from hence ap- 
pears to have repoſed hopes in the ſarſaparilla, when 
the contagion of the venereal diſeaſe had been, by 
more efficacious remedies, chaſed away in ſuch a 
manner, as that only ſome ſlight relicts of the diſ- 
eaſe ſtill remained, always ſuſpicious ; which ſeems to 
be confirmed by more recent obſervations. Yet Fal- 
lopius acknowledges, that if the firſt trial by the 
ſarſaparilla does not ſucceed, the ſecond, or third, at 
leaſt, will be effectual. For he thus ſays : Cum ergo 
in Galtico adſunt ulcera, ad hoc medicamentum confugio, 
tanguam ad certiſſimum & tutiſſumum auxilium; &, ft 
non facit prima diæta, facit ſaltem ſecunda, vel tertia. 
Preſtans eſt Guaiacum, tamen ego utor Salſa in levi- 
bus. Soleo etiam miſcere hæc duo fimul ; * When ul- 
„ cers, therefore, attend the French diſeaſe, - I have 
« recourſe to this medicine, as the moſt certain 
and ſafeſt help; and if it proves not effectual the 
firſt time, it will the ſecond, or at leaſt the 
third. Guaiacum is excellent, yet I uſe ſarſapa- 
<« rilla in ſlighter caſes. I alſo ſometimes mix theſe 
* two together.” This he alfo deſcribes* in the fol- 
lowing chapter; and he adds the guaiacum : Firſt, be- 
cauſe the decoction of ſarſaparilla ſlightly offends the 
ſtomach, and ſometimes cauſes ſtools : Secondly, 
quando walebat erudicare morbum, & opus erat uti 
ſalſa : * When he was deſirous of eradicating the 
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&« diſeaſe, it was needful to uſe ſarſaparilla alſo :” 
Thirdly, When he had an inveterate Lues to cure, 
utrumque ſumebat, & lignum, & ſalſam: he then 
« uſed. both guaiacum and ſarſaparilla.“ 

This method of adding guaiacum to the decoction 
of ſarſaparilla takes place till : thus the decoction 
of ſarſaparilla, to which a ſmall quantity of guai- 
acum is added, is given to the infected with the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe in the hoſpital at Florence, called, Ar- 
ciſpedale de gPincurabili : * The hoſpital for incu- 
„e rables.” Fallopius made his decoctions of an equal 
quantity of guaiacum and ſarſaparilla; but the ce- 
lebrated Targioni Tozzett: * teſtifies, that ſix hundred 
and fifty pounds of ſarſaparilla, and only fix pounds 
of guaiacum wood, are yearly conſumed. in that 
hoſpital. That famous man would rather have a 
greater quantity of the guaiacum added to the de- 
coction, by which the cure of the venereal diſeaſe is 
attempted in this hoſpital, at leaſt for the uſe of 
thoſe ' patients who are molt ſeverely afflicted with 
this diſeaſe. | | | 

And he even ſhewed the directors of this hoſpital 
how uſeful it would be to give the decoction of 
gualacum only, together with the low diet already 
preſcribed, to patients labouring under an inveterate 
Lues; particularly to thoſe whoſe bones might have 
been corroded by a caries ; for it is eaſily conceived, 
that ſuch a cure is not to be expected from the de- 
coction of ſarſaparilla. | | 

The famous Fordyce ꝓ relates many caſes of per- 
ſons labouring with the venereal diſeaſe, who found 
very remarkable benefit from the uſe of the decoc- 
tion of ſarſaparilla; particularly in intolerable noc- 
turnal pains and head-achs proceeding from this 2 
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eaſe, and the decoction was prepared in the follow- 
ing manner: 5 | | 

R. Rad. Sarſaparillz unc. wi. decoque in libris ſes 
aque fluviatilis, vaſe aperto, ad colaturam duarum li- 
brarum (civilium nempe, que facinnt triginta duas 
uncias.) He adviſes the ſarſaparilla to be choſen as 
freſh as poſſible, neither worm-eaten nor decayed by 
the ſalt water in the paſſage : he ſometimes added a 
{mall quantity of liquorice root to this decoction, to 
mend the taſte of it. He ordered the above quantity 
of decoction to be taken at two or three draughts in 
twenty-four hours, either hot or cold, as might be 
molt pleaſing to the patient's palate. The decoction 
was prepared freſh every two days, and what re- 
mained was kept in a cold cellar, A low diet was 
alſo recommended, together with a total abſtinence 
from wine. 

He tried the ſarſaparilla in powder and decoction 
upon younger perſons ; but he could not thus radi- 
cally extirpate the venereal diſeaſe: perhaps becauſe 
the uſe of crude mercury had not preceded, or be- 
cauſe they were unwilling to uſe the farſaparilla a 
ſufficient length of time. | 

This decoction has been found exceedingly ſer- 
viceable to thoſe of a lean and phthificky conſump- 
tive conſtitution, cauſed by the venereal diſeaſe ; for 
it reſtored the ſtrength, appetite, corpulence, and 
natural colour.“ | 

He particularly expected much benefit from 
the uſe of ſarſaparilla, when crude mercury and the 
decoction of guaiacum had not entirely cured the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe. F 

From whence he concludes; that mercury, gehe- 
rally ſpeaking, cures venereal diforders for the moſt 
part; and that ſarſaparilla cures perhaps thoſe which 
reſiſt the power of mercury: ſo that it is probable, 
Vol. XVII. E e that 
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that every venereal complaint may be cured by a 
combination of both theſe remedies, of which we 
read an example in the ſame volume. 

Storck * allo has confirmed the efficacy of the decoc- 
tion of ſarſaparilla, in his practical obſervations, and 
found its effect ſometimes to be far greater than he 
expected; Which he proves by a very wonderful 
cale : A woman, labouring under venereal buboes, 
applied for aſſiſtance to a bagnio-keeper, who, b 
the application of mercurial unction, diſperſed the 
tumours ; but ſhe preſently felt a violent pain in the 
bottom of her belly, which, towards the evening, 
became extremely excruciating, attended with a high 
fever, and the paroxyſm ended with a copious per- 
ſpiration, She was not uneaſy ; for in the morning 
all the pain vaniſhed, and her pulſe was natural. 
In the afternoon all her complaints returned, and in 
the ſame order. She was carried to an hoſpital, 
where ſhe concealed the cauſe of the diſeaſe, but 
when different medicines, and even the quinguina it- 
ſelf, could afford her no eaſe, ſhe ſpontaneouſly 
confeſſed the origin of the diſeaſe. Trial was then 
made of the decoction of bardana, together with a 
ſolution of mercurius dulcis in water, in ſuch a 
doſe that ſhe might take four grains a day of it; 
whereby the pains diminiſhed, and the tever became 
milder in two days. But though ſhe was treated 
tor a fortnight in this ſame manner, no other change 
was obſerved. The corroſive ſublimate was then 
tried; but that cauſed great heat in the ſternum, a 
dryneſs of the breaſt, thirſt, and pains of the head; 
ſo that it was left off. Mercurial purges were alſo 
given, with plentiful draughts of emollient decoc- 
tions, but without ſucceſs, for her ſtrength decreaſed 
every day. | 

She at length took the decoction of ſarſaparilla, 
and, on the fourth day after, diſcharged a great 

quan- 


+ Medical Obſervat. and Inquiries, Tom, I. p. 406. 
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quantity of viſcous brown matter by urine. On the 
fifth day, the urine” was thin, but an acrid thick 
fœtid browniſh matter was diſcharged from the va- 
gina; the pains, together with the fever, greatly 
abated ; and in a fortnight nothing more came from 
the vagina; the pains and fever entirely vaniſhed, 
her ſtrength daily increaſed, and the woman reco- 
vered perfect health. She was adviſed to uſe the 
ſame decoction, but more diluted, for ſome weeks 
longer, that if any morbid matter {till lurk'd in the 
habit, it might be cleanſed away. 

China root began to be Bax into Europe about 
the year 1525. This was extolled as an incompa- 
rable remedy for ſubduing the venereal diſeaſe, As 
a far leſs exactneſs of diet was obſerved during the 
whole time of drinking the China- root decoction, a 
moderate uſe of wine diluted in this decoction was 
granted to the patients, and the root was fold at a 
very high price. This remedy ſoon grew into eſteem 
amongſt the more opulent, becauſe that it was alſo 
productive of moſt certain relief in pains or diſeaſes 
of the joints; for which reaſon this decoction was 
drank by the emperor Charles the Fifth. It was pre- 
pared in the following manner. One ounce of it 
was ſhaved into ſmall chips, about the thickneſs of 
a man's nail only, Theſe ſhavings were ſteeped in 
a ſmall quantity of water for twenty-four hours, then 
boiled in twelve pints of water, till a third part of 
the water was conſumed. But the veſſel in which 
this decoction 1s thus prepared, ſhould be very large, 
leſt any part ſhould overflow in the boiling ; it 
ſhould allo be covered cloſe that none of the virtue 
of it may exhale. When it was ſtrained, the ſhavings 
were preſerved for other uſes. The decoction ſhould 
be made freſh every day, becauſe, if kept longer, it 
will grow four. | 

A large cup of this decoction was given warm to the 
patient in bed, at the dawn of day; then being well 
covered up, he tried to bring on a ſweat for two 


e 2 hours, 
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hours, for the more the patient ſweated the more 
benefit he received; then being well dried, he aroſe 
and dreſſed himſelf in warm cloaths, and was care- 
ful of catching cold. He drank of the ſame decoc- 
tion in the day-time rather warm, but the hotter it 
was the more beneficial it proved. (Chickens and 
fowls, ſtewed without ſalt, were allowed; the pa- 
tient kept his room until the eighth day, then went 
abroad warmly cloathed. He was to abſtain from 
all acids and roaſted meat for fourteen days. The 
uſe of honey was recommended, to prevent coſtive- 
nels ; Ex quocumque tamen ferculo ſumendum medio- 
criter eft ; conſtat enim, non minus beneficti accedere 
a diætæ norma, quam ab aquæ (decocti Ching) ſump- 
tion? :* © yet every diſh that comes to table mult 
« be but moderately eaten of; for it is manifeſt, 
<« that a ſpare diet is not leſs beneficial than the 
e taking the decoction of the China- root:“ nor 
was any other liquor to be uſed during the whole 
time of the cure, which laſted twenty-four days. 
The uſe of venery was forbidden during this whole 
time. 

The China- root ſhavings which had been uſed in 
preparing this decoction, were dried, and then taken 
to the enount of two ounces, and boiled in the 
fame manner as at firſt in twelve pints of water to 
a third part : this decoction, after the expiration of 
the twenty-four days cure, was given to the patient 
for common drink for eight or ten days more, The 
ulcers (if any) were fomented with this decoction 
whilſt the patient remained at home; if he went 
abroad they were covered with ſome other dreſſings, 
and the ſame decoction was again applied upon Kia 


return home. A little roaſt meat was allowed him 

after the fourteenth day of the cure. The China- 

root, which is fold in the ſhops, is a very thick, pro- 

tuberant, knotty, woody ſubſtance z the outſide is 

bo light, 

Andr. Veſal. Epiſt. de radice Chinæ. in Aphrodiſia co, 
p. 584, 598. 2 
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light, and of a brown colour; the inſide is almoſt 
of a role colour; it ſcarcely has any evident taſte or 
ſmell. I never found it otherwiſe, though I have 
often taſted it. Nicolaus Maſſa * is nevertheleſs an- 
gry at thoſe qui hanc radicem inodoratam dicunt, & 
ſcribunt; cum ſenſus illos redarguat : Ego, inquit, non 
ſemel tantum fruſtum iſtius radicis volui mandere, & 
dentibus confregi, ſed & aliis doctis & ſenſatis viris 
ad maſticandum dedi (ne forte in proprio ſenſu deci- 
perer) ; qui omnes, & ego etiam, affirmant, poſt maſti- 
cationem, ſaporem aliquem amarum ſentiri manifeſium, 
& ſtipticitatem quandam. Similiter poſt ebullitionem 
odoravi, & aliis ad olfaciendum dedi; qui mecum 
omnes odorem aliquem levem percipi affirmant, & cog- 
noſcunt, ut ego cognovi, Sc: who ſay and write 
« that this root has no ſmell in it; as their ſenſe 
<« of {ſmelling contradicts them. I, ſays he, not 
only broke and chewed a piece of this root many 
times, but alſo gave it to be chewed by other 
learned men of lively ſenſations, (leſt my own ſenſe 
« ſhould be deceived) who all, as well as myſelf, 
e affirmed, that they perceived ſome manifeſt bitter 
« taſte, and ſoinething of a ſtipticity after chewing 
« jt, I have in like manner ſmelled it when boiled, 
* and cauſed others to ſmell the decoction, who, 
« with me, affirmed, that they perceived fame light 
* odour in it, and know as I know,” &c. 

It is much to be lamented, and brings diſhonour 
upon the ſalutary art, that phyſicians, {kilful in their 
profeſſion, ſhould ſo much differ in opinion about 
the qualities of a known remedy, which thetr ſenſes 
can determine. Yeſalius,} who examined the China- 
root, being then a new remedy and highly extolled, 
with no indifferent circumſpection, and whoſe vir- 
tues the emperor Charles the fifth directed an enquiry 
into, wrote as follows: Utcumque Chinam, modo ali- 
equi ficcam & lignoſam, maſtices, ac dentibus conteras, 

h E e 3 nullo 
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nullo illam ſapore præditam afjirmare palſis; longeque 
adbuc minus (quantum in illius, non autem in adjacen- 
tium pharmacorum, natura eſt) odorati quidquam pre 
ſe fert; neque unFuofi quidgquam, quod alii in ipſa ob- 
ervaſſe contendunt, deguſtanti, aut alias pertradtanti, 
oftendit : © In whatloever manner you chew the 
e“ China- root, which is no otherwiſe than dry and 
“ woody as you break it between your teeth, you 
e cannot affirm it poſſeſſes any flavour, and ſtill 
« far leſs ( according to the nature of it in the apo- 
© thecaries ſhops) is it productive of any ſmell; 

neither does it appear any way oily to the taſte, 
& or as it is otherwile handled, as many others have 
& contended to have obſerved.” He afterwards ſub- 
Joins a long catalogue of the medicinal virtues which 
are uſually attributed to the decoction of China- root, 
and finally concludes : Interim didtus jam antes ftu- 
pidus ſapor, citra einne adſtrictionis indicium, in Chino 
occurrit, negue, quantumvis fimplici aquæ tnicoguas, 
alium ſaporem, quam ex Hordeo corticibus non enun- 
dato, & minima dulcis radicis portione, conſus gere ani- 

madvertas, rubeſcente pariter nonnihil Ching decocto, 
fulvi admodum vini inſtar, aut ejus, quod ex longa ii 
cantharo mora ruborem contraxit, adeo ut binc, quod 
ad manifeſtas qualitates ſpectat, vis tantum in ſudoris 
uringque provocatione, & illis virtutibis, quibus China 
bodie probatur, ex ipſius decocto, quam ex bordei, ſpe- 
randum fit : * An inſipid flavour occurs jn China 
« root, without the leaſt mark or an aſtringent 
„ power, as has been already mentoned# You 
« will perceive no other flavour in it, though you 
« boil it ever ſo long in ſimple water, than what 
4 proceeds from barley boiled with the hulls on, and 
a very ſmall portioh of the ſweet root. There is 
« ſomething of a reddiſh caſt in the decoction of 
% China- root, relembling that of red wine, or the 
© rednefs which is contracted by its being kept a 
long while in a decanter, ſo that hence from its 
Fe mmanifelt qualities with reſpect to the urinary and 
| cutapeous 


* * 
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« cutaneous diſcharges, and thoſe virtues for which 
* the China- root is at preſent extolled, there is ſcarce 
<< more to be expected from this new decoction than 
0 from barley-water.” 

Neither did Gabriel Fallopius attribute much 
virtue to the China- root, in curing the venereal diſ- 
eaſe; who otherwiſe, with great acrimony, carps at 
Veſalius in his anatomical obſervations. He gave a 
much ſtronger decoction of this root to his patients; 
for he boiled two ounces of the root in twelve pints 
of water until the half was conſumed. But though 
he believed this remedy ſerviceable in other diſeaſes, 
he forbids the uſe of it for curing the venereal diſ- 
temper ; for he teſtifies that he had tried it three or 
four times unſucceſsfully in this diſeaſe : whence he 
thus ſays, Ego uſus ſum iſto medicamento, in infirmi- 
tatibus viſcerum, in cancris exulceratis, & in lippitu- 
dinibus, felici ſatis ſucceſſu ; ſed non in morbo Gallico. 
Nota tamen, quod ex uſu radicis illius valde pinguis 
fat homo: Reliqua miracula in noſtro orbe edere reſpuit ; 
<« I have uſed this medicine for infirmities of the 
« bowels, ulcerated cancers, fore and bloodſhot 
« eyes, with very good ſucceſs, but with none at 
c“ all in the French | diſeaſe. Remark however, 
« that a man grows very fat by the uſe of this 
« root, The reſt of its miraculous virtues in our 
part of the globe I do not think equally well 
„ founded.“ 

Proſper Alpinus + ſays he was an eye-witneſs to 
that effet᷑t whereby the decoction of China- root in- 
creaſes the fat of the body; for the people of Aſia 
eſteem it for fattening the women in their ſe- 
raglios. 

Though it may appear from what has been ſaid, 
that this root is not endowed with ſuch remarkable 
virtues, yet by reaſon of the water in which it is 
copioully diluted, its efficacy merits a place in that 

E e 4 claſs 
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claſs of remedies which are by phyſicians uſually 
called ſanguinem depurantia, * purihers of the blood ;” 
becauſe theſe without any increaſed motion of the 
humours can by attenuating, thinning, and pro- 
voking the excretions by urine and ſweat, waſh away 
all acrimony from the humours, and ſo diſpoſe the 
veſſels at the ſame time, that they may eaſily tranſmit 
the humours. All phyſicians know, that water 
alone is an efficacious remedy, to which if a ſpa- 
ring diet be joined, much good may be expected 
therefrom. 

I oftener gave a decoction of the roots of Bardana 

to people of low circumſtances, who could have 
them at an eaſy price every where; and I have found 
them as effectual, and even more ſo than the decoc- 
tion of China- root. 
It appears from very recent obſervations, that 
the uſe of cicuta, or hemlock, has been remarkably 
profitable 1 in venereal cales, which neither a ſaliva- 
tion, other mercurial remedies, nor decoctions could 
any way ſubdue. 

A hard ſcirrhous tumour, bigger than a man's fiſt, 
aroſe in the ſcrotum of a man above forty years of 
age, after a ſudden ſuppreſſion of a gonorrhea by 
an aſtringent injection; yet both teſticles were un- 
hurt and ſound. He had laboured under this tu- 
mour a year and a half, and a ſalivation and other 
internal and external remedies had been tried without 
ſuccefſss. 

The cicuta was then given him, together with 
plenty of the decoction of bardana; but though the 
patient had already taken a whole drachm of the ex- 
tract of cicuta, on the twentieth day, there was no 
change obſerved in the tumour. ' A drachm and a 
half was given him on the thirtieth day, the tumour 
ſeemed ſofter on the thirty- third day, and the patient 
found his health no way affected by the remedy. 
A mercurial purge was given him on the thirty- 
birth . After the fortieth day he * took two 

| drachms 
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drachms of the extract of cicuta, and the tumour 
grew lels. 

The patient continued this doſe until the fifth 
month, a gentle mercurial purge being interpoſed 
every fourteenth day : then the tumour was totally 
diſſolved, and the man perfectly cured.* A young 
man, nineteen years of age, had venereal ulcers all 
over his body, and both his ſhin-bones deeply cor- 
roded with a caries. Antivenereal remedies of every 
kind were given the poor wretch, which ſo injured 
him, that he became orcatly debilirated, and ema- 
ciated to the laſt degree. Starck,F doubtful whether 
theſe remedies had been adminiſtered in a proper 
doſe and with due precaution, tried various others, 
but to no purpoſe, 

He therefore ordered a trial of the efficacy of 
cicuta : he took care that the ulcers and carious 
bones ſhould be covered with linen cloths, wetted in 
a fomentation of cicuta. The extract of cicuta was 
internally given, with a large quantity of the decoc- 
tion of Bardana, and the addition of a third part 
of milk. This in a tew days cauſed a great change 
for the better, and the patient's ſtrength increaſed. 
Abour the end of the ſecond month all the ſloughs 
ſeparated, and moſt of the ulcers were firmly cica- 
trized, and the nocturnal pains that tormented the 
patient entirely ceaſed. 

Nor was there need of a very large doſe of cicuta, 
as the higheſt quantity taken in twenty-four hours 
exceeded not a drachm. At the end of the third 
month of the cure, his health appeared perfectly re- 
eſtabliſhed, his pains all vaniſhed, and his ſtrength 
returned, The remarkable effects of cicuta Þ are 
allo mentioned elſewhere, 


It 
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It furthermore appears by the famous $:3rck's moſt 
uſeful experiments, that the herb aconite or monkſ- 
hood itſelf has cured this diſeaſe. This formerly 
was an infamous plant, for it was a common ſaying 
4n every perſon's mouth, 


Lurida terribiles miſcent Aconita novercæ. 


Linneus + was ſurpriſed to ſee an old woman in 
Lapland preparing a mels of theſe herbs (aconites) for 
her family, which was eaten with impunity : whence 
Starck thought of trying what uſe this herb might 
be of in curing inveterate venereal diſorders. A 
woman, forty years of age, had laboured eight years 
under the venereal diſeaſe ; ſhe had ulcerated tophs 
on all the bones of her body, particularly on the 
ſternum ; the inner parts of her mouth were ulce- 
rated, and the palate of her mouth much corroded. 
Every method of cure was tried upon this diſeaſed 
woman; many of the ulcers were healed, moſt of 
the tophs diſappeared, but the inner parts of the 
mouth, and the ſternum remained in the ſame ſtate ; 
nor were her nocturnal pains leſſened : whence the 
patient was reduced to a very feeble condition. 

Storck gave her a grain of the extract of aconite 
three times a day, powdered with thirty grains of 
ſugar, and made her drink two large cups of the 
decoction of the roots of bardana after every dolc, 
of which ſhe had already uſed à large quantity 

before. | . 

The nocturnal pains abated in a ſhort time, nav, 
they even entirely ceaſed, and all the ulcers ſecmed 
changed for the better, her ſtrength and appetite re- 
turned, and ſhe moved her limbs more eaſily. 

The nocturnal pains being quieted, the diforder 
ſeemed at a ftand, nor did the tumours, any more 
diminiſh, nor were the ulcers conſolidated, though 
he increaſed the doſe ot aconite, and daily gave her 
| F fx 
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fix grains of it for five weeks. He then changed 
his method, and added as many grains of mercurius 
dulcis to the ſix grains of the extract of aconite, and 
with three drachms of white ſugar mixed the whole 
into a powder, of which he gave half a drachm 
three times a day, with a draught of broth or ſome 
diluent infuſion after each doſe. 

All the tumours of the bones diſappeared in two 
months and a half by the uſe of this remedy ; ſome 
great pieces of the carious bones ſeparated, the ul- 
cers healed, and the loſt parts of the velum pendu- 
lum palati, and uvula, grew again; ſo that ſhe 
could ſwallow very well, and ſpeak diſtinctly. Being 
now perfectly cured, ſhe returned to her uſual la- 
bours : whence he concluded, that extract of aconite 
might not only be given with ſafety and with a ſalu- 
tary effect, but that when conjoined with an equal 
quantity of mercurius dulcis, it is ſometimes a more 
effectual and powerful remedy than any other mer- 
curial preparation.“ 

Thus have I enumerated many remedies, and the 
various methods of taking them, which I have 
known to be ſerviceable in curing the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, all theſe act more or leſs by evacuation through 
various paſſages of the body. Many of theſe di{- 
turb health, and hurt the conſtitution. I confeſs, 
that thoſe remedies which are capable of carrying 
away the diſeaſe, without diſturbing the body by 
their action, have always beſt pleaſed me, though 
they effected the cure more ſlowly. I have indeed 
known many cured of the venereal diſeaſe by draſtic 
remeclies, which operated in a rough manner, and 
often not without endangering the patient's life; but 
J have ſeen more fall into incurable diſeaſes, and 
others languiſh out the reſt of their days unfit 
for the utual occupations of life, troubleſome to 
themſelves and others. I confeſs, that I myſelf have 

uſed - 
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uſed a very rough mercurial remedy (corroſive ſub- 
limate) for curing the venercal diſeaſe, and recom- 
mended a oY thereof to others; but I gave ſo ſpa- 
ring a doſe, and with ſuch a regimen, that I never 
ſaw any injury proceed from it; for I was always 
attentive in obſerving every ſymptom the leaſt alarm- 
ing, and immediately leflened the doſe, or entirely 
laid aſide the medicine, and tried other remedies, as 
I have repeatedly ſaid in the preceding ſections. 

Nor do they attempt the cure of the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, by any one certain remedy, in America, for many 
have been tried and recommended. Thus we read,* 
Luem Veneream non requirere certum, & ſpecificum, 
aliguod remedium, quod tota ſubſtantia, vel ex occulta 
aligua cauſa, huic morbo medeatur ; cum videamus, 
plurimas plantas, inter ſe diverſiſſimas, ab Americanis 
ad hunc morbum debellandum adbiberi. Quæ tamen 
omnes in eo conveniunt, ut ſint acres, vel amaræ, ba- 
beantque vim, vel purgandi, vel diaphoreticam ; ut ab 
authore nominantur in hoc opere, Convolvuli, Tithy- 
mali, Corymbiſeræ multe: © The venereal diſcaſe 


% requires no one certain and ſpecific remedy, which 


« from its whole ſubſtance, or through ſome occult 
«cauſe, cures this diſtemper; as we ſee many plants, 
very different from each other, are uſed by the 
c Americans for ſubduing this diſeaſe. Yet theſe 
«© plants all ſo far agree, as to be acrid and bitter, 
* and have adiaphoretic, or purgative virtue; whence 
« they are in this work, called by the author, 
% Convolvul, Tithymali, and Corymbiferæ of va- 
“ rious Kinds.” Gonſalvus Fernandez, F confirms 
the ſame thing I have mentioned in this paragraph, 
who lived when the venereal diſeaſe firſt appeared 
in Europe, and was afterwards ſent into Hiſpamola 
on the continent of America ; for in ſpeaking of the 
guaiacum wood he thus adds, Nec ſolo hoc ligno Indi 
CUYAnmuyr ; 

Rerum Medicar. novæ Hiſpaniæ Theſaur. Lib. VI. 


p. 200, in notis. 
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curantur; maximi enim ſunt herbarii, multarumque 
plantarum tenent cognitionem, quarum facultates ad 
hunc alioſque complures prefligandas elfedtus experimento 
didicere: Nor are the Indians cured by this wood 
c alone, for they are moſt excellent herbariſts, and 
« have a knowledge of many plants whoſe power in 
e curing this diſeaſe, and effects in removing others, 
« they have learned from experience.” 

For, as Sydenham * excellently well obſerves, non 
inventum eſt immediatum aliquod ſpecificum, cujus ope, 
fine evacuatione prægreſſa, Lues debellari queat ; neque 
enim, vel Mercurius, vel Ligna exficcantia didta, ſpe- 
cificorum titulo ſunt donanda, niſi, exemplis in medium 
allatis, probare quis paſſit, vel Mercurium abſque ſa- 
livatione, vel Lignorum decotum nullo ſubſequente ſu- 
dore, Luis Venereæ curationem quandoque abſolviſſe * 
as yet no immediate ſpecific 1s diſcovered, whereby 

it may be cured without any preceding evacu- 
« ation. For neither mercury, nor the drying 
* woods, are to be accounted ipecifics, unleſs it 
can be proved by examples, that mercury has 
ſometimes cured the venereal diſeaſe without a 
{alivation, or a decoction of the woods without a 
« ſweat.” The ſolution of corroſive ſublimate 
mercury cures this diſeaſe without a ſalivation, but 
not without ſome evacuation : indeed it but rarely 
cauſes a motion to ſtool, yet it excites ſweats, and 
operates by urine, which has frequently a thick ſe- 
diment in it; hence this remedy cures not without 
evacuation. It was before ſaid, that hard labour in 
a warm air, together with a ſpare low diet, has 
ſometimes cured the venereal diſeaſe; but the co- 
pious ſweats exhaled under ſuch a cure almoſt con- 
ſume the whole juices of the body, to which the 
venereal. contagion adheres, as I have particularly 
endeavoured to prove in the preceding ſections. 


co 


cc 
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Hence 


* Epiſtola Reſponſoria ſecunda, p. 418. 
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Hence it does at all appear wonderful, that a 
great number of remedies are to be found, which 
relieve, and ſometimes cure this cruel diſcaſe, name- 
ly, by evacuation; though they are for the ſake of 
lucre cried up as ſecrets, and fold under this title 
at a great price to the credulous. The honeſt, ge- 
nerous, and noble-minded phyſicians, who have the 
public good at heart, conceal not ſuch uſeful reme- 
dies as come to their knowledge. Hence it is to be 
hoped, that later times will perhaps teach the uſe 
of more and better remedies than thoſe already 
known. 

Thus I have learned from a phyſician, moſt worthy 
of credit, that the root of lobelia ſlowly ſimmered, or 
infuſed in pure water, produces a certain and ſafe 
remedy for the venereal diſeaſe, and cures it in the 
ſpace of ten or twenty days at the moſt. This de- 
coction is drank upon an empty ſtomach ; a large 
doſe of it brings on a vomiting, a leſs doſe purges, 
and a ſmaller ftill brings on a ſweat. The plant is 
thus deſcribed, Lobelia, caule erecto, foliis ovato lan- 
ceolatis, crenatis, floribus lateralibus. Prodrom. Floræ 
Leydenfis. Linnæi bort. Cliffort. p. 426. Rapuncu- 
lus Americanus flore dilute cæruleo, Boerbaave Index 
plantar. Tom. J. p. 25: The plant lobelia has a 
„ {ſtraight ſtalk, oval, ſharp pointed, and indented 
« leaves, with flowers on the ſides. Prodom. Floræ 
« Leydenſis. Linnæi Hort. Cliffort p. 426. The 


« American Rapunculus has an azure or light 


* blue flower. Boerhaave Index plantar. Tom. I. 


« p. 25.” But this remedy cures alſo by evacua- 
tion, 


. 
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S ECT. MCCCCLXXIX. 


OPHS are diminiſhed by ſpecific 

plaſters, (1461) or, by ſcraping the 

bone when laid bare, having removed the in- 
teguments. 


What tophs or nodes are was ſaid in Sect. 1456. 
They, for the moſt part, yield to the general cure 
of the venereal diſeaſe, It was alſo ſaid before, that 
theſe tophs are very difficultly diſſolved. But let 
the ſolution of the corroſive ſublimate, which is in- 
ternally taken, be diluted in a quadruple quantity 
of water, and e to them in the nature of a 
fomentation. If they yield not to this application, 
the bone may juſtly be ſuppoſed carious; where - 
fore, let all its integuments be cut away, and that 
cure be had recourſe to, which was mentioned in the 
chapter on the diſeaſes of the bones, 


The 
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The RickE TS. 


8 E C r. MCCCCLXXX. 
B OUT the middle of the ſeven- 


teenth, century there aroſe a new 

| diſeaſe in the inland parts of Great 
Britain, ſpreading itſelf from thence through 
that whole kingdom, and all the northern 
parts of Europe, called The Rickets ; at 4 
ſent a very common diſtemper. 


Gliſſon, rofellhr of phyfic in the famous univer- 
fity of Cambridge, the firſt author who accurately 
wrote of this diſeaſe, teſtifies, that (by as ſtrict a 
ſcrutiny as he could make from the relations of 
other people) he learned that this diſeaſe firſt be- 
came known in the weſt of England, about thirty 
years before he wrote his treatiſe upon it. But as a 
fecond edition of this work came out in the year 
16:0, and the firſt was publiſhed much earlier, the 
learned Floyer * inferred, that this diſeaſe had firſt 
appeared 1n England, about the year 1620. Gliſſon 
Sen“ that this diſeaſe afterwards f. pread all over 

the 


„Jux pon la, or the hiſtory of the Cold Bathing, p. 77. 
+ De Rachitide, p. 3, & ſeq. 
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the ſouthern and wettern parts of England; but 
his diſeaſe occurred very rarely in the northern 
counties, ſo that it is ſcarcely yet known in thoſe 
places by the common people. 
This diſeaſe was in England named the rictets; 
but it is uncertain who firſt gave it that name, or 
upon what occaſion; whether through any certain 
caſe, or advice, it was ſo called. 
Let it is very likely, as the backbone is by this 
diſeaſe, at leaſt in an advanced ſtate, greatly injured, 
that it was ſuppoſed to be a diforder of the back 
bone; 19707 Tis paxews ; and, as the Greek phyſicians 
expreſſed the diſeaſe and pain of the ſides TM&pay 
mo xal Torr in one word mxwpiris, fo in like man- 
ner this diſeaſe was called faxlris; in which the 
back-bone is ſo miſerably deformed, and which, in 
the very beginning of the dileate, uſually by degrees 
loſes its natural ſtrength, whereby the body ſhould 
be ſuſtained, particularly in an erect poſition. This 
name ſeems properly applied, becauſe it compre- 
hended ſome remarkabie ſtate of the diſeaſe, and 
was ſufficiently different from the names of other 
ſymptoms and diſeaſes, was alſo eaty of pronunci- 
ation, and readily retained in memory. - But it is 
eaſily conceived how the Greek word faxizw, by 
the error of a common pronunciation might be 
changed into the word rictets, which name is ta 
this day in common uſe in England to denote this 
diſcale. | 

After the rickets had fixed its ſeat in moſt of the 
other parts of Europe, where the Engliſh language 
was not natural to the inhabitants, they called it 
after the country they thought it firſt appeared in; 
and thus, for the moſt part, it was called the Engliſh 
diſeaſe. Some choſe another name for it, from cer- 
tain ſymptoms which are obvious in it. Thus, as 
the joints are greatly enlarged, the Germans called 
it articulos duplicatos; the French enfants nouez 
rom whence others have alſo divided the 7ichets into 

Vor. XVIII. Ff perfeR 
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perfect and imperfect. As long as the epiphyſes of 
the bones are only ſwelled about the joints, and the 
patient can ſtill walk, it is called the imperfect 
rictets. But when the patient's motion in walking 
becomes more flow, and leſs firm, ſo that he eaſily 
totters or falls, whence he perpetually deſires to fat 
or lie down, it is called the perfect rickets. I have 
often had children brought to me to be cured, ſup- 
poſed by their mothers to have been troubled with 
a great liver, when they manifeſtly had the rickets. 
We ſhall hereafter ſee that in this diſeaſe the liver 
is found of a vaſt ſize, though no other diſorder can 
be diſcerned in this viſcus after death. The above 
may ſuffice concerning the various names of the diſ- 
eaſe. +) 1 Þ.-.4 
- Glifſon,* who, with ſeven other phyſicians of Lon- 
don, carefully examined this diſeaſe, having held a 
conſultation with them concerning the origin and 
nature of it, together with its diagnoſtic and 
prognoſtic ſigns, and maturely weighed their diffe- 
rent opinions, concluded the rickets to be a new 
diſeaſe; for when he compared the diſeaſes incident 
to children, hitherto deſcribed, together with the 
rickets, he could find none that exactly agreed 
with this diſtemper then ſpreading in England. But 
even this novelty of the uncommon diſtemper im- 
pelled thoſe famous phy ſicians to ſearch out the na- 
ture of the diſeaſe with united abilities, tliat they 
might more happily diſcover the beſt method of cu- 
ring it. Hence they aſſiduouſſy and faithfully con- 
ſidered and deſcribed the collected ſigns of the be- 
ginning and increaſe of the diſeaſe, how, and by 
what ſymptoms it changed into health, death, or 
other . diſeaſes; they remarked all the appearances 
found in bodies of children that had died of this diſ- 
eaſe ; and from all theſe circumſtances deduced the 
curatiye indications, | 
Tue 


itid  * 
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Three out of theſe eight phyſicians, viz. Gliſſon, 
Bates, and Regemorter, were appointed to arrange 
thoſe matters which had been approved of by 
the common ſuffrages of the reſt, and then commit 
them to print. But leſt that a diverſity of ſtile 
ſhould be the conſequence, when thoſe three ha- 
ving divided the taſk, ſhould ſet to writing the trea- 
tile, - theſe famous men changed their minds, and 
left Gliſſan alone to ſpin out the firſt threads of it. 
He undertook this taſk upon condition, that the 
other two ſhould hold a conference, and form a 
judgment of his work according to their own obſer- 
vations. 

Thus a regular method, together with a fair ex- 
ample, is ſnewn, for examining a new diſeaſe, as alſo 
how profitable ſuch concord may prove to human 
kind, when honeſt phyſicians, without ſcholaſtic diſ- 
putes or envy, tend to one general object, namely, 
the public utility. All phyſicians agreed not in point 
of the novelty of the diſeaſe; ſome were of opinion, 
that it was known by the antients, but deſcribed 
under another name, and afterwards called the rickets 
by Gliſſan. Upon another occaſion, in Sect. 1379, 
where the hiſtory of the ſmall-pox was treated of, 
I have remarked, that I always ſelected what I 
thought would be hereafter moſt profitable for cu- 
ring of diſeaſes, from thoſe antient and modern phy- 
ſicians and authors I read. I arranged theſe co]- 
lections in my minute book, in ſuch a manner, that 
1 could find whatever I had read or obſerved, con- 
cerning any certain diſeaſe, almoſt at the firſt view, 
Upon examining what I had collected about the rick- 
ets, I ſaw, that I had tranſcribed nothing concerning 
this diſcaſe from the antients : from whence it will be, 
at leaſt, lawful for me to. conclude, that the rickets 
is not alrogether ſo obviouſly deſcribed in the wri- 
tings of the antient phyſicians as to be readily re- 
marked by every one. | 

owe Og A very 
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A very learfed phyſician * endeavours to confirm 
the antiquity of this diſeaſe by many arguments, 
which take up a whole chapter, in which are col- 
lected thoſe arguments which particularly impugn 
the novelty of the Tickets, and which certainly merit 
the reader's attention. es Beg l 
He will have it that all the ſymptoms, at leaſt 
the principal ones, of this diſeaſe were enumerated, 
either ſeparately or united, by the antients: but cer- 
tainly the united ſymptoms define the diſeaſe.” They 
may be See A other men, and ſtill the defined 
diſeaſe may not be in them. For a concourſe of the 


ſymptoms of the diſeaſe are required to determine a 


diſeaſe, and not one or two only, + 
I particularly wondered, that the famous Zeviani 

believed, that the other ' phyſicians, who together 
with Gliſon laboured in perfecting the treatiſe of 
the rickets, did not think the rickets a new diſeaſe, 
and therefore would not ſubſcribe their names to 
the work, unleſs they firſt ſhewed themſelves to be 
of a contrary opinion to Ghfſor's, becauſe this mat- 
ter was far more intricate than he indeed thought it. 
'But in the notes, the' preface which is prefixed to 
this little work 1s quoted. J have read this preface 
over and over, but could diſcover no difference of 
opinion amongſt the eight phyſicians. Thus the 
error ſeems to have aroſe from inaccuracy. 

The ſame author Þ afterwards endeavours to 
prove, that Glien has contradicted himſelf, But if 
the places quoted be attentively read, it will appear, 
that he only much wonders that he could not find 
"himſelf to be the firſt author of the name given it. 
Certainly it is not unuſual to give a name to an uni- 
known diſeaſe, in 'thoſe places it firſt appears in, 
which it after wards retains when it has ſpread itſelf 
to other places. Ir ſrems very probable, that this 
WET , ini $01 i; bo Sr OLE TO name 
® Zeviani della cura dy Bempini attaccati dalla Rachitide, 
7 15— 39. f Ibidem, p. 39 1 Ibidem, p. 31. 
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name was given it by the common people, as nobody 
before Glſſon, according to my knowledge, had 
wrote on this diſeaſe ; neither is it very certain, that 
an author could be found for a name given it thirty 
years back; or yet any patient to whom the firſt 
name of it could be ſuited. Glifſon *® himſelf gives 
the reaſon of this difficulty : Populus, nomen morbi 
nattus, quaſi re gnaviter geſta, acquieſcit, neque ulte- 
rius ſe ſollicitum vult de nominis autore, aut re ipſa : 
„The people having obtained a name, in ſome 
© meaſure a pertinent one, for the diſeaſe; acqui- 
e eſced, and ſo it remained, neither were they ſol- 
„ licitous about the author's name, or the matter 
« itſelf.” To prove a greater antiquity of this diſ- 
eaſe, it ought to be demonſtrated, that the word 
rickets was uſed in England before the time that 
the diſorder was heard of there, or at leaſt a reaſon 
ſhould be given why a diſeaſe, ſo long known, 
ſhould have a new and unuſual name given it by the 
common people. 

But when the rickets afterwards appeared in other 
countries, a new name was in like manner given it, 
either from the name of the country it firſt appeared 
in, or elſe from ſome other manifeſt ſymptoms of 
the diſeaſe, as was a little before ſaid: 

After the rickets began to be obſerved in Lon- 
don, the phyſicians there doubted not of the no- 
velty of the unuſual evil; but they, in conjunction 
with Gliſſon, took upon them the taſk of ſearching 
out the nature of this new diſeaſe: hence they 
judged not by hegr-ſay of others; but ſaw the whole 
courſe of the diſeaſe with their own eyes, attentively 
examined the bodies of thoſe ho died of this diſ- 
eaſe; and thoſe changes which they had manifeſtly diſ- 
cerned during the time of the illneſs; and as the 
had not before obſerved all theſe in any other dif. 
eaſe, they concluded, that this muſt be a new one; 
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and, as they propoſed to write a hiſtory of it, they 
meritoriouſly ſought the firſt place of its appearance, 
and what name it bore there. They candidly con- 
feſs to have collected theſe particulars from the re- 
lations of others, but were ocular, ſufficient, and at- 
tentive witneſſes of the reſt. | | 
Zeviani alledges, that Sydenham, + of great au- 
thority in the practice of phyſic, has confounded 
the rickets with the atrophy of children, which hap- 
pens after autumnal fevers, continual as well as 
intermitting ones, and even cured it with the ſame 
"remedies : for the bellies of infants appear inflated, 
ſwelled, and hard, after long autumnal fevers, and 
frequently a cough with other conſumptive ſymp- 
toms attend: but he immediately adds, that theſe 
Rachitidem plane mentiantur : may plainly reſemble 
the rickets.? He treated this diteaſe in children 
by gentle purges, many days repeated; and then 
ordered the abdomen to be rubbed with ſome pene- 
trating ointment. But as the abdomen of ricketty 
children often ſwells, and that diſeaſe ſometimes 
: terminates in an hectic; the reaſon appears of the 
ſimilitude between theſe two diſeaſes, though they 
are very different from each other. Sydenham adds, 
that he cured many infants even labouring under 
the real rickets in the fame manner. Nobody doubts, 
that purges after long autumnal fevers are proper, 
if prudently applied, and the infarcted abdomen 
ſwells: but in the rickets, when there is not always 
ſuch a quantity of dregs in the firſt paſſages, but 
the liver ſwells, the inteſtines are inflated, and the 
abdomen of courſe becomes tumid, they who la- 
* bour under this diſeaſe have far leſs need of pur- 
ging. Let us hear Sydenham himſelf I in another 
place adviſing as follows: Quoad Rachitidem hoc no- 
tandum, quod in tumoribus iſtis, qui ventres infantium 
Poſt longas intermittentes febres olim inſeſtarent, vere 
| Racbitidi 
De Rachitide, p. 33. + Seck. I. Cap. V. p. 121. 
4 Differtat. Epiſtol. p. 511. FTE 
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Racbitidi non multum abludentes, repetita catbarſis 
omnino videretur indicari; cum ante uſum corticis Pe- 
ruviani iſtæ febres in diuturnitatem longam ſe extende- 
rent, ac proinde ſedimentum depenerent, hujuſmodi tu- 
morum cauſam, que ideo non nift purgatione repetita 
aligi poterat. Attamen in Rachitide Vera cathartica 
locum non habent, niſi ut ſemel vel bis utplurimum 
ever purgandus, antequam uſum alterantium agg redi- 
atur, Sc. Denique hoc, quod innui, diligenter adver- 
tendum volo, cum non paucos infantes atque pueros a 
catharticis ſæpe repetitis (que forte tumor ventris in- 
vitaverat) interemptos fuiſſe ſatis ſciam: With re- 
c ſpect to the rickets, this is to be remarked, that 
<« in thoſe tumours which formerly infeſted the bel- 
« lies of infants after long intermitting fevers, which 
« bear no great diſſimilitude to the real Rachitis, 
&« repeated purging ſeems abſolutely indicated; as 
&« theſe fevers laſted a long while before the Peru- 
« yian bark came into uſe, and for that reaſon de- 
« poſited a ſediment which cauſed this tumour z 
e which therefore could not be expelled unleſs by 
c repeated purgation. But cathartics are improper 
« jn the real rickets, unleſs it be once, or twice at 
« the moſt, that the patient is purged before the. 
« uſe of alterative remedies, &c. Finally, I am 
« willing, that what I have diligently collected to- 
_ « gether ſhould be known, as 1 well know, that 
« not a few infants and children have often been 
„ killed by repeated cathartics, (the uſe of which 
e a fwelling of the belly had perhaps ſeemed to 
« indicate.“ ) 

It is evident from the above, that Sydenham has 
not confounded the rickets with the decay of in- 
fants in conſequence of long autumnal fevers ; nei- 
ther did he cure both theſe diſeaſes by the ſame 
method, though they may appear to have ſomething 
in common with each other; namely, the ſwelling 
of the abdomen, and that both ſometimes terminate 


in a conſumption. / 
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But that no doubt may remain, the following paſ- 
ſages are to be attended to: Sydenham had wrote a 
compendium of the practice of phyſic, with his own 
hand, for the uſe of his lon, a doctor of phy ſic, and 
out of his humanity alſo gave it to be uſed by a fa- 
-mous phyſician, who, that the moſt uſeful remarks 
of a man ſo famous in the medical art ſhould not 
eſcape his treacherous memory, had about twent 
copies printed for the uſe of his friends. But as 
that ſame treatiſe was afterwards found amongſt 
ſome curious miſcellanies, though uſeleſs from its tri- 
fling ſize, he not only communicated the genuine 
compendium to his friends, but to the public alſo; 
whence all his works were afterwards annexed to 
this treatiſe. If now the deſcription of the rickets,* 
which is contained in this treatiſe, be compared 
with the ſtate of thoſe children's bodies in which the 
abdomen has ſwelled after long autumual fevers, 
it will appear, that a great difference manifeſtly oc- 
.curs between theſe two diſeaſes, which are altoge- 
ther different in themſelves. And it appears, that 
- Sydenham. did not recommend the ſame cure for 
both theſe diſeaſes; for there we thus read, Iz 
tumoribus infantum ventres occupantibus, ab eva- 
cuationibus nimiis procedentibus, ſanguis & viſcera 
berbis corroborantibus confortentur, ut in vera Racbi- 
tide, niſi quod axillæ etiam utreque inungantur, at 
non artus In thoſe tumours . which occupy the 
.< bellies of infants, proceeding from too great eva- 
c cuations, the blood and viſcera fhould be com- 
« forted with corroborative herbs, as in the real 
« rickets, except that both the arm-pits are to be 
« anointed, but not the limbs.” 

In as much as regards Bootius, I found Þ that one 
Arnold Bootius had wrote a treatiſe de affettibus omiſ- 
fis, publiſhed at London, in the year 1649, in nw. 
| uc 
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but I found not the rickets amongſt the titles of 
the diſeaſes he treated of, nor could I find that au- 
thor when I was writing about theſe matters. But as 
Gliſſon's ſecond edition came out in 1650, it is cre- 
dible, that this author had ſeen Gliſſen's firſt edition. 
And it is ſaid, that Bootius's treatiſe was publiſhed 
at Francfort, and Leipſic, in 1676, together with 
the four centuries of hiſtorical and medicinal obſer- 
vations, wrote by Peter Borelli, But by bad for- 
tune I had only Borelli's edition at hand, which 
was publiſhed in the year 1656, at Paris, in which 
that treatiſe of Bootius is not inſerted. Hence, this 
teſtimony that the rickets was common in France 
before Gliſſon had obſerved that diſeaſe in England, 
as Zeviani aſſerts, “ I leave as it is, as we read 
thus only in the place he quotes : Morbum non in 
Anglia dumtaxat & Hibernia, ſed & in aliis quoque 
regionibus, graſſari veriſimile eſt, Sc. Boot. de 4 
tibus omiſſis, Cap. 12. That this diſeaſe is not only 
deſtructive in England and Ireland, but very like- 
„ ly is ſo in other countries alſo.” There is no 
mention made of France here at leaſt. 
But the teſtimony produced from Boyle + by no 
means proves, that he demied the rickets to be a 
new diſeaſe, but only that he neither affirmed nor 
denied the point. Beſides, that famous man was 
not a phyſician, and he ſpeaks but in a curſory 
manner of this diſeaſe, in order to. recommend the 
utility of the flowers of ſteel, in the cure of it, of 
which remedy more will be hereafter ſaid. 
It certainly muſt appear wonderful, that the En- 
gliſh phyſicians alone have been aſtoniſhed at the 
novelty of this matter, when they perceived the 
rickets, which they certainly examined not in a neg- 
eas manner, whilſt ſome amongſt the German 
yſicians, boldly aſſerted, that no new diſeaſes are 
| 2 but all the calamities of mankind: Vele- 
ribus 
* De Rachitide, p. 33. & in notis. 
+ De utilitate Palo Experim. Sect. V. p. 270. 
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ribus non ſolum utique innotuiſſe, ſed jam ante Hippo- 


cratis tempora mortale haminum genus afflixiſſe, cre- 
duntur ſimul ac demonſtrantur, licet aliis atque diverſis, 
nominibus indigitati : „ not only were known to 
„the antients every where, but are believed, and 
< alſo demonſtrated to have afflicted mankind be- 
% fore the days of Hippocrates, though pointed 
out by other and different names.“ Indeed I 
have known ſome phyſicians of that opinion, but 
am ignorant of the demonſtration of it; nor do I 
know, that any antient teſtimonies have exiſted be- 
fore the time of Hippocrates, which have been handed 
down to us, from which it may be proved, that 
all thoſe diſeaſes, which later times have ſeen, had 
been alſo known by the remoteſt antiquity. Where 
1 have treated of the /mall-pox, epidemical diſeaſes, 
and the venereal diſeaſe, I believe I have brought 
ſuch arguments as prove the contrary. 
But when the celebrated Boerbaave wrote of this 
diſeaſe, he did not revive the opinion concerning the 
novelty of the rickets, which is now almoſt entirely 
exploded ;+ tho' many phyſicians amongſt the Dutch 
and elſewhere believed the ſame. It 1s true indeed, 
that he ſtated the rickets to have appeared toward 
the latter end of the ſixteenth century; but I knew 
that to be an error, and have therefore corrected 
it in his text. The reaſon was this: as the cen- 
.tury 1s deſcribed in numerals, the name cf the 
elapſed century remains in the whole courſe of the 
following one, and from hence the error eaſily ariſes 
when Arabic figures are deſcribed in Roman cha- 
racters. For I certainly knew, that this excellent 
profeſſor was entirely of Gliſſon's opinion concerning 
the epocha of the rickets, nor was deſirous of ren- 
dering that time nearer to the origin of the vene- 
real diſeaſe, as Zeviani + believed, becauſe, in his 
| kiſtory of this diſcaſe, he had remarked, in Sect. 1482, 
N that 


* Zeviani de Rachitide, p. 34, in notis. 
+ lbidem, p. 35. ; Ibidem, p. 36, 
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that it much more infeſts thoſe children whoſe pa- 
rents have been ſubject to the venereal diſeaſe and 
repeated gonorrheas. But what is noted in Sect. 
1488, merits attention, where he deſcribes the proxi- 
mate cauſe of the rickets, he does not affirm, that 
the venereal diſeaſe concurs to the proximate cauſe 
of the rickets, but only propoſes the following ſen- 
tence by way of a doubt: Latente forte leni labe 
Venerea permiſta: perhaps mixed with a ſlight la- 
«tent venereal virus.” We will hereafter ſpeak 
farther of this matter, and now go on with the 
reſt. 

But this diſpute would be immediately ſettled, if 
it could be manifeſted, that the more antient phy- 
ſicians had deſcribed this diſeaſe, though diſtinguiſhed 
by another name ; and it could be ſhewn, that the 
diſeaſe was attended with thoſe ſymptoms of the 
rickets, which, by careful obſervations of this diſ- 
eaſe made by celebrated phyſicians, are deſcribed and 
known at preſent, in that order in which they mutually 
enſue in the beginning, increaſe, and maturity of the 
diſtemper. But, to the beſt of my knowledge, ſuch 
a demonſtration has not been hitherto made. 

The famous phyſician Navier,“ in his excellent 
treatiſe of the morbid ſoftneſs of the bones, relates 
ſuch an inſtance concerning an author, a phyſician 
who wrote about a whole century before the ſaid 
epocha of the rickets, and is believed to have de- 
' ſcribed this diſeaſe ſo exactly, that no doubt can 
remain but that he knew it, though he called it the 
cachexy, nor gave it any other particular name. 
Fohannes Baptiſta T heodofius, a phyſician of Bologna, 
wrote medical epiſtles, which his fon Philippus The- 
odgſius collected after the death of his father, and 
dedicated to the cardinal de Cæſarini, in the nones 

of April, 1541; they came out in March 1554, in 
the city of Baſil. Now in the front of the forty- 

| ſecond 
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ſecond epiſtle + we read thus: Pro puero ex canfri 


& humoribus multis malis aſfectibus laborante conſilium : 
« Advice for a boy labouring under a canfrix and 
* many bad humours.” Behold now a deſcription 
of the diſeaſe : Ejus temperamentum declinat ad frigi- 
dum & bumidum, ex quo color totius cutis pallidus 
redditur, ita ut ad cachexiam tendere videalur, & 
multæ in eo cruditates generentur. Aﬀettus eſt debilitas 
virtutis motive, ita ut, cum menſium jam ſeptendecim 
fit, non poſſit ullo modo Je movere, nec flare, &, cum 


in ulnis à nutrice defertur, vix caput poteſt erectum te- 


nere. Symploma aliud omnium ſeviſſimum eſt verte- 
brarum trium in coſtis notis ad exteriora declinatio, & 
eſt modus gibboſitatis, & in modum arcus coſtæ etiam 
#ncurvart videntur: The temperature of him de- 
4 clines to cold and humidity, by which the colour 
« of all the ſkin is rendered pale, ſo that he ſeems 


& inclined to a rachexy, and many crudities are 


& engendered in him. The complaint is a weak- 
« neſs and inability to move, ſo that this child of 
© ſeventeen months old can in no manner move 1t- 
« ſelf nor ſtand, and when it is carried in the nurſe's 
« arms, it can ſcarcely hold its head upright. Ano- 


„ ther ſymptom, the moſt cruel of all, is, that 


« three of the vertebres of the true ribs bend out- 
« wardly and form a kind of hump-back, and the 
& ribs appear to be arched in the manner of a bow.” 
If any one compares theſe with the diagnoſtic ſigns 
of the rickets, which are enumerated in Se. 1485, 
1486, and 1487, he will plainly ſee the great diverſity 
there is between them and theſe ſigns. There is no 
mention made of the ſwelling of the abdomen in 
the text; of the protuberance of the bones at the 
Joints; neither of the premature ſharpneſs of the 
wit, nor of the appetite, and very good digel- 
tion, &c. Moreover the ribs are ſaid to be incur- 
vated in this boy, whereas, in the riclets, the thorax 

becoines 


* Theodoſii Epiſt. Medis. p. 250. 
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becomes cloſely preſs'd to the ſides, and the ſternum 
riſes to an edge, the extremities or the ribs being 
knotty and enlarged. 

Nobody ever doubted, that the more antient phy- 
ſicians have obſerved both cachectic, crooked-back'd, 
and weakly children; but it has not been yet demon- 
ſtrated, that they knew the diſeaſe at preſent called 
the rickets. But as many more contentions ſeem to 

be marſhalled up in regard to the novelty of this diſ- 
eaſe, it may be lawful for me to follow this opinion 


until I am convinced by better and more certain 
| proofs. 


S ECT. MCCCCLXXSI. 


HIS diſeaſe is never born with infants, 


and rarely bred in them before the 
ninth month of their age, hardly ever after 


the ſecond year of life, but frequently hap- 
pens in that intermediate 2 of time. 


The rickets very ſeldom or never is born with a 
child, nor do I remember to have ever ſeen a new- 
born infant which already lahoured under this diſ- 
eaſe : for though the vices of the parents, as will be 
mentioned by and by, might have begot ſuch a diſ- 
poſition of body in their children, as might have 
' rendered them liable to be attacked by he diſeaſe, 

yet it but very rarely happens, that the rickets 
reaks out into action before the birth of the 
fœtus. Whence Glifſon has wrote the foliow- 
ing account: + Teftatur aliguis noftrum, fe ſemel, 
& ſemel tantum, vidiſſe puer um recens natum hoc 
mor bo affiitlum: Atque'in eo ſpina dorfi, & collum, 
adeo debilia, us nulla ratione valuerint grandiuſculum 


. 
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caput ſuſtinere. Obiit hic intra tres menſes poſt par- 
tum. Quibus palet eum graviſime fuiſſe affetum : 
* One amongſt us teſtifies, that he once, and only 
t once, has ſeen A new- born child affected with this 
« diſeaſe; and that his back-bone and neck were 
„ ſo very weak, that his head, larger than natu- 
« ral, could at no rate be ſuſtained. He died 
< in three monhs after his birth, during which 
< time it appears that he was grievouſly affected.” 
And where he afterwards treats * of the prognoſtic 
Higns of the rickets, he has abſolutely ſtated as 
follows: Morbus bic proprie nativus, five qui ante 
partum invadit, periculoſiſſumus eſt, & rariſſ ime, ft un- 
. quam, in ſanitatem terminatur. Quo citius a partu, 
boc eſt, quo juniores, hic morbus invadit, eo ceteris 
paribus periculaſior eſt; tanto enim debiliores ſunt vires. 
Similiter etate grandiores junioribus, pedibus incedentes 
— incedentibus, Facilius curantur: © This diſeaſe 
. e native, or if it invades the patient be- 
ore his birth, is dangerous and very ſeldom, 
* if ever, cured. The ſooner it happens after 
< birth, and the younger the child whom the diſ- 
te eaſe attacks, cæteris paribus, it is the more dan- 
* gerous, for the vital powers are more weak. In 
like manner, older children are more eaſily cured 
e than younger ones, and children that can walk 
ee than ſuch as are unable to walk.“ 
It is ſtated in a poſthumous work of 85 cele- 
brated du Verne, t that the diſeaſe of the rickets, 
for the moſt part, makes its attack in the fifth or 
ſixth month of the patient's age; nor can it indeed 
be denied, that traces of the beginning diſeaſe have 
ſometimes been obſerved at that time; but the diſ- 
eaſe for the moſt part begins later, as will be ſhewn 
in Sect. 1486. This diſeaſe very frequently attacks 
children after they oh to walk; and the ok 
ign 


0 Gliſonios de Rachitide, "i XXIII. p. 285, 
+ Traite des Malatige des os, Tom. II. Livre III. Chap. L 
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ſign of it is commonly reckoned an inaptitude to 
motion, and a tottering gait; at length they are by 
the increaſe of the diſorder much weakened, and 
obliged to lie down continually, If no ſigns of the 
rickets declare themſelves before the ſecond-year of 
life, the child has for the moſt part eſcaped. the 
danger of this diſeaſe; and the bones are then be- 
come ſo ſolid, that they can ſuſtain the weight of 
the body without being caſily incurvated. It hap- 
pens, that infants at this age are very active, and 
almoſt in perpetual motion, unleſs ſtrictly watched, 
whereby they attain more firmneſs and ſtrength ot 
of body. Whence alſo toſſing, ſhaking, carrying, 
ſwinging, and friction, are recommended for the 
cure of this diſeaſe, until children can move their bo- 
dies themſelves; which will be treated of in Sect. 
1489. | "= 


8 EC T. MCCCCLXXXH, - 


UT this diſeaſe is chiefly accounted 

© moſt fatal to children whoſe parents 
are of a lax, weak, conſtitution of body, ate 
indolent, delicate, live luxuriouſly, are fond 
of rich or fat meats, and confectionary, wha 
eat little bread, drink ſweet wines, and much 
warm water, who have been exhaufled b 
chronic diſeaſes, age, venery, and particularly 
if infecked by the venereal diſeaſe; and weak - 
ened by repeated gonorrheas, for ſuch gene- 
rally afford no other than decayed feed in the 
getting of their children. | 


When the phyſicians very carefully examined all 
the circumſtances which preceded this diſeaſe, that 
they might diſcover the cauſe of it, they obſerved, 
chat thoſe children particularly became ricketty whoſe 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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arents were of a weak conſtitution, who led their 
ives in an eafy, indolent, languid manner, and who 
were incited by the daily ſumptuoufneſs of a ſplen- 
did table to eat more than was ſufficient ; whence 
Glifſon * ſays, Morbum bunc potiſſimum infeſtare ge- 
neroſerum cunas, pra ſertim eorum, qui molliter vivunt, 
deinde eorum, qui ſedentariam & ſecuram vitam agunt : 
Minime omnium cunas ecrum, qui mediocris ſunt for- 
tunæ, & qui laboribus aſſueti ſunt : * That this diſ- 
« eaſe chiefly. infeſts the cradles of the rich, eſpeci- 
« ally of thoſe who indolently live at eaſe; and next, 
<« thoſe of ſuch as lead a ſedentary inactive life; 
„ but leaſt of all, the cradles of thoſe who are of 
« middling fortunes, and are accuſtomed to labour, 
4 by tick they muſt provide for themſelves and fa- 
* milies.“ For the chaten of the lower claſs of 


people are ofteneſt affected with the rickets, when 


they, together with the parents, are through want 
obliged to uſe food unit for them, and alſo as they 
generally dwell in little, cold, humid huts, not tho- 
roughly defended from the inclemency of the air, 


which is highly injurious in this diſeaſe, as will 
, oo OH oc I 
Many of the nobility and gentry," by being accuf- 
tomed to hunting, riding, tennis-playing, and other 
exerciſes of the body, remain free from this diſeaſe, 
which uſually proceeds from conſtant high living; but 


all the parts are weakened in the fair ſex, princi- 


pally. from ſuch a kind of life, who alſo uſually in- 
dulge themſelyes with more fleep, and lead ſeden- 
tary inactive lives. The wiſe Lycurgus, as I have 
remarked upon another occaſion, in Sect. 1291, ha- 
ving the care of a future progeny at heart, com- 
manded that, corpora virginum, curſu, Iutta, diſcas 
rum & telerum jattu, exercerentur, ut & ſætus radix, 
validum in  valentibus exordium ſumens, germinaret 
melius: the bodies of virgins ſhould be exerciſed 
„ by running, wreſtling, throwing of quoits, and 
: | e launcęs 

* Ds Rachitide, Cap. XXIII. p. 286. 
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<< Jaunces, that the rudiments of the foetus, taking a 
* ſtrong beginning in a healthy mother, might 
« branch out the better in theſe very ſtrong and 
« healthy ladies.” Thus he was careful, that ſoft 
delicate women, though married to robuſt ſtrong 
men, ſhould not bring forth weak and diſeaſed chil- 
dren. 

Confectionary.] It may be at leaſt doubted whe- 
ther ſugar is ſo injurious to health, as certain perſons 
think. The — Boerbaave thus ſpeaks of 
that admirable ſubſtance, whoſe likeneſs can hardly 
be found. Saccharum in corpore humano, naturali 
latice dilutum, lixtvium præbet ſaponaceum, quod oleoſa, 
viſcoſa, vi vitæ adjuvante, diſſolvit; hinc pituitam 
nunquam generat, fed diſſolvit, nec bilem auget, aut in 
illam convertitur, ſed aperit, attenuat, dividit. Iute- 
rim tamen, olea nimis ſolvendo, macilentiam inducere 
poteſt; ut & attenuatione nimia debilitatem producit, 
& laxitatem nimiam. Quare & Rachiticis & ſcorbu- 
ticts nocuiſſe viſum : Sugar diluted by the natural 
« juices of the human body forms a kind of ſoapy 
« lye, which diſſolves oily viſcous matter by the aſ- 
„ ſiſtance of the vital powers; hence it never gene- 
rates phlegm, but diſſolves it; nor does it aug- 
« ment the bile, neither is it converted into it, but 
„ opens, attenuates, and incides. Yet its oily qua- 
„ lity may, by overlooſening the parts, cauſe a lean- 
« nels of body; and alſo by its attenuant proper- 
ty it may bring on too great a weakneſs, and 
1 too great a relaxation; wherefore it has been ob- 
<« ſerved to prove injurious both to the ricketty and 
« ſcorbutic.“ He a little before had faid, Sine 
culpa male audit Saccharum quaſi noceret hominum ſa- 
luti, cum nunguam hoc probatum fuerit : +. * that he 
« wrongly heard that ſugar was injurious to the 
* health of men, but that it had never been proved.“ 
If too great a quantity of it be taken, it perhaps 

Vor. XVII, G g may 
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may be blamed for its great ſolvent property. I re- 
member to have read of Bernard Caſter, a famous 
counſellor in Holland, who led a ſedentary life, yet 
lived very ſoberly; but loved to have his meat 
and drink fo much ſweetened, that he alone took as 
much ſugar as was ſufficient for five or ſix other 
men; yet he never felt any nauſeas, or any bilious 
eructations from thence z neither was he ſubject to 
any diſeaſes whilſt he lived, but having paſſed the 
age of ninety years, exhauſted by old age rather 
than any dileale, was found dead in his bed. In 
another author many examples are related of men 
who uſed great quantities of ſugar and honey, + and 
yet lived to a great age. | | 
A fond mother archly ſmiled at a moroſe phyſi. 
cian who had preſcribed a ſmall mixture, among the 


-other articles of which was one ounce of ſyrup, 


and at the ſame time ordered her, with a ſtern and 
grave countenance, not to give the leaſt particle of 
lugar to the patient her ſon, if ſhe was deſirous of 


. Preſerving his life. The phyſician had forgot that 
all the ſyrups in the apothecaries ſhops contain two 


third parts of ſugar. | 
Health 1s much more evidently perceived to have 


been injured in thoſe perſons who weaken their bodies 
with perpetual drinking of aqueous liquors ; fuch is 
the very bad cuſtom which preyails amongſt the Dutch, 


who indulge themſelves in a ſedentary life, and all 
day long uſe thoſe Aſiatic drinks, made of the ber- 
ries of coffee, or leaves of tea. I have ſeen ſuch, 
who for the year round drank neither cold water, 
beer, or wine, eſpecially when Beutekoe, a famous 
phyſician formerly in Holland, and his followers, 
Bac filled all perſons there with a notion, that no 


remedy could be more uſeful for diſeaſes, or could 


more effectually preſerve health, than a copious ute 
of theſe warm drinks, by which the humours of the 
5 i = » . body 
* Hiftoriſch Verhaal, &c. in de Voorreeden. 
1 Slare de Saccharo & Lapid. Bezoar, Londin, 1715, in 8 vo. 
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body are rendered extremely fluid, ſo that they 
may be freely moved through all the veſſels. Hence 
the chloroſis, abortions, the fluor albus, and bad la- 
bours in women are ſo frequent, and often baffle the 
{kyl of the phyſician, when theſe women, hardly 
cured, afreſh indulge themſelves with theſe warm 
drinks, and ſo frequently ſuffer a relapſe. But as ſugar 
has falſely acquired an ill character in the notions of 
many perſons, I have known ſeveral who entirely 
abſtain from it, or at leaſt uſe it but very ſpa- 
ringly. 

Exhauſted by chronic diſeaſes, venery, age.] No- 
body doubts that ſuch parents beget weak, morbid, 
and languid children. Hence amongſt rhe ſigns of 
perfect health are reckoned ꝓ the being born of 
{ound robuſt parents, who are of full age, and rarely 
but fervently uſe venery. Lycurgus, who fortified 
the bodies of virgins before they were ſuffered to 
cohabit with men, ordered, that the new-married 
people ſhou!d not live together, but privately, and 
as it were by ſtealth only, creep into one another's - 
embraces, ſo that the act of venery might be more 
rare and fervid. Such care did he take to procure a 
robuſt and warlike poſterity. It plainly appears 
what kind of a child is to be expected from decre- 
pid parents, and alſo from thoſe who in the vigour 
of their age, exhauſted by a libidinous and de- 
praved kind of life, enter into the married ſtate, al- 
ready old and impotent before they have arrived to 
the age of thirty years, and ſhamefully deceive the 
beauteous virgins they are wedded to. | 

Particularly by the venereal diſeaſe.] The hiſtory 
of the venereal diſeaſe, which is at large diſplayed 
in the preceding chapter, has taught us what a mul- 
tiplicity of diſorders happen from this filthy diſeaſe 
to the genital parts of both ſexes. Now if it be 
conſidered, that the genital humour is waſhed by the 
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filthy venereal virus, and that a part of the conta- 
gion is attracted by and mixed with it, it will be 
eaſy to underſtand what kind of a progeny muſt be 


expected by the republic from ſuch parents. It is 
certain, that infants come often infected with the 
venereal diſeaſe from their mothers* wombs. Theſe 
infants, when delivered to their nurſes, infe& theſe 
wretches, and they their huſbands ; many inſtances 
of which misfortune have been already recited. 
But whether ſuch infants are ſooner or worſe af- 
fected by the rickets than others, is not yet tho- 
roughly aſcertained ; for the rickets, as will hereafter 
appear, is a different diſeaſe from the pox; it is 
alſo more eaſily cured, and requires quite a diffe- 
rent method U cure: beſides, infants are born with 
the venereal diſeaſe, but not with the rickets, which 
never or very ſeldom begins at their birth, but uſu- 
ally manifeſts itſelf at ſome particular time after- 
wards. I do not doubt but that the rickets may 
ſucceed a congenial Lues; but I am certain, that 
infants though born perfectly healthy have been 
ſeized with the rickets, although no trace of the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe had eyer appeared in their bodies, nor 
any ſigns of a former precedent Lues could be diſco- 
'yered in their parents. 

"Thus, fince it is evident that the venereal diſeaſe 
and frequent gonorrheas ſometimes ſo weaken the 
organs of generation, that the wretches become al- 
moſt incapable of begetting children, it ſeems that 
it may be concluded, but it is in no manner certain, 
that the origin of the rickets may alſo be derived 
from thence: beſides, the venereal diſeaſe is, by a 
whole century, more antient than the rickets. It may 
perhaps be true, that the vices of the parents men- 
Fioned in this ſection may pre- diſpoſe the infant 
to fall into the rickets even from light cauſes, 
which thoſe endowed with firmer bodies are capable 
pf yanquiſting by their own ſtrength. 


Bux 
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But how much the laxative, weak, and mucoſe 
diſpoſition of the mother's body may make that of 
the child tend to the rickets, may be learned from 
the following obſervations, * A celebrated au- 
thor treating + of the ſimple fluor albus, un- 
mixed with any venereal acrimony, &c. ſuch as 
ſo often occurs in lax, delicate, inactive women, 
who alſo feed upon rich diet, ſays, that ſuch 
women, if not entirely eured before marriage, will 
eaſily miſcarry if they ſhould conceive. When abortion 
is guarded againſt by a proper treatment, that the 
foetus may come to maturity, he has remarked as 
follows: Tales autem famine pariunt plerumque in- 
fantes craſſos, pingues, robuſtos, & hi tales manent per 
plures menſes; poſtea vero emaciantur, laſh fiunt & 
membra pendula gerunt ; tandem ſubſequitur peſſima 
Rachitis, que raro buc uſque ſanari potuit : © But 
e ſuch women generally bear chubby, fat, and ro- 
% buſt children, and theſe remain ſuch for many 
& months, but afterwards become emaciated, re- 
* laxed, and their limbs hang pendulous ; at length 
a rickets of the worſt kind follows, which as yet 
can but rarely be cured.” 


SE C T. MCCCCLXXXIIL. 


UT if the nurſe is likewiſe affected by 
the ſame evils, the diſeaſe is the more 


increaſed in the child, as he grows too haſtily 
in bulk. 


As new-born infants almoſt live by the milk 
alone ſucked from the breaſts, it plainly appears, 
that if a nurſe. in whom ſuch defects occur, as 

| G g 3 7 have 


* Anton, Störck Ann. Medic, ſecund, p. 21 5. 
+ lbicem, p. 211. | 
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have been enumerated in the preceding ſection, af- 
fords nouriſhment to the infant; then this nurſe 
ſhould be changed, that a ſtop may be put to the 
invading diſeafe. But though I always adviſe mo- 


thers to fuckle their own children if they are 


healthy women, yet in this caſe I would prefer 
the milk of another ſound robuſt woman to that of 
the mother, if ſhe leads an inactive luxurious life, 


is weak of body, and alſo totally diſturbed in mind 


from any ſlight cauſe. The rickets ofteneſt invades 


the children of the rich; hence a ſkilful and pru- 


dent phyſician can chuſe the beſt from amongſt 


many others who offer: which ſubject has been men- 
tioned in the chapter of the diſeaſes of infants. But 


as the rickets uſually attacks children later; it is 


often time to wean it before the commencing diſ- 
eaſe makes a great progreſs; for it goes on but 
flowly, and is not fo ſoon known in the beginning, 
by the common people at leaſt, 


#343 Ft 
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S ECr. MCCCCLXXXIV. 
"\HIEFLY if the child is kept too cool 


and wet; if it is fed with watery, 
mucilaginous, unripe fruit, fiſh, unfermented, 
mealy, and ſugared aliments ; if it has a long 
time laboured under an autumnal intermitting 
fever, a chronic, or acute diſeaſe ; if it has 
been ill cured of any ſort of ſcurf, ulcers, 
St. Anthony's fire, or the itch, or the ſame 
have been improperly ſuppreſſed ; if it has 
been enervated by warm bathing, fomenta« 
tions, liniments, ointments, or moiſt vapours; 
if it is continually kept fitting ſill in an open- 
bottomed chair with the lower parts of its 
body naked. . 


The circumſtances which are often obſerved to pre- 
cede the commencement of the rickets, and which 
remarkably augment that diſeaſe when preſent, are 
now to be conſidered. | 

If kept too cool and wet.] Over-moiſt air looſens, 
diſſolves, and weakens the fibres; ſuch air affects 
the lungs on account of their perpetual reſpiration 
it retains, increaſes, and accumulates the ſerum of 
the lungs, and prevents their perſpiration. * But 
as the aerial cellules of the lungs would, if unra- 
velled, by far exceed the whole ſuperficies of the 
body in extenſion; hence the perſpiration by the 
lungs is exceſſively great. Now if cold ſhould be 
Joined to a moiſt air, a ſerous defluxion is to be 
feared both in the lungs and in the cavities of the 
thorax ; as has more fully been ſaid in the chapter 

D _ wherein 


Hl. Boerhaave Inflit, Medic. Sec. 748. 
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wherein the dropſy of the breaſt was treated of. 


This ſeems to be one of thoſe cauſes why diſorders of 


the breaſt ſo often accompany the rickets. 

Whence it alſo happens, that this diſeaſe not only 
attacks the cradles of gentlemen, but alſo viſits the 
hovels of the laborious poor, who, through want, 
cannot warm their rooms, nor keep their infants" 
clouts properly dried. Now if theſe wretches are 
we. ah to live in moiſt, damp places, an increaſe 
of complaints muſt enſue. It will hereafter, 
where the cure of this diſeaſe will be treated of, 
appear how ſerviceable a dry and warm air is ; for 
it heat be conjoined with humidity, every thing ſoon 
tends to putrefaction, and threatens almoſt certain 
deſtruction. | 

If fed with watery, mucilaginous, unripe fruit, 
&c.] For all theſe relax, debilitate, weaken, and 
in the end enervate the action of the organs of di- 
geſtion. It ſpontaneouſly appears, that ſuch per- 
nicious food. can only take place in more adult chil- 
dren, as the nurſe*s milk is ſufficient for the younger. 
Some poor women indeed uſually give a pap of 
flour and milk now and then to their ſucking chil- 
dren, particularly to fuch as are almoſt carved, and 
even cram the poor creatures ſometimes, trying to 
appeaſe every cry of the infant by offering it a 
33 of this pap; but as the elammy nature of 
the flour is not thinned by a previous fermentation, 
as in making of bread, the whole abdomen ſoon 
becomes infarcted with a glutinous matter, and {wells ;, 
O that the infants miſerably languiſn. The. uſe of 


fiſh is therefore particularly condemned, becauſe that 


it follows its own nature in weak. habits, and eaſily 
grows putrid: beſides, there is in many kinds of fiſb 
a quantity of oil, which being eaſiy rendered acrid 

and rancid, may prove remarkably injurious. 
The uſe of. ſugar was mentioned in Set. 1482, 
yet Gliſon * has thus remarked : Obſervatum * 
oc 


De Rachitide, Cap. XXI. p. 272. 
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hoc morbo laborantes dulcia, ut ſyrupos, tum bellaria 
multoque ſaccharo aut melle condita, que aliis pueris 
in delitiis eſſe ſolent, averſari: It has been ob- 
« ſerved, that children who labour under this diſ- 
<« eaſe deteſt all ſweet things, ſuch as ſyrups and 
« {weatmeats made up with much honey or ſugar, 
6 of which other children are uſually ſo fond.“ He 
ſeems to doubt whether theſe perhaps may not be 
offenſive to them, becauſe they thicken the hu- 
mours. An highly ſaturated ſolution of ſugar, 
namely, ſyrup, has a glutinous ſubſtance in it; but 
if a fourth part only of water be added to the ſyrup, 
it immediately runs, and loſes its viſcoſity : thus 
ſugar, as was before ſaid, diſſolves and attenuates, 
but thickens not. "'P 

If the child has laboured under an intermitting 
autumnal fever, &c.] Thar ſuch diſorders by de- 
bilitating the bodies of infants may pre-diſpoſe 
them to the rickets ſeems very probable ; and it even 
ſeems that this has induced phylicians not to believe 
that the rickets was a new dileaſe, but that it had 
always infeſted mankind, though under another 
name ; as the abdomen in young children was ob- 
ſerved to ſwell after long fevers, and chronic diſ- 


eaſes, and the ſame is alſo likewiſe cuſtomary in rick- 


etty children, | 

But I have by many circumſtances endeavoured 
to demonſtrate, in Sect. 1480, that Sydenham, that 
moſt excellent judge in diſtinguiſhing diſeaſes, has 
ſet a wide difference between a tumour of the belly, 
which uſually follows long fevers in young children, 
and that which accompanies the rickets = he thus 
fpeaks of this matter; Obſervatu non indignum eſt, 
quod, cum febres autumnales teneram ælatem diu cru 
ciarint, nulla ſpes fit ea ſdem abigendi, donec abdominis 
regio, circa lienem præcipue, indurari atque tumeęfieri 
occæperit; iisdem enim gradibus, quibus hoc ſymptoma 


ſupervenerit, febris etiam fugam meditatur. Neque 


forte 
® Se, I. Cap. V. p. 121, 122. 
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forte ex meliori prognoſtico aliquo morbum bunc breys 
abiturum dixeris, quam fi ſedula obſervatione ſuboriri 
Zoe ſymptoma perſpexeris : lt is worth obſerving, 
that when children have been long afflicted with 
* autumnal intermittents, there is no hopes of van- 
* quiſhing the diſeaſe till the abdomen, eſpecially 
* that part of it near the ſpleen, ſwells and grows 
hard; the diſtemper abating in the ſame degree, 
sas this ſymptom manifeſts itſelf. Nor can we 
*« perhaps more certainly foretell that the diſeaſe 
will go of in a ſhort time, than by carefully at- 
c tending to the ſwelling of the abdomen in chil- 
< dren.” He alſo ſays, that when theſe autumnal 
fevers gain a predominancy, theſe tumours then 
#angentis digitum non aliter feriunt, quam fi materiam 
eliquam continerent in ſchirrum induratam, cum qui 
aliis annis, ſimili licet Teogaou, contingit, tadtum ita 
afficit, ceu tenſio tantum foret hypochondriorum a _ 
jectis flatibus : . appear to the touch as if the viſcera 
«contained matter hardened into a ſchirrus, which 
« in other years yield to the touch, as if the hypo- 
ce chondria were only diſtended by wind.“ We alfo 
read in the abridgment which Sydenham wrote“ for 
the uſe of his ſon, where he enumerates the diag- 
noſtic ſigns of the rickets, Abdominis repletio, hy- 
pochondriorum tenſio: © a repletion of the abdomen, 
< a tenſion of the hypochondria.” + "A 
If it has been ill cured of any fort of ſcurf, ul- 
cers, St. Anthony's fire, &c.] In young children 
the ſlin is often corroded by an acrid ſerum, and 
the hairy ſkin of the head is more frequently thus 
affected, which begins to grow moiſt, with an 
itching; whence the child continually rubs its head 
againſt the bolſter of the bed, or ſome other ſoft 
thing. As in the beginning of ſuch a diſorder, 
a ſouriſn and very diſagreeable ſmell is perceived 
from the humour; hence ſome would have ſuch 
"eruptions of the {kin to be called Acores. 8 
18 . ter- 


' ® Sea. I. Cap. V. p. 778. 
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afterwards begins to grow red, and becomes as it 
were granulated, then it is called Herpes miliaris; 
— the evil ſpreads and ſtands prominent in the 
ſkin like ſo many ſeeds of millet. Others called it 
Herpes ficoſus, becauſe that in a fig when cut open 
ſome little round feeds appear like thoſe little ſwel- 
lings in the ſkin. The flux of ſerous humours is 
then increaſed, and ſoon grows into foetid cruſts, 
which ſometimes become very thick and are pierced 
with many little holes, which till afford a paſ- 
ſage for the viſcid humours ; that begin to adhere 
every where to the ſcab, and augment the thick- 
neſs of it: at length the ſerous humour, diſcharged 
by the ſkin, is collected under theſe ſcabs, putrifies, 
and corrodes the ſkin; and theſe ſcabs degenerate 
into deep ulcers, which diſcharge a moſt fœtid acri- 
monious ſanies, which deſtroys the ſkin as moths 
do a garment; whence it is uſually called tinea. I 
have upon another occaſion, in Sect. 586, ſaid, that 
I preſerved the bones of a child's head which were 
eaten quite through by this ſanies, and thoughcleaned, 
exhaled the ſame ſtench for many months after, 
which ſeemed intolerable to all who ſaw this miſe- 
rable infant in its life-time. D 
Every body knows how difficult the cure of this 
diſorder is, when it arrives to ſuch a degree that the 
bones of the head already become affected by it, 
and what fatal effects are to be feared if the diſ- 
charge of this acrid ſanies is imprudently ſup- 
preſſed. 

That this 1s particularly injurious to young chil- 
dren who are inclined to the rickets is teſtified by 
Gliſſon. * Ad hec, quod intempeſtivam impetiginis aut 
ſcabiei ſuppreſſionem ſequatur, ut frequenter obſerva- 
vimus, quando, rurſus erumpente ſcabie, atque pruritu 
excitato, indeque aus in externis membris calore, 
tales pueros facile reſtitutos vidimus: © As to theſe 
-« evils which follow an untimely ſuppreſſion of the 

| « itch, 
* De Rachitide, Cap. V. p. 36. 


ö 
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* itch, ring- worms, or any other cutaneous erup- 
tions, as 1 have frequently obſeryed, when the 
< eruptions break out again, and an itching is 
* cauſed, and thereby the heat is increaſed in the 
« external parts of the body, we ſee ſuch children 
« eaſily reſtored to health.” Which he alſo after 
confirms in another place, * where he colle&s the 
prognoftic ſigns ; Scabies & puſtule in cute, pruri- 
tuſve huic morbo ſupervenientes, ad curam ejuſdem 
multum conferunt : ** Scabs and puſtules upon the 
kin with an itching, in this diſeaſe, are very 
« conducive to its cure.“ yr 
If weakened by warm baths, fomentations, lini- 
ments, ointments, &c.] It will appear from the 


following obſervations, that in the rickets all the 


ſolid parts of the body are ſoftened. and relaxed, 
without even excepting the very bones, whilſt the 
fluids alſo degenerate into an unactive, ſlimy, frigid, 


cacochymy. Now if the things above recited in 
the text are for a long time continued, they render 


the body of a ſound infant very flaccid, and weaken 
it, and fo bring on a diſpoſition which favours this 


diſeaſe, and if this diſpoſition is already in the body 


they ſoon increaſe it: but it will appear, where the 
cure of this difeaſe will be treated of, that remedies 
the reverſe to theſe are profitable, namely, a dry 


and warm air, dry comfortable warm clothing, dry 


frictions, &c. | 
If it perpetually fits ſtill in an open-bottomed 
chair.] Nothing can be more injurious to ricketty 
children, or ſuch as are inclined to this diſeaſe, than 
to be obliged to fit conſtantly in ſuch open-bot- 
tamed chairs. This cuſtom takes place in many 
laces, particularly amongſt people in low circum- 
| a It is convenient to the mothers, that 
they may apply themſelves to their domeſtic la- 
bours, and rake care of the reſt of their families ; 
and thus the fouling of a great many clouts is alſa 
— 

De Rachitide, Cap. XXIII. No. 27. p. 289. 
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revented. To this end the children are made to 
fit with the lower parts of their bodies naked, in an 
open-bottomed chair which is all round cloſed up 
to keep out the cold from the naked parts. The 
trunk of the body, the head, and upper extremi- 
ties project through a hole made in the top of this 
machine, upon which rattles and toys are laid, that 
the child may divert itſelf and remain contentedly 
ſhut up thus for ſeveral hours, without hindering its 
mother from doing her buſineſs by its cries. In 
inter- time the child is placed with its feet to the 
fire, that it may not grow cold ; thus the inferior 
parts of the trunk and lower extremities are perpe- 
tually in a warm air, filled with the vapours that 
exhale from the body of the infant, ** urine 
and excrements accumulated in a receptacle placed 
underneath for that purpoſe: moreover, as the rick- 
ets alſo in its beginning creates a deſire of fitting 
ſtill, the children fit quietly almoſt the whole day 
long in this machine, and when they are taken 
from thence, a filthy ftench is every where diffuſed 
around, which the poor little creatures muſt breathe 
in: hence it plainly appears, that all the evils at- 
tending ricketty children are increaſed eyen from 
this cauſe alone. 


SECT. 
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SECT MCCCCLYXSXY.-, 


H E:commencement of this diſeaſe is 

known in thoſe who cannot yet walk : 
1ſt, By their age. 2dly, By the precedent 
cauſes. 3dly, By the brothers, or ſiſters being 
affected with the ſame diſorder. 4thly, By a 
flaccid tumour of the head and face. 5thly, 
By the looſeneſs of the ſkin. 6thly, By the 
ſwelling. of the abdomen. - 7thly, By the 
leanneſs of all other parts, particularly of the 
muſcles. Sthly, By the protuberance of the 
epiphyſes of the joints of the wriſts, elbows, 
ſhoulders, knees, and ankles. gthly, by the 
largeneſs of the | jugular arteries and veins, 
while all the others grow leſs conſpicuous 
and flat. 


It is neceſſary to ſearch out thoſe ſigns which de- 
monſtrate the commencement of this diſeaſe, that a 
ſafe and effeftual remedy may be immediately ap- 
plied, leſt the diſeaſe ſhould increaſe. For, ceteris 
paribus, diſeaſes are the more eaſily cured in pro- 
portion as they are more or leſs recent. But as was 
ſaid in Sect. 1481, the diſeaſe may begin at different 
times of life; hence let us treat of the ſigns of an 
incipient rickets, in children who cannot as yet go 


alone. 


Iſt. This matter has been already mentioned. 
2d. And the. ſigns have been allo enumerated, 
which might be obſerved in parents and nurſes, as 


well as thoſe which occur in the infant itſelf. 


3d. In 
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zd. In a medical diſpute, which, in 1754, the fa- 
mous 7. Peter Buckner held at Straſburgh, concerning 
the perfect and imperfect rickets, we read“ of eleven 
ricketty children born of the fame mother, who was 
troubled with the king's evil, and whoſe face denoted 
her to be an old barren woman at the age of forty 
years, ſo that a phyſician was aſtoniſhed to hear her 
complain of the irregularity of her menſes. It 
often happens, that many, though not all, in the 
ſame family, labour under the rickets, as it hap- 
pened in this rare cafe ; but as the father was always 
remarkably healthy, both before and as long as he 
begat children, the king's evil alone, with which the 
mother was afflicted, may be reckoned amongſt the 
e cauſes of this diſeaſe. (See Sect. 1482.) 
or there can be no evident ſuſpicion of the other 
cauſes recited in the ſame place, as this married cou- 
ple, who led a laborious Iffe, are to be numbered 
among thoſe who earn a livelihood by hard labour. 
Such caſes have not, without ſome appearance of 
reaſon, raifed a ſuſpicion whether the rickets may 
not paſs from one to another by means of. contagion, 
For this diſeaſe, undeſcribed by the antients, firſt 
invaded the weſtern parts of England, and in a few 
years that whole kingdom, and afterwards was alſo 
diſperſed through other countries. 
have, upon another occaſion, remarked, in Sect. 
1382, that diſeaſes may be bred in a man from ma- 
niteſt- cauſes, of which cauſes theſe dileaſes may be 
the effects; and yet the body of the ſick perſon be 
ſo changed by thoſe diſeaſes, that he, by contagion, 
may infect other men who were not expoſed to theſe 
manifeſt cauſes through which the ſick perſon con- 
tracted the diſcaſe himſelf. A contagion is therefore 
- bred . in the human body in that time when the diſeaſe 
.produced in it without contagion is preſent, and the 
je diſeaſe 


4 Diſputat. ad Morbor. Hiſtor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. pag. 
9 
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diſeaſe may be widely ſpread abroad by this conta- 

gion when once bred. I have endeavoured to ex- 

plain this matter by many arguments, in another 
lace. | 4 

And the following proofs may perhaps increaſe 
the ſuſpicion that the rickets are contagious : A ce- 
lebrated profeſſor of the art of ſurgery at Flo- 
rence, opened the body of a gentleman's child, two 
years of age, which died of the rickets ; having re- 
moved the ſternum, he found the lungs entirely co- 
vered with white lamellæ of an irregular figure, 
each of the bigneſs of the piece of coin called a 

ulius, ſomewhat of a polypous ſubſtance, looſely 
adhering to the lungs; ſo that ſome of theſe la- 
meliz ſpontaneouſly dropped into the cavity of the 
thorax. 

A man famous in our art, and known by his 
molt uſeful obſervations, | found a large collection 
of purulent matter in one cavity or another of the 
bodies of thoſe who died of contagious fevers. He 
found nothing but what was natural in the abdomen 
of a man who died, in eleven days, of a yellow fe- 
ver, except that the bile was thicker and more gru- 
mous than natural; but there was a quantity of yel- 
low water in the left fide of the thorax, wherein 
ſwam ſome large pieces of yellow ſcabs or glue, 
which perfectly reſembled the pellicle which co- 
vers the blood when drawn by veneſection from the 
arm. Theſe lamellæ reſembled a membranous ſub- 
ſtance beginning to be converted into a purulent 
Jelly. Similar laminz covered over the internal and 
external ſuperficies of the pleura, and the external 
membrane of the lungs, looſely adhering in ſome 
places, and more firmly in others, 

Therefore as theſe lamellæ, above deſcribed, were 
found in a diſeaſe which was manifeſtly contagious, 
i n 


+ Anton. Benevoli Diſſertazioni & oſſervazioni, &c. pag. 246, 
847. | James Lind's two papers pn fevers and infections, pag. 
95, 95. | 
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in the cavity of the thorax, and on the ſaperficies of 
the pleura and lungs; and as fimilar ones are found 
in the dead bodies of ricketty children, ſome ſuſpicion 
may at leaſt be harboured; whether the rickets does 
not alſo propagate itſelf by contagion. The ob- 
ſervations, made in 5. 1409, may alſo be ſeen, where 
thecontagion of epidemical diſeaſes was treated of, and 
it was demonſtrated, that a common cauſe m5; in 
the air might poſſibly produce epidemical diſeaſes, 
and, indeed, of a bad kind too, ſo as to affect many 
perſons at the ſame time, and till not paſs from one 
man to another by a communicated contagion: 

 Glifſon ', in his diſputes concerning this matter, 
ſeems not to have been very diſtant from a ſuſpicion 
of contagion; laying : Forte eguidem nonnullam levi- 
uſeulam inclinationem alteri corpbri palſit imprimert z 
imo interdiim ipſam forte morbi invaſionem in corpore 
in/igniter ad eum prædiſpaſito acceleret aut promoveat 3 
negue tamen propterea nomen morbi proprie contagigſi 
mereutur: * Indeed it perhaps may impreſs ſome 
6 {light inclination upon another body, nay perhaps 
& accelerate or promote; in a body remarkably pre- 
<. diſpoſed thereto, the very invaſioh of the diſeaſe 3 
« and yet not properly merit the name of à contagious 
« diſeaſe.” He afterwards, inquiring induſtriouſly 
into this matter, frequently obſerved, Pueros, ſen 
coxtaneos; ſeu prope coætantos, in iifdem ædibus enu- 
tritos, quorum unus aut alter hoc nor bo affiittus fuerit, 
dum alius aut plures coritm minime laborarent. Imo 
novimus pueros, non tantum communibus ædibus, afſidu- 
ogue mut ua ſocietate gaudentes, ſed & quotidie communi 
menſa & leflo utentes, quorum alter hoc malo affetius 
ſocium tonviftus & concubitus nullo modo infecerit : 
quod ſane vix videtiir contingere potuiſſe in morbo pro- 
pri cohtagivſo. © Children of equal ages, or there- 
« abouts, nurſed in the ſame houſe together, one or 
de othet of whom had been infected with this diſeaſe, 
Vor. XVII. H h « whult 


* De Rachitide, Cap. xvi. pag. 18 3, & ſeq. 
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s whilſt the reſt of them were entirely free from it. 
« Nay, I have known children who — only lived 
6 together in the ſame houſe, were conſtant playfel- 
« lows, and companions at bed and board 1 yet 
« though one of theſe was affected with this diſeaſe, 
he by no means infected his playfellows, or bed- 
10 fellows; which truly could ſcarce poſſibly happen 
& in caſe the diſeaſe was actually contagious.” 
In the king of France's treaſury of natural — 
fities, deſcribed by thoſe eminent naturaliſts By 
and Anbenton, + whoſe writings will be admi by 
Tate poſterity, a kind of dog is deſcribed and deline- 
ated; which on account of. - Be low ___ is called 
Baſe though his len ery. remark- 
able. Sometimes a de — 1S ; ox ah in — ſkele · 
ton of theſe dogs, in the bones of the fore extremi- 
ties, and then they arej called Crooked ſhanks : A ſi- 
milar defect is obſerved at the ends of the bones of 
ricketty children. No deformity appears in the other 
bones of ſuch ſkeleton ; nor is there any diſorder ob- 
ſerved in the ſubſtance of thoſe bones 9 are de- 
formed, but they are F vm. ſound ; on the con- 
trary, the ſubſtance of the bones of ricketty chil- 
dren, manifeſtly degenerates from its natural ſtate. 
Hence the celebrated Aubenton doubts, whether the 
firſt dog of this ſpecies had not firſt laboured un- 
der a kind of rickets, which might have iven riſe 
to that deformity; and ONS the diſeaſe by 
degrees vaniſhing, the effect remained, and the 
deformity of the bones was thus transferred to po- 
ſterity by hereditary right. Nay, he even ſeems to 
believe, "char infants, born of rick bel Boe) parents, may 
convey the ſame deformity of body for a long ſeries 
of generations; the deformity Nil remaining after 
the diſeaſe is cured : but, to the beſt of my know- - 
1 * not been en in che human 


Alk. 
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Ath. It is obſerved, in all who are ricketty, that 
the head is bigger than natural, and the face more 
ſwelled than it ought to be in proportion to the other 
arts of the body ; the face cften looks ſufficiently | 
Horid, but is always flabby alſo. Thoſe who would 
have it, that the rickets was known by the antient 
Ser N ce under another name, 


elieved that it was concealed in their writings under 
the title of Hydrocephalus, watery head, and 
have endeavoured to prove it from the magnitude of 
the head, which always accompanies this diſeaſe. It 
is certain, that ricketty children have ſometimes an 
hydrocephalus ; but in many more the head is bigger 
R natural, though it contains not the leaſt quan- 
tity of hydropic ſerum : beſides, thoſe who labour 
under the hydrocephalus become fooliſh, ſtupid, and 
forgetful, whilſt the quantity of extravaſated fluid 
increaſes; on the contrary, as will appear in the fol- 
lowing ſection, ricketty children are diſtinguiſhed 
from others of the ſame, age by their ſharpneſs of 
wit, and free exerciſe of their ſenſes. _ 
All authors, who have written of this diſeaſe, 
ave mentioned this increaſed magtiitude of the 
head; nay, Gliſſon * teſtifies, that he had found this 
increaſed bulk of the head in all bodies he had hi- 
therto examined of children who died of this diſeaſe, 
except in one only, who, together with this diſeaſe, 
ad a ſuppuration of the lungs, and died of a con- 
umption ; but he alſo had a large head, and full 
face, during almoſt the whole courſe of the diſeaſe. 
But fourteen days before his death, the fleſhy parts 
of his head fell away, and his face became ſo meagre 
and withered, that all his relations were aſtoniſhed 
at ſuch a ſudden change in him. We. 
5th. And this is perpetually obſerved : for as the 
muſcular fleſh in the body and limbs is decreaſed in 
bulk, and conſumed, as if it were by an atrophy, 
H h 2 therefore, 
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therefore, cutis univerſa, tum vera, tum membrana 
carnoſa & adipoſa, flaccida & quaſi pendula, laxægue 
inſtar ebirsthece, apparet, ita ut multo plus carnium 
eas continere poſſe putes s: The whole ſkin, as well 
« asthe fleſhy and adipoſe membrane, appeafs flabby, 
% and, as it were, pendulous and lax, in the manner 
* of a glove; ſo that a perſon would imagine it could 
contain much more fleſh.” . Nay, the flaccid body 

rows not ſtiff after death; nor does it immediately 
ofe its innate heat, as other dead bodies uſually 
do . 5 INN 

th. The abdomen always fwells either more or 
leſs; the fat is indeed conſumed, and the plumpneſs 
af the muſcles waſtes away, yet the abdomen ſticks 
out. Gliſſon Þ has prudently remarked this, where he 
relates the appearances obſerved in the dead bodies 
of ricketty children before diſſection. Abdomen ex- 
ſerius quidem, reſpetiu nempe partium continentium, 
macrum eſt, interius vero, reſpectu partium contenta- 
rum, nonnihil prominens & tumidiuſculum ſentitur: 
Indeed the outſide of the abdomen, with reſpect 
«to its containing parts, is lean; but the inſide of 
e it, with reſpect to its contained parts, feels ſomes» 
t what prominent and ſwelled.” ab | 

It is to be remarked, that a tumour of the abdo- 

men often happens in young children, though oy 
are not ricketty. For after they have cut their fir 
teeth, they are very ravenous; and the parents are 
delighted to ſee them greedily devour what is given 
them to eat, though even hard and of an indigeſti- 
ble nature; hoping from thence that their ſtrength 
of body will in future be remarkable. Mothers, 
often over- ſtudious to forward the growth of their chil - 
dren, ſtuff them with flour - pap, or pudding made 
of flour; ſo that ſometimes their bellies and inte- 
ſtines are found diſtended after death. In ſuch caſes, 


| cathartics, 
* De Rachitide, Cap. ii: pag. 10. + Diſputat. ad morbor. 
Hiſtor. opera Haller, Tom. vi. pag. 287. + De Packitide; 


Cap. ii. pag. 11. & Cap. xxb pag 270. 
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cathartics, to expel this collected filth, uſed with 
N prove of vaſt ſervice; as alſo after long- 
uffered fevers, autumnal or intermitting, when the 
abdomen ſwells, as was before ſaid in $. 1480. But 
the ſwelling of the abdomen, in ricketty children, is 
different; and therefore it was then remarked, that 
Sydenham would not have phyſicians copiouſly uſe 
purging medicines in the rickets, as one or two pur- 

ges were fufficient. ts ww 
 Glifon *, upon examining the dead bodies of 
2 children, thus teſtifies: Hepar in omnibus a 
nobis dilſectis juſto majus, alias autem non male colora- 
tum, negue valde induratum, aliove aliquo notabili vitio 
contaminalum: The liver, in all T have diſſected, 
is greater than it ſhould be, but otherwiſe is not 
of a bad colour, nor greatly indurated; or, in 
„ Other reſpects, contaminated by any other remark- 
able vice.“ He excepts ſome dead bodies in 
which other diſeaſes had been complicated with the 
rickets before death; as he remembered to have ob- 
ſerved in à dropſical and extremely tabid patient. 
From hence the reaſons appears, why the rickets has, 
in ſome places, been diſtinguiſhed by the name of a 
great liver: he found no fault in the magnitude, co- 
155 or fubſtance, of the ſpleen; yet he denies not, 
chat it might happen otherwiſe from a complication 

of the rickets with other diſeaſee. 

Ne faw a dropſical ſerum in the cavity of the ab- 
domen; but not N nor in very large quan- 
tity. It is known, that there is almoſt always ſome 
quantity of extravaſated ſerum found in the cayities 

of dead bodies after chronic and languid diſeaſes. 
Ille obſerved the ſtomach and inteſtines ſomewhat 
more diſtended by wind, than thoſe of ſound chil- 
dren; and he, from thence, deduces the cauſe of 

the tenſion in the hypochond emed 
He ſometimes found the meſentery perfectly ſound, 
and ſometimes full of large glands, if not ſtrumous 

19s ino ira lil + eng 
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ſwellings. But as the pancreas is placed tranſverſly 
upder the ſtomach, wrapped up in the duplicature gf 
the poſterior part 'of the meſocolon, it does not oc- 
cur to the ſenſes when the abdomen is diſſected: 
hence Gliſen would ſtate nothing certain with reſpect 
to the condition of it, but left that to be enquired 
into by others. And he, for this reaſon, Lande an 
implicit faith in thoſe matters which he aſſerts to 
haye ſeen in ricketty dead bodies. | 
e found the uropoietic, viſceras very ſound in 

hots bodies, unleis ſome other dileal 2 had alſo 
= preſent. - 

He, from all theſe obſeryations, concludes as fol- 
| log, in regard to the ſwelling of the belly in 
ricketty children. Notamus in genere de omnibus vif- 
ceribus in hoc penirę contentis, quod, licet partes ea con- 
tinentes, ut ſure monuimus, multum extenuate & ema- 
ciatæ cccurrant, ipſa tamen que magna & Plena, fi 
von majqra, ut de bepgte diftum, quam in ſanis depre- 
4 hendgntur «© We.1 general remark, —.— 
2 all the viſcera contained 1 in the abdomen, that tho 
| 6 the parts coptaining 1 them, as we have above ſaid, 
Am appear much extenuated and emaciated, * 
« 16 5 ot ey are of equal-magnitude and fulneſc 


« if not larger, as was, ſaid of f he liver, than thoſe 
in ſound Bodies. Wy” 
BZBienepoli Pow the y of a rick 
| child, ct ppening th viſcera. 72 81 1 


1 is 0 oy the inteſtines fuller than they 
uſpally napurally are, in proportion to the ſize of the 

he 57 the ſpjecn and pancreas greater than 
..uſi body oe the liver ſtil] larger i in compariſon to the reſt; 
| yet norhing” SEL. was fou q in this viſcus, ex- 
| t the, increaſe of its bulk. The celebrated 
Flier 15 who lived fre e years at Weſlar, that he 


might 


7 De Rachitide, Cap: ii tt. + Difſertazioni & offer- 
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might more accurately enquire into the nature of 
the rickets, diſſected the dead bodies of ſix or ſeven 
ricketty children, each two or three years old, du- 
ring that ſpace of time; and remarked that the ab- 
domen was ſwelled in every one of them: but when 
the abdomen was opened, he neither found water or 
wind in the cavity of it, but the inteſtines were ex- 
ceedingly diſtended with wind. In the inteſtines, 
for the moſt part, were found worms, with a great 
quantity of phl matic matter; and, in many, he 
tound indurated glands; and, indeed, of ſuch a bulk 
in the meſentery, as to equal a man's fiſt: and, 
.- moreover, the abdomen ſeemed harder to the touch, 
- 4n theſe bodies, than in the others ; which is not at 
all to be wondered at. | He has not taken notice, 
that the liver was increaſed in bulk; of which, in- 
| deed, he makes ao mention, neither has he of the 
| ſpleen or pancreas. But as the celebrated Heifter 
was of ſuch great reputation in his profeſſion, and 
ſo converſant in anatomy, a doubt may from hence 
ariſe, whether the increaſed bulk of the liver ſo fre- 


| quaely occurs in ricketty bodies as Glifſos has af- 


But, in regard to this matter, it ſhould be re- 
marked, that theſe diſſections, of ricketty dead bo- 
dies, were performed by Heiſter, in his juvenile days, 
while yet a ſtudent of medicine, under the auſpices 
and inftruftions of the Jearned Moller, a phyſician of 
the Imperial chamber, celebrated for his ſucceſsful 
and extenſive practice. Now he publiſhed theſe ob- 
ſervations, after the ſeventieth year of his age, being 
{till healthy and robuſt ; whence it ſeems probable, 

that he had then particularly attended to the morbid 
i which occur in dead bodies, and that the li- 

ver, although increaſed in bulk, was, as before 
. ſaid, uſually perfectly ſound in thoſe who died of 
the rickets. As, therefore, other grave authors, 
very worthy of credit, wo concerning this nor 

| 4 Ea 
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of che liver in ricketty bodies, it appears, tliat the 
liver incteaſed in bulk, may be alſo conſideted as a 
Fonburrent cauſe of the tumor of the; abdomen, 
Arn an obſerved in ricketty childeen. 
But anatomiſts know, that the viſcera are fre- 
— very different in ſize, not only When morbid, 
but alſo hen their colour, conſiſtence, ſituation, &c. 
„ how: nothing unnatural in them, but, an' increaſed 
ball alone occurs to the ſenſes. Nor were there 
volten any ſigns before death. which could cauſe a ſuſ- 
pition lat Bays thing morbid lurked in the viſcus, 
Arhich is föund of an unuſual large bulk in the dead 
body. I remember to have ſeen, in the dead 
body of ah youth, the ſpleen in its natural ſitua- 
tion, but ſo long, that the .extteme Part of it de- 
- cicerded: tothe ſpine: of the os ileon: the colour of 
this viſtus was flatural, and: nothing præternatural 
Was diſcovered in its ſubſtance though carefully ex- 
b N by an able anatomiſt, and ſeveral phyſicians 
preſent. But although I * the care of the decea- 
fed, from tis firſt — — in this world, I never 
Deen diſcover any thing that: could cauſe even the 
leaft ſuſpicion, that the ren had ever deen af- 
-vicaediovt 7; 32-21. 
The antient phyſicians ub te have made the like 
2 * to have denoted it by a peculiar 
name for they called perſons ſo affected, in whom 
ſome of the viſcera were pricternaturally: large and 
1 tumefied, jc5ax>0rax> ym; For though they believed 
that ſuch-pedple: lived ſubject: dis ales and ſome- 
times uſedi the ſame name, when the enlarged viſcera 
were diſeaſed, yet they appear to haye acknow- 
1 ledged, that there were men he naturally ha large 
ier concerning which a the 1 
5 hay + may beiſcen, 
Ir / ; Sto0H_101. bes, i. | | 1 «7th. 
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th. It was remarked in number five, that all the fat 

is perpetually diminiſhed, and at length almoſt totally 
| gonſumed: but as it is known, the muſcles are not only 
every where ſurrounded by the cellular membrane, hut 
alſo the ſame membrane inſinuates itſelf between every 
one of the faſciculi of che muſcular fibres, of which 
- the greater muſcle is compoſed, even to the very 
ultimate ſubdiviſions; whence: the muſcular fibres 
_» cannot: grow to their neighbouring parts, but al- 
ways remain; ſeparated from them. Hence, when a 
very great emaciation happens, the plumpneſs of che 
muſcles is diminiſhed beyond imagination. Indeed 
it is true, that in the ultimate ſtage of old age when 
the withered juiceleſs body: becomes rigid, there 
ſcarcely remains any fat in it, and yet the motion of 
the muſcles is not entirely deſtroyed, neithet isi ĩt 
\ Joſt in the moſt confirmed conſumption, when the 
. ſkin alone ſeems) to cover the bones; but the muſ- 
+ cular fabric itſelf ſtill remains ſound, which is by 
degrees diminiſhed in the rickets, andi is finally ab- 

\ ſerved to be deſtroyed hen the plumpneſs and bulk 
of the mulcles, as it were, are aboliſhed; and that 
hich remains languiſhes from an inert flaccidity. 
"_ the cauſe: of muſcular motion is not in the 
muſcles, but is derived to them from elſewhere,: when 
they are put in action; but, that this action may be 
performed, a due ſtructure of the muſcle i is required, 
that the moving cauſe brought. by the ner ves to the 
muſeles may Jield its effect. Let what was faid 


ceming this mattor, ny. 1058 and 205g: be re- 
5 — to. 


The famous Dlaubenton, in blk natural hiſtory, 

5 weve he deſcribes the ſkeletons and particular bones 
of ricketty bodies preſerved in the royal repuſitory 
at Paris, remarks, that the fleſhy parts of the botly 
Jaſe their "ya Res for want of e nouriſh- 


622. _— 
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ment; and that the bones cannot be ſufficiently con- 
folidated whilſt they are growing : hence the verte- 
bres, whoſe ſubſtance is very porous, are ſoftened 
and ſubſide ; whence follows a preſſure of the ſpinal 
marrow, and of the nerves which emerge from the 
back-bone, and the power of exerciſing the muſ- 
cular motions of the trunk and lower limbs is more 
and more obſtructed, and at length almoſt entirely 
- Joſt; whilft the diſorder daily increaſes. There are 
 4ndeed. wonderful: depravations of the back - bone 
- obſerved in ricketty ſkeletons ; nor does it ſeem im- 
- probable, that the ſpinal marro contained in the 
canal of the vertebres, and the nerves emerging from 
the ſpinal marrow between the commiſſures of the 
ve may be compreſſed: yet a real palſy is 
hardly ever obſerved in a ricketty body. Amon 

thoſe: miſerable wretches whoſe cure has been totally 
- neglected, we ſee ſome ſo totally deformed, and the 
pine of the back diſtorted to ſuch a degree, that it 
- ſcarcely ſeems poſſible that this could happen with- 


_ - out the nerves and. ſpinal marrow being greatly 


compreſſed, and yet no palſy is obſerved in them. 
Moreover Gliſſon,+ whoſe teſtimony is of the greateſt 

weight in the hiſtory of the rickets, thus teſtifies: 

 Nunguam, quod meminimus; Paralyfin, aut Apoplex- 
iam, buic affettui ſuperveniſſe novimus ; deberet autem 
neceſſario ſa piu, (ſaltem in morbo confirmato) evenire, 
| laxitas & debilitas bec nervorum a defettu influxus 
cerebri 1 _— 5 do not me to 
„ have ever known a palſy, or an exy happen 
from this cauſe; bur it 9222 
4 ſue (at leaſt in the diſeaſe when confirmed), if this 
e laxity or debility of the nerves was cauſed by a 


#* defect of the influx of the brain,” Theſe diſfor- 


tions of the back pr chine-boge are the leſs dange- 


rous, becayſe they are flowly and gradually formed 
in ricketty bodies; and that the. caſe of the verte - 
pres, as it diverges from a ſtraight line, forms a re- 


* Pe Rachitide, Cap. . p. 2h: 
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markable ſegment of a circle ; whence the ſpinal 
marrow gradually accommodares itſelf ro the chan 
fi the bony canal through which it p 
The fame happens in regard to the nerves, which di. 
verge from the vertebres throughout the whole length 
of the canal. 
8th. The bones ſerve to ſuſtain the human body; 
they afford a firm prop to the ſofter parts adhering 
to them; nor could muſcles ſo large exerciſe a power 
| which is found to be ſo very ſtrong, in the human 
body, and in the bodies "a greater animals, unleſs 
—_ extremities of theſe muſcles were affixed to nad 


The body of an cn in its firſt formation is 
like a maſs of foft glue; nor have its bones more 
ſolidity when firſt produced, which yet afterwards 
acquire ſo much ſtrength and hardneſs. The cele- 
brated Haller was pleaſed to ſearch into thoſe mat- 
ters, which happen in bones when they are changed 
from a flexible glue, into ſo hard a ſubſtance, t 
will for a whole century withſtand the injuries 
| of 1 he air when expoſed thereto in public church- 
yards, and till remain almoſt ſound. He by his 
_ uſual and incomparable induſtry made theſe experi- 
ments on e during incubation. He obſerved this 
glue quickly and readil converted into a manifeſt 
griſtle, for a greater ſoh * only ſeemed to be re- 
quired; but he Sebald not ſo eaſily underſtand how 
a flexible and elaſtic griſtle could be changed into a 
hard and hrittle bone. The | iſtle, or 2 5 
whilſt yet tender, is pellucid. The firſt ſign of 
griſtle, or cartilage, becoming oſſified is its opa- 
city and yellowiſh colour; 1 in that very 
lace, the bony fibres then begin to appeas. © This 
hange ha in the bones of the chicken about 
the eighth ay of incubation. The firſt rudiments 
bf blood appear in this oſſifying griſtle, or cartil 
on the tenth day ; there is a redneſs in it on the 
yeath day, and the arteries are now ſo dilated, char 
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they are capable of tranſmicting through them the 
red globules of blood, and a , bony hardneſs is o 
.ſeryed in the ſame place of the cartilage: and all 
theſe phenomena. appear. in the callus, of a broken 
bone, before it is conſolidated into bone. I have 
explained all theſe matters upon another occaſion, 
; in, Set. 1261, where, the gauty lime was treated of. 
But what, is brought 0 the riſtle, r cartilage, 
through the arteries, whoſe magnitude is already Jo 
3nereaſed, that they are capable of admitting a 
- thicker/ſubſtance, ſcems to be carthʒ which, depo ited 
between the. different lamina of the cartilaginous 
ſubſtance, is the cauſe that a hard and fragile. bone 
is formed from an elaſtic. and (Exe e r 
Mhence it follows, the if that earth, which by its 
mixture converts the griftle into: a bone, could be 
taken away from the bone, when formed, then that 
bone would be changed into 4 griftle again. 
Ibis is demonſtrated by 75 e and; curious expe- 
Himent. (vide, Sect. 1261.) For à fkull, which had 


lain for many years in a.church-yard,. being ſteeped 
in aqua: fortis diluted with a quantity of pure water, 


became entirely flexible ad elaſtic, ſo that being 
thrown on neee like a tennis ball. 
„Hence it is very juſtly concluded, that a griſtle dit- 
fers from a bone, in wanting that terreſtrial ſubſtance 
" hith-is /gillolved in acids; and if that earthy fiib- 
„ anes is taken from the bone ſteeped in acids, the 
: griſtle, latent for ſo many years in the real bone ex- 
Poſed in the church-yard, will appear. 
Beſides, it appears from the experiments of the 
-celebrated; de Hamel, and others, that this earthy 
ſubſtance is ting'd with a red colohr, if madder-roos 
be mixed with the food of animals; and that all the 
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nes are diſſolved by ſteeping them in an acid li- 
uor, and that the griſtle remains no longer co: 
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But it alſo appears from hence, that the neceſſaty 
actions of life perpetually conſume the ſolid parts 
of the body, not excepting even the bones; and that 
the loſt parts are reſtored by the ſame actions of an 
healthy life. For when he alternately fed animals with 
their accuſtomed food, ſometimes adding madder to 
it, and ſometimes not for ſome time, he found their 
bones variegated with white and red circles; and he 
alſo learned, that in the ſpace of a month a re- 
markable quantity of earth had been brought to the 
bone, which he could eaſily diſtinguiſh by its co- 
lour. It in like manner appeared, that in fix weeks 
all that redneſs vaniſhed, if the animal uſed its com- 
mon food without any addition of madder ; when 
ſome other ſimilar matter ſupplied the loſs of the 
earthy ſubſtance of the bones, but no longer tinged 
of a red colour, 1 567 
Hence it may be concluded, that this earthy mat< 
ter, which added to the griſtle converts it into bone, 
had circulated with the healthy humours through the 
veſſels, and had reſtored to' the bones what they had 
daily loſt of their ſubſtance, as alſo that which is re- 
quired for the increaſe of the bones in young ani- 
mals: whence a chicken is hatched from the egg in 


twenty days, which already ſtands upon firm bones, 
and runs every where about. 


4 


But this ſame earthy matter when it is changed 
by ſome diſeaſe, or cannot be properly applied to 
the boney parts, is depoſited in other places, or 
even purged away from the body, as was faid im 
Sect. 1261. Quere, Does not ſomething of the like 
nature ſometimes happen in ricketty bodies? GH 
thus ſays; Aliquis noftrum teſtatur, ſe ſemel vidiſſe 
glandulas ſtrumoſas, tam numeroſas, ut viderentur æ- 
quare, fi non ſuperare, magnitudinem ipſorum pulmo- 
num : ſite autem fuerunt utrimque inter pulmones & 
mediaſtinum, & a thymo uſque ad diaphragma proten- 
ſe : © Some one of us teſtiſies, that he has once 

_ I» * ſeen 

Pe Rackitids, Cap, II. p. V3; © ts. 
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« ſeen ſtrumous glands ſo numerous that they 
« equalled, if not exceeded, the magnitude of the 
« lungs themſelves ;| but they were ſituated on ei- 
<« ther {ide between the lungs and the mediaſtinum, 
and reached from the thymug to the diaphragm.” 
In the dead body of a ricketty child the membrane- 
that ſurrounds the lungs was rough, and beſet with 
protuberances and tubercles, not unlike warts. Aper- 
tis pulmonibus, in pluribus locis tartarea ſeu gypſea 
ſubſtantia concreverat : The lungs being opened, 
« there was a tartareous or gypſeous ſubſtance found 
* concreted in many places.” Benevoli F in the 
body of a noble child who died of the rickets, upon 
cutting through the ſubſtance of the lungs, found 
them. ſtuffed with a thick white glutinous matter, 
which oozed from the lungs when preſſed, as from a 
ſponge : he believed the lungs were full of chyle, 
collected and indurated there; but this ſcarcely ſeems 
bable. We read a ſimilar obſervation of a rick- 
etty child 6, in whoſe right-arm, above the elbow, 
was found a thick fubſtance, as it were of a griſ- 
tly nature, from which when opened flowed a white 
matter like curdled milk, or coagulated cheeſe ; a 
ilar thick cartilaginous membrane was found in 
the right thigh, which wrapped up a tumour from 
which when opened flowed a liquid like the former, 
but rather thicker, white, cheely, not in the leaſt 
feetid, about three ounces in quantity. 

No if that terreſtrial matter, on which the 
ſtrength and firmneſs of the bones depends, is not 
applied to them in a due manner and quantity, 
5 flexibility will be the greater; whence; whilſt 
the weight of the body reſts upon bones not yet 
conſolidated, the prefſed epiphyſes begin to grow 
prominent and ſwell; and in Young children who 
cannot go. alone, ſuch knotty fwellings particularly- 
appear 


A + Boneti ſepulchret- Tom: I. þ. 912. 
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appear in their wriſts, becauſe, when in a ſedentary 
poſture, they often reſt on their hands, as Gliſſon hath 
remarked. | Theſe ſwellings, if examined, are not 
in the fleſhy or membranous parts, but are ſituated 
in the very extremities of the bones, particularly in 
their epiphyſes : nay, if theſe knobs or ſwellings of 
the bones are raſped away with a file, it appears, 
that they are of the ſame ſimilar ſubſtance as the 
reſt of the bones. * Now he thought this wor- 
thy to be remarked, becauſe + conjectarunt aliqui, 
ofſa in hoc affetiu interdum eſſe flexibilia inſtar ceræ. 
Sed nos nuſquam id vidimus, neque ab oculato tefte fide 
digno relatum audivimus. Quare, ut fabuloſum, bac 
fignum plane rejicimus :* ſome conjecture that the 
« bones in this ſtate are ſometimes flexible like 
« wax; but we have never yet ſeen that, nor heard 
«of it from any eye-witneſs worthy of credit; 
<« wherefore we flatly reject this ſign as fabulous.” 
Indeed it has been often obſerved, that in adults 
the bones have been entirely ſoftened, but they be- 
come leſs firm in ricketty children, are incurvated 
from the incumbent. weight, the preſſed epiphyſes 
become protuberant, and thus the body is miſerably 
disfigured, and, unleſs the diſeaſe is entirely cured 
in time, theſe deformed bones again become hard, 
and the deplorable traces of the paſt diſeaſe remain 
during life. a . 
The increaſed ſize of the veſſels paſſing up to, or 
returning from the head, fo frequently occurs in 
ricketty bodies, that ſome authors, who have treated 
of this diſeaſe, would have it, that its efſence con- 
ſiſted in that depravation of nutrition alone, through 
which ſome parts of the body are overloaden with 
nuttiment, hence are too much augmented in bulk, 
and other parts, inaſmuch as they receive leſs, 
alſo neceſſarily waſte away. The increaſe of the 
viſcera in bulk was before mentioned, and it was 


remarked, 
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remarked, that they ſeem not always morbid ; and 
alſo that the head and face appear enlarged, though 
the 'other parts of the body rather decreaſe. Perſons 
attentive to the cauſe of the increaſe of the upper 
parts of the body; have obſerved, that the arteries 
and jugular veins grow large, whilſt the other veſ- 
ſels are ſmaller than natural. Ghfſon indeed af- 
firms the ſame, but adds with his uſual honeſty, 
that this augmentation of the veſſels hath often ap- 
peared in corporibus noviſſime apertis: * in bodies 
< very lately opened.” Vet he dares not conclude 
from thence, that this circumſtance is perpetually 
found in this diſorder, though he ſuſpected that 
ie always is ſo. He gives the following reaſon. 
why he could not produce an occular witneſs of 
this matter; Non venerat nobis in mentem, id antes 
ab initiv noſtr Anatomicæ circa hoc ſubjectum indaginis 
ſcrutari: We did not imagine that this ſubject of 
« enquiry was to be ſcrutinized from the beginning 
of our anatomical diſquiſitions,. © | 


J 
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UT the growth of this diſeaſe is knowtt 
in thoſe children who have already be- 
gun to walk. Iſt. From all the before-men- 
tioned ſymptoms having preceded. 2d. From 
their flow, tottering, feeble manner of walk- 
ing, their being unable to ſtand firm or long, 
but always inclined to fit down; which ſoon 
changes into an habit of perpetually Ming, 
down, and at laſt into an impoſſibility © 
moving any limbs, with a looſe hanging * 
8 a 
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and nodding of the head. zd. By a prema- 


ture acuteneſs of wit, a clear apprehenſion and 
ou ſenſe, while the appetite and digeſtion 
for the moſt part continue unimpaired. 


It was before ſaid, in Sect. 1481, that the rickets 
is hardly ever born with children, that it ſeldom 
begins its attack before the ninth month of a child's 
age; and if no trace of the commencement of the 
diſeaſe had appeared in the child before it arrived 
to the age of two years, it will hardly ever be in 
danger of ſuch an attack afterwards : the figns of 
this diſeaſe in children who cannot walk, have al- 
ready been treated of; now the ſigns of the diſeaſe 
in ſuch as have begun to walk are to be exa- 
mined. 

1ſt. Theſe ſigns have been already treated of. 

2d. Sound children are hardly ever ſtill, as long 
as they are awake, but perpetually move their bo- 
dies and joints, unleſs hindered, run here and there, 
catch at all they ſee, and are no ſooner in poſſeſſion 
of theſe things than they immediately throw them 
away, and haſten to graſp at new objects; thus 
nurſes are much fatigued with their little ones. It 
is known, that almoſt all diſeaſes, particularly the 
more ſevere, begin with a ſpontaneous laſſitude and 
heavineſs of body; fevers, or other acute diſeaſes, 
follow ſoon after theſe preludes of diſeaſes. When 
therefore the agility of body and petulancy begin to 
diminiſh in young children, though no other diſeaſe 
immediately follows, there is reaſon to ſuſpe& the 
rickets ; which ſuſpicion is more ſtrongly confirmed, 
if this unuſual laſſitude of body, and diſlike to mo- 
tion, are of any long duration. This debility of 
.motion in the muſcles begins from the very firſt ru- 
.diments of the diſeaſe. If children are attacked 
with this diſtemper within the firſt year of ileir 


age, or thereabouts, they are then ſlower than uſual 
Vol. XVII. 11 © 
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in getting the uſe of their feet, ſo that they, for the 
moſt part, ſpeak before they can walk, which is 
held to be a bad omen in England.* If they have 
already begun to walk before they are attacked by 
the diſeaſe, they walk ſlowly, ſtan d weakly, ſtagger, 
totter, and fall. When they are pleaſed, they laugh 
not ſo heartily, neither are they ſo vigorous, or 
vibrate their limbs as if they were capable of 
ſpringing or leaping out of the hands of thoſe 
who hold them; neither do they when angry plunge . 
and kick, or cry with ſuch animoſity as ſound chil- 
dren of the like age uſually do. They are not de- 
lighted with ſwinging, toſſing, or other violent mo- 
tions, like other children; / nay, they rather abhor 
all ſuch exerciſes, as the diſeaſe increaſes. When 
they cry they are quieted by mild, ſoft treatment, 
and not with any manner of rough play ; neither are 
they much delighted with rattles, play-things, or 
ckildfh plays, yet they are not ſtupid, but in- 
genious and ſerious; and as Glifſon, whoſe words I 
uſe in deſcribing the ſigns of this diſeaſe, excellently 
remarks, Vultum videre eſt magis compoſitum & ſe- 
verum, quam tas paſtularet, agi in rem ſeriam ali- 
quam meditabundi eſent: The face appears more 
*compoſed and . than the age of ſuch a child 
“ requires, as if it were meditating ſome ſerious 
matter.“ 

But as the firmneſs and plumpneſs of the reſt of 
the muſcles, except thoſe placed about the head and 
face, is gradually diminiſhed, ſo that they may be 
felt looſe and pendulous under the flaccid ſkin, 
hence the conſtant inclination to fit ſtill, at length 
changes into a deſire of perpetually lying down; 
becauſe they cannot in a fitting poſture hold their 
bodies upright, but ſometimes incline them. for- 
wards, ſometimes backwards, and then to either ſide, 
in ſearch of ſome prop or ſupport, to reſt upon and 

indulge 
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indulge their ſloth. It is ſhocking to behold, how 
the head, increaſed in bulk when the diſeaſe has 
taken deep root, can no longer be ſuſtained by the 
then too ſlender neck, but continually nods or wags 
to one fide or other. A ſimilar weakneſs is obſerved 
in the back or chine-bone ; whence Gen alſo 
gives us this prognoſtic ſign : Quo enormior eſt moles 
capitis, eo longior & difficitior curatio. Quo debilior 
eſt ſpina dorſi, eo gravior & periculaſior morbus: 
« The more enormous the bulk of the head be- 
&© comes, the longer and more difficult is the cure. 
© The weaker the back-bone, the more ſevere and 
dangerous the diſeaſe.” 
zd. Theſe children, though weak and ſluggiſh in 
tmoving the body and limbs, are endowed with more 
acuteneſs than could in reality be expected from 
ſuch a tender age: beſides, the free exerciſe of all 
their ſenſes remains unimpaired. Hence the func- 
tions of the encephalon remain pretty entire in this 
diſeaſe; that alone which preſides over the volun- 
tary motion of the muſcle decays, or languiſhes. 
Perhaps the cauſe of impaired muſcular motion 
exiſts not in the head, but depends rather on the 
loſt plumpneſs, and inactive languor of the muf- 
cles, which are obſerved in the rickets ; for when 
the vapid cacochymy attending this diſeafe is amended 
dy proper remedies, and the ſtrength uſual at fuck 
an age reſtored to the ſolids, the muſcular motion 
teturns as faſt as theſe diforders of the ſolid and 
fluid parts of the body are corrected. 

Yet the following opinion of the famous Peter 
Buchner &, who affiduoufly inveſtigated the ſymptoms 
of this diſeaſe, is not to be paſs'd by: Ego ſaltem 
Plures flupidos Rachiticos, quam facultatibus animali- 
bus valentes, haftenus vidi: Etfi hos quoque viderim : 
« But I have hitherto feen more ricketty children 

I' tz * who 
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* who were ſtupid, than ſuch as were poſſeſſed of 
« ſound animal faculties ; though I have alſo ſeen 
c many of theſe too :” But it is to be remarked, 
that we are here treating or the ſigns of the ap- 
proach of this diſeaſe in children who were capable 
of walking before the diſeaſe attacked them : hence 
it would be no wonder, if the ricketty ſubjects 
in the beginning of the diſeaſe poſſeſſed a ſharp- 
neſs of wit, and the perfect exerciſe of their ſenſes, 
and afterwards became ſtupid and fooliſh in the 
courſe of the diſeaſe : this might particularly hap- 
n if an extravaſated ſerum ſhould begin to be 
collected in the cavity of the ſkull. Gion thus 
teſtifies concerning the heads of ſome diſſected rick- 
etty children: Inter duram & piam matrem, atque 
in ipfis ventriculis cerebri, ſeroſas aquas in nonnullis a 
nobis diſſectis reperimus; unde patet, affectum hunc cum 
bydrocephalo complicari poſſe. Cerebrum in aliis a nobis 
diſſectis ſatis firmum & inculpabile, ** illuvie ſeroſa 
inundatum, deprebendimus: We have found in 
* ſome ricketty heads, diſſected by us, a wateriſh 
t ſerum between the dara and pia mater, and in the 
d very ventricles. of the brain: from whence it ap- 
« pears, that this diſeaſe may be complicated with 
« a hydrocephalus. We have found the brain very 
« firm and unblemiſhed in ſome others diſſected by 
«& us, nor inundated by a ſerous colluvies.“ Whence 
that idiotiſm, if it ſometimes accompanies the rick- 
ets, proceeds not from the genius of this diſeaſe, as 
on the contrary, an acuteneſs of wit is uſually and 
very often admired by phy ſicians in ricketty chil- 
dren ; but it takes birth from ſome other additional 
diſeaſe, ſuch as a collection of an aqueous ſerofity 

in the cavity of the ſkull. 
For Glifſon + wiſely admonithes phyſicians, that in 
progreſs of time almoſt all diſeaſes are aſſociated with 
others of a different kind, and that — 1or 
onic 
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chronic diſeaſes had, for the moſt part, been com- 
plicated with the rickets before death. Therefore, 
it is not to be believed, that every thing præterna- 
tural found in the bodies of children who die of the 
rickets has appertained to this diſeaſe, as perhaps 
it rather may proceed from ſome other diſeaſe com- 
plicated with the rickets before death. In order, 
therefore, to determine any thing certain with re- 
gard to this matter, many dead ricketty bodies 
ought to be diligently inſpected, that a juſt diſtinc- 
tion may be made between thoſe circumſtances 
which conſtantly, frequently, or rarely occur in the 
bodies of thoſe who die of this diſeaſe. He alſo ad- 
viſes it to be remembered, that thoſe bodies which 
are diſſected, muſt have ſuffered grieyouſly from 
this diſeaſe, as they have died of it; and therefore 
the ſame ſymptoms are not to be expected in the 
living who are but recently affected, nor the ſame 
violence of the diſeaſe, the effects of which are 
found in the dead body. He who ſhould conclude 
after an empyema found in a dead body, that the 
purulent matter had given riſe to a pleuriſy, which 
ſuppurating had afterwards produced the empyema, 
would expoſe himſelf to the danger of a miſtake, 
But, particularly in the commencement of this diſ- 
eaſe, the appetite and digeſtion remain very perfect ; 
whence the evil ſubtilly creeps on increaſing by de- 

rees : but as it has appeared from what was before 
fad that the abdominal viſcera are indeed enlarged 
to a great bulk in ricketty children, but in other 
reſpects are very ſound, it does not appear ſo won- 
derful, that their actions ſhould ſtill remain no ways 
defective in the incipient diſeaſe. 
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W HEN the diſeaſe js at this height 
VY thoſe affected therewith have a large 
head, with very wide apparent ſutures ; the 
thorax is flat and ſqueezed as it were on the 
fides, but raiſed high and pointed on the 
breaſt, with nodes at the extremities of the 
ribs; the abdomen projects outwards ; the 
teeth are rotten and black ; all which increa- 
fing daily, often leave diſtempers of the ſame 
kind, troubleſome. all the reſt of their days, 
chiefly the pion ventoſa, and a caries of the 
bones. PP fares i ome 


Thoſe changes which are obſerved in an adyanced 
ſtate of this diſeaſe now follow. © © 
A large head, with very wide apparent ſutures. 
The ſkull, as it is well known, is not wholly oſſifie 
in a new- born infant; for the bones of the head are 
as yet ſeparated from each other, and a membrane 
ſupplies the deficiency of bone, for this purpoſe, 
that the head of the infant, which in the time of 
birth paſſes through the ſttaits of the pelvis, may 
yield to the ſtrong efforts of the woman in 'labour, 
and more eaſily come into the world. In that part 
bf the ſkull where the bones of the forehead ate af- 
terwards united with the parietal bones by a ſuture, 
there is a great opening of an irregulat figure, whete 
o bone, but a mere membrane only, is felt by 
ouching the part, which is uſually called the fonta- 
A. As the child adyances in age this membrane 
zradually changes into a bone, either ſooner or later, 
different children, J more than once haye ſe 
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the fontanell ſtill remain membranous until the ſe- 
venth or eighth year of a child's age. The bones 
of the cranium are afterwards united by ſutures, all 
the membrane diſappearing ; therefore, all that ſpace 
between the bones of the ſkull not as yet rendered 
contiguous to each other, comes under the name of 
the ſutures, which are therefore the wider 1n propor- 
tion as the bones of the ſkull continue more diſtant 
from each other. 

It is well known, that the cavity of the ſkull is 
naturally always full; and it has appeared, in Sect. 
295, Where wounds in the head were treated of, 
that unleſs the bones of the ſkull reſtrained the con- 
tained ſoft encephalon, it would eaſily burſt out when 
a man forcibly raiſed any great weight, endeayoured 
to remove any obſtacle with all his ſtrength, ſtrained 
himſelf violently at ſtool when coſtive, was agitated 
by ſudden, and protracted. laughter, or ſhaken by 
violent repeated fits of ſneezing. . Whence it hap- 
pens, if this boney covering is wounded, or if 
a circular portion thereof is cut away by a chirur- 
gical operation, to prepare an iſſue for the extrava- 
{ated humours collected under the ſkull, which com- 
pu the ſoft encephalon, that ſurgeons ſo care- 
fully defend the injured place, ſenſible that if they 
neglected it, the encephalon, in the part where 
the trepan was applied, would in a ſhort time emerge 
in the form of an over-grown fungous excreſcence, 
which would grow again as ſoon as cut off, and not 
only fill the hole made by the trepan, but would 
{well out every where beyond its margins. 

As therefore a conſiderable part of the ſkull is 
ſtill naturally membranous in new-born children, 
and is to be gradually changed into bone, the 
reaſon is evident why the heads of young children 
though healthy are proportionably greater ; which 
is alſo always obſerved by painters and ſtatuaries ; 
but in ricketty children the bones are ſofter, and 
the membranous ſpaces between the bones of the 
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Kull are wider; hence the whole fabric of the ſkull 
more eaſily yields to the diſtending encephalon; 
whence the reaſon alſo appears, why an increaſed 
ſize of the head in ricketty children is enumerated 
amongſt the diagnoſtic ſigns of this diſeaſe. Now 
if it be conſidered, that the quantity and impetu- 
oſity of the humours towards the head are augmen- 
ted from the magnitude of the arteries and jugu- 
lar veins (ſee Sect. 1485, No. .), it evidently ap- 
| pears, why the bulk of the head may be increafed 
on account of theſe three concurrent cauſes, the 
ſoftneſs of the bones, the membranous ſtate of a 
conſiderable part of the ſkull, and a copious afflux 
of blood to the part, whilſt the reſt of the body 
ſeems rather to decreaſe. ' 

And thus a diſpoſition to a hydrocephalus ariſes, 
which ſometimes accompanies the rickets, and ſome- 
times is a conſequence thereof. 

It was before ſhewn, by many arguments, in Sect. 
1485, No. 8, that the ſolidity of the bones depended 
upon a due proportion of earth united thereto ; and 
that if the earthy particles were taken away, the bone 
would be then changed into an elaſtic flexible griſtle. 
It was there alſo remarked, that the earth intimately 
united to the bones is conſumed by the neceſſary 

actions of life, is caſt out of the body, and the 
Joſs of it reſtored by a fimilar ſubſtance, 'which pre- 
{eryes the due firmneſs of the bones. This firmneſs 
would be diminiſhed, if it was not daily and in the 
fame manner reſtored, as it was loſt ; and alſo if the 
quantity which the age requires for a due increaſe 
of the body was not added. Certainly the firmneſs is 
diminiſhed in the bones of the ricketty ; all the phe- 
pomena of the diſeaſe teach this; and it is not with- 
put reaſon that the decreaſe of ſtrength in the bones 
may be attributed either. to a too ſmall quantity of 
the earthy particles required for the firmneſs of the 

nes, or to their corrupt union with the other con- 


ſtituent parts of the bone, 
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We meet with ſome excellent obſervations con- 
cerning this matter in the celebrated Boerhaave , 
— 3 treats of the ſolvent power of ſimple water; 
which not only diſſolves pure terreſtrial bodies, but 
if they are corroded by acids, they may be di- 
luted in water, even ſo perfectly that the liquor will 
appear very tranſparent. In like manner, thoſe real 
ultimate earths of animals, fleſh, bones, teſtacea, 
&c. my be diſſolved in acids, and theſe ſolutions 
may be diluted in water, and thereby a very pellucid 
liquor produced. | 

But the contrary happens when earthy bodies are 
intimately united with alcaline falts; for the earth 
united to theſe cannot afterwards be diſſolved or di- 
lated in water. Glaſs evidently proves this, which 
conſiſts of an alcaline falt and earth intimately con- 
joined; and becomes the leſs diſſolvable in water in 
proportion as theſe two bodies are more clofely 
united together: for thus a ſubſtances formed which 
reſiſts the diſſolvent property of water more than 
any other. This great man therefore believed, that 
the author of nature had created all the aliments of 
animals, excepting a very few, of an aceſcent na- 
ture: for ſo the acid ſalts predominant in the firſt 
- paſſages, more happily diſpoſe the nutriment taken 
to a diſſolution, the firm parts of which chiefly co- 
here together through the earth they contain, and 
therefore would be far more difficultly converted into 
liquid chyle ; but, when a matter fit for faſtening the 
ſolids together is afterwards to be formed from this 
chyle, then the aceſcency which was neceſſary for 
preparing the chyle is totally loſt, and an alcaleſcent 

alt is produced, which ſeizing on the terrene par- 
ticles forms a ſubſtance not to be diffolved by wa- 
ter, but capable of propelling the humours: From 
all which circumſtances he finally thus concludes : 
Utique, quando vis mutandi aceſcentia in alcalia in cor- 

ore humano deficit, ofſa tum, cartilagines, dentes, li- 
gamenta, laxa, debilia, mollia, flexibilia, redduntar ; 


vr 
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ut in Rachiticis animadvertitur quotidie : * Likewiſe 
% when the power of changing acids into alcalies 
* fails in the human body, then the bones, griſtles, 
<< teeth, and ligaments, are rendered lax, weak, 
« ſofr, and flexible, as may be daily obſerved in 
* ricketty children.“ | | 

The thorax preſſed to the ſides, &c.] Where 
Gliſſon + deſcribes the ſigns of the rickets which ap- 

ar before diſſection in the bodies of thode who 
3 died of this diſeaſe, he remarks the following 
appearances about the thorax: Pefus exterius ma- 
crum, & valde anguſtum, preſertim ſub alis, & a 
lateribus quaſi compreſſum conſpicitur; ſternum vero 
nonnibil acuminatum, inſtar caring navis, aut pectoris 
galline, Caſtarum extrema, quibus cum cartilaginibus 
ſterni committuntur, nodoſa ſunt, quemadmodum de ar- 
ticulis carpi & tali diximus : The breaſt is ob- 
c ſerved externally lean and very narrow, and as it 
« were flattened. and compreſſed, eſpecially under 
te the armpits, and on the ſides; but the ſternum 
* ſomewhat ſharpened like the keel of a ſhip or the 
* breaſt of a fowl. The ends of the ribs by which 
e they are affixed to the cartilages of the ſternum 
bc are knotty, exactly in the ſame manner as we 
<« have deſcribed the joints of the wriſts.” For the 
boney ribs have not the requiſite firmneſs; hence 
they are eaſily preſſed inwards when the nurſe, with 
her hands applied to both ſides of the child, raiſes 
it from the ground, or carries it in her arms. It is 
in ſome places cuſtomary not to ſeat a child ſome- 
times upon the right, and then on the left arm, but 
on a horſe- hair cuſhion tied round the loins of the 
mother or nurſe, whilſt both hands are applied to 
the ſides of the thorax to prevent the child from fal- 
ling on either ſide, and to keep it in an upright po- 
ſition with the legs hanging down. But when the 
fides only are preſſed, the column of the vertebres 
will give way be and the bones of the ſter- 


num 
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num will be elevated forwards; and as the verte- 
bres afford moſt reſiſtance, the bone of the ſternum 
will riſe the more upon that account; and thus the 
cavity of the thorax be rendered nagrower when the 
ſides are compreſſed, and the lungs more diffi- 
cultly dilated 'in inſpiration 3 whence an aſthma and 
other dangerous diſeaſes of the breaſt ſo often enſue, 
and this diſeaſe ſo eaſily turns to a conſumption if of 
any long continuance. Hence it is ſtated * in the 
prognoſtics of the rickets, Aſthma (præſertim Or- 
thopnea, atque ea ſpirandi difficultas, in qua decubitus 
in neutrum latus admittitur) valde periculoſum : Ante 
obitum tabem fibi comitem perpetuo fere adſciſcit, niſi 
forte alius morbus aut ſymptoma grave interveniens, ac- 
celerata morte, tabem adventantem prevertat : * that 
« an aſthma (eſpecially an orthopncea, and that dif- 
« ficulty of breathing which permits not the patient 
<« to lie on either fide) is very dangerous; it con- 
« ſtantly for the moſt part before death brings on a 
<« conſumption, unleſs, ſome other ſupervening diſ- 
te eaſe or fatal ſymptom prevents it by a ſpeedy 
dt WET | 
The abdomen projects outwards.] This was treated 
of in Sect. 1485;:No 6,3 +: | 
Rotten black teeth. ] As the rickets frequently 
attacks the patient about the time of cutting the 
teeth, the firſt teeth are uſually badly affected, and 
even the ſecond teeth alſo if the diſeaſe has conti- 
nued any length of time. So that I have ſeen ſome 
youths who had been negligently treated in the be- 
pinning of this diſeaſe, continue toothleſs durin 
Fife indeed this but ſeldom happens, but it is oftener 
obſerved, that through a ſevere diſeaſe ſome of the 
teeth are wanting, particularly of thoſe called the 
inciſores; ſome of Which, however, are renewed 
2 about the ſeventh year, or ſometimes later, when the 
firſt, called dei or milk teeth, uſually fall out; 
for when the diſeaſe is violent, and of a long con- 
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tinuance, as the bones are ſeverely affected, it is no 
wonder that the teeth are in like manner affected. 
Under the adamantine ſhell, or enamel (fo called), 
which projects above the gums, is concealed a more 
tender boney ſubſtance, which when corrupted the 
tooth crumbles to pieces. Glifſon *® obſerves, that 
when dentition is joined to the rickets it very much 
accelerates the progreſs of the diſeaſe : and he alſo 
ſays, Dentes nigreſcere, aut fruſtillatim excidere, pe- 
riculo non vacat; atque id eo pejus eft, quo tardius 
alli in eorum locum ſuccreſcunt: That when the 
« teeth grow black, or crumble to pieces, the child 
d is not void of danger; and that it is ſtill the more 
dangerous the longer time that others take in 
<« ſpringing up in their places.“ For a phyſician 
may from this circumſtance learn that the diſeaſe 
is violent, if the ſecond teeth ſtill lurking in the 
| ſockets have been affected by the firſt decayed teeth 

laced over them, or at leaſt, that it will more dif- 

cultly yield to the preſcribed remedies, and be 
more ſlowly eradicated. The famous Buchner, al- 
ready mentioned F, has obſerved, A dentibus oriri 
morbum ; unde, fi infans ſerius, poſt primum annum, 
v. &. anno uno & dimidio, aut quadrante, aut plane 
expleto jam annorum binario, dentes edat, utut antea 
vegetus & alacris fuerit, metuendum eft, ne in ſpina- 
lem morbum incidat, five convulfiones dentitioni accedant, 
vel non. In Rachitide imperfefia dentes, carie ejecki, 
eptimo anno reperantur, in perfefta vero non: that 
'« the diſeaſe begins in the teeth; whence, if an in- 
* fant cuts its teeth late, viz. after the firlt year, 
ge in a year and half, or three quarters, or at the 
$ expiration,of two years, though he had been be- 
« fore robuſt and lively, it is to be feared, that he 
& will fall into the ſpinal diſeaſe, whether convul- 
„ ſions accompany dentition or not. In the wo 
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« fe&t rickets the carious teeth are ſupplied by new 
<« ones in the ſeventh year, but not in the perfect.“ 
It is to be remarked, that this author calls that the 
perfect rickets, when no hopes remain of curing the 
diſeaſe : Rachitis imperfea difficulter, perfetta vis aut 
raro curatur. Saltem, oblata licet occafione, curam pe- 
riclitari noluit:* The imperfect rickets is with dif- 
« ficulty cured, the perfect, ſeldom or never. At 
„ leaſt he would not hazard a cure, though an op- 
« portunity offered.” Which ſentiment, however, 
cannot be commended, as patients have often reco- 
vered from this and other diſeaſes, though given over 
by all who ſaw them. 

But he obſerved, that the diſeaſe commonl 
proved fatal, if a remarkable ſtench of the 3 
accompanied the caries of the teeth. Moreover he 
has confirmed“ that prognoſtic of Gliſſon concerning 


the ſlow eruption of the new teeth in a ricketty child, 


for the firſt teeth were cut flowly, and with almoſt 
continual convulſions ; then all the ſigns of a com- 
mencing rickets declared themſelves ; the teeth be- 
came yellow, then black, and dropped out, ſo that 
the child lived for five years toothleſs ; one tooth 
ſprung up in the eleventh year of its age, which re- 
- mained until death put an end to its miſerable life 

in its fourteenth year. A copper-plate, annexed to 
this diſſertation, exhibits the wonderful deformity of 
a body ſo long affected with the rickets. 

For though ricketty children often fall much ſooner 
victims to this diſeaſe, yet many recover from it; but 
they are deformed, and lead a miſerable life, almoſt 
incapable of every kind of occupation, unlefs pro- 
per remedies are in time applied; which will be here- 
after treated of. Hence Gliſſon, + treating of the 
prognoſtics of this diſeaſe, thus ſays: Qui ſtatum 
morbi attingunt, quo nempe is non amplius augetur, 
omnes, fi rette tractentur, evadunt, niſi forte alius mor- 
| bus 
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bus fit conjunctus, aut caſu aliquo ſuperveniat, ægrum- 
que in augmentum ulterius deturbet. Declinatio ſymp- 
tomatum ſimiliter, ſed certius, ſanitatis reſtitutionem 
pollicetur : All thoſe who reach that ſtate of the 
«diſeaſe, wherein it appears to be at a ſtand, eſcape. 
ce if they are rightly treated, unleſs ſome other diſ- 
« eaſe is by chance complicated with it, or acci- 
« dentally happens, and hurries on a farther aug- 
« mentation thereof. A declenſion of the ſymptoms 
« in like manner, but more certainly, promiſes reſto- 

<& ration of health.“ | | | 
Which, daily increaſing, often leave ſimilar perni- 
cious diſeaſes during life, chiefly the ſpina ventoſa, 
and a caries of the bones.] It was before demon- 
ſtrated, that the bones have 'not a due firmneſs in 
ricketty bodies; hence they retain not their natural 
ſituation and figure when they are preſs'd by the in- 
cumbent weight of the body in an erect poſture 
whence the ſpina dorſi is ſo often deformed, and 
alſo the inferior extremities : the ſame happens in 
the ſuperior extremities, when theſe little patients, 
in a conſtant ſedentary poſition, or as they lie in 

their beds, ſtrive with their hands and arms to chan 
the ſituation of the body, which, if it remains for 
a long time in the ſame poſture, begets an uneaſy 
ſenſation even in ſound and robuſt men: whence it 
ts alſo obſerved, that the healthy ſometimes as they 
fleep change their poſture, to remove the uneaſineſs 
they feel from a long preſſure of the body on a par- 
ticular part during the time of ſleep. For unleſs 
this change of ſituation was now and then obtained, 
the circulation would be ſtopped in thoſe parts we 
lie on, and a, gangrene would enſue in the parts thus 
exceedingly compreſſed ; as phyliciatis lament is fre- 
uently the caſe when ſtupid and ſoporific patients 
cel not that uneaſineſs, and their nurſes, though 
adviſed to ſhift them from fide to fide; are negligent 
tn performing that duty. But as a perfect exerciſe 
of the ſenſes fill attends ricketty children, * 
& 
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ſerable little creatures the more frequently uſe their 
hands to change their poſition of body; hence the 
epiphyſes of the radius, ulna, and os humeri protu- 
berate, and the middle parts of the bones between 
the joints, wanting a due firmneſs, begin to be in- 
curvated. The action of the muſcles affixed to the 
bone might alſo change the natural figure of theſe 
bones, which are exceſſively flexible in this diſeaſe: 
but it before appeared, that the amplitude and 
ſtrength of the muſcles are diminiſhed, and that 
their activity decreaſes in the rickets; whence this 
is perhaps to be leſs dreaded, for the preceding rea- 
ſon; but when their loſt ſtrength is by a happy 
cure reſtored to the muſcles, and a firmneſs alſo gra- 
dually ſucceeds in the bones, then the figure of 
theſe incurvated bones is often amended by the ſole 
power of the muſcles affixed to them. This matter 
will be more fully diſplayed when we come to the 
cure of this diſcaſe. D' Aubenton, who was very ac- 
curate not only in deſcribing the ſtructure of the 
human body, but was incomparably curious in that 
kind of anatomy uſually called comparative, which de- 
ſcribes the parts of animals, and compares them with the 
human parts of the ſame names, whereby the know- 
- ledge of all the functions is much enlightened, (in 
his deſcription of the moſt precious muſeum of na- 
tural hiſtory, * the care of which is committed to him, 
and in the diſcharge of which duty he has acquitted 
himſelf with ſo much reputation) deſcribes many ſpe- 
cimens, ſome alſo by very accurate drawings, which 
evidently teach us in what a wonderful manner the 
human bones may be changed in this diſeaſe; and 
even how the very ſubſtance of theſe bones is at 
length ſometimes miſerably deſtroyed. _ But as the 
morbid ſtate of the bones can be more accurately 
obſerved in dry bones, he therefore has deſcribed _ 


'* Hiſtoire naturelle avec la deſcription du Cabinet du Roy, 
Tom. III. p. 57, & fuivantes, > 
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delineated ſome ſkeletons, in which the bones re- 
mained annexed to each other by their on liga- 
ments. All theſe things deſerve to be. attentively 

Zuchner bas delineated a girl who, for fourteen 
years, was affected with the rickets before ſhe died 
of that diſeaſe. In this figure appears indeed a very 

reat deformity of the limbs, but the ſtate of the 
— ſtill covered by the ſoft parts is not ſeen; but 


in the diſſection of the body of the ſame girl + we 


thus read: Supra modum molles & ſciſſu faciles carti- 
lagines erant. Ipſa vero ofſa cartilagineam naturam, 
I mollitie, & facie ipſa, æmulata ſunt. Cultro ana- 
tomico abſque vi totum os femoris diſcidi, Articuli 
a natural: ſua conſtitutione, uti totum corpus, degene- 
raverant. Ita contrafta & collapſa pelvis aſſa erant, 
wt digitum ano immiſſum vix admitterent, atque ut 
inde tata vęſica in abdomen expuiſa peregrinaret. Cavum 
Mum fiſtuloſorum ex binis oppoſitis lateribus admodum 
compreſſum erat, ut cavitas cylindrica in planam & 
paralelogrammiformem mutata eſſet : * The cartilages 
« were beyond meaſure ſoft, flexible, and eaſily 
« divided. The very bones themſelves reſembled 
« cartilages, both in appearance and ſoftneſs. I cut 
* the thigh - bone through with a diſſecting knife 
© with all imaginable eaſe. The joints as well as 
< the whole body had degenerated from their na- 
« tural form. The bones of the pelvis were ſo 
* contracted and collapſed, that they would hardly 
« admit of the introduction of the finger up the anus, 
* and thereby the whole bladder was forced out into 
te the cavity of the abdomen. The cavity of the fiſtu- 
* Jous bones had been ſo much compreſſed on the 
« oppoſite ſides, that their cylindrical cavity had 
t been changed into the form of a parallelogram.” 
D' Aubenton I alſo obſerved like wonderful deformi- 
ties in the bodies of perſons who died of the Os, 
Wt b ut 
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but they were ſo various, that he deſpaired of giving 
an exact deſcription of them, though the bones of 
this ſkeleton, connected by its real ligaments, re- 
mained in as natural a ſituation as poſſibly could be 
expected. Whence he thus finiſhes his account of 
this ſkeleton : Uno verbo dicam, pleraque ofſa compla- 
nata fuiſſe diverſimode ſecundum illorum longitudinem. 
« T ſhall, in one word, ſay, that the bones were, for 
<« the moſt part, flattened divers ways, according to 
their length.” This ſkeleton was three feet, two 
inches, long : though from the dimenſions of one of 
the bones, and from obſerving the progreſs of the 
oſſification, the patient had probably been ſubject to 
this diſeaſe for eighteen or twenty years before it 
proved fatal. It was before remarked in $. 1316, 
where difficult labour was treated of, that the mid- 
wives always dread a difficult labour, when they al- 
ſiſt thoſe lying-in women who, in their youth, had 
laboured under the rickets; eſpecially if any re- 
markable deformity remains about the ultimate ver- 
tebres of the loins, and the bones which conſtitute the 
cavity of the pelvis ; which may not only cauſe a 
difficult labour, but ſometimes allo a total impoſſi- 
bility of excluding the infant. See what has been 
farther ſaid in that ſection. 

Similar inconveniences may ariſe from the ſame 
cauſe, when the cavity of the thorax is ſtraitened 
through the deformity of the back bone, ſo that the 
lungs cannot be freely expanded ; whence trouble- 
ſome and perpetual coughs, an incurable aſthma, an 
incredible anxiety, the face livid, and ſwelled by an 
increaſed or ſlight motion of the body, impoſthumes 
of the lungs, an incurable conſumption, hard ſchir- 
ruſſes, and adheſions of the lungs with the pleura, 
enſue; as appears from the preceding obſervations. 

But wonderful defects have alſo been obſerved 
in the reſt of the bones of the body. D' Au- 
zenton +, in the ricketty ſkeleton juſt now men- 

Vor. XVII. K k tioned, 
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tioned, cut through a part of the occiput and oſſa 
parietalia, and found the parietal bones, in ſome 
places, half an inch thick, but ſo thin in others, 
that light might be ſeen through them; he found alſo 
ſuch thin places in the bones of the forehead, of the 
temples, and in thoie of the hinder part of the head: 
Quere, are ſuch thin places found in the bones of 
the extremities? in which danger of a fracture is to be 
apprehended from the leaſt force. In another ſkelc- 
ton, whoſe figure he ſhews in an annexed * copper- 
plate, marked with the letter E, appeared the 
traces of ſome joinings, as it were, all round the 
circumference of the middle parts of the bones of 
the radius, ulna, arms, thighs, tibia, and fibula; 
and even ſome ſimilar traces appeared in the ribs: 
This famous man doubted whether theſe were 
not the traces of fractures conſolidated by means of 
a callus.” The difficulty which ſeemed to oppoſe 
this opinion was, how ſo many bones could be 
broken in this body, and the fractures be again ſo 
well conſolidated. © He was, therefore, more willing 
to believe that they were to be attributed to the 
rickets: and that this diſeaſe, which fo diſturbs the 
growth of the bones, had inverted the natural order 
of oſſification, which begins in the middle, and pro- 
ceeds towards the extremities of the bones; but, 
that in this diſcaſe, the middle part of the bones had 
remained a long time cartilaginous, whilſt the oſſifi- 


cation had, in the mean time, begun to proceed 


wy | why. 
from botli extremities towards the middle; and that 


both theſe oſſifications, which began from the extre- 
mities, meeting in the middle, might have produced 
thoſe traces of the joinings; nay, formerly, before 
the bones had become intirely hard, they might have 
been bent in the middle, particularly in early infancy. 
From whence he infers, that if a mother of ſuch 
an infant, in the time of her pregnancy, had ſeen a 
malefactor broke on the wheel, the infant born rick- 
ZFR An . 17 2 etty, 

* Diſputat. ad morb. hiſtor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. p. 76. 
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etty, with the bones flexible in the middle, would 
afford a ſpecious argument for thoſe who endeavour 
to defend the power of the imagination of the mo- 
ther on the fœtus contained in the womb. 

But it is worthy of obſervation, that the rickets is 
ſeldom or never a diſeaſe born with the fœtus, as 
has been ſupported by many arguments in F. 1481; 
and though the foetus were already infected by this 
diſeaſe, in the mother's womb, the diſorder could 
not have gathered ſuch ſtrength, in the early period 
of time after nativity, as to occaſion ſo many broken 
bones. For the whole hiſtory of the difeale teaches, 
that the rickets begins its attack later, and makes a 
much ſlower progrels. 

But ſeveral authors have taken notice, that the 
bones are eaſily broken in ricketty children, The 
celebrated Petit *, where he treats of the morbid 
change of the bones in the rickets, ſays, that the os 
humeri is indeed ſcarcely changed in figure, as it is 
every where girded with muſcles which are of almoſt 
equal ſtrength, neither is it obliged to ſuſtain the 
weight of the body like the os femoris; yet he re- 
marks, that when the bones have been already much 
ſoftened by the diſeaſe, then in the part where the 
deltoid and anterior brachial muſcles are inſerted, the 
os humeri is ſo incurvated, that the anterior part be- 
comes convex, and the poſterior concave: LYerum 
ſepiſſime in hoc loco os invenitur ſemifratum; quod 
pluribus vicibus viderat. Hoc infortunium-non tantum 
offi . bumeri accidit, ſed ſæpe etiam caſtis, uli & mediæ 
parti offium femoris & crurum. But the bone is 
very often found half broken in that place; which 
« he had frequently ſeen. This misfortune not 
<« only happens to the os humeri, but often alſo to 
<« the ribs, as alſo to the middle parts of the bones 
of the thighs. and legs.” Buchner + obſerved, 
that the thigh bone was broke, by a very ſlight 

K k 2 {troke, 
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ſtroke, in the latter days of a girl who died of the 
rickets, in the Hxteenth year of her age, though ſhe 
was not able to fit, much leſs walk, in the ultimate 
ſtage of this diſeaſe. Another girl, who was ſuckled 
almoſt two years, and perfectly healthy during that 
period of time, afterwards became ricketty; and, in 
the third year of her age, by only running in the'ſtreet, 
broke her thigh bone; and though that fracture was 
found conſolidated, upon diſſecting her body after 
her death, which happened in the tenth year of her 
age, yet ſhe was, by the violence of the diſeaſe, de- 
prived of the power of walking, in her life time, 
after that fracture. Wein 
believe theſe circumſtances are ſufficient to 
prove, that the diminiſhed ſolidity of the bones, in 
this diſeaſe, often occaſions fractures of theſe bones. 
Beſides, it is worthy of notice, that the epiphyſes of 
the bones grow protuberant at the joints, (vide F. 
1485. No. 8.) whence all the bones generally ſwell 
about their joirits, as D*Aubenton I has obſerved in 
the ſkeletons of ricketty perſons; particularly, the 
bones of the thighs and legs labour under this defect 
at their joints; nor have the cavities of the joints an 
amplitude large enough in proportion, to receive the 
head of the -articulating bone,” as its bulk is in- 
creaſed by the diſeaſe: Fart ariſes danger of an eaſy 
diſlocation of the joint; which perhaps more fre- 
quently happens in the rickets than is believed. 
Whilſt Gn recites the prognoſtic ſigns of this 
diſeaſe, ' he, amongſt others, obſerves: Qui crura 
furſum* trabunt, neque ea lubenter extendi patiuntur, 
diffculter curantur. “ "Thoſe who draw their legs 
„ upwards, and ſuffer them not to be extended wil- 
<* lingly, are difficultly cured.” If the head of the 
thigh bone enters not deep enough into its ſocket, 
in a ricketty child, 'where the ligaments are relaxed, 
it eaſily falls out; and when it has thus flipped out 
of the joint, it is again drawn upwards by the _ 
0 «4 r „ hn . * cles; 
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cles; whereby the limb is ſhortened, nor can it be 
extended without great pain. Perhaps this ultimate 
prognoſtic alſo reſpects this circumſtance : Qui faci- 
cilius tolerant omnimodam jactationem corporis, ceteris 

paribus, facilius curantur : ** Thoſe who moſt eaſily 
<« bear a toſſing of the body every way, cæteris pa- 
& ribus, are moſt eaſily cured.” For this patience, 
in ſuſtaining every kind of motion, ſhews that the 
joints are not only good, but that the breaſt is alſo 
free; which is a very good ſign, Whence theſe mi- 
ſerable little patients are incapable of moving their 
own bodies; nor can their ſituations be changed by 
others, without danger of an immediate ſuffoca- 
tion, when the rickets is far advanced, and a fatal 
event is apprehended. Buchner * ſaw the whole train 
of ſuch miſeries in a ricketty girl, who, in the laft 
period of her life, integro pede brevior reddebatur, & 
magno capite, ac inter elevatas ſcapulas quaſi gompboſi 
immiſſo, brachiis & pedibus curvatis mirumque intortis, 
zlevato ſterno & eminente abdomine, ex homine in mon- 
trum degenerabat. Tunc, nequidem ſedere valens, & 
brachiis 8 dor ſo, miſerandum ſpedtaculum] ſuſpendenda 
erat. Et retro, niſi caput perpetuo muniretur, mox 
totum cadebat; quo nempe curvatura vertebrarum collt 
divertebatur, was rendered ſhorter by an entire 
4% foot; had a large head, ſunk in; as if faſtened by 
the ſuture called Gomphofis, between her elevated 
& ſhoulder blades z her arms and legs incurvated and 
% diſtorted in a ſurprizing manner; the ſternum 
% raiſed up and ſharp, and tlie abdomen prominent 
& ſo that from a human being ſhe had degenerated 
e into a monſter ; being then unable to fit, oh piti- 
& ful ſpetacle ! ſhe was obliged to be ſuſpended by 
* the arms and back. And if the head was not 
& perpetually propped behind, it quickly fell back- 
« wards : by which means the curvature of the ver- 

© tebres of the neck was even turned on one ſide.” 
It alſo ſeems very greatly to be feared in thoſe who 

. recover from a long continued rickets, left that be- 
K K 3 ſides 
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ſides the deformity of ſtature, there ſhould from 
thence remain ſuch a change of the fabrick in the 
bones, as afterwards may produce bad diſeaſes of the 
bones, very difficult to be cured, namely a caries, 
and the ſpina ventoſa. | 

It has before appeared, that, by the very neceſſary 
actions of health, thoſe particles are waſted in a firm 
and ſound bone, and as it were, vaniſh out of the 
body, on which the firmneſs and ftrength of the bones 
depend; which, if not reſtored by the action of the 
, veſſels and viſcera, from the aliments converted into 
the nature of the fluid and ſolid parts of the body, 
the ſtructure of the bones will degenerate from its 
natural genius, and at length become morbid, if 
the ſame defect remains a long time. But as the 
whole hiſtory of the rickets teaches, - that the diſ- 

eaſe injures the ſolid parts of the body, particularly 
the bones, it will not appear wonderful, that traces 
of the diſorder remain in the bones where the diſeaſe 
has been a long time endured ; which will manifeſt 
themſelves upon the recovery of ſtrength and 
health, and will ſometimes require to be ſeparated 
from the ſound parts of the bones; which indeed 
might ſucceſsfully. be done, if a way was prepared 
for the exfoliation of the affected bone, by a plenti- 
ful ſuppuration' of the ſoft parts; but this good 
luck ſeldom happens, as a great diſpoſition to putre- 
faction attends this diſeaſe when grievous, which 
ſometimes attains ſuch a vaſt malignity, that Buch- 
ner ſaw a miſerable girl, who, the laſt day of her 
life, adeo tetram ore exſpiraſſe mephitim, à qua ſaniſſi- 
mus volucris, cavee, que puellæ vertici perpendicularis 
imminebat, incluſus, mox enecatus eſt, ** breathed fo 
« foul a ſtench from her mouth, that a very healthy 
„ bird, in a cage which hung over her head, was 
* immediately killed by it.“ 

But as every thing, that regards this matter, was 
before treated of, in a particular chapter on the di- 
ſeaſes of the bones, in F. 312, and the following, 
thoſe paſſages may be referred to. 

> ER 8 SE CT. 
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N D during the whole courſe of this 

diſeaſe, a flow, flight fever doth con- 
ſume the body until death; and then do all 
the fibres, membranes, veſſels, and viſcera, 
appear ſoft, and withered, the humours all 
diſſolved and ſlimy. So that we may conclude 
the proximate cauſe of this diſeaſe, to be a 
ſluggiſh, ſlimy, cold, and vapid, cacochymy, 
perhaps with a mixture of a latent venereal 
virus, together with a very looſe fabrick of 
the ſolid parts. 


The rickets proceeds ſlowly: and not only makes its 
progreſs for many months, but alſo for years, before 
it deſtroys the body; as may be eaſily collected from 
what has been before ſaid, For it has been proved 
by many inſtances, that the firſt ſymptoms of the 
* commencing diſeaſe manifeſt themſelves after the 
firſt cutting of the teeth; and that a miſerable life has 
been dragged on to the fourteenth or ſixteenth year 
of the patient's age, before death put an end to its 
train of calamities. But it 1s to be conſidered, that 
many, who are afflicted with the rickets in-a tender 
age, ſtlll ſuffer much longer. Glifſon * remarks, 
that thoſe who are not perfectly cured before the 
expiration of their fifth year, afrerwards ſurvive 
as miſerable, ailing, creatures, and die aſthmatic, 
cachectic, or conſumptive, before they arrive at 
manhood ; Vel ſaltem gibboſos, nanos, curvos, aut 
aliter deformes, poſtmodum ſupereſſe; or they at 

h ; Kk 4 « leaſt 
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* leaſt. remained hump-back dwarfs, or otherwiſe 
&« deformed.” But it is a known fact, that eve 
diſeaſe is terminated in a threefold manner: for it 
either ends in health, death, or turns to another di- 
feaſe different from the former, to which, as the 
cauſe, it owes its origin. Thus a hump-backed 
perſon 1s no longer called ricketty, though that de- 
formity of the back may proceed from a preceding 
* Tickets : the ſame is true with reſpect to other defor- 
mities, the conſequences of the rickets. But here it 
is affirmed, that a flow, ſlight, fever, gradually 
preys upon the body until death, in the real rickets, 
though it often ceaſes, when that diſeaſe is afterwards 
changed into another. 

Yet it may be doubted, whether a flight fever 
accompanies this difeafe in the very firſt period of 
Ks invaſion, bY ww 
- Gliſen*, who examined this diſeaſe with ſo much 
care, confeſſes as follows: Adeo lente ſenſimque ob- 
repit, ut ad plures menſes vix ſui manifeſta veſtigia pro- 
dat, niſi forte a vehementifſimis cauſis ejus progreſſus 
promoveatur, ut a morbo violentiore aut colliquante, ſeu 
antecedente, feu ſuperveniente. © It ſteals on ſo 
„ ſlowly, and gradually, that it hardly diſcloſes any 
4 maniteſt traces for many months, unleſs that its 
« progrels is accidentally promoted by the moſt ve- 
“ hement cauſes; ſuch as a very violent or colliqua- 
* tive diſeaſe, whether preceding, or coming after.“ 
It is by all agreed, that this ſlow, ſmall, fever at- 
| tends the diſeaſe when more advanced; but it is tar- 
difas motus hujus morbi in ſua prima invaſione, © flow 
« of motion in the firſt: invaſion of this diſeaſe.” 
But the ſigns of the commencement of this diſcaſe in 
young children, who had not as yet begun to walk, 
were treated of in $. 1485: where the unuſual flac- 
cid ſtate of ricketty dead bodies was allo remarked, 
in No. 5; whereas it uſually happens, that thoſe who 
die of other diſeaſes, grow {tiff not only after, but 

ſometimes 
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ſometimes before death alſo: whence the parents or 
relations of a dead body pay it their laſt duty by 
cloſing the eye-lids and mouth of it, leſt it ſhould 
be a horrid ſpectacle, theſe parts remaining open after 
death: they in like manner place the head in a right 
ſituation, and join the — If this duty was too 
long delayed after death, the body would become 
ſo ſtiff, that this pious work could no longer be ex- 
ecuted, or at leaſt not without great difficulty; but 
all the joints remain flexible in ricketty dead bodies, 
and the large head falls, from its weight alone, to 
this or that ſide, if not ſupported. 

The humours all diſſolved and flimy.] The ob- 
ſervations made in the chapter de morbis viſcerum 
debilium et laxorum, on weak and lax viſcera, 
in Section 41, and the following ſections, merit at- 
tention here, as alſo the remarks on the diſeaſes of 
weak and lax fibres, in Sect. 24, and on the ſimilar 
defects in the veſſels, in Sect. 38, &c. for all theſe 
alſo take place in the rickets. It was demonſtrated, 
in Sect. 25, that a defect of the muſcular motion is 
to be deſervedly recited amongſt the primary cauſes 
of the weakneſs and laxity of the fibres; it appeared, 
in Sect. 30, that the fibres are weak in infants, grow- 
ing children, and ſuch as lead ſedentary inactive 
lives; in Sect. 35, 2. that the ſolid fibres, when too 
ſtiff and elaſtic, are amended by reſt and much ſound 
ſleep in a humid and cold air, for thus they are ren- 
dered weaker and ſofter; in Sect. 43, 3. that ſlug- 
giſhneſs of the fluids circulating through the greater 
veſſels, which depends upon the diminiſhed quantity 
of aqueous fluidity, and languid muſcular motion is 
from thence deduced ; but all theſe matters are men- 
' tioned in the hiſtory of the rickets. In Sect. 44, 
the diſorders that ariſe from a debility and re- 
laxation of the veſſels and viſcera are enumerated, 
particularly the cachexy, and cachochymy, together 
with their fatal conſequences, conſumptions, the empye- 
ma, dropſy, and atrophy, all which are obſerved in 

the 
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the courſe of the rickets. It was proved, in Sect. 
48, that the blood in very robuſt bodies is exceſſive 
denſe, tough, and mild, but in very tender bodies 
diſſolved, thin, light, and acrimonious. 

All theſe circumſtances therefore conſpire together 
in the rickets to cauſe a diſſolution of the humours, 
nor has the blood an healthy firm conſiſtence, but 
only a clammy, glutinous lentor, which has been 
treated of in Sect. 69, and the following ſections. 

Obſervations worthy of credit confirm what has 
been juſt now ſaid : the celebrated du Yerney * af- 
firms, Carnes Rachiticorum albas, molles, decolores, 
eſſe, ſanguinem autem aquoſum, & valde diſſolutum : 
« that the fleſh of ricketty children is white, ſoft, 
« and almoſt colourleſs, and the blood watery and 
« very much diffolved.” Buchner ＋ teſtifies, that 
in the dead body of a ricketty girl /angurs ſummo- 
pere tenuis, reſolutus, & rutilus, erat: the blood 
* was extremely thin, diſſolved, and florid.“ 
Wherefore we may conclude the proximate cauſe, 
&c.] From the whole hiſtory of the rickets, hi- 
therto deſcribed, follows the proximate cauſe thereof, 
ſuch as'is here deſcribed. That is called the proxi- 
mate cauſe of a diſeaſe which directly conſtitutes 
the whole preſent ' diſorder ; the preſence whereof 
founds and continues the diſeaſe, and the abſence of 
which removes it. For the humours degenerate 
from thoſe qualities which are required in health, 
and then a cacochymy is ſaid to exift ; which may 
be of various kinds, but is in this difeaſe found to 
be inert, vapid, and ſlimy. The fabric of the ſolid 
parts of the body here is alſo too lax, as has been 
demonſtrated z but our humours are fo concocted by 
the ſtrength of our veſſels and different viſcera, that 
they acquire the natural qualities required for healthz 
and therefore they gradually degenerate when the 
| ſtrength of the ſolids is debilitated. | 2 

| | d 
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And it is alſo propoſed by way of a doubt, whether 

there is not perhaps ſomething of a venereal virus 
in the rickets, but of the mildeſt kind. 

The celebrated Aſtruc believed, that the conta- 
gion of the venereal diſeaſe may ſometimes be of a 
very mild nature, ſo as to be gradually broke down 
by the vital powers, and decreaſe in quantity, 
and finally vaniſh- totally from the body. But he 
ſays, that this happineſs is never to be expected un- 
leſs the venereal virus has been benign, and ſmall 
in quantity, the blood alſo pure, and its component 
parts duly mixed and perfectly elaborated ; and if 
the virus was not in this manner entirely diſſipated 
from the body, he conceived, that part of it might 
ſtill lurk a long time there, ſed ita coercitum & re- 
frenatum, ut effetiu careat ; ſeu, quod idem eſt, late- 
bit quidem in ſanguine, ſed latebit innoxie, quemadmo- 
dum in praxi videre obvium eft, but ſo reſtrained 
and curbed, as to be incapable of producing its 
<« uſual effect; or which is the ſame thing, it will 
ce indeed remain in the blood, but will continue there 
entirely harmleſs, as may be obviouſly ſeen in 
« practice.” But if the blood degenerates from its 
ſound nature by a fever, or any other diſeaſe, by 
errors in diet, loſs of reſt, a ſurfeit, &c. eadem ra- 
tione venenum antea latens viribus & copia promte in- 
valeſcet, naturali ferociæ reſtituetur; unde Lues ma- 
ni feſta, for the ſame reaſon the poiſon before la- 
<« tent may quickly increaſe in power and quantity, 
<« reaſſume its natural fury; and hence a manifeſt 
« Les.” 

He endeavours to confirm his opinion by an ar- 
gument drawn from uncultivated trees, the fruit 
of which yields a rough four juice, but becomes ſo 
mild when planted and cultivated in gardens, that 
its flavour is very pleaſing to the palate ; but if the 
hand of the gardener ceates from a due culture of 
uch trees, the fruit returns to its former roughneſs. 


He 


\ 


* De Morhis Vener, Lib. II. Cap. V. p. 102, 103. 


508 The RicxetTs Sect. 1488. 
He affirms this to be the caſe in the venereal diſeaſe, 
which inoffenſively lurks in the body: quamdiu ſan- 
guis purior largiorem ſimilis veneni renovationem re- 
frenaturus eſt; ſug vero redditur native ferociæ & 
virulentiæ, ubi primum depravata ſanguinis integritate 
datur latenti veneno nocendi locus: © as long as the 
« pure blood prevents a renovation of ſimilar poi- 
« ſon, but is reſtored to its natural fierceneſs and 
« yirulence, when the blood, being firſt depraved in 
< its quality, an opportunity offers for the latent vi- 
„ rus to exert its yirulence.” 

Hence he explains, why the Lues may ſometimes fol- 
low, when either of a married couple carries the lurking 
venereal virus in the body, though they have a long 
time lived together in wedlock totally free from a 
declared venereal diſeaſe. Id enim ſupponit, quidpiant 
ex alterutra parte mutatum fuiſſe, unde contagium, 
quod ab infecto viro manat, jam efficacius fit, vel ſan- 
guis mulieris, qui inficiendus eſt, ad concipiendum ves 
nenum magis comparatus : For it ſuppoſes that 
« ſomething has been changed in one fide or the other; 
from whence the contagion which is emitted from 
the infected man becomes now more vigorous, 
< or the blood of the woman which is to be in- 
« fefted. more prediſpoſed for the reception of the 
« poiſon.” But as that famous man ſtates, that 
ſtrumous and ricketty diſpoſitions are ſymptoms of 
a degenerated Lues: hence he from the ſame foun- 
dation explains, why out of many children begotten 
by the ſame parents, ſome, afterwards labour under 
the rickets, and ſeveral others of them do not. IA 
enim arguit, hunc aut illum, nativa corporis conſtitu- 
tione, vel morbis, qui, dum utero geſtantur, matrem de- 
bilitant, ceteris imbecilliorem eſſe, unde contagio altius 
inſiciatur: This argues, that this or that child, 
« by its natural conſtitution of body, or from fome 
diſeaſe that debilitates the mother during preg- 
* nancy, is weaker than the reſt; whence it 1s 
more deeply infected with the contagion.” A. it 

; as 
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has appeared from the hiſtory of the venereal diſeaſe, 
that the moſt perfect and robuſt health weakens not 
the virus received into the body ; but on the con- 
trary, that the healthieſt youths who are moſt full 
of Juices are the worſt infected by impure venery. 
Nay if any part of the venereal contagion ſtill 
lurks in the body after a cure has been attempted, 
all the fymptoms of the difeaſe are huſhed and lie 
dormant as long as the miſerable patients languiſh, 
and are exhauſted by rough mercurials, and a ſevere 
courſe of diet; but the ſymptoms again repullulate, 
as ſoon as the body is filled with good nouriſhment, 
and the ſtrength has returned; and ſometimes the 
cure muſt be repeated. Beſides, the ſymptoms of the 
venereal diſeaſe are entirely different from thoſe which 
accompany the rickets, as may be ſeen in Sect. 1482. 
But the celebrated Afruc ſeems, in the ſecond 
edition of his moſt finiſhed treatiſe de Lue Yenerea : 
on the venereal diſeafe,” to have more accurately 
determined what he thought concerning the venereal 
diſeaſe, ag a cauſe of the rickets. For although we 
read what I have juſt now recited in the fifth chap- 
ter of the ſecond book, yet we meet with ſome 
things in another place ® which are not found in 
the firſt edition. Where he treats of the various 
periods of the venereal diſeaſe, he ſays, that he in 
Pence had prudently paſſed over not a few of thoſe 
kinds of new diſeaſes which are by many perſons 
believed to be bred or revived by the venereal diſ- 
eaſe; and he afterwards fubjoins, that numbers have 
imagined, that the rickets proceeds from the ſame 
fountain. Sed qui ita putant ſemper chorda oberrant 
eadem; ſcilicet probant quidem egregie virus Venereum 
degener producende Rachitidi ſymtolam conferre, ut 
& producendis non paucis morbis aliis : JOE vero. 
minime, venenum idem gfſe conj undl am adxguatam 


cauſam 


* 
<« 
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cauſam Rachitidis ; cum certum fit Rachitide ſepius 
tentart infantes plurimos, quorum parentes omni Luis 
Veneree contagio perfectiſime ſemper vacavere : - Burt 
« thoſe who are of that opinion always touch the 
« wrong ſtring ; they indeed excellently prove, that 
5 degenerate venereal virus conduces towards the 
hs production of the rickets, as alſo towards the pro- 
* duction of many other diſeaſes; but they do not at 
< all prove, that the ſame virus is a conjunct and 
oe” adequate cauſe of the rickets, as it is certain, that 
many children, whoſe parents have always been 
& perfectly free from the venereal diſeaſe, are often 
attacked by the rickets.” 
It therefore does not appear, that the venereal 
diſcaſe can be enumerated amongſt the cauſes of the 
rickets; as it is certain, that this diſeaſe ariſes in in- 
fants without any ſuſpicion of a venereal contagion 
previouſly communicated. 
This opinion is. farther confirmed, becauſe. the 
rickets demands a very different cure from that of 
the venereal diſeaſe ; and alſo becauſe. thoſe reme- 
dies which are recommended for the extinction of the 
venereal virus cannot in the leaſt prove ſerviceable 
in this diſcaſe. For Gliſon ſays, ' Ob/ervavimns, 
pueros nonmillos, unguentis mercurialibus illitos ad ne- 
candam ſcabiem, in hunc paſtea morbum mcidiſſe.: % We 
« have ſeen ſome children rubbed with mercurial 
c ointment to kill the itch, who have afterwards fallen 
<« into this diſeaſe,” | 
It now remains that ſomething may b be ſaid of the 
cure of the rickets. mY | | 


I * Pe Rachitide, Cp, XVI, 5. 188. 
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T is beſt' cured by a light dry diet, not 
fat, of eaſy digeſtion, ſeaſoned with the 
mildeſt ſpices, given often, but always in a 
ſmall quantity: By generous liquors drank in 
moderation, either wine, or well brewed beer, 
not ſtale, but of the nature of Brunſwick 
mum: By a dry and warm air: By dry warm 
woollen clothing in preference to any other. 
By lying upon mattraſſes filled with aro- 
matic, ſtrengthening, drying herbs, placed 
upon a wooder! bedſtead in the higheſt and 
drieſt apartment of the houſe : By toſſing, 
ſhaking, ſwinging, dancing them, or by let- 
ting them ride in a coach up and down over 
the ſtones, to ſhake their bones and bowels, 
and thereby to ſtrengthen them : By repeated, 
hot, dry frictions with flannels, or fumigations 


'with the ſmoak of aromatic herbs principally 


applied to the abdomen and back-bone : By 
bliſtering them, ſometimes, and giving gentle 
but repeated vomits, though with due pru- 
dence : By purging them for ſome days ſuc- 
geſſively with rhubarb, or ſome other ſtoma- 
chic purge: Laſtly, By a long continued uſe 
of corroborant, drying, antiſcorbutic, and ex- 
bilerating medicines, It is a query, Whether 
the cold bath would not prove advantageous to 
them, and whether any good can be done with 
any kinds of liniments ? Hh. 


It 


11 
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It is manifeſt from what has been hitherto ſaid of 
the rickets, that the ſtructure of the ſolid parts of 
the body is very lax, and wants due elaſticity and 
ſtrength; whence almoſt all thoſe things which 
were adviſed before, in Sect. 28, for the cure of 
the ſolid fibres over-weakened and relaxed, are ge- 
nerally conducive to a cure here alſo ; except that 
for curing the rickets, rather drier food is uſually 
recommended, ſo that phyſicians adviſe ricketty pa- 
rients to refrain from the uſe of milk, panada, and 
broths, and adviſe in preference thereto a drier 
diet. | | 
By light dry food of eaſy digeſtion, &c.] Thoſe 
aliments which are eaſily digeſted, and have nothing 
glutinous in them, are made choice of, and thence 
are the more readily concocted by the force of the 
chylopoietic veſſels, and changed into good chyle, 
It was remarked, in Sect. 1486, No. 3, that the ap- 
petite and digeſtion remain unimpaired in this diſ- 
eaſe, which otherwiſe could not be ſo long endured. 
Let theſe aliments are given in a moderate quantity 
and often in the day, leſt a large quantity of chyle 
ſhould load the lungs, more or leſ preſſed on ac- 
count of the change in the cavity of the thorax. 
See Sect. 1487. Every thing that is fat is forbidden 
in the victuals of ricketty children, becauſe too 
great a ſoftneſs and debility of the ſolid parts already 
exiſt; and it is juſtly to be feared, that this kind 
of nouriſhment may degenerate, in debilitated habits, 
into a rancid acrimony, which is the worſt of all 
others. 

The aliments which particularly conduce to health 
in this diſeaſe are recited at this number in the Ma- 
teria Medica. 

Bread, well fermented and thoroughly baked, is 
principally recommended, for flour is of a remark- 
able clammy nature, which is corrected by ferment- 
ing the paſte or dough made of flour and water, 
and raiſing it into a greater maſs, before it is put 

| into 
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into the oven, and baked, into ' bread. Robuſt bo- 
dies, exerciſed by hard labour, can bear theſe lumps. 
of dough, made of flour and water, when made into 
puddings, or bread made without a previous fer- 
mentation; but weaker perſons, and thoſe who are 
obliged to get their living by ſedentary trades, mi- 
ſerably languiſh from ſuch, glutinous food. Bread 
thus well prepared and baked, is cut into thinner 
ſlices and again baked in the oven; from whence 
it is called. double- baked, or biſcuit- bread; which is 
then very dry, and may be preſerved a long time 
from contracting any. moiſture or mouldinets from, 
the humid air, when cloſely ſhut up in wooden caſks. 
It is known, that the moſt healthy food given to 
ſeamen on long voyages is biſcuit-bread. Ihe biſ- 
cuits for the ricketty ſhould be made of the pureſt 
wheat flour, with ſome. pleaſant. corroborant ſpices. 
or ſeeds. mixed with them, but in a ſparing quan- 
tity, that they may have a more pleaſant taſte, and 
excite. the languiſhing ſtrength by a gentle ſtimulus. 
Children, are fond of ſuch biſcuits on account of 
their, pleaſant taſte, for they are immediately pene- 
trated and ſoftened by the ſaliva, ſo that they ſeem as 
it were to melt entirely in the mouth, and thus af- 
ford a very uſeful nutriment, which is alſo very ſoon 
and eaſily digeſted by weak ſtomachs. Moreover, as 
the cutting of the teeth is often ſlow in this diſeaſe, 
and thoſe teeth which firſt appear become rotten and 
crumble to pieces; theſe thin biſcuits are therefore 
convenient for thoſe who want their teeth, becauſe 
they are immediately ſoftened in the mouth. It is 
hardly credible, how very beneficial, this bread is to 
the ricketty. I remember to have often ſeen the 
diſeaſe cured by this alone in its commencement: 
whence the Dutch bakers ſhops abound in a variety 
of theſe biſcuits, with which careful mothers com- 
monly indulge their darling children. | 
Lean fleſh meats of the animal claſs, particularly 
the younger ſorts, are allowed, but either roaſted or 

Yor, XVII. LEY broiled ; 
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boiled; the outſide brown or cruſt, produced by 
the force of the fire, together with ſome of the 
meat, dreſſed in its own juices, immediately beneath 
the outſide which prevents the exhalation of the 
finer particles, is taken off and minced with biſcuit 
ſeaſoned with a little ſalt and the mildeſt kind of 
ſpices; and thus a ſavoury meal is prepared which 
may alſo be profitable to thoſe who want their 
teeth. 13 K 
There are alſo ſome very pleaſant diſhes made of 
the products of ceres and raiſins boiled till ſoft in 
water, to which a little wine is afterwards added with 
ſome of the milder aromatics. | 
By little drink well brewed, &c.] Beer is prin- 
cipally recommended in this caſe as a very antient 
kind of drink : for various nations, to whom nature 
has denied the culture of the vine, have deviſed no 
unpleaſant potable liquors for themſelves by brew- 
ing of corn with water, that allurements to drunk- 
enneſs might no where ceaſe : whence the Egyptians, 
taught by Ofiris, made a drink of barley, of a fla- 
vour little inferior to wine, which they called S 
exe © wine of barky.”* But though a ſimilar 
drink may be made of wheat, and the other pro- 
ducts of Ceres, that name ſtill for a long time re- 
mained in uſe: hence it is uſually called beer and 
ale; a Cerere, id eſt fruge, vocata : eſt enim potio ex 
ſeminibus frumenti, vario modo parata : * So called 
from ceres, that is from corn, for this drink is 
made of the ſeeds of corn prepared in various 
« ways: whence it was alſo called the wine of 
Ceres all over the ſeptentrional parts of Europe: 
for provident nature, the culture of the vine ceaſing 
there, on account of the inclemency of the air, gave 
plenty of corn with a liberal hand to the inhabitants 
of thoſe countries; from whence they might not 
only furniſh themſelves with aliments in abundance, 
E | but 
»»Videatur de his Nonnius de re Cibaria, Lib. IV. Cap. 
| XVI. & XVII. i 5 
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but drink alſo, like wine, neither unwholeſome nor 
diſagreeable. Tacitus, treating of the manners of 
the Germans, teſtifies, that they had uſed this drink 
from the remoteſt ages. Potus humor ex hordeo, aut 
frumento, in quamdam ſimilitudinem vini corruptus © 
Their drink is the juice of barley, or corn, fer- 
« mented into a certain ſimilitude of wine.“ 
It is known, that all kinds of corn abound in ſuch 
a ſubſtance, that men, and the moſt part of animal: 
may be commodiouſly nouriſhed by it: but in al 
grain there is more or leſs clammineſs, which is di- 
vided and thinned by the fermentation excited in 
dough made of corn ; but when this corn is 1 
for making of beer, another artifice is uſed to correct 
that glutinous quality. ee, 
The barley is firſt ſteeped in water until it ſwells ; 
then a germ or ſprout: buds: out in every grain of it; 
when ſo germed, it is giried by the. help of fire in 
a kiln conſtructed for that uſe : this can be ſeldom 
accompliſhed without the aſſiſtance of fire, and in 
the ſummer months only, in the heat of the day ; 
it then is turned up often in the day upon a high 
boarded loft, that all the humidity left from the 
ſteeping may be evaporated, and the commenced 
- germination be ſtopped ; for if that ſhould proceed 
much farther, the germ of the plant quickly growing 
would conſume the nutritive part, which 1s contained 
in every ſingle grain of corn, and ought to enrich 
the beer brewed from it. It is a matter of great 
importance, in making malt, to obſerve nicely the 
time when the commenced germination. has ſuffici- 
ently attenuated the mealy part of the corn, that the 
germ which lurks in it may begin to be unfolded 
and grow ; yet the increaſe of the germ is not to 
be Alte longer by the heat and humidity, leſt the 
mealy part of the corn, on which the ſtrength of 
the beer depends, ſhould be too much conſumed; 
wherefore a farther germination is obſtructed by dry- 
ing the corn, Barley, wheat, and other kinds of 
L1z corn, 
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corn, uſed for making various kinds of beer or ale, 
No longer retain their names after they have under- 
gone this commenced germination, but are gene- 
rally called maltum; © malt.”  Atins * called it 
Bom; eft antem hordeum madeſadtum, deinde cum enatis 
ligults toftum + * but it is barley firſt moiſtened, and 
ee then roaſted. with its budding” blades :” hence the 
brewers. hire men well verſed in the art of making 
malt, and give them good ſalaries, unleſs they ra- 
ther cliooſe to attend this work themſelves. 1 
This malt is broken in a mill ſo as to produce a 
coarſe kind of meal, which is infuſed in ſcald- 
ing yet not boiling water; the liquor, ſtrongly 
impregnated with the ſubſtance of the malt, is at- 
terwards more or leſs boiled according as the beer 
is required to be ſtronger or weaker, which is drank 
at meals thus new, or after it has acquired from fer- 
mentation an inebriating power, and a ſpirituous fra- 
grance, when it ought to be ufed with, great cau- 
tion, for if drank to any excefs it brings on a more 
durable drunkenneſs than is obſerved” to proceed 
from wine. Pliny, aſtoniſned at this matter, ex- 
claimed, Heu mira viliorum ſolertia; inventum eſt, 
guomodo aqua inebriares : Alas, how wonderfully in- 
egenious is vice; a method has been diſcovered of 
« making men drunk with water! ” $454 
The kinds of beer or ate, recommended for the 
ricketty, are not fermented, but are exceedingly ſatu- 
rated with the nutritious ſubſtance of the corn, fo 
that they are deſervedly called potable meats, can 
hardly be brought to ferment on account of their 
great denfity, unleſs they are firſt diluted by a far- 
ther addition of water; for though in the prepara- 
tion of beer, as has been before ſaid, the malt is not 
boiled but infuſed in water ſcalding hot, and mixed 
therewith by perpetual agitation, that the ſubſtance of 
the corn may be diluted in the water, yet that infu- 
ſion is afterwards boiled when drawn off from the 
n e e ee Ft 
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grains, and is thickened at will; whence 1 price 
of ſuch beer riſes according to its degree of ſtrength 
and thickneſs. Such beer is excellent whilſt new, 
or wort ; for old beer after fermentation. becomes 
very clear, depoſits a fediment, and acquires a vinous 
fragrance ; but it is alſo rendered inebriating, and 
may be kept for many years. Brunſwick mum has 
obtained great fame amongſt the different forts. of 
beer uſeful in this caſe ; which is ſo thick, that it 
may be called a liquid extract of corn. But as a 
certain quantity of fluid is required to produce fer- 
mentation; hence mum, as it is highly ſaturated with 
the ſubſtance of corn, remains unchanged though car- 
ried to diſtant places. It is carried to the Eaſt In- 
dies ; and I have taſted it when brought back from 
thence, . and. found it {till unchanged. It is eaſily 
underſtood, that theſe kinds of beer. thus brewed 
are not fit to quench. thirſt, but they poſſeſs a re- 
markable ſtrenthening and nouriſping quality. One 
ounce of ſuch beer is uſually given, with the. biſ- 
cuit, before recommended, three times a day, with 
excellent effect, to perſons labouring under the rick- 
ets. The Engliſh or Dutch ſtrong-beers are not ſo 
thick as the Brunſwick mum, but have a more 
' pleaſant flavour; wherefore they are recommended 
in the Materia Medica in hot weather, when weak 
diluting liquors are. moſt grateful to every body, 
diluted with an equal quantity of Spa or fome 
other chalybeate water. It ſeldom happens, that 
young children are brought to the uſe of tuch drink; 
for beer mixed with water loſes much of its ſweernels, 
and ſtill more if vet. with medicinal waters. Wine 
and water mix together far better. An aſtringent 
but ripe mellow red 5 is preferable as a medicine, 
if taken with biſcuit. 
But Hippocras, the wine fo called, is prepared by 
infuſing four ounces of cinnamon, cut very fine but 
not pounded, in fix pounds of choice Rheniſh wine; 
let the ingredients ſtand in infuſion without heat in 
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a glaſs veſſel cloſe covered, for twenty-four hours, 
Having alſo added as much ſugar as will ſufficiently 
fweeten it; then the wine, thus rendered medicinal, 
is ſtrained through a flannel bag ſhaped like a cone, 
which by n is called Hippotrates's ſeeve, and 
kept in bottles well corked. e : 
Thus a moſt grateful remedy is prepared, which 
contains only the moſt ſubtil fragrance of the cin- 
namon ; let half an ounce of it only, with biſcuit, 
be given three or four times a dax. 
'* A fimilar kind of drink may alſo be made of 
other wines; inſtead of Rheniſh wine may be ſub- 
ſtituted red Florence, French claret, or the Greek 
black aſtringent wines; for ſuch wines contain a 
large quantity of ſpirit, and have a corroborant 
quality. * 2 MG P 
By a dry and warm air.] It was ſaid in Sect. 
1484, that infants which are expoſed to cold and 
moiſture are ſeized with the rickets, particularly if 
they are weakened by warm bathing, fomentations, 
or humid vapours. It has been manifeſted, in Sect. 
1488, that the proximate cauſe of this diſeaſe con- 
fifts in an mactive, ſlimy, cold cachochymy, con- 
ined with a looſe fabrick of the ſolids; from hence 
it ſpontaneouſly appears, that a dry and warm air 
is uſeful, becauſe it is oppoſite to the nature of the 
diſeaſe; yet great heat both enervates and weakens, 
as the moſt robuſt men experience; and if dryneſs 
is not at the ſame time alſo joined to a moderate 
heat of the air, it can be in no way whatever profit- 
able, for the relaxation of the ſolid parts is pro- 
mated by a moiſt warm air, and the diſeaſe ſuddenly 
increaſes. Thoſe who inhabit the ſea ſhores are 
taught by experience to baſk their ricketty children 
in the warm ſun, on the tops of ſandy hills, to their 
great advantage, particularly in the ſpring when the 
weather is ſerene. Buchner remarks, that a girl, 
A 3:4 Fe TL n 3 * e 
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who lived ricketty until the age of fourteen years, 
at laſt ſunk under this diſeaſe, after a long preceding 
ſouthern conſtitution of the air had increaſed all her 
evils. He obſerved in another ricketty child “, 
that its feet were more capable of doing their of- 
fice in ſummer than in winter, particularly when the 
weather was dry. But the diſeaſe ſo prevailed during 
a preceding continued ſouthern conſtitution of the air, 
that the child wholly loſt the ule of its feet : whence 
he ſeems, in his prognoſtics of this diſeaſe, to have 
laid it down as a certain axiom , that Auſtrina tem- 
peſtas Rachiticis mala; mala hyems. Coelum humidum 
Rachiticos facit: hinc & morbum auget: A ſouthern 
temperature of the air, and the winter ſeaſon, are 
“ prejudicial to ricketty perſons. Wet weather 
* makes children ricketty, and hence alſo it may in- 
creaſe the diſeaſe.“ 

By warm dry cloathing, &c.] This precept is of 
great importance; and if obſerved is remarkably ſer- 
viceable in the cure of ricketty children. For unleſs 
their cloaths are dry, when warmed by the heat of the 
body they emit a humid vapour, which moiſtening, 
further enfeebles the already too flaccid parts: hence 
I have always adviſed, that the cloaths when taken 
off, ſhould be carefully dried and fumigated with 
olibanum, and maſtic, before they were again put on : 
the ſame is alſo to be obſerved in regard to the bed 
clothes. Flannel ſhirts or ſhifts are preterable to 
thoſe made of linen; for linen ſtrikes in the trick- 
ling moiſture : hence it certainly heats the body, but 
with a humid heat, on account of the cutaneous ex- 
halation ſtruck back; which, when copious, pene- 
trates the linen ſhirt and wets all the body. Flan- 
nel 1s bibulous, and the thicker the flannel the more 
moiſture it retains before it feels moiſt to the touch: 
hence flannel is to be carefully dried before it is 

LL: __ afreſh 


* Diſputat, ad morb. hiſtor. opera Haller, Tom, VI. p. 284. 
+ Ibidem, p. 288. . 
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afreſh put on: but as the ſuperficies of flannel is 
rougher than that of linen, a kind of friction is 
cauſed by the motion of the body, if it touches it 
when naked, which is remarkably uſeful, as will 
3 HTO, ole apc; 
By lying upon mattreſſes filled with aromatic 
herbs, 5 As ricketty children often have the 
thorax preſſed to the ſides, and raiſed up into a ſharp 
ridge at the ſternum, hence the lungs are difficultly 
expanded by the air inſpired, and reſpiration is com- 
monly difficult, particularly when the diſeaſe is in an 
advanced ſtate; whence theſe miſerable creatures 
cannot without inconvenience lie upon beds and pil- 
lows ſtuffed with feathers; but as almoſt every 
where F ene ions v3 


* 


NMeglectis urenda filix innaſcitur agris: 
F 1 * 5 3» 4 '_ 6p, 
Fern grows for fewel in neglected fields.” 


Hence the poorer people uſually gather the leaves 
of fern, or buy them at a very low price, to ſtuff. 
beds and pillows with for their ricketty children, 
and the leaves are often uſed alone, which being 
of a firm texture, do not eaſily unite into greater 
maſſes by the preſſing weight of the patient's body, 
particularly when firſt thoroughly dried in the ſhade : 
whence they are recommended as very fit for this 
uſe. » TEST VOTE n enn If ati; a. 4 
A defeription is given in the Materia Medica, of 
the manner of making ſuch beds and bolſters of the 
3 fern, and other grateful aromatic plants, 

hich are ordered to be beaten into powder. Perhaps 
if the added plants were cut ſmall with a pair of 
ſciffars, they would be more uſeful, for the powder 
eaſily ctogs together into ſmall lumps from the humi- 
dity of the incumbent bedy, which gives uneaſineſs 
to the patient, and the fragrance of the aromatic 
38255 is fooner loſt when ground into fme powder, 

..... ͤ„ÄT WE fel elpe- 


11 
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eſpecially as ſuch little beds muſt be often dried. 
But as too great a fragance might incommode the 
patient, double the weight of all the herbs together 
15 to be added of the chaff of barley, 8 7 
When the children are capable of being taken 
out of bed every day, and of fitting up in their lit- 
tle chairs, theſe beds may in the mean time be dai) 
dried; but if they are perpetually obliged to lie 
down, it is uſeful to have two ſuch beds, on which 
they may alternately lie, that each of them may be 
dried. WT | , 
In the higheſt apartment of the houſe upon a 
wooden bedſtead.] We all paſs the greateft part of 
our lives in thoſe places where we ſleep, and as a 
dry and warm air is of ſervice to the ricketty, hence 
it is proper for them to-ſleep in the higheſt room in 
the houſe, for the lower apartments are always more 
or leſs humid. In ſummer time, when the {tun ſets, 
and even ſooner, a moiſt de is obſerved upon the 
earth, which ſometimes ' aſcends to the height of 
fix or eight feet, and renders the lower parts of 
houſes very damp ; ſo that 1 have often ſeen the 
corners and floors of parlours, if of wood, beſet 
with mouldineſs and toadſtools, and rotting from ſuch 
- moiſture. - Such air very ſeverely injures | thoſe who 
are ill of this diſeaſe ; whence appears the neceſſity of 
their living, or at leaſt ſleeping in the upper apart- 
ments of houſes. Let theſe little bedſteads be made 
of wood, and high, and let the walls be wainſcoted, 
if the parents are able to be at that expence; the 
boards uſed for this purpoſe ought to be perfectly 
dry, nor ſhould they he painted or varniſhed ; for 
it is obſerved, that wood attracts a moiſture from 
the air, and indeed with great power; whence if it 
cannot be diſtended with freedom in its whole di- 
menſions it often ſplits with a great noiſe ; but when 
wood is covered with oil colours or varniſh, then it 
Do more abſorbs the water, which in wet weather 


— 
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— down in ſtreams along the ſuperficies of the 
wood. | | 

By being carried, toſſed about, ſwinging, &c.] It 
was before ſaid, in $. 28. 2, how profitable bodily ex- 
erciſe is in the cure of weak and lax fibres. But every 
thing there recommended cannot take place in the cure 
of the rickets; for the muſcular force gradually fails 
in this diſeaſe, and all the joints at laſt become in- 
capable of motion in every reſpect; ſo that the poor 
wretches, to experience the benefit of motion, re- 
quire the aſſiſtance of others, whereby they acquire 
almoſt all the fruits of muſcular motion without the 
expence of their own forces. 

It is readily underſtood, that in this caſe theſe 
motions are to be at firſt gentle, and ſhould gra- 
dually become more violent. 

Carriage is reckoned by Mercurialis * amongſt the 
moſt delightful and gentleſt exerciſes, and propterea 
non ſolum ſanis & valetudinariis, verum etiam longis, 
ac inclinatis, morbis, & denique iis, quibus lentæ mor- 
borum religuiæ remanent, nec aliter eliduntur, accom- 
modate ſunt : therefore it is not only proper for 
« the healthy and valetudinarians, but alſo in long 
* and declining diſeaſes, and finally to thoſe in 
whom ſome imall relicts of diſeaſes remain, nor 
are they otherwiſe ſhifted off,” Aretæus + recom- 
mends carriage for perſons ſubject to the cholic, but 
he orders it to be done in places where laurel, myr- 
tle, and thyme grow; and, according to Petit's 
correction , who would have the Greek word ver: 
to be changed into the genitive plural rod, be- 
cauſe that the fragrance, namely of theſe ſweet 
herbs, has a certain power of cauſing good digeſtion. 
Certainly carriage in thoſe places where ſuch plants 
grow may take place in the cure of the ricketty, as 
K ma”; en ü they 


De Arte Gymnaſtica, Lib. VI. Cap. IX. p. 372 
I De curatione morbor, diuturnor, Lib. I. Cap. VII. p. 133. 
T Ibidem, p. 294. 8 a 
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they for the ſame purpoſe are ordered to lie on beds 
ſtuffed with aromatic plants, as was before ſaid. 
Young children may indeed be carried in the 
nurſe's or maid's arms, but the great ſoftneſs of the 
bones requires great caution here; for whilſt theſe 
ſick children fit on the arm, theſe women uſually ſup- 
port them with one hand reſted on the thorax, as their 
own bodies cannot ſuſtain them; whence there is danger 
of changing the figure of the thorax. Moreover when 
they fit long on the ſame arm when carried, the 
vertebres begin to turn toward one ſide ; hence it is 
far ſafer to carry them lying in bed, which, as is 
well known, may be done various ways. The chil- 
dren of the rich may be carried in an open litter 
drawn by mules; the common people uſe little 
carts for the ſame purpoſe, in which ricketty chil- 
dren lie very commodiouſly, and which are drawn 
by women. Sailing may allo be referred to this head, 
when the weather is dry and warm; as alſo hanging 
beds, ſuch are cradles ſupported on poſts in ſuch a 
manner as not to touch the ground, which may be 
rocked by the application of a very {light force with- 
out making a noiſe. Nay the common cradles, fixed 
upon two circular ſegments. or wooden rollers, an- 
. ſwer the ſame end, except that they are rocked upon 
the ground, and ſometimes hinder children from 
ſleeping by the noiſe they make when rocked. But 
all theſe motions ought to be gently begun, and 
then gradually but prudently augmented. I have 
often ſcen a vertigo ariſe from a too violent rocking 
of a cradle, and then a nauſea and vomiting. Thus 
people unuſed to the ſea on board of ſhips are in- 
clined to a vomiting. | 
Swinging is deſervedly to be recommended. Mer- 
curialis thinks * this kind of exerciſe was called 
Oſcellæ by the antients. Aſere funibus quatuor ad la- 
quearia ſuſpenſo, & ibi ſedentibus pueris aut puellis 
2 acrem jactatis: * which were ſuſpended by four 


4 f cc ropes 
De Arte Gymnaſtics, Lib, III. Cap. VIII. p. 215. 
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4 ropes. to the rafters or joiſts: of a houſe, with boys 
or girls fitting therein, who were toſſed backward 
& and forward in the air.“ A lack rope is in like 
manner uſually faſtened to two trees ſomewhat cloſe 
to each other, and children are ſeated in the middle 
of it, hanging looſe, and then are toſſed in the air 
by their playfellows. The following effects are to 
be expected from all theſe kinds of exercifes ; namely, 
that the abdominal viſcera, agitated by theſe. con- 
cuſſions, will be fortified, and all indurations and 
concretions be diſſolved; that the dregs remaining 
from the ultimate digeſtion, will be cleanfed out of 
the firſt paſſages, as the inflated inteſtines ſeem to 
act leſs than they naturally ought upon the aliments 
taken by the ricketty ; finally, that the impetus and 
efficacy of the air will be increaſed in the lungs ; 
and that the ambient atmoſphere, quickly rarified by 
the heat of the body, will be conſtantly renewed. 
Concuſſions of this kind are not to be attempted 
upon thele tender young bodies but with great cau- 
rion, and 8 5 they never take place unleſs in 
the beginning of the diſeaſe, when the bones have 
not yet loſt their firmneſs, or towards the end of the 
cure, when they again recover the greateſt part of 
their loſt ſtrength. The hiſtory of the diſeaſe has 
taught, that the bones are ſo weakened, that they 
may be broken by even the leaſt force; for they are 
inclined to a caries, and a ſpina ventoſa. And 
though there ſhould be no danger of a fracture, 
yet the bones might yield to the concuſſions, 
and become miſhapen ; from whence many and 
very grievous diſorders might happen; but it 5. 
pears from the ultimate prognoſtic laid down 

. Glifſen, * which was quoted before in Sect. 1487, 
that concuſſions have been tried in curing the rick- 
ets; for he ſays: Qui facilius tolerant omnimodam 
jacfationem corporis, ceteris paribus, facilius curantur: 
* Thoſe who with eafe bear every kind of toſſing, 
l Scæleris 
J Ne Rachitide, Cap. XXIII. p. 290. , 
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« ceteris paribus, are the more eaſily cured.“ I 
readily acknowledge that this is a good ſign, but 
the large head ſpontancouſly nods. on every ſide; 
the liver, increaſcd in bulk, ſticks out beyond the 
edge of the ribs; and the breaſt, obſtructed by a 
difficult reſpiration, is ſeldom unoppreſſed in this diſ- 
eaſe when in an advanced ſtate. Is it ſafe, to ſhake 
ſuch bodies? I would adviſe, that theſe miſerable 

little creatures ſhould be gently carried in an . eaſy 
coach hung on ſprings ;- but I would have carriage 
in a little cart along the ſtreet rather refrained from, 
for reaſons before mentioned. | 

By much hot friction, &c. ] All phyſicians 
who have frequently ſeen this diſeaſe know how 
much benefit may be expected from frictions. A, 
clepiades, as every body knows, formed the moſt 
ſanguine expectations from frictions in the cure of 
diſeaſes. But, as Celſus excellently ſays , that 
author dilcovered nothing but what was compre- 
hended in theſe few words by that moſt antient au- 
thor, Hippocrates. Friftione, fi vebemens fit, durari 


corpus; fi lenis, molliri; fi multa, minui; fi modica, 


impleri : ſequitur ergo, ut tum utendum fit, cum aut 
adſtringendum corpus ſit, quod fluens eſt ; aut mollien- 
dum, quod induruit; aut digerendum in eo, cui copia 

nocet; aut alendum id, quod tenue & infirmum eſt: 
Friction, if violent, hardens the body; if gentle, 
& ſoftens it; if plentiful, extenuates; if moderate, 
« increaſes its bulk: from whence it follows, that 
« it is to be made uſe of, when a lax body re- 


c * to be braced; or to ſoften one that is in- 
% durated; or to diſſipate where the fulneſs is 


«< hurtful ; or to nouriſh that which is weak and in- 
4 firm.” Therefore let the abdomen be rubbed in 


the morning, when the ſtomach is empty, with a 


flannel impregnated with the vapour of gum benjamin, 

ember, olibanum, and ſuch like aromaties, which 

may be kept for this purpoſe. Such a fumigation 

ry | | ö 
* Lib, II. Cap. XIV. p. 8% _ | 


; * 


| 
| 
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may be ſeen in the Materia Medica. But as it ap- 
peared from the hiſtory of the diſeaſe, that the liver 
is increaſed in bulk ſo as to project beyond the edge 
of the ribs, mild frictions only can be applied to the 
abdomen, left any injury ſhould be done to the 
liver. Moreover the inteſtines, ſwelled with wind, 
are gently preſſed by this friction, and thus an ac- 
cumulation of any peccant matter in theſe cavities is 
guarded againſt. 
But as the head is generally larger than natural in 
ricketty children, let light frictions be alſo applied 
thereto, but with great caution, as the ſutures of the 
ſkull are very diſtant from each other, and may be 
preſſed together by ſtrong friction, and thus the 
tunctions of the brain be diſturbed. | 
Friction of the whole length of the back-bone is 
very profitable, yet it muſt be only a moderate one, 
for we always ought to be mindful that the bones 
of the body are foftened by this diſeaſe, ſo that they 
eaſily loſe their natural figure, when roughly han- 
dled : the ſame gentle manner is alſo to be obſerved 
when we try to gradually ſtrengthen the muſcular 
Deſh of the ſuperior and inferior limbs. When the 
diſeaſe begins to verge to a better ſtate, the ſtrength 
of the frictions may be gradually augmented : whence 
Celſus “ alſo ſays concerning theſe Fidtions ; At, ubi 
totius corporis imbecillitas banc curationem per totum id 
_ exigit, brevior eſſe deber & lenior, ut tantummodo ſum- 
mam cutem emolliat, quo facilius capax ex recenti cibo 
move materiæ fiat : © But where a weakneſs of the 
% whole body requires friction all over, it ought to 
« be ſhorter and more mild; ſo as only to ſoften 
« the ſurface of the ſkin, to render it more apt to 
4 receive new matter from freſh nouriſhment.“ For 
though Celſus repoſed great hopes in frictions, yet 
de plainly underſtood, that ſome obſtacles which di- 
fund health might indeed be removed by them, but 
nothing was added to the body by frictions, mw 
er 
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ther ſomething loft:* . Nam & adſtringitur aliquid, eo 
dempto, quod interpoſitum, ut id laxaretur,  effecerat : 
& mollitur, eo detracto, quod duritiem creabat : & 
impletur, non ipſa frictione, ſed eo cibo, qui poſtea 
uſque ad cutim, digeſtione quadam relaxatam, penetrat: 
For a part will be bound when that thing is taken 
% away, the intervention of which had cauſed it to 
be lax; and another is ſoftened by removing that 
& which occaſioned the hardneſs; and the body is 
« filled not by the friction '1tſelf, but by that food 
« which afterwards makes its way to the ſkin relaxed 
by a kind of digeſtion.” 

Sometimes by a repeated application of cantha- 
rides.] The head is of too great bulk in ricketty 
children z whence thoſe who formerly undertook the 
cure of this diſeaſe, attempted to diminiſh its ſize, 
and indeed by various methods. Gliſſon & mentions, 
that the Engliſh quacks, who treated this diſeaſe, 
ſcarrified the ears, and hardly hoped for a ſucceſsful 
cure without this method. They for the moſt part 
applied this ſcarrification twice or thrice, and that 
too in the concha of the ear, but they ſeldom uſed 
a lancet, or ſharp knife, but did it with a blunt one, 
regardleſs of the child's cries. Some alſo ordered 
- the blood of the right ear, received in wool, to be 
tied to the left hypochondre, and that of the left ear 
to the right hypochondre. Gliſſon confeſſes, that this 
kind of remedy may not indeed be contemptible, 
viderit tamen, abſque illius uſu nonnullos pueros ſanatos, 
« yet he had ſeen ſome children cured without that 
practice. To the beſt of my knowledge, ſcar- 
rification is at preſent aboliſhed ; nor have I ever 
ſeen it tried. nay 
Gliſſon ſeems to have expected more benefit from 
iſſues; and he ſays, Hoc ſolo fere præſidio nonnullos 

Hos liberatos fuiſſe novimus : We have ſeen ſome 
* children freed by almoſt this aid alone.” For he 
'® Lib. II. Cap. XIV. p. 88. | 
FJ. be Ravhitids, Cap, XXIX. pag. 339, & ſeg. 
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believed that it was a powerful remedy, if the iflue 
was cut between the ſecond and third joint of the 
neck 3 from which he hoped, that the enormous 
magnitude of the head would be diminiſhed, the ſu- 
perfluous ſerum be evacuated, the over- great aug- 
mentation of the bones be obſtructed, and the too 
great humidity of the ſpinal marrow, which he 
apprehended, be dried away. But yet as rick- 
etty chi dren uſually have very weak flexible necks, 
and nodding heads, ſuch an iſſue cannot without dif- 
ficulty;be dreſſed, nor does it cauſe very little pain: 
from whence he concludes, Fonticulum non præſcri- 
beridum, niſi ea morbi magnitudo fit, ut eam aliis re- 
mediis abſgue boc ſatis domari poſſe. vix ſperemus : 
% That an iſſue is not to be preſcribed, unleſs the 
<« diſeaſe has taken ſuch deep root that we can hardly 
&, hope to ſubdue it by other remedies. I candidly 
confeſs, that I have never adviſed an iſſue to be cut for 
ricketty children, and yet a cure has been effected, if 
the diſeaſe was {till curable. dr Ber £2.) 

As an inability of moving the limbs uſually comes 
on, particularly when the rickets has been of long 
continuance, as was ſaid concerning the cure of the 
palſy, in Sect. 1069. and that bliſters have been re- 
commended. as an effectual remedy for exciting mo- 
tion in paralytic muſcles: it is therefore no wonder, 
that cantharides have been alſo recommended by 
ſome for the cure of the rickets. It was there ſaid, 

that the bliſters are to be applied to paralytic perſons 
upon that place of the back - bone which is juſt above 
the affected part; if the perſon labours under an he- 

miplegia, the bliſter ſhould be applied to the nape 


1 


of the neck; if one of the inferior extremities is 
paralytic, cantharides ſhould rather be applied to 
the vertebres of the loins: whence in ricketty chil- 
dren, in whom all the muſcles of the limbs languiſh, 
the bliſter ſnould be applied to the nape of the 
neck; which, for the reaſons above mentioned, can- 
not be done without trouble, and ſometimes cauſes 
grear 
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great pain. But we are certain, that motion will 
return to the muſcles in the cure of this ,diſeale, if 
we can by art bring back the plumpneſs which theſe 
muſcles have loſt by the diſeaſe : nor does this ap- 
pear poſſible to be expected from the evacuation of - 
the lymph which flows from the veſicles; raiſed, by 
the bliſter, when they break. G/ſon ,* conteſſes, 
that he had not as yet fully experienced the, uſe. of 
bliſters in curing this diſeaſe, yer he conjectures, that 
they ſometimes may be uſefully employed.. ; - 

But he remarks, that ſome one of the phyſicians, 
who with him enquired into the nature of the rickets, 
had preſcribed, amongſt other remedies, a bliſter to 
be applied to the vertebres of the neck of a. child, 
two years old, affected with this diſeaſe; who alſo 
fell into a continual fever, by which it almoſt be- 
came delirious; but received manifeſt relief from this. 
remedy ; and was afterwards in a few days freed 
from the fever. Being ' afterwards twice or thrice: 
purged with an infuſion of rhubarb, he alſo, beyond 
expectation, got tid of the rickets almoſt without 
any.other eds. . 

Let this happy ſucceſs did not induce Ghjſon to 
think more favourably of bliſters: + for of tuch a 
. remedy, vis ſubito exeritur; & mom paulatim exhauſta 

et; quod non tſquequaque Chronico morbo quaurut: 
the power; is ſuddenly exerted, and quickly ex- 
t hauſted by degrees; wherefore it ſquares not 
t every way with a chronic diſeaſe.” Waäence he 
finally thus concludes : Quocirca, vis. inedicamenti 
wveſicatorii applicationem, in hoc curanto morbo; ad- 
mittimus, niſi acutus una complicetur , morbus, qui ſus 
rauſa hoc remeiii genus exigat : ** Wherefore we 
& hardly admit of it in the cure of this difſeate; un- 
& Jeſs an acute diſeaſe is complicated with it whiah 
40 requires this temedy upon its own account.“ 


Vor. XVII. N m By 
be bes xx18. p. 446 


Ididem, p. 348. 
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By mild vomits, ſometimes prudently repeated.] 
Namely, If the ſymptoms ſhew that the ſtomach 
and other abdominal viſcera are ſo loaded with bi- 
lious, phlegmatic, or other filthy matter, that they 
cannot properly execute their functions. It cannot 
indeed be denied, but that this may happen in the 
rickets; yet a vomit is not always neceſſary in the 
cure of the rickets : but indeed (fee Sect. 1485, 6.) 
the abdomen is for the moſt part more ſwelled than 
natural in this diſeaſe, though the patients are ra- 
ther lean; ſo that it may be believed, that the ſto- 
mach and infarcted viſcera have need of ſuch an 
evacuation. But it was ſaid, in the ſame ſection, 
that the liver in ricketty children is very large, and 
fometimes the ſpleen alſo, though theſe ſame viſcera. 
are.well coloured, and appear found and no ways 
indurated, or have any apparent defect; but the in- 
teſtines are often found diſtended by wind after 
death, as well as in the living patient: from all which 
circumftances, it plainly appears, why the abdomen 
is found ſometimes prominent and ſwelled in ricketty 
children. ; 5 | | 
Therefore it cannot poſſibly be concluded, that 
vomits are always needful, becauſe the ſtomach is 
not always foul; nay often, as was ſaid in Sect. 
1486, 3. appetitus & digeſtis fere illæſa: © the ap- 
«*« petite and digeſtion are very little hurt.“ Bur 
as the increaſed liver is in the ricketty often obſerved 
to project beyond the xibs, would it be ever ſafe to 
expoſe this viſcus to the violent concuſſions of the 
diaphragm and abdominal muſcles? The liver is 
naturally ſafely defended by the incumbent ribs; 
hence a prudent uſe of mild vomits only is recom- 

mended when needful. | | 
Hence the compoſition of a vomit may be. ſeen 
in the Materia Medica, at this number, prepared of 
twenty grains of Ipecacuanha, by infuſing them for 
a whole night in one ounce of wine, which, when 
ſtrained off and ſweetened with ſugar, may be- taken 
| X * 
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in the morning. This produces a very gentle vo- 
mit; and if it is to be taken by young patients, the 
quantity of the Ipecacuanha may be ſafely much di- 
miniſhed, and the effect ſtill remain. That famous 
phyſician Samuel Pye * ſays, that Sydenham, in whoſe 
time Ipecacuanha was not yet known, uſed an anti- 
monial vomit, namely, vinum benedictum; but he 
{ſeldom ventured to preſcribe it for infants, as the 
body would be too violently diſturbed by it, though 
he certainly knew, that they ſtood in need of an 
emetic. Though Ipecacuanha is by far milder than 
antimonial emetics, yet he had known twenty grains 
of this root operate very violently. That famous 
phyſician gave two grains of Ipecacuanha to a wo- 
man forty years of age, who wanted an emetic, and 
that ſmall quantity cauſed her to vomit freely twice, 
and gave her great eaſe. He afterwards faw the 
like effects produced by the ſame ſmall doſe in many 
more adult and young perſons; nay, half a grain 
has proved ſerviceable to new-born and young in- 
fants ; he drew up, and cauſed to be printed; a 
regular table containing the names, ages, and num- 
ber of vomitings of thoſe who took this ſmall doſe 
of Ipecaeuanha; therefore, ſuch-like emetics may 
be attempted, if the ſymptoms indicate their uſe. _ 
I beheve that every prudent phyfician will more 
readily follow this method, than raſhly venture up- 
on rough medicines at ſo tender an age. Buchner + 
gave large doſes of rezin of ſeammony, emetic tartar, 
and golden ſulphur of antimony; to a ricketty child 
of a year and a half old; but all in vain : tandem, 
amplo cingulo mercuriali, cum ſpiritu vini ſe#pius fri- 
cata ſpina dorſi, & tinfura veneris Helvetii, que vi- 
triolum cyprium ſpiritu vini ſolutum continet, ita data, 
tit vomituritndi quidem conatus; raros tamen vomitus, 
cieret, & appetitum plant proſterneret, in integrum re- 
ſtituit! furibundam praxim: At laſt by a large 
| m 2 * mercurial 
* Medical Obſervat. and Inquiries, Tom. I. p. 240, & ſeq. _ 
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& mercurial girdle, frequent friction of the back- 
* bone with ſpirit of wine, and Helvetius's tinc- 
* ture of copper, which is prepared by diſſolving 
« Cyprian vitriol in ſpirit of wine, given in ſmall 
&* doſes, and at ſuch intervals of time as to excite 
s violent nauſeas, but ſeldom fits of vomiting,” and 
* wholly to take away the appetite, he entirely cured 
* the patient. A mad raſh practice]! He excuſes 
this ralhneſs, becauſe he believed the diſeaſe to be ſo 
deſperate, that it required deſperate remedies. But 
he alſo adds: Id adbuc notabis, etfi doſeos tartari 
emetici & vitrioli venerei oblitus ſim, me tamen obſtu- 
puiſſe, ad excitandam nauſeam & inappetentiam ea co- 
pia opus fuiſſe; non propterea, quod ſtupido draſtica 
convenire, ex dogmatibus veterum ignorarem, ſed quod 
eam vim requiri, non augurarer: You will ſtill re- 
e mark, that though I have forgot the doſes of 
« tartar emetic and Cyprian vitriol, I was aſto- 
« miſhed that there was need of ſuch; a quantity to 
« cauſe a nauſea, and a want of appetite ; not 
that I was ignorant that ſuch draſtic remedies, 
« agreeable to the received opinions of the antients, 
« were ſuited but to fools and mad men, but that 
I ſhould not forefee that ſuch a large doſe was 
« required.” It appears very likely, that a child 
who was able to ſuffer ſo much might have been 
cured by a milder method. | 

By purges, .and then corroborants, ſucceſſively 
taken tor ſome time.] It was before demonſtrated, 
in Sect. 1480, and in 1484, that the rickets is a diſ- 
eaſe diſtinct from the tumour and hardneſs. of 
the abdomen, obſerved in young children after ha- 
ving ſuffered by long autumnal fevers. It was then 
proved from Sydenham's own words, that he fre- 
quently tried to diſſolve the tumour in the left ſide 
of the abdomen, in young children, by repeated 
purges; but adviſes purges to be given only once or 
twice in che cure of the rickets, as he had known 


many 
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many children die in conſequence of purges repeated 
oftener. = | | X 
Whence there is likewiſe no compoſition of a pur- 
ging remedy, to be taken at one ſingle doſe, inſerted 
in the Materia Medica at this number; but rhubarb 
with yellow myrobalans, and a ſmall quantity of 
troches of agaric, are infuled cold in the common 
drink of children only: for it for the moſt part ſue- 
ceeds very happily in young children, if their com- 
mon drmk is rendered medicinal; they in the be- 
ginning indeed take them with ſome difficulty ; but 
if no other drink is given to them when thirſty, they 
become reconciled to it ſooner than can be imagined 
nay, I have often known them reject pure beer after 
they had no more need of medicated drink. : 
Let ſtrong beer, ſuch as was before recommended, 
be uſed for this purpoſe. After the beer has been 
digeſted with theſe purging ingredients cold, during 
twenty four hours, it is fit for uſe ; hence the belly 
is ſometimes purged in the beginning, but as there 

is no intention of ſuddenly emptying the body, if 
it is obſerved that the body is rendered too laxative, ” 
the cathartic quality of the drink 1s weakened by 
diluting it with an equal quantity or more of pure 
beer, until the flux of the belly is rendered very mo- 
derate ; for as the liver is always of a greater bulk 
than natural, an evacuation of the belly, no way de- 

bilitating, will be ſufficient. | 
This effect will be very commodiouſly obtained, 
if the bottle in which the cathartic ingredients are 
contained is filled up with treſh beer every evening; 
for ſo the efficacy of theſe cathartics will be daily 
more and more diluted, as they are not uſually re- 
newed : this conveniency allo attends it, that the 
unpleaſant flavor of the medicine is daily rendered 
more palatable ; and, when the force of the rhubarb 
and myrobalans is exhauſted, there only remains a 
corroborant and aſtringent virtue, which, together 
Mm 3 with 
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with the ſtrong beer, is of great ſervice in the cure 
of the rickets. | hs 
When water is uſed for common drink, this can 
be but very difficultly attempted ; becauſe water, 
naturally inſipid and inodorous, is very unpleaſant 
when impregnated with the flavour of purging re- 
medies; -Wherefore I have left the purity of water 
unviolated, and I have cauſed the purging ingredi- 
ents to be infuſed in pure new hydromel, together 
with a ſmall quantity of cinnamon, and have pre- 
{cribed a ſpoonful, or more or leſs, of this infuſion, 
according to the patient's age, morning and evening. 
Einally, by a long continued uſe, &c.] The ta- 
bric of all the ſolid parts is lax; the nature of the 
humours, inactive, ſlimy, cold, and vapid; the 
membranes, veſſels, and viſcera, are ſoft and flac- 
cid; the very bones have not their due conſiſtency ; 
all the methods and medigines hitherto recommended 
conduce to a change and amendment of theſe morbid 
qualities of the ſolid and fluid parts of the body. _ 
Various ſimples, ſuch as may be alſo ſeen in Sect. 
28, 4, are recited in the Materia Medica, at this 
number, for the aboye purpoſe; all which may be 
tried in different forms. A medicinal drink, for 
common uſe, may be conveniently made of ſome of 
_ theſe. There are preſcriptions in the Materia Me- 
Alica, after which many other like compoſitions 
may be formed. A medicinal wine, to which mild 
and corroborant aromatics, and the filings of iron, 
are added, is prepared thus: let half an ounce of 
the above ingredients be infuſed without heat in 


* 


eight pints of wine; an ounce of ſuch wine may be 
given three times a day with ſucceſs; and I have 
dinge infuſed cinnamon in hydromel, together 
with à {mall quantity of the filings of iron, and 
have given'a ſpoonful of this infuſion once or twice 
day, ſtil} augmenting the quantity for children of a 
more adult age, FFC 290 Se a8 | 9 
3 N | | Buy 
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But as young children often reject theſe remedies, 
phyſicians are obliged to adminiſter ſuch as contain 
reat efficacy in a ſmall bulk. The remedy de- 
Eribed by Boyle, called Ens Veneris, was much re- 
nowned,* which that author recommended as a ſpe- 
cific againſt the rickets, as already ultra centum in- 
fantes, malo boc ad conditionem uſque deſperatam labo- 
rantes, ſanati hoc fuiſſent, * more than a hundred 
e infants labouring under this diſorder, divers of 
« whom were looked upon to be in a moſt deſperate 
« condition, were cured by this remedy.” Nor did 
this remedy diſturb theſe tender bodies in any man- 
ner, as he only gave two or three grains of it at a 
dole ; yet it may be taken in quibuſdam tamen cor- 
poribus abſque periculo ad viginti vel triginta : “ by 
ſome conſtitutions to the amount of twenty or 
thirty grains, without the leaſt danger, in any di- 
<< {tilled water, ſmall beer, or other convenient ve- 
% hicle whatſoever.” It works when it cauſes a ſen- 
ſible operation by ſweat, and partly by urine; and 
whenever it produces theſe effects, it is a certain ſpe- 
cific againſt the Engliſh rickets. -_- 
This remedy has retained its fame in Italy, and the 
celebrated Antonius Benevoli + teſtifies to have ſeen 
the moſt happy ſucceſs from it in a noble family, in 
which four boys had died of the rickets, juſt as they 
arrived at the age of two years; a fifth ſon, of the 
age of eleventh months, whoſe ſymptoms he enu- 
merates, moſt certainly laboured under the ſame dif. 
eaſe. A Genoeſe phyſician paſſing through -Flo- 
rence, being invited by Benevoli, adviſed the uſe of 
Boyle's Ens Veneris; which he believed to be a re- 
medy compoled of ſal armoniac, and Cyprian vitriol, 
ſublimed together. As this remedy was not ſold in 
Florence, he ſent for it fom Genoa, and he gave 


M m 4 | two 


* Robert. Boyle conſiderat. circa util, philoſ. natur. exper. 
Exerc. V. Cap. VI. p. 234. 

+ Diſſertaziom- & Oſſervazioni: tre delle quali ſulla Ra- 
Chitide, &c. p. 229. | . 


536 The Rick ETS. Set. 1489. 
two grains of it every day to his patient; after ſome 
weeks he gave three grains of it every day; and he 
went on in this manner for two months with ſome 
abatement of the diforder. But as he believed it 
uſeful to intermit the uſe of Ens Veneris now and 
then for ſome days, and then to begin it again, that 
was alſo tried; but the complaints — : after 
eight or ten days, a bloody diarrhœa alſo came on, 
fromi which the patient went to ſtool fifteen or twenty 
times a day, and which was attended with à fever, 
little urine, and an emaciation of the whole body: 
then the Eus Veneris was again given; but as a dropſy 
EIſo accompanied theſe - diforders, the uſe of iron 
ſeemed neceſſary to be tried, though it had been 
fruitleſsly applied to one of the brothers who died. 
Hence four grains of croc. martis aperient. were given 
in the morning, and three grains of Ens Veneris in 
the evening; but the crocus martis was not long gi- 
ven before a hemorrhage from the noſtrils entued, 
which one evening remarkably increaſed with an in- 
flammation of the face, and a ſtrong delirium : from 
whence the cure was tried with Ens Veneris alone: 
Yet glyſters compoſed of water impregnated with 
iron, and im which red roſes were boiled, or in which 
an egg Was diluted, were given to ſtop the flux. As 
the flux was increaſed by the uſe of fleſh meats, he 
was nouriſhed with boiled bread, wich an egg now 
and then added to it: he was covered with à flan- 
nel irt. He remained in this Janguiſhing ſtate 
until the nineteenth mont n. 
In ſome months after the child had attained two 
years of age, all his complaints in the ſpace of a few 
days tuddenly grew worſe; his gums became black 
and putrid, ſivid ou covered various' parts of his 
body, and his weakneſs was ſo excefhive that he ap- 


peared at death's door. He was oppreſſed with ex- 
treme emaciation, weakneſs, and a diarrhœa; a de- 
coction of the roots of farſaparilla, to which ſome 
ie of {curvy graſs and y eribritica, or fern, 
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were added, together with two grains of Eus Vene- 
ris were given in the morning, and the ſame doſe in 
the evening : and the uſe of breaſt milk with thefe 
medicines was perliſted in for four months ; and the 
child having now compleated the third year of his 
age, a great part of the complaints ceaſed ; he till 
continued the uſe of Ens Veneris, and at length was 
entirely cured. Benevoli afterwards enumerates other 
ſimilar cures which confirm the efficacy of Ex, Vene- 
ris in the rickets, particularly if the decoction of 
of ſarſaparilla, and breaſt milk, be alſo given. 
' Benevoli ſeems to have imagined, that there is 
little to be hoped from the uſe of iron in curing the 
tickets, for he helieved that Boyle's Ens Veneris was 
made of Cyprian vitriol; certain it is that Boyle 
thus ſays : Quamvis Medicing hujus experimenta & 
Helmontii neutiquam convenire, eam tamen e cenſu or- 
dinariorum eximendam eſſe, obſervaverimus, a Minerali, 
e quo ipſam elicuimus, Ens primum Veneris vocavimus: 
« And though upon trials we found this medicine 
& far ſhort of what Helmont aſcribes to his, yet 
finding it no ordinary one, we did for the mine- 
6 raPs ſake, of which it is made, called it Eus pri- 
* mum Veneris, or the firſt eſſence of copper.” But 
+ where he deſcribes its preparation in the following 
Page, he makes no mention of the Cyprian vitriol; 
but we in the receipt thus read: Recipe vitriolum Dan- 
. tiſcanum (aut bujus defetiu Ungaricum, vel Goflarienſe), 
caltina, donec calx colorem purpureum, aut rufum, 
 bbtineat ; © Take Dantzic vitriol, (or in defect 
« thereof Hungarian or Goſlarian vitriol) and burn 
* it until the calx grows of a purple or deep yel- 
4% low colour.” Thele are all vitriols of iron, and 
aſſume a purple or deep yellow colour from calci- 
nation. He then orders the calx to be freed as much 
as poſſible from every ſaline quality by repeated af. 
fuſions of hot water, ſo that the metallic part alone 
may remain: he orders this calx, when edulcorated 
j | ' 1 1 and 
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and dried, to be intimately mixed with an equal quan- 
rity of powdered ſal armoniac; then he orders this mix- 
ture to be ſublimed for ten or twelve hours in a glaſs 
retort over a ſand heat gradually increaſed; when 
the fire may be made as fierce as poſſible, until the 
bottom of the retort becomes red hot. He alſo re- 
marks, that the ſublimed flowers are of a yellow or 
reddiſh colour; and that if they are not of a deep 
yellow but pale, this for the moſt part happens be- 
cauſe the ingredients were not intimately mixed to—- 
gether; in ſuch caſe he adviſes the whole to be ſub- 
1 5 again, after che caput mortuum and ſublimed 
flowers have been thoroughly mixed: but if theſe 
flowers are, not with the caput mortuum, ſed per 
ſe, iteratis reſublimationibus traftentur, quod forſan 
.quirabere, color & ſublimatum, increments loco, di- 
minuentur, but by themlelyes, repeatedly ſub- 
'* med, the ſublimated flowers and colour, which is 
„ wonderful, inſtead of being increaſed will be dimi- 
* niſhed,” If all theſe things are conſidered, it ap- 
_pears in no manner likely, that the ſaid Eng Veneris 
"was compoſed by Boyle of the vitriol of copper. No 
mention is made of an azure colour; and the author 
adds of this remedy in quibu/dam etiam corporibus 
abſque periculo ad viginti vel triginta grana, in ſome 
ce bodies even twenty or thirty grains may be taken 
. without danger.“ Yet all ſkilful. chemiſts know, 
that a remedy, compoſed of the vitriol of copper, can 
only be tried with ſafety in a ſmall doſe : but if the 
effects which happen when the neweſt filings of iron, 
with an equal quantity of /al armoniac, are treated in 
the like manner, are obſerved, 1t will appear, that 
the Eus Veneris, fo famed in the cure of the rickets, 
acts by the medicinal powers of iron. 
For when both theſe ſubſtances are pounded together 
in a glaſs mortar,* the longer the better, from theſe, 
which were before truly inodorous, exhales a ſubtle 
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volatile and alcaline vapour; for whilſt the acid of 
{al armoniac 1s attracted by the iron, the volatile al- 
caline part of it begins to be freed, and ſpontane- 
_ ouſly evaporates. This powder is put into a dry, 
clean, large glaſs cucurbit, that it may be ſufficiently 
ſpread over the bottom; an head and a receiver are 
fitted to the cucurbit, and the joints being previouſly 
luted with clay, the whole apparatus is placed on a 
ſand heat, ſo as that the top of the glaſs only may 
ſtand uncovered ; then by the application of two 
hundred and twenty degrees of heat, an acrid vapour 
riſes, which produces an acrid, very penetrating, - 
volatile, alcaline liquor. When nothing more will 
aſcend, the fire may be augmented till the alembic 
grows red hot. White exhalations at firſt aſcend, 
and then ſome of various colours, and the whole 
cavity of the alembic is alſo covered over with mixed 
and variegated colours, ſuch as white, red, yellow, 
green, and blackiſh fumes, ſo as to reſemble flowers 
in their various hues, and therefore in the ſhops 
are called flores ſalis armoniaci martiales vocentur ; 
« martial flowers of ſal armoniac,” which are re- 
moved as quickly as poſſible, and are put into. a 
dry hot glaſs, which is immediately cloſed with a 
laſs ſtopper, leſt the flowers ſhould immediately diſ- 
Five into a thickiſh, harſh, ſaline, golden-coloured 
liquor. It is certain, that the ſal armoniac has taken 
up with it the divided iron, whilſt it was ſublimed 
into thoſe flowers; which are endued with the me- 
dicinal virtue of the iron. Therefore the celebrated 
Boerhgave thus ſays * : Flores bi babent vires fere eaſ- 
dem, quas in Ente Veneris ditto Boyleus laudaverat. E 
enim hoc medicamentum, mirifice inſtaurans, calefaciens, 
aperiens, habetque metallici ſulphuris apertum corpus: 
„ Thele flowers have almoſt the very ſame virtues 
« which Boyle extolled in his Ens Veneris. For jt 
is a wonderful reſtorative, heating, aperient me- 
1 rn « dicine; 
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& dicine; and manifeſtly contains a metallic ſulphur.” 
If all theſe matters are compared together, theſe two 
medicines ſeem to have the fame efficacy; but Boer- 
Baave only propoſes this as a doubt, becauſe Boyle * 
a little after adds the following words concerning 
the ſame remedy : Interim, cum colcothar hoc exalta- 
tum exigua ſaltem dofi propinetur, ubi dextre paratum 
eft, haud fecus quam, ex Helmontii ſententia, Butleri 
Medicamen, Pauperum Medicina dici meretur : ut ta- 
men bene preparetur, plus cure, ne dicam artis, re- 
guirit, quam proceſſum ſolum legens ſuſpicari poteſt : 
«© In the mean time, as this exalted colcothar can be 
taken only in a ſmall doſe, when rightly prepared, 
it merits to be called the poor man's medicine, no 
e lefs than Butler's medicine, according to Helmont's 
< opinion: yet a good preparation of it requires 
« more Care and nicety, I will not ſay art, than 
« the reader can ſuppaſe. from only reading the pro- 
&« cefs.” But if Boerhaave's deſcription is compared 
with that which Boyle gave us, the reaſon will plainly 
appear. Pg e 2 5 
1 as remedies often cannot without great diffi- 
culty be taken by young children, I more than once 
have uſed the tindtura vitribli martis aurea, T Golden 
tincture of ſteel;“ a few drops of this put into 
mountain wine, and given in the morning faſting, reſtore 
and rouze up the vital powers. It is made of ſalt of 
ſteel, burnt in a crucible to à calx of a purple co- 
Jour, which is digeſted for the ſpace of a month in 
a deep chemical phial, with twenty times its weight 
of the beſt dulcified ſpirit of ſea ſalt. One drop of 
this tincture poſſeſſes an incredible power in producing 
a black colour. If therefore the twentieth part of 
4 drop is put into a cup of tea it will immediately 
turn it black. Now this black colour ſhews that 
there is iron in it; as chemiſtry teaches, But pint 
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of ſea ſalt never entirely diſſolves this calx, though 
freſh ſpirit be often poured upon it; from whence 
the ſpirit can only take up the ſoluble, part of iron 
from the red calx of vitriol : wherefore ſome have 
believed, that this tincture was the potable gold of 
the antient chemiſts. I with great pleaſure recollect 
to have cured numbers of ricketty children with biſ- 
cuit, and good mellow generous beer, neither ſour 
nor intoxicating, whilſt I only ſometimes gave three 
or four drops of this tincture once or twice a day, 
to the more adult. | 

This ſeems to be the reaſon why three compoſi - 
tions out of four, preſcribed in the Materia Medica, 
contain iron in them; for I think it ſufficiently ap- 
pears from what has been ſaid, that Eus Veneris con- 
tains the virtues of iron. The famous Zavians * 
happily uſed this remedy ; but he rather choſe to 
abſtain from the uſe of the milk recommended with 
it by Benevoli, for he not without reaſon apprehend- 
ed an acid acrimony in the tickets. The bones 
certainly loſe their firmneſs in this diſeaſe, they ſwell 
about the epiphyſes, and are incurvated; and it is 
apparent from experiments, that bones are ſoftened 
by acids. It has been on the. other hand obſerved,, 
that thoſe things which ſubdue that acid acrimo- 
ny prove ſerviceable. The celebrated De Haen + 
gave the Oſtracodermata, beaten into fine. powder, 
to the amount of a ſcruple, two or three times a 
day in the cure of the rickets; and if the children 
eryoyed the benefit of a warm fun in a rural place, 
of motion in a child's coach frequently every day, 
of a dry bed and chamber, and of ſound aliments, 
they in this manner were ſoon cured. But thofe who 
want the moſt part of theſe helps, are by this pow- 
der and motion alone, but indeed more ſlowly, though 
lately and certainly, cured ; as long as a e 


* De Rachitide, Cap. IV, p. 135. 
+ Ration, Medendi, Part, ix, Cap. VI. p. 248, 
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of the whole frame has not rendered a cure impoſ- 
ſible from any remedy hitherto known. | 
An infant, three years old, extremely weakened 
and ſwelled all over the body, laboured under the 
worſt kind of the rickets: many remedies which are 
uſually found ſerviceable in this diſeaſe were tried in 
vain. A grain of the extract of hemlock was given 
him morning and evening; on the fourth day four 
grains were given him every day; and he grew 
better. On the eighth day fix grains were given him 
he grew ſtronger, ſo that he could ſupport himſelf 
upon his legs. The doſes of the extract of hemlock 
were no farther augmented, as the child grew better 
every day. | | 
In the ſpace of a month this child, hitherto ſloth- 
ful, moroſe, and fearful, became active, and good- 
kumoured ; eat very heartily; the ſwelling of the 
Joints decreaſed full two-thirds ; and the colour of 
the face was ruddy and natural. About the expi- 
ration of the third month he was perfectly well 
from the uſe of hemlock, and grew faſt, nor was 
any bad ſymptom ever after obſerved in him. + | 
As madder-root, eaten by animals, is capable of 
tinging their bones with a red colour, as was ſaid 
upon another occaſion, Levrette, ꝓ the famous man- 
midwife, imagined that this remedy might be uſe- 
ful in curing the rickets, as it poſſeſſes ſome re- 
markable diuretic powers, and had proved benefi- 
cial in many chronic diſeaſes; he therefore tried 
madder, and aſſerts, that he found it of uſe in this 
diſorder. | +8 4 
The bones, too greatly ſoftened in this diſeaſe, 
yield to the incumbent weight of the body, or are 
compreſſed by the adjacent hard bodies, and often 
become incurvated ; whence wonderful deformities 
of the bones ariſe, which, if not remedied in time, 


the 
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the bones afterwards acquiring their uſual hardneſs, 
remain during life incurable. 
It is in the mean time to be particularly remarked, 
that the ſtrength and plumpneſs much ſooner return 
to the muſcles than is believed, if the diſorder is va- 
quiſhed by a proper treatment; the greateſt number 
of which take their origin from, or are inſerted into 
the bones. But the muſcular ſtrength is great, and 
perfectly reſtores the figure of the bones in many, 
when the diſeaſe loſes its power; then the protube- 
rant epiphyſes are diminiſhed, the gibbous or crooked 
back-bone returns to its natural form, though no 
back-boards, ſtays, bandage, or machine have been. 
applied to correct that deformity, which were di- 
rected to be applied by the nurfe, by parents, 
who, ſollicitous about the ſhapes of their children, 
often do them more hurt than good, by ſqueez- 
ing the body too tight. We read a remarkable in- 
ſtance of ſuch a cure in Benevoli,ò relative to a ſiſter 
of the noble girl whoſe caſe is already deſcribed. She 
was born very healthy, and had ſo good a colour 
during the firſt months, that every body hoped ſhe” 
would totally eſcape the calamities of her brotfters : 
ſhe was hardly a year old when ſhe began to grow 
pale and ill; the abdomen ſwelled, the wriſt, knees, 
and ancles grew protuberant; the thorax was raiſed , 
the clavicles were incurvated ; the back bone became 
crooked ; ail the bones of the head were enlarged as 
if they were affected with an exoſtoſis ; the ſtruc- 
ture of all the bones of the body. was vitiated : ſhe 
alſo laboured under a complication of diſorders, the' 
ſcurvy, dropſy, a bloody diarrhoea, a ſcarcity of 
urine, a fever, and a violent cough, attended with vaſt 
anguiſh and a dread of ſuffocation. She lived in this 
miſerable condition for above two years. Benevols 
himſelf confeſſes, that the ſame remedies which cured 
her brother were applied to her during thirty months 
in 


* Diſſertazioni & offervazioni, tre delle quali ſulla Rachitide, 
&c. p. 230y & ſeq. . | | 
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in yain, ſo that he almoſt gave oyer their application, 
as there appeared no hope of a cure from them; 
but the tender mother, unwilling to ſpare any. pains, 
of coſt, the ſame method was ſtill indefatigably per- 
ſiſted in. | | 
The anguiſh and cough began at length to dimi- 
niſh, and the fever ceaſed, the fleſh looked of a 
better colour, the tumour of the abdomen was di- 
miniſhed, the incuryated ſpine grew ſtraight, che joints 
protuberated leſs, the elevated ſternum grew flatter, 
the arched figure of the clavicles decreaſed, the 
bones of the head ſubſided ; ſhe firſt began to ſtand, 
and then to walk; at laſt, no trace of ſo ſevere and 
obſtinate a diſeaſe remained; and ſhe became equal 
in health and ftrength to other children of the ſame 


age. ps | 

> The muſcular ſtrength alſo began to be reſtored, 
without the aſſiſtance of any artificial means; and 
the bones recovered their due form, which had been 
ſo very imperfect during thirty months. 

This hath been confirmed by the obſervations of 
Zaviani*, who juſtly forbids ricketty children to be 
put upon their feet, or made to walk, as long as 

e bones are ſoft, and their form may be ealily 
| ſpoiled by the weight of their own bodies; or any other 
external preſſure : he would rather have them laid 
down horizontally, than carried in the arms of the 
nurſe, becauſe it is to be feared leſt the ſpine ſhould 
incline to this or that ſide, the bones be incurvated, 
and the ſhape of the cavity of the thorax be changed, 
from the compreſſion of the breaſt by the hands of 
the nurſe. It is cuſtomary in many places to lay 
them in beds fixed in little carts, which are drawn 

5 675 women who attend ſuch ricketty children: 
Rus 5 little patients can with certainty obtain the 
eneht of motion, and of the warm air, when the 
gather permits. When the diſeaſe begins to be di- 
uniſhed by proper remedies, the — motion, 


though 
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though almoſt totally deſtroyed before, acquires vis 
Jour, and the children be egin to move their joints, 
fit ſpontaneouſly upright in their little beds, and han- 
dle their play- things, move their legs, and of their 
own. accord try to 5 ſtand upon their feet. When 1 
obſerved this inclination in them, I readily cherithed 
it, though the bones of the legs were ſtill incurvated; 
and the natural form returned to theſe bones, even 
without the aſſiſtance of any machine whatloever, 

Is immerſion in a cold bath advantageous?] It 
is well known, that cold baths were in ule in for- 
mer days, and every body knows, that their uſe is 
— y recommended at preſent in certain diſ- 
eaſes. In thoſe countries where it is cuſtomary for 
boys to learn to ſwim, the uſe of cold bathing 1s 
frequent. The treatiſe on cold bathing by an En- 
gliſn knight, Sir Joh Floyer, merits a reading, who 
extols the great virtue. of this remedy againſt the 
rickets; nay, he even believed, that a neglect of 
cold bathing was to be numbered amongſt the Caulcs 
of this new diſeaſe, the rickets. 

He demonſtrates by many obſervations,“ that in 
antient times the ſacrament of baptiſm was admini- 
{tered to thoſe who were to be baprized, by a triple 
immerſion of the whole body, and not by one fingle 
aſperſion of water as is now ulual. It is certain, that 
it was formerly very cuſtomary to baptize people, of 
either ſex, entirely naked, in the nearelt river or pond: 
nay, he believes it is clear, that no baptiſmal fonts were 
erected until the third century of chriſtianity, nei- 
ther were they then erected in churches, but without 
the walls, which he proves from many circumſtances: 
Hence he concludes, that theſe immerſions in water 
were performed on thoſe who were to be baptized in 
the open air. 


Vor. XVII. 2x" He 
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He alſo ſhews, that this baptiſm by immerſion re- 
mained much longer unchanged in England than in 
other countries; for we read the following form of 
baptiſm in the rubrick, publiſhed in the reign of Ed- 
ward the ſixth, king of England, in the year 1547. 
Sacerdos manibus ſuis. prebendet infantem, rogabit no- 
men, & ter in aquam demerget : primo immerget latus 
dextrum; ſecundo latus ſiniſtrum ; tertio demerget fa- 
ciem verſus fontem : ſic ut fiat diſcrete, & prudenter : 
The prieſt ſhall take the infant in his hands, aſk 
its name, and dip it three times in water; he ſhall 
“ firſt dip the right fade of it, ſecondly, the left fide, 
« and thirdly the face downwards towards the font; 
« ſo that it may, be done diſcreetly and prudently.” 
But in the reign of queen Elizabeth, the rubrick 
permitted the infant to be only ſprinkled with wa- 
ter, in cafe it was weak, and had need of private bap- 
tiſm. by obs 14654 

As the author believed that the rickets might be 
cured by cold bathing, he hence imagined, that bap- 
tiſm, adminiſtered by immerſion, preſerved children 
from this diſeaſe, which ſo frequently appeared in 
England about the year 1620, when baptiſm by im- 
merſion began to be neglected. 

= Bur if it be conſidered, that infants are ſeldom 
ſeized with the rickets before the ninch month, does 
it appear credible, that a triple immerſion in a ſhort 
ſpace of time, performed once only, could be pro- 
fitable in a diſeaſe which ariſes ſo many months after? 
Ir this kind of baptiſm had ſo fortified the body as 
not to be afterwards affected by the rickets, why 
was this new diſeaſe firſt obſerved in England, and 
why-did it more powerfully increaſe there, than in 
other countries where this baptiſm by immerſion had 
ſooner ceaſed ; whence the rickets is {till to this day 
called the Engliſh diſeaſe ? Neither is it proved, 
that the immerſion of new- born children had been 
I | | always 
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always performed in cold water. It appears not im- 
probablꝰ from the Engliſh rubricks, that warm water 
was rather uſed for this purpoſe; nay, if the chil- 
dren were dipped in cold water, they were inſtantly 
rubbed dry with hot napkins, and their clothes put 
on again; whence the effect of the immerſion in 
cold water could have been momentary only. 
Nor was immerſion judged neceſſary to the effica- 
of the ſacrament of baptiſm “ Magnus aſked 
Cyprian the following queſtion : Quæſiſti, mibi cha- 
riſſime, quid mibi de illis videatur, qui infirmitate & 
languore gratiam Dei conſequuntur ; an habendi legitimi 
Chriſtiani, quod aqua ſalutari non loti, ſed perfufi ? 
Reſponder : In ſacramentis ſalutaribus, neceſſitate co- 
gente, & Deo indulgentiam ſuam largiente, totum cre- 
dentibus conferunt divina compendia: * You aſk me, 
« dear friend, my opinion concerning thoſe, who, 
<« in an infirm languid ſtate, receive the ſacrament of 
<« baptiſm ; whether they are to be accounted lawful 
& chriſtians, being not dipped, but only ſprinkled 
« with the ſalutary water? I anſwer : In the holy 
« ſacraments, neceſſity compelling, and God beſtow- 
ing his indulgence, divine compendiums are equally 
“ efficacious to believers as the whole ceremony.” 
| Now if it be conſidered, that a new-born infant 
has remained nine months immerged in the warm li- 
quor of the amnios within its mother's body, and 
mult feel a very unuſual ſenſation of cold, when bap- 
tized by three immerſions in cold water, eſpecially in 
the winter ſeaſon; it muſt have ſeemed dangerous 
to parents, relations, and phyſicians, to expoſe ſuch 
tender bodies to ſudden cold, as the efficacy of bap- 
tiſm, in no reſpect whatever, depended on this 
cold; and therefore, beyond all doubt, warm water 
was often uſed for this purpoſe; as is the practice at 
n | 
For that this ſudden refrigeration induces no ſlight 
change on the human body, is evident from the ac. 
| N n 2 counts 
* Floyer's hiſtory of Cold Bathing, p. 54. 
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counts of thoſe who have preſcribed cold bathing for 
young perſons; and recommend it in the curt᷑ of the 
as, Net dE nt 4g e ih 
In a letter ſent from Newcaſtle to Sir John Floyer 

ate the following words > Ad cavendam & curandam 
Rachilidem nibil hic frequentius, & generatim utilius, 
et, quain infantes annuos, & adultiores, quotidie im- 
mergere frigido fuvio, menſibus Funio & Julio, veſper- 
tino tempore, per quatuordecim dies, vel diutius: ſi in- 
fans fit admodum debilis, unus alterve dies, imo & plures 
ties guanuegque, intermittuntur, totius curationis. fein- 
ore. Quidam integram immerſionem adbibent bis vel 
ter, aliquod bemporis ſpatium remittentes, ut inter fin- 
gulas tmmenſiones,#eſpirare paſſint; alii immergunt tan- 
tum ad \cervicem uſgue, & pileos aquæ penitus immer- 
ſes ſtatim capili imponunt, ut totum corpus, que ac 
In prioribus; induſio & pileo madidis, tegatur. Omnia 
bec conſiciuntur dam brevi tempore quam fieri. pateſt. 
Quidam inſundunt. aquam capiti, ut madeſcant tot , 
alii inauſium & pileum penitus magefatia nudato prius 
carpori applicant. Mar illis applicantur teti corperi 
& copili lintea calida, lecto imponuntur, & valide [us 
ant: fic manent tota; nelle; mane ficcum induſium & 
pileus datur: Nothing is more common in this 
„ country, and proves more generally ſucceſsful for 
{| the. preventing and curing, of the rickets, than to 
“ plunge children, of a year old and upwards, in a 
% cold river, and in the months of June and July, 
“ tvery evening, for a fortnight, or longer, intermit- 
„ ting a day or two or more in the whole, if the child 
4 be very weak. Some dip them twice or thrice 
* over head and ears, with their ſhifts and night- caps 
% on; giving them time to breathe between each im- 
% merſion. Others dip them no farther then the 
« neck (becauſe the water is apt to ſtop their breath) 
« and dip their night· caps thoroughly, and put them 
* wet upon their heads, that the whole body may be 
covered with the wet ſhift and cap, equally as in 
Fs | TT Ins ei, 295 
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the former method. All this is done as quick as 
e poſſible. Some pour water upon the child's head, 
„ that he may be wetted all over; others content 
„ themſelves with dipping only the ſhirt and night- 
« cap in water, and put them on wet upon him. 
« As ſoon as the children are dipped, they, with 
« their wet cloaths on, are wrapped up in warm 
« blankets over their head and whole body, and 
« put immediately to bed, which inſtantly throws 
« them into a violent ſweat, In this condition they 
« he all night; and in the morning they have a dry 
« ſhirt and cap put on. The children in three mi- 
<« nutes time recover themſelves of the fright which 
« dipping puts them into.“ I ſuch a terror happens 
in children of a year old, and upwards, from this 
ſudden cold, can cold bathing be ſafely tried upon 
new-born iatants ? _ | 

He likewiſe remarks, quad validis illis ſudoribus 
reddantur debiliores; ſed tamen gradatim vires recu- 
perent, datis gelatinis cornu cervi, pedum vitulinorum 
Sc. ita ut circa tempus, quo folia arborum cadunt, in- 
tegre ſani ſint, vel melius je habeant. Si bæc curatio 
unico anno non ſucceſſerit, ſequenti anno repetenda erit; 
tuncque generaliter reſpondet votis: “ that though for 
«< the preſent they may be weaker from theſe violent 
« ſweats, yet they by degrees recover their ſtrength 
by the help of ſtrengthening jellies of hartſhorn, 
and calves feet, &c. inſomuch, that about the fall 
of the leaf, they are either perfectly recovered, or 
ſenſibly better. If one year's dipping proves not 
ſucceſsful, tis repeated the next year, which gene- 
e rally anſwers expectation.” | 

Whence this diſeaſe does not ſeem to be eafily 
removed by this means: a cure thereof may be tried 
with the greateſt hopes of ſucceſs by ſafer methods. 
Are liniments, and of what kind, proper?] Every 
thing hitherto recommended in the cure of this diſ- 
order, jcems principally directed to ſtrengthen the 
ant, | oO 
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too great flaccidity of the ſolids, and to amend 
the inert, ſlimy, vapid, cacochymy of the fluids. 
Wherefore liniments, which mollify and relax, are 
proper. For it has been demonſtrated, that much 
benefit may be expected from dry frictions with hot 
flannel, impregnated with aromatic effluvias; which 
are particularly applied to the abdomen, and the 
whole length of the ſpine of the back. | 
It is true indeed, that we read in Sydenbam,* 
Cum vero, que exterius admoventur, tenera infantum 
corpora. facile penetreut, proindeque ſanguinem ipſum 
qualicungue virtute ſua penitus afſiciant, e re erit, in 
tumoribus, qui ventrem eorum occupant,” five ſcrophulis, 
ive Rachitidi vere, originem illi debeant, linimentis uti, 
guæ ſanguinem & viſcera corroborandi, as pariter la- 
bem aliguam morbiſicam iis induam delendi, vi pollent: 
« But as external medicines eaſily penetrate the ten- 
* der bodies of children, and conſequently commu- 
<--nicate all their virtue to the blood, whatever it be, 
Ces it is proper in ſwellings of the abdomen; whether 
ce they proceed from ſcrophulous diſorders, or the 
«genuine rickets, to have recourſe to liniments, 
<« that may ſtrengthen the blood and viſcera, and re- 
% move any morbific taint wherewith they are af- 
C fected: but the liniment, (the compoſition of 
which is to be ſcen in p. 430 of Swan's Syden- 
denham) is made of aromatic, bitter, and ſtrength- 
ening herbs, infuſed with hog's lard and tried mutton 
ſuet, in an earthen veſſel upon hot aſhes for twelve 
hours. Now the uſe of ſuch might eaſily be borne, 
but it is to be noticed, that ſuch remedies are Jets 
beneficial than is generally thought. For they are 
prepared with freſh gathered herbs, with the addi- 
tion of wine, and, after a proper digeſtion, the fatty 
ſubſtances: ought to boil till all the aqueous moit- 
ture is exhaled; and thus the fragrancy of the ingre- 
dients is evaporated alſo. 


* Piſſert. Epiſtol. p. 511. 
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If at the ſame time hat has been ſaid at 5. 1480, 
and {$. 1484, be taken into conſideration, the rea- 
on will evidenly appear, why; liniments are ſeldom 
uſed in tne cure of the rickets. _ 
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